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ELECTION 2019

Payne is Sole Vice Chancellor Candidate
Wesley R. Payne IV is a partner at White and Williams 
LLP and graduated from the University of Maryland 
School of Law.

Payne served on the Board of Governors from 
2006 through 2015 as a member, assistant treasurer and 
treasurer. For the last two years, he has served as a non-
voting member on the Board of Governors as the PBA 
Zone 1 Governor.

Payne co-chairs the Insurance Programs Committee 
and co-chairs the Access to Civil Education, or ACE, 
Program. He previously served as chair of the Veterans 
and Military Affairs Committee and on the Sonia 
Sotomayor Diversity Award Nominating Committee.  
Payne currently is a team leader and investigator for the 
Commission on Judicial Selection and Rotation.

Payne has a strong commitment to diversity, pro 
bono and community service.  He has been the presi-
dent or co-president of the following organizations: the 

Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network, the Philadelphia Diversity 
Law Group, the Bethesda Project and the Philadelphia 
Association of Defense Counsel. Payne is a member of the 
Homeless Advocacy Project board and has been a long-
time volunteer for Philadelphia VIP. He is a past PBA 
Minority-At-Large Governor. Payne also served as a Judge 
Pro Tempore for the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas. 

“As Vice Chancellor of the Association,” says Payne, 
“my goals are to increase the profile of lawyers and our asso-
ciation in the greater Philadelphia community. By doing so, 
our association will continue to be relevant to our members 
and the city.”

Payne

4 Line Office Posts Unopposed
For 2019, four candidates for Association 
line office posts are unopposed. The can-
didates are Jennifer S. Coatsworth, secre-
tary; Marc J. Zucker, treasurer; Kathleen 
Kirkpatrick, assistant secretary; and 
Matthew S. Olesh, assistant treasurer.

Coastworth is a partner at Margolis 
Edelstein and graduated from Temple 
University Beasley School of Law.

She was secretary (2019), assistant 
secretary (2016-2018), parliamentar-
ian (2015) and member (2012-2014) of 
the Board of Governors; cochair (2016-
2017) and member (2008-present) of the 
Women in the Profession Committee; 
cochair of the Military/Veterans Affairs 
Committee (2012, 2014); member 
of the Budget (2013, 2015, 2016), 
Elections (2013) and Chancellor’s Retreat 
Planning (2012, 2014) committees; sec-
retary of the Committee on Insurance 
Practice (2013-2014); executive com-
mittee member (2007-2011), vice chair 
(2009), secretary (2008), law school 
outreach coordinator (2007- 2009), Bar 
Enhancement Committee chair (2008) 
and Social Committee chair (2009) of 
the Young Lawyers Division; member of 
the Arbitration and Rules and Procedures 
committees (2008-present) of the State 
Civil Litigation Section; member of the 
Hamilton Benefit Planning Committee 
(2009-2011) for the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation; and a member of the 
BenchBar & Annual Conference Planning 
Committee (2011-2012, 2015).

Zucker is a partner at Weir & Partners 

LLP, a Certified 
C o m m e r c i a l 
Neutral, AAA, 
a private media-
tor and an 
adjunct profes-
sor, at Villanova 
U n i v e r s i t y 
Charles Widger 
School of Law 
and graduated 
from Villanova 
University Charles Widger School of Law.

He was secretary (2017, 2018, 2019), 
chair of the Bylaws Committee and for-
mer chair of the Board of Governors; 
former chair of the Business Litigation 
Committee (chair of the year, Commerce 
JPT Task Force); and an investigator on 
the Commission on Judicial Selection 
and Retention. He is vice chair/editor-in-
chief of the ABA Commercial & Business 
Litigation Committee; former president of 
the Villanova Inn of Court; a fellow with 
the American Bar Foundation; a member 
of the Pennsylvania Bar Association House 
of Delegates; chair of the Pennsylvania 
Jewish Coalition; former chair of the 
JCRC of Greater Philadelphia; national 
board member of the JCPA; former direc-
tor and trustee of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Philadelphia; former chair of the 
National Program Awards Committee of 
the American Inns of Court Foundation; a 
long-time Philadelphia VIP volunteer; and 
a member of the Brandeis Law Society, 
Barrister’s Association of Philadelphia, Inc. 

and the Justinian Society.
Kirkpatrick is a partner at Tucker Law 

Group, LLC, Partner and graduated from 
Temple University Beasley School of Law.

She was cochair of the Solo and Small 
Firm Committee (2019); on the Section 
Executive Committee (2019); cochair of 
the Women in the Profession Committee 
(2017-2018); on the Board of Governors 
(2015-2017); cochair of the Labor & 
Employment Committee (2014-2015); 
a board member of the Lawyers' Club 
(2014-2016); a former board member of 
the Old City Special Services District; and 
a former Zoeza Institute advisory board 
member.

Olesh is a partner at Obermayer 
Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP 
and graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School.

Olesh was assistant treasurer (2018, 
2019) is the assistant treasurer for the 
Board of Governors (2016-present) and 
was a member of the Board of Governors 
Executive Director Search Committee, 

Budget Enhancement Task Force and 
Strategic Planning Committee (2018). 
He was chair of Young Lawyers Division 
(2017) and a member of the YLD 
Cabinet (2014-2017) and member of the 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Strategic 
Planning Committee. He is a cochair 
of the Philadelphia VIP Recruitment/
Retention Committee, director of The 
Lawyer’s Club of Philadelphia, commit-
teeperson for the Philadelphia’s 30th Ward 
Democratic Executive Committee, fellow 
of the American Bar Foundation and a 
Billy Penn Who’s Next: The Law honoree 
(2017).

Coatsworth Zucker Kirkpatrick Olesh
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9 Candidates Seek 5 Seats on Board
Wendi Barish

Professional Background: Senior 
Deputy General Counsel, Phila-
delphia Housing Authority (PHA); 
Hofstra University School of Law. 
Activities: Vice President, Career 
Wardrobe; Secretary, Settlement 
Music School; Board Member, Fe-
male Hebrew Benevolent Society; 
Board Member, Help Hope Live; 
Member, Philadelphia Bar Asso-
ciation - Women in the Profession, 
Federal Courts, and Labor and Em-
ployment Law Committees; Member, 
Forum of Executive Women; Member, 
Society of Human Resource Manage-
ment; Member, Association of Corporate 
Counsel; Member, National Organiza-
tion of Women.
Candidate’s Statement: I was born and 
raised in Northeast Philadelphia and 
am a proud product of the Philadelphia 
public school system. My sister, who was 
born with multiple disabilities, motivat-
ed me to become an attorney to protect 
the rights of those who are different. I 
have focused my career in the areas of 
employment law and civil rights, work-
ing on behalf of both employees and em-
ployers. Prior to working at PHA, I was 
a partner at Weber Gallagher. I am run-
ning with the hope of giving back to the 
legal community by applying my experi-
ence to improve the practice of law and 
judicial system in Philadelphia. I believe 
the first step in representing the inter-
ests of others is to listen, and true justice 
should be blind. 

Kristine L. Calalang

Professional Background: Principal, 
Law Office of Kristine L. Calalang; Vil-
lanova University School of Law; media-
tor; certified arbitrator, Court of Com-
mon Pleas of Philadelphia County.
Activities: Section Chair, Executive 
Committee member, Diversity Com-
mittee Chair, Custody Committee Co-
Chair, Family Law Section (FLS); As 
FLS Chair, voting member, Board of 
Governors (BOG) and Commission on 
Judicial Selection and Retention; Co-
Vice-President, past President, Villanova 
Minority Alumni Society Leadership 
Board; Board Advisor, Villanova Law 
Alumni Association Board; member, 
Asian Pacific American Bar Association 
of Pennsylvania; member, Pennsylvania 
Bar Association.

Candidate’s Statement:  I have the dis-
tinct honor of serving on the Board of 
Governors this year and have been an ac-
tive participant in meetings and exceeded 
my Board commitments. I have a passion 
for seeking endeavors which help elevate 
our profession, and I would love to con-
tinue my work on the Board. I hope to 
gain your support and bring innovative 
ideas and new perspectives to the Board 
to ensure our Association is moving for-
ward while continuing to serve all of our 
members.

Damaris L. Garcia

Professional Background: Senior Asso-
ciate, McCann & Wall, LLC; Duquesne 
University School of Law.
Activities: Co-Chair of Arbitration 
Committee of State Civil Litigation Sec-
tion; Lecturer, “Be the Judge, Be the 
Jury… Become an Arbitrator”, Phila-
delphia Bar Association CLE; executive 
committee member, State Civil Litiga-
tion section; member, Women in the 
Profession section; member, Federal 
Courts section; member, Hispanic Bar 
Association of Pennsylvania.
Candidate’s Statement: Membership 
on the Board of Governors would allow 
me the opportunity to assist in support-
ing our profession through the Bar As-
sociation not only in the functionality 
between our trial lawyers and courts but 
in supporting the well-being of all law-

yers on their career paths. As a female 
Latin lawyer with 15 years of experience, 
it is important that I assist the Bar As-
sociation and its membership move for-
ward in the 21st Century with changing 
technology and communication meth-
ods and ensure that the Board shepherds 
and stewards the organization in these 
areas to reach all lawyers in the city.

Thomas J. Giordano Jr.

Professional Background: Head of 
Pond Lehocky’s Social Security disability 
department; Rutgers University School 
of Law – Camden.
Activities: National Organization of 
Social Security Claimant’s Representa-
tive (NOSSCR); National Association 
of Disability Representatives (NADR); 
Pennsylvania and Philadelphia Bar As-
sociations; Pennsylvania and Philadel-
phia Trial Lawyers Associations; Board 
of Directors of the Lupus Foundation 
of America; Public Justice; Justinian So-
ciety; The National Advocates Top 100 
Lawyers.
Candidate’s Statement: Under Mr. 
Giordano’s leadership, the Social Secu-
rity department at Pond Lehocky has be-
come a nationwide practice. Beginning 
in 2010 with only two staff members, 
Pond Lehocky Disability is continuously 
growing, with more than 100 Social Se-
curity disability specialists nationwide, 
including attorneys. Mr. Giordano has 

frequently been invited by the media, 
disability organizations and physicians 
throughout the country to speak about 
Social Security disability law. He has 
been selected to the Super Lawyers® Ris-
ing stars list every year since 2006, the 
Best Lawyers® list for 2018 and 2019 and 
the National Advocates Top 100 Law-
yers.

Erin E. Lamb

Professional Background: Associate, 
Freeman, Mathis & Gary, LLP; Temple 
University Beasley School of Law.
Activities: Current co-chair, Women’s 
Right Committee; former co-chair 
Women in the Profession committee;  
Young Lawyers’ Division Chair 2016; 
Young Lawyers’ Division vice chair 
2014; Young Lawyers’ Division Execu-
tive Committee member 2011-2014; 
Young Lawyers Division member 2010 – 
present; Public Interest Section Member 
2016 – present; Civil Litigation Section 
member 2015- present; Board of Gov-
ernors Member 2015; Board of Gover-
nors Cabinet Member 2016; Executive 
Committee Member, Brehon Law Soci-
ety; former board member, Senior Law 
Center.
Candidate’s Statement: Maintaining 
relevancy through change and service has 
been the hallmark of my work with the 
Bar Association. As YLD Chair, I suc-
cessfully spearheaded an expungement 

Calalang Garcia Giordano Lamb

Levin Mandi Webb Yelin

Barish
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clinic that brought our resources directly 
to Philadelphians and further encour-
aged our members to include the Asso-
ciation in their plans for our community. 
I believe deeply in the power of the Asso-
ciation to do good and to lead by change. 
My election to the Board of Governors 
would ensure that the voices, thoughts 
and ideas of the newest generation of 
lawyers and Philadelphians are not only 
heard but are also implemented within 
the vital decisions of our Association.

Craig R. Levin

Professional Background: Friedman 
and Levin Associates, Delaware Law 
School of Widener University.
Activities: Pro Bono: Counsel to 
S.A.L.E.A. (Spanish American Law En-
forcement Association); Senior Law 
Center-pro bona volunteer; Arbitrator, 
Philadelphia Court of Co=on Pleas; 
Transition Team, Register of Wills; 
Member: Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association, Pennsylvania Association 
for Justice, Louis D. Brandeis Law So-
ciety, Justinian Society, NAACP, Bicycle 
Coalition; V.P. Haverford Hawks Youth 
Hockey 2007-2010; Ice Hockey Coach, 
Lower Merion High School 2010-2017; 
NFL & NHL Players' Assoc. Certified 
Agent 1996 - 2001; 2019 Philadelphia 
Primary Candidate for Judge, Philadel-
phia Court of Court of Common Pleas; 
2019 Judge of Elections Ward 8, Divi-
sion 15.
Candidate's Statement: 
I have been a civil trial attorney in Phila-
delphia for 31 years. I have devoted my 
career to fighting for justice and equity 
for my clients. In 2019, I ran for Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas and 
campaigned citywide. These experiences 
gave me the opportunity to personally 
interact with thousands of our citizens 
and understand the issues and inequities 
that affect them. I also understand the 
stress and pressure attorneys experience 
on a daily basis. As a Board member, my 
goal is to improve our citizens’ access to 
professional legal representation and seek 
ways to improve our lives as practicing 
attorneys.

Denise M. Mandi

Professional Background: Senior Trial 
Attorney at the Law Office of Dennis O. 
Wilson and in-house counsel for Selec-
tive Insurance Company; Widener Uni-
versity School of Law.
Activities: Cochair of the Rules Com-
mittee, Philadelphia Bar Association.
Candidate’s Statement: As a strong ad-
vocate and aggressive litigator through-
out her career, Mandi has tried countless 
jury trials with a string of defense verdicts 
that lasted over two years. Currently, she 

represents nationally known parties in a 
wide and diverse practice that includes 
premises liability, construction defects, 
catastrophic injuries and employment 
discrimination, along with representa-
tion of several municipalities through-
out Pennsylvania. She is also a frequent 
speaker regarding emerging legal issues at 
local and national legal seminars.

Andre J. Webb
 
Professional Background: Associate, 
German, Gallagher & Murtagh, P.C.; 
Widener University Delaware Law 
School.
Activities: Vice chair, former treasurer, 
co-chair community outreach, execu-
tive committee member, Young Lawyers 
Division; House of Delegates member, 
former Zone 1 co-chair Young Law-
yers Division, Civil Litigation Section 
member, Pennsylvania Bar Association; 
executive committee member, technol-
ogy/social media committee member, 
programs committee member, Philadel-
phia Association of Defense Counsel; 
co-chair Young Lawyers Substantive Law 
Committee, Defense Research Institute; 
Youth Court volunteer. 
Candidate’s Statement: In that spirit of 
“what you put into life is what you get 
out of it,” from my introduction into the 
Association, I have sought to put in all 
that I can to make the best organization 
for myself, my fellow members, and the 
community. It would be an honor and 
a privilege to continue my efforts as a 
member of the Board of Governors. My 
past and current leadership roles unique-
ly situate me to engage a wide array of 
members with diverse perspectives and 
encourage inclusion, participation and 
involvement. If elected, I will serve the 
profession and the public by promoting 
justice, professional excellence and re-
spect for all.

Felix Yelin

Professional Background: Associate, 
White and Williams LLP; Temple Uni-
versity Beasley School of Law.

Activities: Vice-Chancellor, Corre-
sponding Secretary, Louis D. Brandeis 
Law Society (Chancellor starting in De-
cember 2019); member, Temple Ameri-
can Inn of Court; member, Jewish Feder-
ation of Greater Philadelphia Domestic 
Affairs Committee; volunteer, Support 
Center for Child Advocates; volunteer, 
Philadelphia VIP; volunteer, PLSE Par-
don Project, co-chair, Jewish Law Day 
Committee, Judge of Elections, Philadel-
phia County; organizer, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Chancellor’s Forum: When 
the Rule of Law Fails.
Candidate’s Statement: I grew up as a 

son of immigrants from Northeast Phila-
delphia. A strong believer in the rule of 
law, I urge the Association to continue 
promoting our legal community’s pro-
fessional interests and the broader com-
munity’s access to equal justice. As an 
incoming chancellor of a prominent 
affinity group, I will strive to represent 
the interests of all affinity groups on the 
Board of Governors and push for addi-

tional cooperation through joint events. 
Pro bono representation should continue 
to be a major priority. As a law student 
mentor, I would encourage more law 
student involvement with the Bar Asso-
ciation.

The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Annual Election of officers and members 
of the Board of Governors will be conducted in 2019 via online ballot. Of-
ficers to be elected are vice chancellor, secretary, treasurer, assistant secretary 
and assistant treasurer for a term of one year each; and five members of the 
Board of Governors for a term of three years each.

According to Article V, Section 5.8.1, “If there is a contest for any office 
to be filled, the election shall be conducted electronically over the Internet 
pursuant to procedures established by the Board to preserve the confidential-
ity of the Member's vote and the integrity of the voting process. The position 
of the nominee on the ballot shall be determined by lot. The drawing of lots 
shall be conducted by the Judge of Elections on or before November 10 of 
each year in the presence of the nominees and/or their representatives. The 
form of the ballot shall be prescribed by the Board.”

Members will receive their ballots in an email on Monday, Nov. 18 with 
instructions. Online voting will end on Thursday, Dec. 12 at 5:30 p.m.

Bar to Elect Officers, Board Members

Vice Chancellor
Wesley R. Payne

Secretary
Jennifer S. Coatsworth

Treasurer
Marc J. Zucker

Assistant Secretary
Kathleen Kirkpatrick

Assistant Treasurer
Matthew S. Olesh

Board of Governors (elect five)
Kristine L. Calalang
Thomas J. Giordano Jr.
Felix S. Yelin
Wendi Barish
Damaris Garcia
Andre J. Webb
Denise Mandi
Erin Lamb
Craig R. Levin

Candidates for Office

CONNECT WITH US
PHILADELPHIABAR.ORG

The Philadelphia Bar Association, 
founded in 1802, is the oldest 
association of lawyers in the 

United States.
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9 Candidates Seek 7 Seats on YLD 
Executive Committee

Sarah Adams

Professional Background: Associate 
at Robert J. Casey, Jr. and Associates; 
Temple University Beasley School of 
Law. 
 
Activities: State Civil Litigation Sec-
tion Liaison, YLD Executive Com-
mittee; Philadelphia Association of 
Defense Counsel (PADC) and its Pro 
Bono/Community Service Commit-
tee; Rendell Center Literature-Based 
Mock Trial Program.

Candidate’s Statement: Getting involved in the YLD 
has been a valuable experience for me, and I want to 
both give back to the YLD and get others involved in 
YLD initiatives. This past year, I served as the State Civil 
Litigation Section Liaison to the YLD Executive Com-
mittee. In this role, I helped plan a YLD networking 
happy hour, volunteered for the John S. Bradway High 
School Mock Trial Program, worked on YLD’s Annual 
Fundraiser benefiting the Philadelphia Bar Founda-
tion and attended executive committee meetings and 
events throughout the year. I also attended meetings 
of the State Civil Litigation Section and reported any 
pertinent section announcements to the YLD executive 
committee. Through all my activities, I learned first-
hand how the YLD operates as an important section 
of the Association. I would be honored to continue to 
work on the YLD executive committee moving forward 
if elected!

Kevin Burdett

Professional Background: Associate, Braverman Kas-
key, P.C.; Emory University School of Law. 

Activities: Member, Young Lawyer’s Division; member, 
State Civil Litigation Section; volunteer board observer, 
Philadelphia Bar Foundations’ Board Observer Pro-
gram; former president, homeowner’s association. 

Candidate’s Statement: My first job out of law school 
was at a district attorney’s office in Atlanta, and I soon 
learned the impact a lawyer can have on the commu-
nity.  Then, it was on a more personal level—interact-
ing with victims, defendants, and other members of the 
community—but I was still cognizant that my actions 
could help make the community a better place. I moved 
to Philadelphia last year and am eager to get involved 
with my new home by serving on the YLD executive 
committee. I would like to help continue the good 
work that the YLD already does, as well as engage with 
members and look for new opportunities to promote 
service. If elected, I would serve to the best of my ability 
and make sure that the YLD continues to have a posi-

tive impact on our profession 
and Philadelphia.

Omeed Firouzi

Professional Background: Attorney, Philadelphia Le-
gal Assistance Low Income Taxpayer Clinic;  Villanova 
University Charles Widger School of Law.

Activities: Young Lawyers’ Division Tax Liaison to the 
Philadelphia Bar Association Tax Section;
Leadership Advisory Group member, Planned Parent-
hood of Southeastern Pennsylvania.

Candidate’s Statement: As a young public interest 
practitioner, I’ve gotten to know and love the Phila-
delphia legal community. In my time as the YLD tax 
liaison, I’ve formed meaningful relationships through 
Legal Line, happy hours and other events. Through this 
position, I worked with the Tax Section to host a CLE 
on worker misclassification. In running for a full-time 
executive committee position, I hope to utilize my ora-
torical, networking and advocacy skills to develop fur-
ther programming, to connect other lawyers with pro 
bono activities, and to encourage other practitioners to 
get involved with the Association.

Katharine W. Fogarty

Professional Background: Senior Associate, Kaufman 
Dolowich & Voluck, LLP; Widener University Dela-
ware Law School. 

Activities: Liaison for KDV’s Women’s Initiative; 

Member of KDV’s Employment & Labor Practice 
Group; Mentor for the Penn State Liberal Arts Men-
tor Program; Mentor for the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion Young Lawyers Division E-Mentorship Program; 
Former Big Brother Big Sister Volunteer; Former Penn 
State THON Committee Chair; Former Certified Le-
gal Intern for the Chester County District Attorney’s 
Office.

Candidate’s Statement: My passion for the law and 
service expands beyond the courtroom. I have been 
looking for a way to get more involved in the Philadel-
phia community. Membership on the YLD executive 
committee would provide me with the perfect oppor-
tunity to connect with my peers and represent the best 
interests of not only the YLD members, but the Associ-
ation and Philadelphia community as a whole. My prior 
roles and experiences have provided me with the tools 
to foster positive and productive relationships with my 
peers, relate to others, and promote the best interests of 
the Association, our members, and the community. I 
would be honored to serve on the Executive Committee 
and assist in furthering the goals of the Association and 
our members.

Jordan Freeman

Professional Background: Associate Attorney, Hughes 
Law Firm; Western New England University School of 
Law.

Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar Association: 
Young Lawyers Division

Burdett Firouzi Fogarty Freeman

Hardy Kearney Nikitenko Ventresca

Adams
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Candidate’s Statement: As a young attorney and a 
Philadelphia transplant, I’ve been looking to get more 
involved in the local legal community and to build my 
professional network. I pursued a career in law, because 
I have a deep commitment to service and to equitable 
justice for families impacted by the legal system. Mem-
bership on the executive committee of the YLD would 
provide me with the opportunity to devote myself to 
improving our legal system and to connect with other 
professionals, young and more seasoned, in Philadel-
phia with the same passion for justice. My experience 
working at several small firms has helped me develop 
strong leadership skills and helped me learn to take ini-
tiative, regardless of my position. As a member of the 
executive committee, I hope to bring this same ener-
getic leadership, integrity, and diversity of thought to 
the board.

Candace C. Hardy

Professional Background: Associate Attorney, Mar-
shall Dennehey Warner Coleman & Goggin; Widener 
University Delaware Law School.

Activities: Member of the National Bar Association, 
Women Lawyers Division; member of the Barristers 
Association of Philadelphia, member of the Temple 
University Alumni Association, youth mentor, school 
volunteer and former domestic violence advocate.

Candidate’s Statement: My life experiences have taught 
me to acknowledge a variety of perspectives and ideas 
concerning personal issues of injustice. As a member 
of different organizations, I have interacted closely with 
individuals with divergent ideas to achieve communal 
resolutions in the public’s interest. As young lawyers, 
we not only want to aspire to promote and advocate 
the internal agenda of the organization, but also the ex-
ternal societal goals that have surfaced and presented 
challenges as we pursue our legal careers. Once elected 
to the executive committee, I plan to reinforce an at-
mosphere of conducive understanding and of exceeding 
accomplishments through public service.

Candice Kearney

Professional Background: Associate, Bennett, Bricklin 
& Saltzburg, LLC.; Drexel University Thomas R. Kline 
School of Law.

Activities: Young associate mentor to Bennett, Bricklin 
& Saltzburg summer associates; CLE presenter on the 
topics of Conflicts of Law, Mindfulness and Law Prac-
tice and Young Associate Perspectives and Tips; CLE 
organizer on the topics of Nutrition and Mindfulness; 
organizer of Puppy Yoga; organizer of two events for the 
Bar Mentoring Program.

Candidate’s Statement: Candice has remained active 
in the Philadelphia Bar Association since becoming an 
attorney. She has participated in Law Week every year, 
volunteering for various Law Week activities to gain 
useful institutional knowledge. She has served for two 
years as the YLD Liaison for the Wellness Committee 
of the Bar Association.  As a voting member of the ex-
ecutive committee, she hopes to continue working to 
promote wellness throughout the bar and to increase 
participation of young lawyers in the Association.

Bethany R. Nikitenko

Professional Background: Attorney, Feldman Shep-
herd Wohlgelernter Tanner Weinstock & Dodig LLP; 
Temple University James E. Beasley School of Law.

Activities: Steering Committee Member, Women 
Owned Law (2019 to present); Philadelphia Bar Associ-
ation Mentorship Program, Mentor (2019 to present); 
Committee Chair, Philadelphia Trial Lawyers, Small 
and Solo Committee (2018-2019); Lecturer, National 
Business Institute (2017 to present); Editorial Board 
Member, Young Lawyer, Legal Intelligencer (2016 to 
present); Executive Board, Vice President of Emerging 
Leaders, American Jewish Committee, Philadelphia 
Chapter (2015 to present); Development Committee, 
Women Against Abuse (2015 to present); Philadelphia 
VIP Volunteer (2015 to present); and Certified Arbi-
trator, Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas (2014 to 
present).

Candidate’s Statement: Civil engagement and pro 
bono service have been cornerstones of my 12-year le-
gal career. My diverse experience as a leader, volunteer, 
mentor, and trial attorney would make me a tremen-
dous asset to the YLD executive committee. It is my 
desire to make a meaningful contribution to the YLD 
by being an active and engaged member of the executive 
committee. My goal is to not only provide support to 
the existing YLD programs and events, but also develop 
new and innovative programming to better foster sup-
port for young attorneys in our community.

Samuel M. Ventresca

Professional Background: Associate, Blank Rome 
LLP; Temple University Beasley School of Law.

Activities: I regularly work with various pro bono or-
ganizations, having represented clients through the 
Support Center for Child Advocates, Philadelphia VIP 
(both Landlord-Tenant and Guardianship cases), and 

the SeniorLAW Center. I also recently took part in the 
American Inns of Court’s National Advocacy Training 
Program in Washington, D.C.

Candidate’s Statement: Growing up outside the city, 
Philadelphia is an integral part of who I am. That rela-
tionship inspires me to want to give back to our com-
munity. I would cherish the opportunity to share ideas 
and collaborate with fellow members of the Philadel-
phia legal community to explore and promote ways in 
which we can give back. If elected, I would strive to 
spread awareness of the issues of concern to young law-
yers as well as those affecting vulnerable individuals and 
the importance of offering critical services to those in 
need. I would be honored to serve on the YLD execu-
tive committee.

The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division Annual Election of Executive Committee 
members will be conducted via online ballot. This year, nine candidates are seeking election to eight 
seats available on the YLD Executive Committee. Committee members serve three-year terms.

According to Article V, Section 5.8.1, “If there is a contest for any office to be filled, the election 
shall be conducted electronically over the Internet pursuant to procedures established by the Board to 
preserve the confidentiality of the Member's vote and the integrity of the voting process. The position 
of the nominee on the ballot shall be determined by lot. The drawing of lots shall be conducted by 
the Judge of Elections on or before November 10 of each year in the presence of the nominees and/or 
their representatives. The form of the ballot shall be prescribed by the Board.”

Members will receive their ballots in an email on Monday, Nov. 18 with instructions. Online vot-
ing will end on Thursday, Dec. 12 at 5:30 p.m. Only members in good standing of the Association’s 
Young Lawyers Division may cast votes in this election. Attorneys are members of the Division if (1) 
they have not yet reached or reached the age of 40, or (2) they have not yet reached or reached the 
third anniversary of their first admission to the bar of any state

Candidates for YLD Exec. Committee

Sarah Adams
Kevin Burdett
Omeed Firouzi
Katharine W. Fogarty
Jordan Freeman

Candace C. Hardy
Candice Kearney
Bethany R. Nikitenko
Samuel M. Ventresca

Candidates for Office (elect seven)


