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Growing Up With Pro Bono
n  By Jan P. Levine

The very purpose of pro bono work is to assist 
those who need help and to make a difference in the 
world. There are many reasons to do pro bono work – to 
help others, to provide access to justice, to improve your 
legal skills and for personal growth. All are reasons that 
have moved me to do pro bono work throughout my 
career. I have been involved in pro bono work during 
many stages in my career including now as a more senior 
partner.  Pro bono participation is not for lawyers just 
starting out, but rather is a continuum throughout our 
careers.  Because work for Support Center for Child 
Advocates (Child Advocates) requires both legal and per-
sonal skills, I am able to bring my years of practice and 
my life experience to some of the more complex cases.

I was inspired to work with Child Advocates when, 
years ago at a partners’ meeting at my firm, Pepper 
Hamilton LLP, a colleague spoke of her longtime service 
to Child Advocates. Her case presentation and her pas-
sion for the work were so compelling I thought at that 
moment, “I should do that.”

I began representing court-involved children in 
the Philadelphia child welfare system. To be a Child 
Advocates volunteer attorney, I was required to attend 
a full-day CLE training workshop, spend a half day at 
courtroom observation and complete the necessary back-
ground clearances. Then I was assigned my first case and 
teamed with a staff social worker to represent a young girl 
who had been a victim of sexual assault. This is a special 
area of practice where Child Advocates are appointed to 
represent a child victim or witness in a criminal case. 

The clients I have represented have all been female 
minors who were sexually abused by a family member 
or someone close to the family. Each case presented 
complicated legal issues but more so, complexities of 
dysfunctional family dynamics. Each case came with 
its own challenges, including pressures to recant, fear 
of testifying, and family members who both supported 
them and who let them down. Being able to maneuver 
through these cases takes both legal and personal skills. 
We need more attorneys to take complex pro bono cases 
because of what you can bring to the case, and do not be 
surprised by your own growth in the process. 

Jan P. Levine (levinej@pepperlaw.com) is a partner at Pep-
per Hamilton LLP .

iNterNatioNaL Law Committee

Korean Ambassador Covers the Intersection 
of Diplomacy and the Law 
n  By Erin Murphy

A recent event sponsored by the International 
Law Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association, Pep-
per Hamilton LLP and the Institute for Corean-Amer-
ican Studies (ICAS) provided attendees with an inside 
look at the diplomatic process as they heard remarks from 
Ahn Ho-Young, ambassador of the Republic of Korea, 
during his recent visit to the United States.

The April 21 event, held in Pepper Hamilton LLP’s 
Philadelphia office, began with a welcome from partner 
Murray Levin. Synja Kim, ICAS president, then intro-
duced the ambassador and spoke about his long diplo-
matic career. Before being appointed ambassador extraor-
dinary and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Korea to 
the United States by President Park Geun-hye in May 
2013, Ahn served as first vice minister of foreign affairs 
and trade. He joined Korea’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
1978.

Ahn began by discussing the relationship between 
diplomacy and the law. He noted that, in his nearly 40 
years with the Korean foreign service, he has worked on a 
number of issues of international law that have furthered 
the interests of his country and its people. “If international 
law is on your side, you become legitimate and strong,” he 
said. 

In addition to handling international trade law mat-
ters, Ahn has worked on human rights law issues. He 
described the important relationship between Korea and 
Japan that was jeopardized by the countries’ fight over 
“conflict women” — women who were forced to work in 
Japanese brothels during World War II. Noting that this 

issue was a “blemish” on the countries’ relationship, 
Ahn expressed hope that a recent agreement between 
Japan and Korea to acknowledge and compensate 
victims would allow the countries to move forward.

“It is important to recognize history fairly and 
honestly,” he said.

After Ahn’s opening remarks, ICAS Executive Vice 
President Sang Joo Kim led a Q&A session with the 
ambassador. Following up on Ahn’s discussion of 
human rights, several attendees had questions about 
North Korea and how the international community 
can best address the human rights violations currently 
occurring in that country.

Ahn spoke about the United Nations’ Commis-
sion of Inquiry on Human Rights in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, which issued a report in 
2014 detailing the “unspeakable atrocities” committed 
in North Korea. Ahn noted that the report caused shock 
and recognition around the world, but that “now is the 
time to focus on specific issues.”

For South Korea, that means ending all back-door 
communications with North Korea and pursuing stron-
ger sanctions to address concerns about the development 
of nuclear weapons and missile technology. 

“We are of the view that we should be implementing 
sanctions so that we can make North Korea change its 
position, but we are still concerned about its citizens. This 
will not stop us from providing assistance for humanitar-
ian purposes,” Ahn said.

The ambassador also fielded questions on his specialty, 
international trade. He discussed the U.S.-Korea Free 
Trade Agreement, trade took effect in March 2012. Ahn 

noted that, as the Korean ambassador to the United States, 
he often addressed concerns over the agreement, but it had 
so far proved successful.

“The United States had interest in agricultural, pharma-
ceutical and automotive products, and U.S. manufacturers 
are doing well in those three areas. It is a win for Korea 
and a win for the United States,” he said.

Ahn also answered questions regarding why Korea did 
not join the Trans-Pacific Partnership as a charter mem-

Ahn Ho-Young, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea, 
gives remarks to attendees at the seminar during 
his U.S. visit sponsored by the International Law 
Committee, Pepper Hamilton LLP and the Institute for 
Corean-American Studies at Pepper Hamilton LLP on 
April 21.
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