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Overcoming Obstacles With Morgan Lewis
n  By Lauren E. Ridley  

Morgan, Lewis and Bockius LLP is a proud pro bono partner of the Legal 
Clinic for the Disabled (LCD).  Through LCD, our lawyers represent individuals with 
physical disabilities in a variety of legal actions, including landlord-tenant disputes, eject-
ment proceedings, and Social Security disability appeals.  Morgan Lewis volunteers also 
assist with client intake at the Riverfront, Magee’s outpatient rehabilitation facility.  This 
partnership provides us with challenging, yet rewarding, opportunities to help disabled 
individuals, and allows us to develop meaningful and lasting relationships with our 
LCD clients. 

In a recent project, I was able to represent a young man seeking Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) benefits.  My client had extremely limited mobility as a quadriplegic, hav-
ing been injured in a violent incident, with a prognosis of limited to no functionality of 
his lower extremities for the rest of his life.  He applied for SSI benefits on his own in 
2014 and was initially denied.  His later attempt to appeal this rejection failed when he 
was unable to connect with the Social Security Administration (SSA) in a timely manner 
due to an unstable housing situation. Thankfully, my client was introduced to LCD in 
2016 as a patient at Magee Rehabilitation Hospital.  Shortly thereafter, LCD teamed up 
with Morgan Lewis to begin our representation—we would provide benefits assistance, 
and LCD would provide housing support.

Because he, the client, had such limited mobility and unstable housing—staying with 
friends if he could—the two of us were only able to meet at his monthly Magee appoint-
ments to review and sign appropriate paperwork.  Through LCD’s connection, Magee 
accommodated us so that we could talk in private rooms for an unlimited amount of 

time.  He and I also remained in constant contact through phone calls and texting, 
despite his limited hand mobility—a true benefit of technology.

Moving through the SSA system and gathering his medical information quickly 
proved to be difficult, and the pressure mounted as he faced impending homelessness.  
Regardless of these challenges, LCD and I continually assisted one another to utilize our 
collective experiences.  Eventually, we gathered all the evidence required and submitted an 
“on-the-record decision,” more than two months ahead of his scheduled hearing. 

Within five days of submitting our application, SSA approved my client for SSI ben-
efits, with retroactive payments owed back to 2014.  While he awaits the start of his SSI 
payments, LCD and I are in the process of helping him secure public housing and set up 
a special needs trust for his SSI benefit payments.

My client’s constant optimism, gratefulness, and smile remind me of the pride we 
can take as lawyers in helping those who cannot help themselves.  We have the capacity 
to serve those who are less fortunate, and in doing so, my practice has truly been more 
fulfilling.

If you are interested in learning more about pro bono opportunities through the LCD 
or know someone that could benefit from the LCD’s services, please contact Esther 
Miller, managing attorney, at emiller@lcdphila.org or 21-597-3357.

Lauren E. Ridley (lauren.ridley@morganlewis.com) is an associate at Morgan, Lewis and 
Bockius LLP.

Our team has been leading the ADR field for over two decades, 
and we know how to find you the best outcome for your case. 
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