
I
n May 2018, Missouri passed 
legislation that defined meat 
as “... any edible portion 

of livestock or poultry carcass or 
part thereof,” and meat product as 
“anything containing ‘meat’ intended 
for or capable of use for human 
consumption, which is derived, in 
whole or in part, from livestock or 
poultry.” Violation of the law incurs up 
to a year of jail time and up to $1,000 
in fines.

On August 28, 2018, the law went 
into effect. The ACLU of Missouri, 
along with The Tofurky Company, The 
Good Food Institute–a non-profit clean 
(lab-grown) meat and plant-based meat 
alternative advocacy group based out 
of Washington D.C.–, and the Animal 
Legal Defense Fund, has already filed 
suit claiming the statute violates the 
First Amendment free speech rights 
of companies like Tofurky. The suit 
points out that the definition and 
labeling of meat is already addressed 
by the FDA and the FTC; it also 
challenges claims by statute advocates 
that consumers are otherwise confused 
by the current labeling of plant-based 
meat alternatives that use words like 
“burger” and “sausage.”

 Advocates of the new law maintain 
that its purpose is to protect consumers 
from confusion and to maintain the 
integrity of meat products derived from 
livestock.

“This isn't a Missouri issue,” 
said Mike Deering, Executive Vice 
President of the Missouri Cattlemen’s 
Association, in an MCA press release 

back in May. “This is about protecting 
the integrity of the products that farm 
and ranch families throughout the 
country work hard to raise each and 
every day.”

Executive Director of the ALDF 
Stephen Wells begs to differ. In an 
ALDF statement, he stated that  

“... Missouri is putting its thumb 
on the scale to unfairly benefit the 
meat industry and silence alternative 
producers. This law violates various 
constitutional principles, including free 
speech–which should be a concern for 
everyone, regardless of diet.”
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What is Meat Really Made From?



R
enewed attention is being paid to the role and enor-
mous power of prosecutors, who have the ability to 
immediately and directly affect the communities to 

which they are elected. This year, popular former U.S. Repre-
sentative Keith Ellison (D-MN) left an otherwise comfortable 
House seat to run for district attorney in Minnesota. 

“There’s some things a member of Congress can’t do,” said 
Ellison to the MinnPost in June. “You cannot take immediate 
action to protect rights of people. A member of Congress 
can introduce legislation, try to make the law better, but an 
attorney general can very pragmatically sue to make sure 
people’s credit card companies are not taking advantage of 
them.”

When Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner was 
elected in November 2017, he said in his victory speech “This 
is a story about a movement. This is what a movement looks 
like.”

His election was spearheaded by a grassroots coalition 
of Philadelphia advocacy groups who were blindsided by 
the results of the 2016 presidential election: POWER, an 
interfaith justice organization; Reclaim Philadelphia, a group 
initially made up of ex-Bernie Sanders campaign members, 
whose membership ballooned from 20 to 300 + in a number 
of months post-election; the 215 People’s Alliance, a group 
whose aim is to revitalize the Philadelphia school system 
following 15 years of state control; and others, all of who 
united to get progressive defense attorney Krasner into office. 

On a national level, the ACLU has spotlighted the role of 
prosecutors and the importance of voting in the elections 
that put them in office with the video series, The Power 
of Prosecutors. The series takes an in-depth look into the 
specific powers prosecutors hold over bail, charging, and plea 
bargains, and also examines how voters can hold prosecutors 
accountable. John Oliver even covered the topic of prosecutors 
in a segment on “Last Week Tonight” this past August. 

Whether to bring charges, or to offer bail or plea bargains 
is an example of a prosecutor’s ability to directly affect 

mass incarceration, a topic of great concern for historically 
marginalized communities, in particular, and for the stability 
and happiness of local communities, as a whole.

DA Larry Krasner understands the importance of 
accountability for prosecutors. In January 2018, he made 
headlines when he dismissed over 30 attorneys who’d been 
there under the previous district attorney. 

“The DA’s office needs incredibly capable trial lawyers and 
appellate lawyers,” said Krasner, in the spring 2018 issue of 
The Philadelphia Lawyer. “These skills are transferrable. If 
you share the mission of the movement, if you’re willing to 
work hard and if you have a pile of talent, please apply to 
this office. We are trying to build something different here to 
advance the movement.”
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Highlight on Prosecutors 

George A. D’Angelo
April 16, 2018, age 91

Stanton L. Triester
June 26, 2018, age 90

Hon. John J. Poserina Jr.
June 29, 2018, age 87

Jennifer M. McHugh
Aug. 7, 2018, age 52

James J. Orlow
Aug. 23, 2018, age 82

Hon. William J. Nealon
Aug. 30, 2018, age 95

Robert N. Hunn
Sept. 4, 2018, age 57

Fred C. Aldridge Jr.
Sept. 5, 2018, age 85

Herbert Braker
Sept. 9, 2018, age 90

■   I N  M E M O R I A M  ■

Please send In Memoriam notices to 
tplmag@philabar.org.

Have you considered a contribution to the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation in memory of a de ceased colleague?
For information, call Jessica Hilburn-Holmes, 

executive director, at 215-238-6347.
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Get Published in

The Editorial Board of this mag-
azine welcomes submissions 
from attorneys and other pro-
fessionals who wish to share 
their expertise on law-related 
topics. 
As policy, we do not compen-
sate our writers.
Articles must be original and 
previously unpublished.
Manuscripts should adhere to 
the following word counts:

*  Major Law-Related 
       Articles: 2,000 words
*  Other Law-Related 
      Features: 1,500 words
*  General Interest: 1,500 words
*  Fiction: 1,000 words
*  Practice Areas: 750 words
*  Essays or Humor: 750 words
*  Book Reviews: 750 words

For more information,  
e-mail: tplmag@philabar.org.

Soliciting Submissions on 
“Race and the Law”

The Editorial Board of The Philadelphia Lawyer 

magazine is soliciting submissions for a forthcoming 

issue on race and the law. The Board is looking for 

articles that tell stories from the perspectives of people of 

all colors who work in the legal community. This issue 

will be slated for Spring 2019.

We are looking for shorter articles of 750 words and 

longer feature-length articles of 1,200-1,500 words. 

Authors may ask to remain anonymous to protect their 

privacy. For more information and to submit an article 

for consideration please email tplmag@philabar.org.

Y
our business thrives off of 
bills–if you don’t get your 
billing right, you don’t get 

paid. We’ve compiled the best legal 
billing habits you should be practicing 
today, as well as the billing habits you 
should break as soon as possible.  

GOOD: BE THOROUGH

Record every task for your client’s 
case, including every major step. For 
example, many lawyers will record their 
tasks in 10-15 minute increments.

GOOD: BE CONSISTENT

Plan a consistent time to send your 
bill. Your client can then anticipate it and 
pay it more promptly.

GOOD: RECORD YOUR TASKS 

FREQUENTLY

Document your work as soon as it’s 
finished. Otherwise, something could 
come up and you may forget the details.

GOOD: USE SIMPLE LANGUAGE 
Your clients might be unfamiliar with 

legal jargon. If they easily understand 
the charges on their bill, they are less 
likely to dispute them.

BAD: DON’T BILL FOR 

EVERYTHING

You shouldn’t be charging for basic 
tasks like using a printer or a stapler. The 
cost of standard office supplies should 
come out of your pocket.

BAD: DON’T WAIT

When your bill is ready to go, don’t 
delay sending it out. The longer you wait 
to send your bill, the less likely it will be 
paid on time (or at all).

BAD: DON’T BE INFLEXIBLE 

Studies have shown that 75 percent of 
people prefer to make their purchases by 
credit card. When you give your clients 
multiple payment options, getting paid 
becomes much easier.

Four Great Legal Billing Habits (And Three to Avoid)


