
FROM THE EDITOR

From A Philadelphia Lawyer …

B Y  J O H N  C .  G R E G O R Y  J R .

T
his edition of The Philadelphia Lawyer magazine is 
arguably the most important edition ever issued in 
the 80-year history of the publication.  In this issue, 
we deal with a topic that is as old as our country and 

as recent as today’s newspaper headlines.  The magazine’s staff 
and our editorial board has worked hard to put together an edition 
that speaks to race issues and prejudice in our world today, and in 
the practice of law.  We all need to take these matters to heart and 
learn from the experiences conveyed in 
this special edition of the magazine.  

It seems to me we all know prejudice, 
or don’t have to look far for examples.  
I had the good fortune to travel to Italy 
this past summer.  Like my father and 
other family members before me, I took 
a pilgrimage to my grandfather’s little 
village of Vodo de Cardore, about 15 
clicks short of Cantina in the mighty 
Dolomite Mountains of Northern Italy 
on the Swiss and Austrian border.  I 
could not help but look at those jagged, 
imposing mountains and wonder how 
my grandfather, at the age of 10-years-
old, crossed those mountains with just 
his mother and his twin brother to travel 
to a port in France and take a ship to Ellis 
Island and a new land—America, a land 
of opportunity.  

What if he had been turned back when 
he got here, as is the present experience 
of too many of today’s immigrant 
population?  He certainly experienced 
what at the turn of the last century was 
prejudice against foreigners, but he rose 
above it.  He went on to be a very proud 
American.  He worked hard well into his 80s,  and proudly raised 
a family with my grandmother, his wife of 65 years.  He voted in 
every election, canvased for his candidates and waived the flag 
on the Fourth of July.  His children, and their children, went on 
to become professors, bankers and, yes, lawyers.  Think about the 
future contributions to the wealth and growth of our nation that 
will be missed by turning back like-minded individuals today.

I point this out as it underscores the experience of prejudice 
explored in this edition of the magazine, and not for any political 
agenda.

To change the subject, today I am at the bottom of the roller 
coaster.  By this I mean that every member of the magazine’s 
editorial board gets to be editor-in-chief when they reach the top 
of the masthead.  This is my third term.  It will surely be my final 
term, as well, as it is unlikely I will still be around – either retired 

or dead – by the time my next opportunity 
might arise.  It has been a fun ride.

You might be interested to know 
that The Philadelphia Lawyer magazine 
was first published as “The Shingle” in 
1938.  While I cannot say it has been a 
bastion of literary genius (after all, I am 
not George Plimpton and this is not the 
“Paris Review”), what I can say is that, in 
my opinion, it has endeavored to serve as 
a forum for members of the bar who like 
to write and wish to publish and be heard 
on any given subject.  

At the core of the publication is 
the editorial board.  The editorial board 
is composed of volunteer members of 
the Philadelphia Bar Association who 
are appointed by the chancellor and 
approved by the board of governors from 
time to time.   Attrition over time seems 
to keep a working balance in the board.

Members of the editorial board 
are responsible for submitting their 
own articles for publication as well as 
soliciting articles from other members of 
the bar.  In addition, the magazine itself 
includes a solicitation of articles notice.  

The result is regular and consistent submissions of articles.  These 
articles are then presented to the board for review at its monthly 
meetings, creating a mosaic of unique, original writing.

The Philadelphia Lawyer is unlike publications from other 
bar associations.  Our publication offers the voice of each 
individual member willing to make the sacrifice of time and work 
to submit something for publication.  It is not the by-product 
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of a professional staff in the business of 
magazine publishing.  In this way it is 
unique.  We are just as pleased to have a 
member report on an interesting visit to a 
foreign land as we are to have a summary 
of an important Supreme Court opinion.  
We intentionally lean toward individualism 
and the expression of same by our brothers 
and sisters in the law.  

Being a member of the editorial board 
has been one of my favorite professional 
accomplishments, and I have enjoyed the 
company of some of the most interesting 
members of our bar.  The stories are 
endless.  The memories rich and lasting.  I 
am so pleased that I answered the call to 
serve.  I hope the readership has enjoyed 
the publication a fraction of how much I 
have enjoyed providing it to them.   

Quite frankly, we could probably sell 
tickets to the meetings … or stream them 
in the modern vernacular.  There is no 
hiding that we have a good time.  The cast 
of characters is chock-full of comedians, 
intellectuals, liberals, conservatives … and 
even people who can write!  

My memories are of Harry Lore 
pontificating against certain forms of 
censorship (“ … Well, my boy …” I can 
still hear him say as he placed his hand on 
my shoulder and addressed some matter 
at hand).  And no one is, or was, a better 
story teller than Steve LaCheen.  If you 
have enjoyed the large body of work 
he has produced over the years for the 
magazine, as I have, you need to know it 
is but a fraction of the number of stories 
he has told the board over the years!  It 
is also fun when he joins in the comedy 
trio with the mild-mannered Hal Cohen 

and the enthusiastic Steve Sher.  Comic 
relief is always essential at these meetings.  
Of course, every time the erudite Rick 
Freeman speaks, I am reminded of William 
F. Buckely, as he leans back slightly in 
his chair and speaks slowly and softly.  
Then, there is the ever-level-headed David 
Grunfeld, our voice of reason, urging us 
to keep moving on our agenda as we often 
become sidetracked.  

I am so pleased to have been able 
to make fast friends of members of our 
bar whom I might have not otherwise 
encountered. I highly respect the unique 
legal careers and the sober, informed 
intellect of Manny Iheukwumere, Jennifer 
Snyder, Debbie Weinstein, Mike Carroll, 
Al Dandridge, Shelli Fedullo and Justine 
Gudenas.  Of course, members such as 
the reliable Niki Ingram, whose opinions 
always rise above the clutter, or Dan Siegel, 
who brought us into the 21st century 
with his IT knowledge and his ability to 
translate same to the non-technical among 
us, including me, have added a sober 
substance to our process.  Last, but not least, 
I am particularly proud to have nominated 
Kelly Tillery to our board. He has been 
nothing short of prolific in contributions 
to the magazine and is clearly one of the 
best writers on our roster. We now look to 
the newest appointees, Brian McGinnis, 
Tiffany Palmer and Daniella Price, to lead 
the way toward our future.  

As I concluded my final meeting as 
leader of the editorial board, each member 
tapped me on my shoulder or shook my 
hand as they walked past and said, “Thank 
you.”  At the end of the day, this is all there 
is for volunteers such as ourselves.  A thank 
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The Philadelphia Lawyer is unlike 
publications from other bar associations. 

. . . We intentionally lean toward 
individualism and the expression of same 

by our brothers and sisters in the law.
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you and a kind smile.  
Well, I feel it is I who should be thanking the Philadelphia Bar 

Association - its leadership; its management; and its membership 
– for the opportunity to serve.  It has truly been an enhancement 
of my professional career to sit on the editorial board and to be its 
editor-in-chief.

Thank you.

John C. Gregory Jr. (johncgregoryjr@gmail.com) is editor-in-chief of 
The Philadelphia Lawyer.  

It has truly been an enhancement of my professional career to 
sit on the editorial board and to be its editor-in-chief.

Leon “Lee” A. Mankowski
Jan. 28, 2019, age 84 

Hon. J. William Ditter Jr.
April 7, 2019, age 97

Dr. Ruth Kafrissen Horwitz
April 21, 2019, age 82

Joseph S. Bekelja
May 29, 2019, age 81

Neil Hurowitz
May 31, 2019, age 85

■    I N  M E M O R I A M  ■

Please send In Memoriam 
notices to tplmag@

philabar.org.

Have you considered a contribution 
to the Philadelphia Bar Foundation in 

memory of a de ceased colleague?
For information, call Jessica Hilburn-

Holmes, 
executive director, at 215-238-6347.




