
By Genna M. Viozzi

Volunteer Philadelphia
lawyers will offer free legal
advice, welcome new
American citizens, visit with
children in classrooms and
invite inner-city students into
their offices Saturday, April 28
through Saturday, May 5.
That’s when the Philadelphia
Bar Association marks “Law
Week 2001” with a host of
special events and services
reaching out to thousands of
citizens.

The eight-day lawfest,
sponsored by the 13,000-
member Bar Association, is
one of the most ambitious
public outreach efforts of its
type in the nation. Law Week
2001’s theme, “Promoting the
Best Interests of Children,” is
an opportunity for us to
reflect on how the law pro-
tects the constitutional rights
of our children and helps
them achieve greatness. 

“This year, Law Week gives
us the chance to show how
Philadelphia lawyers can play

a role in efforts to better
assure that no child is left
behind,” said Philadelphia
Bar Association Chancellor
Carl S. Primavera. “Law Week
is also an acknowledgment of
the many blessings and 

liberties given to us as
Americans under the
Constitution.”

All Law Week activities are
under the direction of
Association Chancellor-Elect
Allan H. Gordon and are
coordinated by the Associa-
tion’s Young Lawyers Division

(YLD) with the help of scores
of lawyer-volunteers. The
YLD Law Week co-chairs are
YLD Chair-Elect Marla A.
Joseph  and Executive
Committee member Melissa
A. Schwartz.

The following is a sched-
ule of Law Week activities:

Saturday, April 28 — The
celebration is off to a running
start when volunteer lawyers
trade their briefcases for
hammers and paintbrushes
to refurbish a Chester County

Law Week Filled With Special Events
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by Jeff Lyons

Association Chancellor
Carl S. Primavera has sent a
letter to President Bush and
every member of the U.S.
Senate expressing the associ-
ation’s deep disappointment
in the President’s March 22
decision to end the American
Bar Association’s 50-year-old
role in exclusively screening
prospective nominees to the
federal bench.

“We are deeply saddened
by the White House
announcement today of an
unnecessary break in a long-
standing and productive
process,” Primavera said.

Primavera also urged sen-
ators to continue to pay
attention to the ABA’s ratings
and “confirm only those fed-
eral judicial nominees that
have been found ‘Qualified’
by the ABA.” He even called
upon the President “to honor
the ABA’s ratings of judicial
candidates.”

“This is not the end of the

Chancellor Chastises Bush,
B a cks ABA Judge Sc r e e n i n g

Philadelphia Bar Association Chancellor Carl S. Primavera holds an eagle statue presented to him by
The Justinian Society. Every year, the Justinians hold a luncheon in honor of the Bar ’s new chancellor. At
left is Philadelphia Municipal Court President Judge Louis J. Presenza and at right is Alexander B.
Giacobetti, Chancellor of the Justinian Society. More photos can be found on Page 16.

continued on page 16

continued on page 10

In This Issue ...
Jury Duty Call

Contraceptive Forum

International Visitors

YLD Update

‘First Years’ Review

Charity Run

INS Custody Summit

Feasts to Famine

People 

Visit the Philadelphia Bar on the Web at www.philadelphiabar.org  •  Look for Bar Reporter Online e-newsbrief every Monday morning

2

3

4

5

6

12

14

17

19

Court
Reform
Resolution
is Tabled
By Jeff Lyons

A resolution recommend-
ing a host of reforms to
Philadelphia’s Dependent
Court has been tabled by the
Board of Governors to give
the Association and the court
more time to work toward
some of the reforms.

The action comes on the
heels of a letter to the board
chair from Philadelphia
Common Pleas Court
President Judge Frederica A.
Massiah-Jackson.

The resolution supported
an increase in the number of
judgeships for and an alloca-
tion of additional resources to
Dependent Court so that
accountability and due
process of law will be assured;
so that cases to be heard in a
consistent and timely manner

continued on page 10

Justinians Honor Primavera



By Daniel A. Cirucci

Philadelphia Bar Association
Chancellor Carl S. Primavera has been
summoned.

And even though he’ll have to leave
his computer terminal, surrender his
cell phone and give up his day job for
a while,  the Chancellor was anxious to
respond to the summons and appear
as directed.

That’s because Primavera, a
Philadelphia resident, was called to
jury duty on March 19 in Room 101 of
the Criminal Justice Center at 1301
Filbert St. There, he joined his fellow
citizens as part of that day’s jury pool
for Common Pleas Court.

Primavera, who has been working
hard to support efforts to convince citi-
zens to answer the call to jury service,
says “there really is nothing more
important than this. I wouldn’t think of
not serving.” Currently, more than a
third of those summoned to jury ser-

vice in Philadelphia fail to show. Even
though that’s better than a no-show
rate that has been as high as 57 per-
cent, the Chancellor thinks it can still
be improved.

“Most people can and should show
up as directed. It doesn’t matter who
they are or how important they may
think they are. This is the highest duty
a citizen can perform.”

The Chancellor commended the
local courts and the Jury Project of
Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts
(PMC) for their efforts “to stress the
positive value of jury service and
encourage more people to serve.”

PMC’s Jury Project seeks to make

the jury system more “juror friendly”
since studies show a direct correlation
between serving as a juror and an ele-
vated opinion of the justice system.
PMC has entered into a partnership
with the Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas to:

• Enhance jurors’ understanding of
the jury process;

• Develop effective procedures to
deal with people who do not appear;

• Improve the morning orientation
program;

• Improve the standard jury sum-
mons;

• Encourage businesses to pay
wages of employees who serve as
jurors.

Primavera and PMC also support
legislation to increase the nominal fee
jurors are paid. “But you don’t do this
for the money,” he adds. “You do it
because it’s right. I’m not doing any-
thing special. In fact, it’s an honor to
join the many who have served.
Hopefully, I’ll set a  good example,” he
concluded.

2 APRIL 2001 / BAR REPORTER

by Carl S. Primavera

Are you enjoying the new season of
“The Sopranos”? If you are, you’ll have
to fill me in on the story line because
I’m not quite up-to-date on Tony
Soprano & Co. 

To begin with, I’m not an avid tele-
vision viewer. Something has to be
really good to attract my attention and
I’m afraid “The Sopranos” doesn’t even
come close. I watched a few minutes of
it once. That was enough.

Sure, I understand that the show is
popular. A great many people enjoy it.
That’s fine. You can pretty much watch
whatever you want on TV these days
especially if you’re paying for it. I’d be
the last one to deprive others of dra-
matic entertainment and censorship is
not an appealing notion to anyone
who believes in the First Amendment.
But when it comes to The Sopranos, I
tend to agree with Dorothy Ramienski,
a University of Maryland student who
recently wrote about the program for
her college newspaper. Dorothy, who
describes herself as “50 percent Italian-
American,” correctly points out that
“‘The Sopranos’ and movies like

‘Goodfellas’ and ‘The Godfather’ merely
perpetuate the anti-Italian stereotype
that all Italians are involved with crime
in some way.”

Regrettably, Dorothy is right. And
this has been going on for a long time.
In fact, a new  five-year study just
released by the Italic Studies Institute
found that 40 percent of the 1,220 films
produced in the United States since
1928 that featured Italian-American
themes depicted Italian-Americans as
gangsters. And even when Italian-
Americans weren’t depicted  as violent
criminals, in 29 percent of the remain-

ing cases they were portrayed as boors,
buffoons, bigots and bimbos. Imagine
over a period of 72 years, in more than
half the cases, the depiction has been
largely negative. That’s a powerful
stereotype to have to overcome. 

Stereotypes are wrong. They are
wrong regardless of the targeted group.
Stereotypes constitute the active, daily,
persistent, harmful language of group
bigotry.

We must learn to reject the destruc-
tive shorthand of stereotypes, take the
time to really get to know one another
and truly appreciate all that each one
of us can contribute to the whole. 

Here at the Bar Association, our
whole effort has been to promote eth-
nic and racial diversity and break
down barriers to understanding and
advancement. Our outreach programs,
model employer policies, and mandat-
ed inclusion and representation provi-
sions for our governing boards all
work toward this same goal. We’ve
even held retreats, workshops and
training session to promote diversity
and understanding. This year, our Bar
leaders have made it a special point to
meet regularly with the minority bar

associations to carry on a productive
dialogue and develop new cooperative
programs that benefit all of us. Within
the justice system and in the commu-
nity, we also reach out through public
education, monitoring and mentoring
programs. Our many committee and
section activities and our priorities and
programs throughout the year reflect
this commitment.

Obviously, some groups know the
sting of bigotry more than others. The
scourge of racism is particularly repug-
nant and requires active vigilance.
Certainly, whatever prejudice any of us
have witnessed or experienced should
encourage us to turn away from it once
and for all.

But the popularity of “The
Sopranos” proves that stereotypes con-
tinue to exert a seductive hold on the
popular culture. And that only reminds
us of the challenge that we still face
and the work that still has to be done. 

Carl S. Primavera, partner in the law firm of Kl e h r,
H a rrison, Harvey, Branzburg and Ellers LLP, is
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association. His e-
mail address is ch a n c e l l o r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g
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When it Comes to ‘The Sopranos,’ I’ll Pa s s

“Most people can and should show up as directed. It doesn’t matter who

they are or how important they may think they are. This is the highest

duty a citizen can perform.”

Chancellor Answers the Jury Duty Call
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Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, PA 19107-
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By Marla A. Joseph

The need for equitable and afford-
able prescription coverage for contra-
ceptives was the topic at a March pro-
gram sponsored by the Women’s
Rights Committee of the Bar
Association and the YWCA.

The program, “Meeting the Needs of
Women Worldwide: Contraceptive
Coverage and International Family
Planning,” was held in cooperation
with the Population Resource Center
on March 15. The panelists included
State Rep. Babette Josephs, (D-Phila.);
State Rep. Connie Williams, (D-
Montgomery); Karen A. Raschke, staff
attorney of state programs, Center for
Reproductive Law and Policy;  and Dr.
Charles F. Westoff, senior research
demographer, Office of Population
Research, Princeton, N.J. 

Josephs provided statistics that
demonstrate the compelling need for
women in Pennsylvania to have equi-
table prescription coverage for contra-
ceptives. She said  the typical woman
spends 90 percent of her reproductive
life trying to avoid pregnancy.
However, the majority of prescription
plans do not include oral contracep-
tives or birth control devices such as
diaphragms or IUDs. Conversely, in
1998, less than two months after Viagra
was introduced to the market, more
than half of the prescriptions for Viagra
were covered by some health insur-
ance policy. According to the Womens
Research and Education Institute,
women pay 68 percent more than men
in out-of-pocket health expenses dur-
ing their childbearing years. The situa-
tion is compounded by the fact that
women are often in lower paying jobs
than men.  

Raschke, who was a Planned
Parenthood lobbyist for 10 years and
the current staff attorney of state pro-
grams for the Center for Reproductive
Law and Policy, emphasized that for-
mer welfare recipients are suffering the
greatest hardship. Before being pushed
back into the work force, these women
were covered under Medicaid which
covered 100 percent of family planning
costs and provided out-of-plan
allowances. Now these women are
working in very low-paying jobs with
either no health insurance or very nar-
row coverage.  Thus, these women
must chose to pay for “pills” or “bills.”

State Rep. Williams recently intro-
duced the Contraceptive Equity Bill,
House Bill 25, for the third time. One
section of this bill provides that a
health insurance policy shall not
exclude or restrict coverage for any
prescription contraceptive drug or
device approved by the Food and Drug

Administration, if such policy provides
coverage for other prescription drugs
or devices. Moreover, this bill would
prevent a health insurance policy from
excluding or restricting coverage for
outpatient medical or counseling ser-
vices necessary for the effective use of
contraception, if such policy provides
coverage for other outpatient medical
or counseling services. 

On the federal level, U.S. Sens.
Olympia Snow (R-Maine) and Harry
Reid (D-Nev.) introduced in January
the Equity and Prescription Insurance
and Contraceptive Coverage Act  which
currently has 25 co-sponsors. The
House version of the bill was just
introduced by U.S. Reps.  James
Greenwood (R-Pa.) and Nita Lowely
(D-N.Y.) In March. The future of this
legislation is uncertain. Currently, the
following 10 states require equitable
contraceptive coverage:  Maryland,
Georgia, Vermont, Maine, Nevada,
Connecticut, North Carolina, Hawaii,
New Hampshire and California.

While it might be an uphill battle
obtaining passage of equitable contra-
ceptive legislation, Raschke noted that
the federal Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (EEOC) pro-
vided another vehicle to fight this
issue. Last December, the EEOC issued
a commission decision finding that
employers’ prescription plans which
excluded the cost of prescription con-
traceptive drugs available only to
women under their employee health
plan, while covering a number of other
preventive drugs devices and services,
violated the Pregnancy Discrimination
Act and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. Raschke emphasized that
while this decision is only binding on
the two anonymous employees who
filed charges, it could set a precedent
for future charges against employers.

Westoff concluded the panel dis-
cussion by discussing the impact of the
lack of contraception prescription and
devices on women in developing
countries. Ironically, while many con-
servative Republicans tried to discour-
age contraception use in these coun-
tries, such a policy actually results in
increased abortions. In the former
Soviet Union, Westoff noted that
increased contraception availability has
replaced abortions. Nonetheless, on
President Bush’s third day in office, he
reimposed the Mexico City policy of
the Reagan Administration, which bans
federal aid to any international family
planning organization that provides
abortion services, counseling, public
information campaigns or lobbying to
legalize abortions, even if such services
are paid for by the organizations’ own
money.

According to Josephs, women in
Pennsylvania had to fight for their
medical rights throughout the last
decade and they should continue to do
so to win the battle for equitable pre-
scription coverage. She noted that it
took legislation in 1994 to mandate
coverage of pap smears and breast
exams. In 1997, it took a law to keep
managed care entities from ejecting
women from hospitals 24 hours after

giving birth. And in 1998, it took legis-
lation to end the practice of “drive
through breast surgery” and to guaran-
tee women HMO subscribers direct
access to obstetricians and gynecolo-
gists as their primary health care
providers.

Marla A. Joseph is chair-elect of the Young Lawyers
Division and co-chair of the Women’s Rights Committee.
She is an associate at Sacks, Weston, Smolinsky, Albert &
L u b e r.

BAR REPORTER / APRIL 2001 3

Women’s Rights Committee

Forum Examines Contraceptive Cost Equity

Marla A. Joseph (right) meets with Pa. State Rep. Babette Josephs (D-Phila.)  During the
March 15 program on contraceptive coverage and international family planning.



4 APRIL 2001 / BAR REPORTER

Compulsory Arbitration Committee

C o -Chairs Host International Vi s i t o r s
Jeffrey L. Dashevsky and Andrea M.

Deutsch, co-chairs of the Bar
Association’s Compulsory Arbitration
Committee, recently met with three
guests of the U.S. government from the
Arbitration Court of the Republic of
Guinea.

Dashevsky and Deutsch, along with
Joseph L. Hassett, director of the
Philadelphia County Arbitration Center,
were invited by the U.S. Department of
State to meet with Ousman Sow,
Bissirou Toure and Laouratou Bah and
their interpreter, Kenneth Adams on
Feb. 26 and discussed alternative means
of resolving disputes outside the nor-
mal proceedings of the formal judicial
system at the international, national
and local levels.

With more than 25,000 cases a year
concluded at the arbitration level,
Philadelphia’s Court of Common Pleas
Compulsory Arbitration Program is one
of the most successful in the nation,
according to Dashevsky.

From left, Jeffrey L. Dashevsky, Andrea M.
Deutsch, Ousman Sow, Bissirou Toure and
Laouratou Bah, interpreter Kenneth Adams
and Joseph L. Hassett pose for a photo at
the Philadelphia County Arbitration Center .



by James E. Elam IV

The Young Lawyers Division has a
strong and proud tradition of being the
community service arm of the
Philadelphia Bar Association. The YLD
is nationally recognized for its creative
and progressive activities and has won
awards for its programs. The YLD has
also been given great praise locally for
its level of activism and dedication to
the public, and in particular, its work
with the youth of Philadelphia.
However, when seeking to enlist young
lawyers to participate in the events and
programs, we encounter an all-too-
familiar barrier.  

Young lawyers in Philadelphia are
often are discouraged by their superi-
ors from participating not only in the
Bar Association’s activities, but from
the YLD’s service projects as well. Many
senior lawyers in Philadelphia consider
Bar-related activities to be political in
nature. Therefore, based on the scope
of the firm/office’s practice area, many

senior lawyers do not look kindly on
participation in Bar Association activi-
ties.  

While there are many factors and
reasons given for discouraging young
lawyers from being active in the Bar,
most tend to surround the fact that
employers will not consider giving
associates credit for community
activism. In discussions with senior

attorneys at law firms, government
agencies and corporations, I have
found that many do not give young
attorneys credit or consideration for
their service-related activities.

Associates have told of having to
use vacation days to go to service pro-
jects, making up hours spent on behalf
of the citizens of the city that loves you
back on their weekends, and losing
bonuses due to unbillable time.
Accordingly, this call goes out to open
discussions within our respective
offices to allow young lawyers to help
the great tradition of Young Lawyers
Division service to the city to continue.

Over the years, the YLD has served
to educate and mentor the less fortu-
nate. Some of my fondest YLD memo-
ries have to do with interacting with
the public school students who, like
myself at their age, never had the
opportunity to interact with profes-
sionals. The look in the eyes of these
youths when the “high-powered, high-
paid” lawyers come to their respective

schools is more priceless than even
MasterCard could imagine. Even
greater satisfaction can come through
coaching a team in the mock trial com-
petition. Seeing these once rough-
around-the-edges kids in action as
young attorneys makes you realize the
true glory in what you have done.

Maybe if you answered the tele-
phones at LegalLine and helped an
elderly person resolve a crisis when no
one else would help, or helped a single
mother navigate a troubling landlord-
tenant issue, or even just referred a
caller in need of guidance, you would
get a better understanding of what the
YLD gives back to this city.

Business concerns aside, activism in
the YLD is a great investment for
young lawyers. It may not show up on
tax forms, but the personal satisfaction
that it provides is priceless.

James E. Elam IV, associate in the law firm of Dilworth
Paxson LLP, is chair of the Young Lawyers Division. His
e-mail address is elamje@dilworthlaw. c o m .
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Young Lawyers Division

G i ve Young Law yers Credit Where Due

Y L D  U P D A T E

‘Thinking Like a Lawyer’
is Helpful Resource
for LegalLine Volunteers
By Molly Peckman

“I was fired because of my race ...”
“My boss makes fun of my accent ...”
“I have a support hearing next week and

my lawyer just bailed on me ...”
“The job owes me money ...”
“I’m disabled and need a lawyer. What

should I do?”
“My car was damaged by a teen-

ager who took her parents’ car without
permission. Her mom’s insurance com-
pany denied the claim. What can I do?”

“Thinking like a lawyer.” I remember
when I was in law school, I never knew
what that meant. Why did I need to be
taught how to think a certain way? I
convinced myself those “Socratizing”
professors were trying to brainwash
me and I managed to succeed in law
school without changing my thought
process.

I didn’t think about that term until
a few weeks ago when I volunteered
for LegalLine. On the first and third
Wednesday of each month, the Young
Lawyers Division staffs the Lawyer
Referral and Information Service’s
phone bank from 5 to 8 p.m. to offer
free legal advice and lawyer referrals.

Along with several other volunteers
from my firm, Montgomery,

McCracken, Walker & Rhoads, (Jeff
Bartos, Mike Hayes, Matt Kelsey and
Chad Boonswang), I offered free legal
advice, made referrals through LRIS
and provided callers with resource
information, all while thinking like a
lawyer.

LegalLine has changed over the last
year that I’ve volunteered. While many
of the calls involve family law matters,
last month I received more calls from
potential plaintiffs in employment
cases, several of which sounded like
they had merit. In fact, there currently
are spaces on the employment law
panel, as well as several other panels,
for those of you interested in expand-
ing your client base.

If the Legal Line volunteer or LRIS
staff attorney cannot answer a person’s
legal question over the telephone and
if the person has the resources to
afford counsel, a referral is made to a
panel member who has experience in
the appropriate field of law. The panel
member charges $25 for the first half-
hour consultation. If the client wants to
retain the attorney, the two agree on
the terms of representation.

For more information about the
employment law panel or other referral
panels, contact Charles Klitsch at the

Bar Association, at 215-238-6326.
Or, if you ever have a free

Wednesday night and want to practice
thinking like a lawyer, volunteer for
Legal Line. To volunteer, contact any of
the Legal Line Co-Chairs: David

Felderman, 215-496-0300; Julie Zeitlin,
610-825-7272; or Melanie Ellerbe, 215-
542-7700.

Molly Pe ckman is a senior litigation associate at
M o n t g o m e r y, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads, LLP, and is
c o - chair of the Bar Association’s LRIS Committee. She is
also an advisory editor of the Bar Reporter.

Assistant Director of Public and Legal Services Charles Klitsch (top photo, left) explains the
workings of LegalLine to young associates from Spector, Roseman & Kodroff, P.C. Below ,
Melissa Holzman of Spector, Roseman & Kodroff takes a call during a LegalLine session.
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Law, Life
and Lunch
Series Returns

by Marnie E. Simon

The YLD’s Professional Development
series, Law Life and Lunch, is back!
Law, Life and Lunch, better known as
“3L,” will offer four programs in 2001.

On April 10, the first program,
“Advanced Topics in Financial
Planning,” will feature Cynthia L.
Hostetter, CFP, Vice President of
Investments with Salomon-
SmithBarney. She will continue her
superb introductory financial planning
program which was offered last year
through 3L.

On June 12, 3L offers “Courtroom
Etiquette and General Professional
Civility.” A panel of state and federal
judges will offer advice on what to do
and not do in the courtroom, as well as
discuss the importance of professional
civility.

On Sept. 11, find out “How to
Market Yourself In a Crowd” with a
penal of marketing experts, who will
guide you through the ins and outs of
selling yourself to various clients in
today’s legal marketplace.

Finally, on Nov. 20, “Should I Stay or
Should I Go,” a discussion led by attor-
neys who have left the traditional legal
profession, some of whom then
returned to traditional legal practice
and some who have continued on with
different careers.

All 3L programs will be held at the
11th floor Conference Center of the
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St. All programs will start at
12:15 p.m. and last approximately one
hour. Please note that this is a brown-
bag series; drinks and dessert will be
provided by the Bar Association.

M a rnie E. Simon is an associate in the
B a n k r u p t c y / Workout Department at Stevens & Lee. She
is also vice-chair of the YLD and co-chair of the Wo m e n ’ s
Rights Committee of the Philadelphia Bar As s o c i a t i o n .

O ve r b r ook Captures Mock Trial Final
by Melissa A. Schwartz

In a battle of wits, an inner-city
public high school triumphs over a
prestigious private school revered for
its high academic standards. Sounds
like something out of a fictional, feel-
good movie. But it happened recently
when Philadelphia’s Overbrook High
School defeated St. Joseph’s Prep dur-
ing the finals of the 21st annual John S.
Bradway High School Mock Trial

Competition co-sponsored by the
Philadelphia Bar Association and
Temple-LEAP.

Overbrook now goes on to the state
championships in Carlisle, Pa., on
March 30-31. Should they win the state
championships, they would compete
for the national title, May 10-13, in
Omaha, Neb. Next year’s national
championship will be held in
Philadelphia.

The competition, which began with

59 of Philadelphia’s public and
parochial schools, is a nationwide
event which presents student teams
with a fictional civil case which they
must argue as both the plaintiff and
the defendant.

This year’s program revolved
around a fictional case involving the
issue of parental liability for injuries
caused by failing to properly store a
handgun. The trial focused on the
Gorey and Bushing families and the

events that took place at the Bushing
home on April 15, 2000. While visiting
at the Bushing home, Terry Gorey was
injured as a result of being shot by
Chris Bushing with a gun owned by Al
Bushing, Chris’ parent. The dispute was
whether Al Bushing should be held
responsible for that injury or whether
the actions of Terry’s parent, Georgie,
serve as a defense against holding Mr.

Editor’s note: First-year associate Paula
Zimmerman was asked to watch the new
NBC drama series “First Years” about first-
year associates at a large San Francisco law
firm, and offer her impressions.

By Paula J. Zimmerman

I read that movies and television
are life with the boring parts cut out.
When making its new show, “First
Years,” NBC cut out all reality and
reasonableness as well.  “First Years”
follows the lives of five first-year
associates living in San Francisco.
The show is not realistic.  In a big
firm, first-years usually don’t go to
court by themselves, they don’t get
their own cases to handle.

Rather, most of us sit in the
library, read cases, sit in conference
rooms and review documents, and
write all manner of documents that
often come back slathered in red
pen.  I realize that’s not what sells
soda.  Actually, most peoples’ days
aren’t filled with one entertaining
activity after another.  

When watching “First Years” the
first abandonment of realism that
slaps you in the face is the clothes.
Although business casual has spread
through law firms around the coun-
try, even a first-year appearing
before a judge would know that its
time to pull the suit out from the
back of the closet.  I don’t like “Ally
McBeal” either, but at least she wears
a suit to court, even if her skirt needs
to be a few inches longer.  The flow-
ered skirt and sweater-set worn by
the first year in the show would not
cut it for any judge I’ve ever seen.  At
least the producers should dress the
cast appropriately, even if the charac-
ters are not going to act that way!

The show shouldn’t be criticized

for its lack of reality, however, but its
lack of reasonableness.  Absent from
“First Years” was even that “television
reality” that enables it to avoid
ridiculousness.  One of the only
nuggets of reality in the show was
one first-year’s comment regarding
her super-sized student loans.

Good shows contain something
that viewers can relate to regardless
of their professions. The only thing
in “First Years” that viewers will relate
to is the inaccurate perception that
all lawyers are unethical, egotistical
and self-absorbed.

Reality Television? Not Even Close
on NBC’s New Drama ‘First Years’

The cast of ‘First Years’ includes (from left) James Roday, Sydney Tamiia Poitier, Eric
Schaeffer, Samantha Mathis, Ken Marino and Mackenzie Astin.

continued on page 7

continued on page 9



The writers of the show cooked-up
all the bad stereotypes of lawyers and
twenty-somethings and then served up
a stew of misrepresentation.  For me, it
was unappetizing. The first episode,
spun a story line that was so far
beyond reality it was absolutely ridicu-
lous.  One of the partners’ ex-wife was
engaged to a doctor.  The partner was
excited about his ex’s marriage because
the partner’s large alimony payment
would disappear.  When the ex-wife
was left at the altar, the partners’
response was to call in four (yes four!)
of his new first-year associates to dig
up some dirt on the doctor so his ex-
wife could sue the doctor, receive
money and reduce the partner’s alimo-
ny payments.  Of course, the first-years
hop on the character assassination
bandwagon.  (Turns out he’s a model
citizen.)  No one even suggests or
thinks that this is unethical.  I guess
they skipped professional responsibili-
ty in law school.  At one point, the
partner seemed uncomfortable at the
devious plan, but that feeling disap-
peared when one of the first-years
reminded the partner what he paid for
his ex’s clothing allowance and health
club. 

Finally the ex-wife was consulted,
but wasn’t really interested in suing
until the first-year lawyers convinced
her to continue, obviously driven by
their own personal stakes in the matter.
And just when I thought the worst was
over, came the scene that bludgeoned
us in the promotional ads, one young
associate fakes an allergic reaction in a
fancy restaurant as a guise to serve a
subpoena on the doctor.  That just
would not happen.  In the end, the
partner calls off the first-years after he
and his ex-wife sleep together and she
convinces him to stop the case.  This
was just ludicrous.  

A partner would not use four first-
years for his personal mud-slinging
and attempt to build a phony case all
to benefit him financially.  But this
story line perpetuates the inaccurate
stereotype that a lawyer can and will
file a lawsuit over just about anything. 

Every story line in the “First Years”

seemed contrived to allow the charac-
ters to get things off their chests.  One
first-year previously slept with another
first-year and they both end up work-
ing on the case of the ex-wife.  While
looking for skeletons to exhume from
the doctor’s closet, they realize that
maybe their relationship could develop
beyond their previous one night stand.

The adoption case given to the fifth
in the merry band of first-year associ-
ates allowed her to sort out her own
personal issues about her interracial
background.  Unfortunately, rather

than using dialogue and character
interaction to develop an important
issue, the show’s writers just had her
crying.  Real lawyers are compassionate
and sympathetic to clients, but the
show’s selfish first-years used their
clients’ cases, and ultimately their
clients; lives, to work out their own
personal issues.  The writers could
have developed non-lawyer charac-
ters—like a friend or therapist—or lawyer
characters that the first-years didn’t
live, work and sleep with—or at least
characters with dimension.  Rather

they engineered cases to unload these
one dimensional characters.

There are plenty of complex human
emotions and issues people face when
starting down their selected career
path—the stress, the hours.  But the cre-
ators did not include this reality.

Instead, they capitalized on the
stereotypes of overachieving, and over-
paid twenty-somethings starting out
morally bankrupt.  “First Years” may
sell soda, but it’s still ridiculous.

Paula J. Zi m m e rman is a first-year associate at
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Dock Street Hosting

YLD Happy Hour

The Young Lawyers Division
April Happy Hour will be held on
Thursday, April 5 at Dock Street
Brew Pub at 12th and Filbert Streets)
from 6 to 8 p.m.

Drink and food specials will be
offered. The event is co-sponsored
by Network Alternatives and Pitney
Bowes Management Services.
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Career Planning and Placement
from

Career counseling and résumé review services
by appointment,

Mondays from 9 to 11 a.m. and Fridays from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
at Bar Headquarters. For an appointment, call Cindy Towers at 

(215) 751-9100, extension 301

Learn more at
www.juristaff.com or www.philadelphiabar.org

or call JuriStaff at (215) 751-9100, ext. 301.

All workshops are held on Wednesdays at noon
Bar Headquarters, 10th floor, 1101 Market St.

No reservations required!

• “Job Search Strategy,” April 4
• “Résumé Drafting,” April 11

• “Internet Job Searching,” April 18 
• “Preparing a Cover Letter,” April 25

• “Interview Techniques,” May 2

Upcoming workshops:

Bushing liable. During the trial, St.
Joseph’s Prep represented the plaintiff
and Overbrook represented the defen-
dant.  

In a strong case presented by St.
Joseph’s Prep, the students emphasized
the fact that the defendant owned the
gun, the gun was fired in the defen-
dant’s home and the defendant’s child
fired the gun. While their case was cer-
tainly persuasive, Overbrook presented
a strong rebuttal. The students relied
on the fact that the plaintiff, who was
visibly intoxicated, was the last person
to leave the room where the gun was
located.  The defense presented evi-
dence to suggest that the plaintiff
never closed the door, thus allowing
the children access to the room later
that night.  The defense convinced the
jury that because of the plaintiff ’s neg-
ligence, the children gained access to
the room and that error is what led to
the shooting of the child.

“This is the kind of case that is set
up for the plaintiff to win,” said
Overbrook attorney coach Sheryl L.
Axelrod. “The defense is a lot harder to
win and that’s what makes this victory
all the more impressive.”

The Overbrook team, comprised of
all seniors, was coached by faculty
coach Philip Beauchemin, attorney

coaches Axelrod and Lisa Washington,
both of Blank Rome Comisky
&McCauley LLP; and student coaches
Raiyna Abdus-Salaam and Khadijah
Scott from Temple Law School.

For more than a month, the
Overbrook team journeyed on public
transportation from West Philadelphia
into Center City to meet with their
coaches twice during the week and one
day on the weekend.

“This is a terrific program because it
boosts the confidence of the students.
They participated purely out of a desire
to achieve-no extra credit was offered
for this program,” said Axelrod. “These
kids are pulling themselves up by the
bootstraps, yet they dedicated their
free time and used their own money
for transportation to prepare for this
event.” 

The 10 spots on the Overbrook
team were filled by: Josie Hyman,
Yvette West, Sean Gethers, Tori Brown,
Alicia Ferguson, Licia Washington,
Courtney Jarmon, Whitney Tucker,
Erica Brown, and Zuliakha Jones. Three
of these students fill the number one,
three and four spots in their graduat-
ing class. Every one of them plans to
attend college in the fall and most of
them have received partial or full
scholarships.

The presiding judge for the trial was
Temple University president David
Adamany. While the students did not

have the opportunity to voire dire a
jury, they were lucky to have some of
Philadelphia’s leading attorneys serv-
ing as the scoring judges: Edward F.
Chacker, Andrew A. Chirls, Charles
Joseph Grant, James E. Elam, Karen
Forman, Dorian Segure, Jackie B.
Sparkman and Stewart M. Weintraub.

The jury deliberated for some time
about the case, because both sides had
presented strong cases.  It was appar-

ent that the students had spent a con-
siderable amount of time preparing for
the trial.  St. Joseph’s Prep was coached
by faculty member, William Connors,
and attorney coaches Thomas F.
Johnson and Donald I. Wall.

M e l i s sa A. Schwartz is an associate at Naulty
S c a ricamazza & McDevitt and is financial secretary of
the Young Lawyers Division. She is also co-chair of the
M o ck Trial Competition.

MOCK TRIAL
continued from page 6

Members of the Overbrook High School mock trial team compete in the finals of the city-wide
event in March against St. Joseph’s Prep.



by the same judge or judge-master
team; and so that the reforms of the
Court Improvement Project and the
new Model Court will be preserved
and expanded to all proceedings.

In her letter, President Judge
Massiah-Jackson said the resolution
“unfairly comments on the stewardship
of the current Court leadership.”

“We acknowledge your concerns
and we share your concerns,” she said.
“We do not agree, however, that this
resolution will be part of the solution.”
she said.

“As you know,” she writes in the let-
ter, “the First Judicial District has sub-
mitted a budget request to the City for
increased counsel fees, not only for
attorneys who provide representation
for children and families, but also for
counsel for indigent defendants. We are
involved in ongoing discussions with
members of City Council, with the
Mayor’s office and with the Budget and
Finance departments. We are pressing
forward on this issue on behalf of the
Public Interest Bar, the Advocacy Bar
and members of the Philadelphia Bar

Association. We do this because we
agree that fees for attorneys who pro-
vide quality legal services to the citi-
zens of Philadelphia are inadequate. In
fact, we are currently pursuing ways
which will allow the Court to raise fees
paid to appointed counsel in depen-
dency matters during the balance of
the current fiscal year. Again, it is the
current Court leadership which has
taken this initiative.”

“Our roster is low while we wait for
the election of 11 judges in November.

However, in order to expedite the busi-
ness of the Court, as President Judge I
have already set in motion the transfer
of one judge to Family Court, effective
April 2, 2001. Two additional will be
transferred within 60 days thereafter.
The Senior Judge complement has
been increased from four to five
judges. The proposed resolution does
not recognize the dynamic situation
which presently exists in the Family
Court Division, where each day the
Supervising Judges and Administrative

Judge are working toward reform on
behalf of the people they serve.”

In other board business, Rudolph
Garcia, Joseph A. Sullivan and Kathleen
D. Wilkinson were elected to the
board’s Nominating Committee. The
committee meets to evaluate candi-
dates who are seeking elected positions
within the Bar Association.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion adopting the Chubb Insurance
Masterpiece Program and making the
program available to Bar members.
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REFORM
continued from page 1

home from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. as part of the

Habitat for Humanity Program.
Monday, April 30 — Monday kicks

off a week-long series of visits to
Philadelphia school classrooms by vol-
unteer Philadelphia lawyers for the
Lawyer in the Classroom Program. As
part of the program, the lawyers will
visit different schools throughout the
week to address students’ concerns
about the law and answer questions
about the legal profession.

Also as part of Law Week,
Philadelphia elementary schools will be
participating in the “Celebrate Your
Freedom” Poster Contest. Fourth-, fifth-
and sixth-grade students at public, pri-
vate and parochial schools have been
asked to create posters that shows peo-
ple celebrating or using their freedom.
Cash prizes are awarded to the top
three posters.

Tuesday, May 1 (Law Day) — Lawyer-
volunteers will meet with the students
of Archbishop Ryan High School at
11201 Academy Road in Northeast
Philadelphia, from 9 a.m. to noon, for a
Lawyer in the Classroom program. 

Tuesday will also be a day for city
residents to meet the city’s Common
Pleas judges. Three Meet the Common
Pleas Judges Receptions will begin at
these locations throughout the city: the
South Philadelphia Community Center
at Broad and Porter streets, Pinn

continued on page 11
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Memorial Church at 54th Street and
Wynnefield Avenue, and Grace Baptist
Church at Germantown Avenue and
Johnson Street.

Additionally, a Naturalization
Ceremony welcoming dozens of new
United States citizens will be held in
the Ceremonial Courtroom on the
ground floor of the U.S. Courthouse,
6th and Market streets, at 10:30 a.m.
Philadelphia Bar Association
Chancellor Carl S. Primavera will offer
remarks at the ceremony and Judge
Eduardo C. Robreno of the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania will preside.  Also at the
ceremony, a Philadelphia high school
senior will read his or her winning
essay on the topic of “Zero Tolerance”
as part of the Edward F. Chacker Essay
Contest.  The contest, named in honor
of the 1999 Chancellor of the
Philadelphia Bar Association, includes
a $1,000 scholarship toward the stu-
dent’s college education.

Wednesday, May 2 — At
lunchtime, dozens of Philadelphia
attorneys will gather to provide free,
in-person legal advice at the Law Fair,
from noon to 2 p.m., at a location to be
announced. Attorneys will provide
answers to legal questions on a broad
range of topics, including
landlord/tenant law, divorce and child
custody matters, wills and estate plan-
ning, real estate law and employment
law.  More details about this program
can be obtained by calling the Bar
Association at 215-238-6300. At the
same time, lawyers will prepare free
kids’ identification cards for parents
who bring their young children to the
Law Fair, as part of the Kid ID Program.
Also at the Law Fair, the Philadelphia
Bar Association and the YWCA will
sponsor the Children’s Insurance
Program to educate parents on free
health care options for which many
children qualify.

Lawyers participating in the
Stepping Out for Seniors program will
meet with students at Germantown
High School at 50 E. High St., from 8:45
to 11:30 a.m. to discuss areas of law the
students are likely to encounter after
graduation as they begin their adult
lives.  The program will cover a variety
of issues, including renting a place to
live, keeping a job, understanding con-
sumer credit, paying taxes and getting
married.

Also on Wednesday, free legal
advice will be given to those who call
the LegalLine hotline. From 6 to 8 p.m.,
area residents can call lawyers at 215-
238-6333 and have their legal ques-
tions answered free and confidentially.
The lawyers will staff a phone bank at
the headquarters of the Philadelphia
Bar Association in the Aramark Tower,
1101 Market St., 11th floor.

In addition, lawyer-volunteers will
conduct another session of Lawyer in
the Classroom at the Simon Gratz
school, 18th Street and Hunting Park
Avenue, from 9 a.m. to noon. 

Thursday, May 3 — Lawyer-volun-
teers will join area doctors at the Bache
Martin School, 22nd and Brown streets,
from 9 to 10 a.m. for a Doctor/Lawyer
in the Classroom program to talk with
students about the legal and medical
implications of drug use.

Friday, May 4 — Volunteer attorneys
and judges pair with high school stu-
dents and show them the ropes” of

their jobs by taking them to their
offices and the courts during the
Lawyer for a Day program.  Several city
courtrooms will be open to allow the
participants to observe the proceed-
ings. The students will meet the
lawyers and judges at the Bar
Association at 8:30 a.m., and all partici-
pants are invited back to the
Association’s 11th floor Conference
Center at noon for a concluding lunch,
during which students will recount
their experiences. Former Philadelphia
76ers player World B. Free will speak to
students about pursuing their dreams.

The program is co-sponsored by the
Law, Education and Participation
Project of  Temple University Beasley
School of Law (Temple-LEAP).

Saturday, May 5 — The YLD and
the Gay and Lesbian Lawyers of
Philadelphia (GALLOP) will co-sponsor
a forum on legal issues facing same-
sex couples and singles. The forum,
“Same Sex Couples and the Law,” will
be held at Temple University’s Center
City campus, 1616 Walnut St., room
522, from 2:30 to 3:45 p.m. Legal infor-
mation will be presented by a panel of
experienced local attorneys.
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Golfers Gear Up for Annual YLD,
Bar Foundation Tournaments
By Jeff Lyons

Lawyers and judges from
around the city are dusting off
their golf clubs for a full season
on the links. There are several golf
outings planned by different
groups of the Bar.

The Federal Courts Committee
has planned a golf outing in con-
junction with the Federal Bench
Bar Conference June 15 at Green
Valley Country Club in Lafayette
Hill, Pa.

The Philadelphia Bar
Foundation’s 13th annual Golf
Classic will be held Monday, June
25 at Saucon Valley Country Club

in Bethlehem. The cost for Bar
members is $450, while non-
members are invited to play at
$550 per player. Prices includes
greens fees, golf cart, lunch,
refreshments and a cocktail recep-
tion following the tournament.

The player with the lowest
USGA course-adjusted net score
will be presented with the
Colburn Cup. A silent auction and
raffle is also planned. All proceeds
from the Golf Classic will benefit
the Bar Foundation. For more
information, contact Melissa
Engler at the Bar Association at
(215) 238-6347 or by e-mail at
mengler@philabar.org

The annual Young Lawyers
Division/USI Colburn golf outing
will be held Monday, July 23 at
the Philadelphia Cricket Club’s
Flourtown Course. The cost of the
outing is $185 per person, which
includes greens fees, carts, lunch,
cocktails, a buffet and prizes.
Proceeds from the outing will go
the Philadelphia Bar Foundation.
For more information, call Arleen
Weitz at the Bar Association at
(215) 238-6318 or e-mail her at
aweitz@philabar.org.

The Workers Compensation
Section Golf Outing is set for
Royal Oaks Golf Club in Lebanon
on Thursday, Sept.13.

Scott Cooper chips to the green during last year’s YLD/USI
Colburn Golf Outing. This year’s outing is set for July 23.

By Jeff Lyons

Hundreds of runners are
expected to take part in the 22nd
Annual Philadelphia Bar
Association 10-kilometer  and
two-mile runs, benefitting the
Support Center for Child
Advocates and the American
Diabetes Association.

Runners will hit the road at 8:30
a.m. on Sunday, May 20 along
West River Drive adjacent to the
Philadelphia Museum of Art.

“We had about 1,000 runners
registered last year. We’d love to
have more this year,” said race
director Manny Pokotilow of
Caesar, Rivise, Bernstein, Cohen &
Pokotilow, Ltd.

The race features open compe-
tition to the public and a
Philadelphia Bar Association com-
petition in which awards will be
given for both races. Silver bowls
will be awarded to the male and
female Bar members who finish
first. Dolfin running suits will be
awarded to the winning male and
female runner in each age group.
First-, second- and third-place fin-
ishers in each age group will also
be awarded medals. 

There will also be a legal team
competition, which allows teams of
diverse gender and age makeups
compete with one another. The top
three teams in the 10-kilometer,
two-mile and medley team cate-
gories will be presented with tro-
phy bowls. A medley team may
have a combination of 10-kilome-
ter and two-mile runners.

There are 16 different age
groups for male and female run-
ners to compete in ranging from
age 13 and to 80 and over.

“We have a special feature this
year. Every team participant will
receive a sweatshirt with the logo
of the race on it,” Pokotilow said.
Each runner that completes the
race will also receive a long-
sleeved 100 percent cotton T-shirt.

Team scores are based on the
individual ranking of the team
members who do best in their
individual age and gender classifi-
cations, based on the finishing
times of only the legal team com-
petitors. A 10-kilometer or two-
mile team score is totaled from the
three team members whose indi-
vidual points are the lowest.

Law firms are encouraged to
enter as many legal teams of up to
five runners as they wish. The
deadline for team entries is May
12, while registration for the open
competition has a May 14 deadline
For a legal or company team
application, contact Michael
Berkowitz at (215) 567-2010.  

The entry fee for the open com-
petition is $20, postmarked by
midnight, May 14. The late entry

fee is $25 for applications post-
marked after May 14. Registration
on the day of the race is $30. For
the Bar Association competition,
registration automatically includes
participation in the separate open
Bar competition. Applications
postmarked by midnight on May
14 are $40, and $50 after that date.
Race-day registration is $60.

The event is sponsored by the
Philadelphia Bar Association,
Wawa, The Legal Intelligencer,USI
Colburn Insurance Service, Nihill
& Riedley, Juristaff, Inc., Burrups
Packard, Wissahickon Mountain
Spring Water, Esquire Deposition
Services and Dolfin.

The legal sponsors of the race
include: Anapol, Schwartz, Weiss,
Cohan, Feldman and Smalley, P.C.;
Archer & Greiner; Barrack, Rodos
& Bacine; Blank Rome Comisky &
McCauley LLP; Caesar, Rivise,
Bernstein, Cohen & Pokotilow, Ltd.;
Dechert; Drinker Biddle & Reath
LLP; Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien &
Frankel, LLP; Kent & McBride, PC;
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner,
Coleman & Goggin; McKissock &
Hoffman, P C; Montgomery,
McCracken, Walker & Rhoads, LLP;
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP; Neil
A. Morris Associates, PC; Pepper
Hamilton LLP; Ratner & Prestia;
Raynes, McCarty, Binder, Ross &
Mundy; Reed Smith Shaw &
McClay LLP; Schnader Harrison
Segal & Lewis LLP; Stradley Ronon,
Stevens & Young, LLP; Wolf, Block,
Schorr and Solis-Cohen LLP; and
Woodcock Washburn Kurtz
Mackiewicz & Norris LLP. 

Anyone interested in working
as a volunteer on race day should
contact Co-Director, Eric S. Marzluf
at (215) 567-2010.

Register for the Bar’s 22nd Annual Charity Run



As part of the yearlong celebration
of the 10th anniversary of the Public
Interest Section, Chancellor Carl S.
Primavera will pay tribute to the exem-
plary pro bono efforts of associates at
local law firms, by honoring them at
Bar Association Quarterly Luncheons
throughout the year.

Because of the hours donated by
attorneys and local law firms,
Philadelphia has long been a leader in
the arena of public interest and pro
bono. At the Spring Quarterly Meeting
on April 5 at the Park Hyatt
Philadelphia at the Bellevue, the fol-
lowing associates, listed with their
firms and the organizations through
which they volunteer, were to be rec-
ognized:

• Marisa Boyers, Duane Morris,
Support Center for Child Advocates.

• Kim Dolan, White & Williams,
Legal Clinic for the Disabled.

• Matthew Gutt, Ballard Spahr,

American Civil Liberties Union.
• Sean Halpin, Reed Smith, AIDS

Law Project.
• Hank Hockheimer, Hangley

Aronchick Segal & Pudlin, Philadelphia
Volunteers for the Indigent Program.

• Andrea Hyatt, Schnader Harrison

Segal and Lewis LLP, Senior Citizen
Judicare Project.

• Andrew Miller, Dechert, Philadel-
phia Volunteers for the Indigent
Program.

• Nicole Nigrelli, Klehr, Harrison,
Harvey, Branzburg & Ellers LLP,

Homeless Advocacy Project.
• Gabrielle Sellei, Pepper Hamilton

LLP, Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for
the Arts.

• Michelle Walker, Pepper Hamilton
LLP, HIAS & Council Migration Service
of Philadelphia.
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Attorneys Recognized for Pro Bono Wo r k

Annual Gala
Will Benefit
City’s Homeless

PECO Energy, along with the
Verizon Foundation, Philadelphia
Suburban Water and First Union will
present the Philadelphia Bar
Association’s Homeless Advocacy
Project’s Annual Benefit to Aid the
Homeless on Thursday, April 19, from
5:30 to 8 p.m. in the conservatory at the
Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue. 

All proceeds will benefit the
Homeless Advocacy Project.

The evening will feature compli-
mentary beer, wine, hors d’oeuvres, live
music and a silent auction for artwork
dinners, club memberships, antiques,
sports memorabilia, collectibles and
more. 

Attorneys, law students and parale-
gals volunteer for the project and pro-
vide legal services to homeless individ-
uals and families during numerous
legal clinics that HAP sponsors at
Philadelphia shelters and soup
kitchens. In addition, volunteer attor-
neys practicing in the areas of real
estate, tax and transactional law assist
nonprofit community groups that
develop housing or other services for
the homeless.

With the ongoing support of the
legal community, HAP to continue to
promote and foster self-sufficiency
among homeless families and individ-
uals. 

Tickets to the gala are available for
$40 and may be ordered by calling
Andrew Behrend at (215) 523-9594.



By Heather Bendit

Each year, the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service detains more
than 4,600 children seeking to enter
this country. Many of these children,
who come from all over the world and
often speak no English, are fleeing
abject poverty, political unrest, perse-
cution and torture, or slavery.
Unfortunately, their hardship does not
end upon their arrival in the U.S. 

These children are routinely sepa-
rated from family members and taken
to facilities in other cities or even other
states. Though sometimes housed in
shelters, a significant number of the
children are incarcerated in juvenile
correction facilities, commingled with
adjudicated juvenile delinquents, even
though they have committed no crime.
In fact, INS detainees have become the
fastest growing incarcerated population
in our country. The period of detention
can extend to months and even years.  

The children must face the INS,
which acts as both custodian and pros-
ecutor, in adversarial proceedings in
immigration court. Because they have
no right to government-appointed
counsel or even court-appointed
guardians, many of these children are
forced to represent themselves.  These
high-stakes proceedings can either
open the door to freedom and safety
for a child in the United States or trig-
ger his or her deportation to an uncer-
tain fate.  

An immigrant who is represented
by counsel is more than six times as
likely to be granted asylum by an
immigration judge as someone who
appears pro se. The American Bar
Association is calling upon state and
local Bar associations to mobilize pro
bono representation to provide com-
prehensive legal assistance to children
in INS custody.  

In addition, the ABA has launched a

Detained Immigrant and Refugee
Children’s Emergency Pro Bono
Representation Initiative to provide
mini-grants to stimulate innovative
and sustainable pro bono representa-
tion programs. Representatives of the
Initiative are travelling around the
country to meet with state and local
legal communities involved in this
issue. On Tuesday, March 13, the
Philadelphia Bar Foundation convened
a Summit to address this problem in
our area. Chris Nugent, Director of the
ABA Immigration Pro Bono
Development and Bar Activation
Project, led the discussion.  

The Summit was attended by sever-
al Philadelphia organizations providing
legal and social services to immigrants,
including HIAS and Council Migration
Services, the Nationalities Services
Center, the Detention Resources Project,
the Pennsylvania Immigration
Resources Center and the Lutheran
Children and Families Services. In
addition, a representative from the
Emma Lazarus Partnership, a consor-
tium of local funders supporting orga-
nizations serving immigrants, attended,
as did representatives from several law
firms interested in providing pro bono
services to these children. The
Philadelphia Bar Association was rep-
resented by Chancellor Carl S.
Primavera, former Chancellor Edward
Chacker, and Executive Director
Kenneth Shear.  

Discussion centered on the plight of
children in detention: the grim and
restrictive nature of the confinement
and tenuous access to their attorneys.
The children reportedly are forbidden
to speak to each other in their native
language, and have been penalized for
misconduct simply because they were
unable to understand directions given
by the guards. 

Discussion then moved to potential
strategies to address this problem. It

was agreed that the capacity of the
organizations providing legal represen-
tation to juvenile detainees must be
bolstered through funding and volun-
teer services from the private bar. In
addition, the group discussed various
litigation strategies, including challeng-
ing the conditions of detention, and
possible legislative initiatives. 

For years, restrictive and often arbi-
trary rules at detention sites have
stymied lawyers’ attempts to represent
their clients. The ABA currently is pur-
suing administrative reform to ensure
that lawyers have access to their clients
in INS detention. The ABA has worked
with the INS and the U.S. Department
of Justice to establish uniform rules of
lawyer access to adult detainees, and to
ensure consistent treatment and care
for those in INS custody anywhere in
the country.  Recently, the ABA
approved a resolution allowing it to
lobby Congress to provide for govern-
ment-appointed counsel for children in
immigration proceedings and a new
office in the Justice Department
charged with their humane care.

In November 2000, the INS promul-
gated standards for detention of adults
in INS custody, a significant step in the
right direction. However, detention
standards must be created to protect

the vulnerable population of children
in INS custody. Furthermore, the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights is consid-
ering plans to study immigration poli-
cies, visit detention centers, conduct
hearings, meet with immigration offi-
cials, and monitor implementation of
detention standards. 

Locally, summit participants will
continue to work together to develop a
comprehensive strategy to address the
needs of children being detained in
this region. Chancellor Primavera reit-
erated the Philadelphia Bar
Association’s longstanding commit-
ment to the plight of children and the
need for its members to provide pro
bono services to the indigent, and was
encouraged that the practical
approaches raised at the summit will
lead to much-needed reform.

Heather Bendit is director of the Philadelphia Bar
Foundation. She can be contacted  at (215) 23 8 - 6334 or
by e-mail at hbendit@philaba r. o r g .
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Looking for a special way 
to remember someone?

Through the Special Way to Remember program, you can
honor a colleague or loved one with a contribution to the
Philadelphia Bar Foundation. Since 1964 the Bar Foundation
has distributed millions of dollars in attorney gifts and other
funds to public interest groups that provide counsel and
assistance to the poor, disabled, elderly and children in our
c o m m u n i t y.  Your gift will help serve the needs of
Philadelphians who have nowhere else to turn for legal ser-
vices.

If you would like to make a gift to the Foundation as a
meaningful expression of respect, please call (215) 238-6334.

Births •  Deaths •  Marriages •  Anniversaries
Making Partner •  Passing the Bar

The Philadelphia Bar Foundation is
proud to announce that the following
individuals have donated all or a por-
tion of their arbitration fees to the Ben
Levy Memorial Fund of the
Philadelphia Bar Foundation (asterisks
indicate new contributors): 

Craig A. Altman, Jeffrey P. Bates,
Marc E. Batt, Joni J. Berner, Ricardo A.
Byron*, Keith J. Cohen*, Jeffrey L.
Dashevsky*, Andrea M. Deutsch, Robert
M. Dubbs*, Howard I. Forman*,
Anthony R. Giannone*, Lewis Jay

Gordon*, Margaret M. Koral, John
Livingood, Daniel C. Moraglia*, George
W. Overton, Carl Tobey Oxholm,
Nancyjean P. Petro*, Daryn E. Rush*
and Bert E. Zibleman*

Contributions to the Ben Levy
Memorial Fund will be used to ensure
equal access to justice for victims of
poverty, abuse and discrimination.
Contributions to the Ben Levy
Memorial Fund will be acknowledged
to the family (amount of gift is not dis-
closed). 

Arbitration Fees Given to Ben Levy Fund

Philadelphia Bar Foundation

Summit Offers Insight on Plight
of Children in INS C u s t o r y

Chirs Nugent, director of the ABA
Immigration Pro Bono Development and
Bar Activation Project, led the March dis -
cussion about immigrant children being
detained in the United States.



by Jeff Lyons

A panel of experts from around the
nation gave their impressions on the
current state of business law during a
CLE program at the Spring Meeting of
the American Bar Association’s Section
of Business Law, held March 22-25 in
Philadelphia.

The March 22 program, “Business
Courts: The Advantages of Specialized
Adjudication and Dispute Resolution in
Commercial Litigation,” was chaired by
Mitchell L. Bach of Fineman & Bach,
P.C. Panelists included Vice Chancellor
Jack Jacobs of the Delaware Chancery
Court; Judge Helen E. Freedman of the
Commercial Division of the Supreme
Court of New York; Judge Albert W.
Sheppard of the Court of Common
Pleas of Philadelphia, who presides
over the new Commerce Case
Management Program; Judge Carolyn
B. Kuhl, who hears complex commer-
cial matters in Los Angeles Superior
Court; and William H. Clark Jr. of
Drinker, Biddle & Reath, the chair of
the ABA’s Ad Hoc Committee on
Business Courts.

“I tried to assemble the best panel I
could find on this subject,” Bach told
the 60 people in attendance. “We’re
going to examine the best business
court programs in the United States.
We’ll see what they do well and try
and figure out what they can do bet-
ter.”

Clark said the ABA’s Business Law
Section created a statement of policy
that supported the creation of business
law courts in the nation’s large eco-
nomic centers. He said that of the 10
most populous states, six (California,
New York, Illinois, Pennsylvania,
Michigan and New Jersey) already
have, or are in the process of creating,
courts of business law. 

The efforts to create business courts
in Ohio and Florida, Clark said, are on
hold because of the political climates
in those states. There are no business
courts in Texas or Georgia.

When it comes to creating a busi-
ness court, there is no single right way
to do it, said Delaware’s Jacobs. The
Court of Chancery was created in 1792
as an amendment to the state constitu-
tion. He said business law in Delaware
“took off” following the Depression. His
court has statewide jurisdiction and is
strong because of the collegial attitude
among its five chancellors.

New York’s Judge Freedman said
judges there are permitted to expel a
case if  he or she feels it doesn’t belong
in business court and added that all
New York decisions are posted on the
Internet. She said her state has started
out with electronic filing of court doc-
uments on the Internet, but there have
been some glitches. Judge Freedman
said both sides in any dispute must
agree to electronic filing for it to hap-
pen.

Philadelphia’s Judge Sheppard said
the city’s commerce program is “the
baby on the block. We don’t have the

experience that New York has. We tried
to borrow everything we could from
them that we thought would be help-
ful.”

Sheppard also stressed the need for
a collegial attitude among the judges.
“There are only two of us here in
Philadelphia, myself and Judge John W.
Herron.” He said between the two of
them, they filed 80 opinions on
motions last year.

“Mediation is a key part of our pro-
gram. We think mediation is the way to
go. It’s so much less expensive,”
Sheppard said.
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A BA Course Addresses State of Business Law

Business Law Section Honors Three Women
The Business Law Section of the Philadelphia Bar Association honored three women lawyers on March 23 as part of the American Bar
Association’s Section of Business Law Annual Spring Meeting. The reception was hosted by Fineman & Bach, P.C. The honorees includ -
ed (from left) Elizabeth S. Strong, chair of the Committee on Business and Corporate Litigation of the ABA ’s Business Law Section; Ann
Mule, chair of the Business Law Section of the Philadelphia Bar Association; and Amelia H. Boss, chair of the ABA ’s Business Law
Section and professor of law and government at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law. At right is Mitchell L. Bach of Fineman &
Bach, P.C., the host of the reception.

Workers’ Compensation Section Honors
Members of the Workers’ Compensation Section recently honored the section’s leadership
for 2000 for their work over the past year. Shown from left are Patrice L. Toland, Workers’
Compensation Judge A. Michael Snyder, Workers Compensation Judge Martin Bur m a n ,
Daniel J. Siegal, Niki T. Ingram and Jeffrey A. Gross. Toland, Snyder and Siegal were recog -
nized for their contributions to the section.

At the March 21 meeting of the Federal Courts Committee, committee members had
the opportunity to “Meet the Judges” in a round table discussion with r e c e n t l y
appointed judges to the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.  The invited guests, District
Court Judges Berle M. Schiller (left photo), R. Barclay Surrick, and Petrese B. Tucker
(right photo), Magistrate Judge Linda Caracappa and Bankruptcy Court Judge Kevin
J. Carey, each gave their personal thoughts about becoming a member of the feder -
al judiciary and described some of the procedures they wish counsel to follow when
appearing in court. More than 50 members of the committee attended the luncheon
meeting with the new judges.
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road,” the Chancellor said. “The
Philadelphia Bar Association will con-
tinue to support the ABA in its efforts
to thoroughly, fairly and objectively
evaluate judicial candidates in the
public interest. Indeed, the public
would expect no less. The decision by
the White House is likely to be viewed
as political and the interjection of poli-
tics into this process is always sad. Our
disappointment will not deter us from
our steadfast support of and commit-
ment to a qualified federal judiciary
and the ABA will have our vigorous
support as it moves ahead,” the
Chancellor said.

“We cannot think of any construc-
tive purpose this serves,” ABA President
Martha W. Barnett said of the decision.

In his letter, Primavera wrote: “Mr.
President, it was Philadelphia lawyer
Bernard G. Segal who first convinced
President Eisenhower to accept this
sound and objective process of vetting
judicial nominees nearly 50 years ago.
Mr. Segal argued that respected and
independent members of the organized
bar are exceptionally well suited to
evaluate the character, temperament,
integrity, legal ability and experience of
the nominees in question without
regard to politics. Mr. Segal’s argument
is as sound today as it was then.

Indeed, nearly half a century of unin-
terrupted service by the ABA’s Standing
Committee of Federal Judiciary through
both Republican and Democratic
administrations has demonstrated the
rightness of this course. As Martha
Barnett has said: ‘The Standing
Committee’s work has contributed sig-
nificantly to making America’s federal
judiciary the envy of the world.’

Wisely, the work of the ABA’s
Standing Committee will continue.”

“President Bush, we know that you
recognize that information from a can-
didate’s peers on his or her profession-
al qualifications is critical to a thor-
ough and objective assessment.
Accordingly, notwithstanding your lat-
est decision, we call upon you to honor
the ABA’s ratings of judicial candidates.
Likewise, we are asking every member
of the United States Senate to confirm
only those federal judicial nominees
that have been found ‘Qualified’ by the
ABA. Fidelity to our justice system and
the public interest demand nothing
less.”

The Associated Press reported that
White House Counsel Alberto Gonzales
notified Barnett in writing that the
administration would no longer give
the ABA advance word on names
under consideration and first crack at
researching prospective nominees for
judgeships. 

“In our view, granting any single
group such a preferential, quasi-official

role in the nomination process would
be unfair to the other groups that also
have strong interests in judicial selec-
tion,” he wrote.

He said it would be “particularly
inappropriate” to grant such a role to a
group “that takes public positions on
divisive political, legal and social issues
that come before the courts.”

To understand the real impact of the
decision, Barnett said, it is important to
know what the committee does and
what it does not do.

“First and foremost, the Standing
Committee evaluates the professional
qualifications of potential judicial can-
didates on only three criteria: integrity,
judicial temperament and professional
competence. It does not consider ideol-
ogy or political views of candidates
and never has. Those are issues for the
Administration to assess,” she said.

Barnett said the ABA never propos-
es candidates for consideration as fed-
eral judicial nominees, nor does it have
a veto over the President’s ultimate
choices. She said the work of the
Standing Committee is separate, inde-
pendent, and insulated from the ABA
itself.

“The Association receives absolutely
no information on who is being con-
sidered or any potential rating until
after the President officially nominates
a candidate.  The ABA at large has no
input whatsoever in evaluating candi-
dates. As president, I learn of the nom-

inees and ratings at the same time as
the public,” she said.

“As the representative of all seg-
ments of the legal profession, the ABA
is in the best position to provide this
service.  After a track record of nearly
fifty successful years, this process has
earned the confidence of the legal
community and of the public.  The
result is that those individuals who are
interviewed know they can be frank
and forthright about the professional
qualifications of candidates, and they
know that this information will be held
in confidence.”

The ABA said that of the 2,000
prospective judges nominated by pres-
idents since 1960, just 26 had been
found “not qualified” by the Standing
Committee, and that of those, 23 were
nominated by Democratic presidents
and only three by Republican presi-
dents. 

“By doing this pre-nomination vet-
ting of the candidate with his or her
peers, we have been able to help the
administrations avoid embarrassment
for themselves and the nominees when
there were problems indicating dis-
qualification and to foster the public’s
confidence in the nominees and the
process. It is a mystery why the
Administration would not want this
input,” Barnett said..

She said regardless of the decision
the ABA will continue to provide
objective evaluations.

ABA LETTER
continued from page 1

Justinians Honor Bar Chancellor at Luncheon

The Philadelphia Chapter of The Justinian Society honored Bar Association Chancellor Carl S. Primavera at a luncheon at the Union League on Feb. 27. In the left photo, Primavera is
joined by former Bar Association Chancellor Donald C. Marino (right) and former Association Officer Michael C. Rainone (left). Primavera is joined (from left) by cur rent Justinian
Chancellor Alexander B. Giacobetti, Philadelphia Common Pleas Court President Judge Frederica A. Massiah-Jackson and Gaetan J. Alfano, treasurer of The Justinian Society.
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Send Us Your News, Views, Photos
The Philadelphia Bar Reporterwelcomes law-related submissions for publication.

Articles relating to a specific practice area, commentary, book reviews, and let-
ters to the editors are welcome. Letters must be signed to verify authorship, but
names will be withheld upon request. All submissions will be promptly consid-
ered by the Bar ReporterEditorial Board.

Printed articles should be typed double-spaced. Editors request that those
submitting electronically (via floppy disk or e-mail) note which word processing
program and version was used to create the file or e-mail attachment. Currently,
the Bar uses WordPerfect 6.1 and Microsoft Word 97.

In all cases, submissions should conform to the following maximum word
lengths:

• General interest or law-related articles: four pages, or 1,000 words
• Articles in specific practice areas: three to four pages, or 750 to 1,000 words
• Commentary: three pages, or 750 words
• Book reviews: two pages, or 500 words
• Letters to the editors: no word limit. Editors reserve the right to condense

for clarity, style and space considerations.
Articles and/or requests for publication may be mailed, faxed or e-mailed

and should be directed to: Jeff Lyons, Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar
Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia,
PA 19107-2911. Phone: (215) 238-6345. Fax: (215) 238-1267. E-mail: reporter@
philabar.org.

By Jeff Lyons

The banks of the Wissahickon Creek
in Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park will
be the site of a spring water sampling
program and picnic on May 6.

The program begins at 10 a.m. in
front of the Valley Green Inn at Valley
Green Road and the Wissahickon
Creek, and is sponsored by the Bar
Association’s Environmental Law
Committee and the Delaware Valley
Environmental American Inn of Court.

Philadelphia Water Department
aquatic biologist Lance Butler will host
an informal discussion about water
sampling, explaining the way the sam-
pling is done and the significance of it.
Program attendees will then assist

Water Department personnel in water
sampling on the Wissahickon Creek.

“This will be the second year of the
program,” said Brenda Hustis Gotanda,
co-Chair of the Environmental Law
Committee. “The people who came last
year were raving about it and wanted
us to do it again this year. It’s a really
enjoyable day of being outside,” she
said.

A picnic lunch is available for $10
only for those attendees who have
reserved a place and paid in advance.
RSVP by May 1 to the Environmental
Law Committee, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 1101 Market St.,
Philadelphia, Pa., 19107-2911. You are
also invited to bring your own picnic
lunch.

Environmental Law  Committee
Plans Water Sampling, Picnic

This Chinatown Noodle House is Quite Nice
Nice Chinese Noodle House
(Nhà Hàng Triêu Hung)
1038 Race Street
(215) 625-8393

by Skinny D. Bockol

It’s all-glass exterior makes this
shebang look as if it were the Chinese
version of the Edward Hopper Night-
Lit-Diner scene. Frankly, in the evening,
the fluorescently lighted interior is a
glow-worm of a black lacquer-chaired
luncheonette.  The walls are aqua, as
are table tops and random tiles on the
floor. A few wide paintings of Chinese
connotation cover space, as do
Buddhist offerings and vases with plas-
tic red carnations.  Here in Chinatown,
it’s a mish-mosh; in mainland China
this eatery would be called a veritable
venerable banquet house.

Susannah Foo’s patrons may be
most fortunate cookies, but Nice’s
clientele are those who revel in noo-
dles, nodding heads and chopsticks in
opposite vertical directions, in and out
of soup bowls the size of buckets.
Moreover, a table of four can eat a
wonton ton, and spend no more than
$25 total. If you spend more, my guess
is that your stomach will be up the
Yangtze without a paddle, gorged.

The first few times you come here
for lunch, dinner or take-out, simply
listen to and watch what the Asian
customers are ordering. Ninety-eight
percent of the diners are Asians, speak-
ing various Oriental dialects, all seem-
ingly understandable to the wait staff.
Realize that when you order a dish for
yourself, you are truly ordering for
three.

Kindly begin with appetizers, Khai
Vi, whose tastes are as authentic as
street food in Xian and Canton. House

Special Shrimp Roll (Cha Gio Trièn
Chau) ($4.95) are six ample packets of
pressed shrimp. Each parcel tastes like
a dazzling culinary combination of
challah french toast, shrimp croquette
and a New Orleans beignet.

“Eat with sauce,” demands my
plain-clothed waiter; “No good without
sauce.”

I comply, wetting the purse of food,
soaking its insides to a spongy froth
before enveloping it with my lips. One
can’t help but dribble. Your tongue
swims in a sultry sea of solid shrimp.

You may desire to calm the waves
of aftertastes with an order of Chinese
Twist Crullers (Dan Cha Quay) ($1), four
juicy, chewy, sticky bread sticks that
could pass for Boardwalk corndogs,
without the dogs. Their sweet effect
lulls one’s tongue to stillness.

And a Stir-Fried Chinese Bun (Ban
He Chien) ($4.50) is a must. These are
four pancakes of bouncy dough, lip-
like in texture, filled with chard greens
and chives. The sensation one feels is
that of a messy kiss from someone
who’s just eaten ripe Vidallia onions
and couldn’t care less. The morsel hav-
ing been fried, the smoocher’s appoint-
ment is also an anointment.

“Don’t forget sauce,” says my wait-

ress, as she delivers three plump Chao
Hou Vietnamese Egg Rolls ($4.50), each
a dark cigar filled with shredded veg-
etable delicacies imbued with smoky
pork pieces. Your throat gurgles as the
crunchy roll dissolves.  It reaches the
back recesses of your jaw; gone before
a meaningful bite can occur.

There’s a reason why your table is
replete with 40 chopsticks, hundreds of
napkins, dozens of miniature white
ladles, sliced hot cherry peppers, salt
and pepper shakers, a soy bin and
what might be a Shanghaied ketchup
bottle. All of these accouterments, but
for the napkins, invariably find their
way into Nice’s noodle soups. The nap-
kins (you’ll use three dozen) are to
wipe your brow, your nose, your
mouth, your hands, your chin, your
shirt or blouse, your pants or dress,
your eyes: usually in that order, over
and over.

Allow me to name, some of the
more exotic selections among the 50
noodle soups on the menu: Satay Pig
Feet Lai Fun, Ying Yang Noodle Fu-
Kien Style, Thousand Year Egg with
Shredded Pork.  Of course, you may
opt for less eclectic fare, and you will
be delighted.

Shredded Chicken Rice Noodle
Soup ($4.75) is loaded with white chick-
en breast strands; redolent of scallions,
ginger and woodsy mushrooms, cush-
ioned in rice. The broth is golden,
defatted and steaming. Beef Brisket
Hong Kong Style with Egg Noodle
Soup ($4.75) is chunky with grainy
slices of beef drowning in half a pound
of meandering yellow noodles. Ginger
and preserved turnips, green onions
and Sichuan peppercorns add zest.
Special Shrimp Wonton Soup ($3.95)
contains comets of Chinese raviolis
with tails that splash and dangle until

you sip, slurp and devour the slippery
elongated densely filled wontons fully
and finally.

You may not demur to the House
Special Congee ($4.25), a cement-mixer
sized porridge portion with floating
pearly fish fillets of the sweetest, silki-
est suppleness. I’ve seen residents of
Beijing eating congee for breakfast,
before bicycling to work.  It sticks to
the ribs and makes your belly visibly
beat to the rhythm of your heart.
Nice’s congee is extraordinary.

Finally, if you desire a dish that will
burn your socks off, try the Squid with
Satay Sauce over Rice ($4.95) and add
the sliced hot cherry peppers. The
squid is braided (I don’t know how),
and delivered in a brown sauce that
seems docile and of innocuous desue-
tude. Once you place a plait of rich
rubbery squid into your mouth fol-
lowed by a sliver of green pepper, start
the countdown from “10.” When you
reach “nine,” your chopsticks will fall to
the floor. At “eight” napkins are flying
about the room and your trying to
suckle the ketchup bottle’s nozzle. At
“seven” you’ve swallowed out of help-
less hopelessness and begin pounding
another set of chopsticks on the floor
(where you suddenly find yourself) as
if you were Gene Krupa. By “six” you
are wondering if you have a starring
role in “Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon.”  From “five” to “two” you’re
screaming Confucian proverbs in
Yiddish as if you were simultaneously
climbing the Great Wall of China and
the Western Wall in Jerusalem....  At
“one” you’re hungry for more.

Bring cash.  The menu has hand-
writing honestly stating, “Price slightly
different in some items.”

YU NO HOO

F E A S T S  T O  F A M I N E
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Choices Abound in Patterson’s ‘Protect and De f e n d ’
Protect and Defend

by Richard North Patterson

(Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 2000, 546
pages, $26.95)

Reviewed by Suanne S. Strauss

This book is destined to make the
best-seller list by virtue of its author,
whose previous works (“Dark Lady,”
“No Safe Place”) have routinely made
such lists, and its subject matter, the
intermingling of politics, abortion and
a Supreme Court nomination.

In light of the battle over John
Ashcroft’s nomination to be Attorney
General and the inevitable upcoming
battles over court appointments, the
book should have particular appeal for

those who are staunchly pro-choice. It
is bound to anger those who have the
opposite viewpoint.

With the unexpected death of the
chief justice, a new president has his
first opportunity to appoint someone
to the Supreme Court. The president is
staunchly pro-choice, and chooses to
nominate Caroline Masters, a federal
Appeals Court judge from California
whose views on abortion are not defi-
nitely known, although it is presumed
by everyone involved that she is pro-
choice. While the political dogfight
over her nomination plays out in
Washington, a second but connected
drama develops in California, where a
minor has gone to court to get permis-
sion for a late-term abortion over the
objections of her father, a law professor
and leader of the anti-choice move-
ment.

Patterson is an excellent writer and
the two story lines move swiftly to
their intertwined conclusions. However,
this is a “good guys-bad guys” book.
The plot is extremely one-sided. The
anti-choice characters in this book are
portrayed as insensitive, intolerant,
hypocritical and even criminal. All the
sympathy factors are on the pro-choice
side. Medical evidence indicates that
the fetus carried by the teen-ager will
be born without a functioning brain,
and the teen was prevented from get-
ting an abortion earlier in her preg-
nancy by strident demonstrators out-
side the abortion clinic and by a
parental notification law. And, right-
wing Christian groups opposed to the
nomination employ tactics so foul and
even criminal that to even associate
with them is to be tainted.

This book involves legal, moral and

political choices. According to
Patterson, only the pro-choice side has
“right” on its side, although he does
portray the minor’s father as a man of
belief who is disgusted with the
excesses of the anti-choice movement.
Pro-choice readers will find that this
book validates everything they already
believed about the “right-wing con-
spiracy” dedicated to overturning Roe
v. Wade. Anti-choice readers will fume
and fail to recognize their own excesses
even though the author artfully and
persuasively lays them out. As usual
with this issue, there is no real room
for compromise, although the book is
well-written enough to hold the inter-
est of even the most ardent anti-choice
demonstrator.

Suanne S. Strauss is an administrative law judge for the
Social Security Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n .

Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled event may be sub-
ject to change by the committee or section chairs.

April 2
Public Interest Section Executive Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room.
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Grants Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center
front.
Family Law Section - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th fl. Board Room.

April 3
Professional Responsibility Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center.
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch: $7.

April 4
Delivery of Legal Services Committee - meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th fl. Board Room.
Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room.
LegalLine - 5 p.m., 11th fl. LRIS offices.

April 5
Spring Quarterly Meeting - 11 a.m., Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue.
Environmental Law Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.

April 9
Philadelphia Bar Reporter Editorial Board - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th fl. Cabinet Room.

April 10
Municipal Court Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center, front. Lunch: $7.
Young Lawyers Division Law Life & Lunch - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th fl. Conference Center,
back. Lunch: $7.

April 11
Section Chairs Meeting with Chancellor - 8:30 a.m., 10th fl. Board Room.
Criminal Justice Section Executive Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room.
Board of Governors Diversity Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Committee Room. Lunch:
$7.
Family Law Section - Tea, Law & Cookies seminar, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center, front.

April 12
Elder Law Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Cabinet Room.
Public Interest Section Civil Rights Committee - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th fl. Conference
Center, front.
Legal Rights of Lesbians and Gay Men - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th fl. Committee Room.

April 13
Good Friday - Bar Association offices closed.

April 16
Business Law Section Executive Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room.
Judicare - Board meeting, 4:30 p.m., 11th fl. Committee Room.

April 17
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Fund-Raising Committee - meeting, 11 a.m., 11th fl.
Committee Room.
Board of Governors Cabinet - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room.

April 18
Workers Compensation Section Executive Committee - meeting, 10:30 a.m., 11th fl.
Committee Room.
Workers Compensation Section - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Family Law Section Executive Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Committee Room.
JuriStaff Workshop - noon, 10th fl. Cabinet Room.
Federal Courts Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch: $7.
LegalLine - 5 p.m., 11th fl. LRIS offices.

April 19
Women in the Profession Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch: $7.
Legislative Liaison Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.

April 20
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Finance Committee - meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th fl. Cabinet
Room.
Social Security Disability Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center, front.
Lunch: $7.
Philadelphia Lawyer Editorial Board - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th fl. Committee Room.

April 24
Criminal Justice Section - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Compulsory Arbitration Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch: $7.
Divorce/Equitable Distribution Committee - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th fl. Cabinet Room.

April 25
JuriStaff Workshop - noon, 10th fl. Cabinet Room.
LRIS Committee - meeting, 11th fl. Committee Room.
Women’s Rights Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch: $7.

April 26
State Civil Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room.
Family Law Section Domestic Violence Committee - meeting, 3:30 p.m., 10th fl. Cabinet
Room.
Board of Governors - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th fl. Board Room.

April 27
Young Lawyers Division Cabinet - meeting, 10th fl. Cabinet Room.

Unless otherwise specified, all ch e cks for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar
Association and mailed to Bar Headquarters, 11 01 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Send Bar
Association-related calendar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 11 01 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Fax: (215) 23 8 - 12 67. e-mail:r e p o r t e r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g .
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Ruth L. Gutleber , PLS, of Schnader
Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, has been
elected president of the Philadelphia
Legal Secretaries for 2001-2002.
Gutleber has been with Schnader for
more than 20 years.

Louis W. Fryman , chairman of the
law firm Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien &
Frankel, LLP, has been elected to the
board of directors of Carelift
International, a non-profit healthcare
development organization. Carelift col-
lects surplus medical equipment, sup-
plies and pharmaceuticals from U.S.
health care institutions and distributes
them to developing countries around
the world.

Ian M. Comisky , a partner in the tax
and fiduciary department at Blank
Rome Comisky & McCauley LLP, will
participate in the American Bar
Association Criminal Justice Section
and the Center for Continuing Legal
Education’s 15th annual National
Institute on White Collar Crime 2001.

David M. Mandell of Blank Rome
Comisky & McCauley LLP was invited
to speak about his experiences as a
member of the Bush-Cheney Florida
recount team at the Dean’s Invitational

Forum at Temple University School of
Law.

Stephen J. Weed , of Synnestvedt &
Lechner LLP, has been appointed to the
Malvern Planning Commission by the
Borough of Malvern Council. The plan-
ning commission reviews development
plans and makes recommendations.

Craig R. Tractenberg and Harris J.
Chernow , attorneys with the
Philadelphia office of Buchanan
Ingersoll, were scheduled to speak at
the 41st annual International
Franchising Association conference is
Las Vegas.

Henry Ian Pass , a
sole practitioner in
Bala Cynwyd, has
been elected to the
boards of directors
of the Greater
Philadelphia
Venture Group, the
Pennsylvania

Private Investors Group and the
Entrepreneurs Forum of Greater
Philadelphia, Inc.

Joseph M. Manko , partner in Manko
Gold & Katcher LLP, has been selected
to receive the Pennsylvania Bar
Association Environmental, Mineral &
Natural Resources Law Section’s annu-
al Achievement Award.

Paul A. Tufano , senior vice president
and general counsel of Independence
Blue Cross, has been named to the
Board of Trustees and Managers of
Moore College of Art & Design.

Jacqueline H. Canter , Thomas K.
Ellixson and Eric A. Fitzgerald of
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman
& Goggin presented the program
“Alternative Dispute Resolution in the
21st Century: In the Courts and
Beyond” to the members of the
Philadelphia Chapter of the Chartered
Property Casualty Underwriters.

Robert D. Fox , a
partner at Manko
Gold & Katcher LLP
testified before the
U.S. Senate sub-
committee on
Superfund, Waste
Control and Risk
Assessment on
Senate bill S. 350,

which appropriates funds for brown-
fields redevelopment and the estab-
lishment and enhancement of state
brownfields programs.

Peter J. Hoffman , of McKissock &
Hoffman, PC, has become a member of
the American Board of Trial Advocates,
a group that has rallied nationally and
locally to the defense of the civil jury

trial since 1958.

Emanuel Kapelsohn of Blank Rome
Comisky & McCauley LLP has been re-
elected to his sixth consecutive term
on the Board of Directors of the
International Association of Law
Enforcement Firearms Instructors.  He
is also the organization’s Third Vice
President, Legal Committee Chairman,
and Chairman of its Firearms Training
Standards Committee.

Samuel E. Cohen of the law firm Fox,
Rothschild, O’Brien & Frankel, LLP, has
been selected to serve on the Area
Council for the Philadelphia Chapter of
Big Brothers/Big Sisters - Freire Charter
School Mentoring Program.

P E O P L E

Names Are News
“People” highlights news of

members’ awards, honors or
appointments of a civic or com-
munity nature.

Send information to Jeff Lyons,
Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar
Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Assoccia-
tion, 1101 Market St., Philadelphia,
Pa. 19107-2911. Fax: (215) 238-1267.
E-mail:reporter@philabar.org.

Photos are welcome.
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