
by Bruce H. Bikin

“Nothing ever had to
happen the way it hap-
pened,” author and histori-
an David McCullough told
the rapt dinner audience in
his keynote address honor-
ing the Bar Association’s
bicentennial on March 12.

There was “nothing
whatever to say that this
country would succeed.
There was nothing ever to
say that there would be a
Thomas Jefferson... The peo-
ple who came to Philadel-
phia in 1776 to lead a revo-
lution and to form a new
nation had no way of
knowing they would suc-
ceed. And if they failed, and
were captured, they could
expect to be hung as trai-
tors.” These, he said, were
courageous people. He said
of John Adams, if he was
afraid of anything, “he was
afraid of dishonor.”

Half of those who signed
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence were lawyers. They
were determined and stub-
born men. McCullough said
that he had come to see
“stubbornness is a pseudo-
nym for character.”

In speaking of the histo-
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C o m m e m o r a t i ve Dinner Marks
A s s ociation’s 200th Annive r s a r y

Hundreds
Gather for
Historic
Occasion
by Molly Peckman

More than 600 attorneys and judges
gathered on March 12 in the ballroom
of the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the
Bellevue to celebrate an evening 200
years in the making — the bicentennial
of the Philadelphia Bar Association — at
the Century 3 Commemorative Dinner.

Lights atop the PECO building and
commemorative flags adorning Broad
Street’s lampposts announced the
Association’s anniversary. The dinner,
which took the place of the Association’s
spring quarterly meeting, was broadcast
live on cable television and the Associa-
tion’s Web site.

David McCullough, noted historian
and author of the best-selling biography
“John Adams,” was the keynote speaker.
Honored guests included Pennsylvania
Supreme Court Justices Ronald D.
Castille, Sandra Schultz Newman and
Russell M. Nigro and Chief Judge of the

continued on page 9

McCullough
Lauds History
of Lawyers in
Philadelphia

Pulitzer Prize-winning author David McCullough addresses the audience at the Commemorative Dinner
on March 12. More than 600 people attended the festivities. McCullough’s speech can be downloaded
from the Association’s Web site, www.philadelphiabar.org.

Chancellor Allan H. Gordon (left) presents the traditional gold snuff box to Immediate-Past Chancellor
Carl S. Primavera as Century 3 Committee Chair Abraham C. Reich (right) looks on.

continued on page 9
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by Allan H. Gordon

Lawyers ask me all the time: “What
has the Bar Association done for me
lately?”

Those who ask should look no fur-
ther than this publication. Your Phila-
delphia Bar Association is representing
your best interests week after week,
month after month and year after year.

Take the New Jersey bona fide office
rule for example.

This is something that your Bar
leaders have been fighting since 1997
when then Chancellor Clifford Haines
rightly characterized our effort to have
the rule overturned as “a simple matter
of free trade, fundamental fairness and
equal access to representation.” Calling
public attention to the rule’s unfairness
and restrictiveness was one of the first
things we did. We went public in a big
way and described the issue in real-
life, practical terms that ordinary peo-
ple could understand. And our effort
garnered favorable media attention.
That was a wake-up call.

But we didn’t stop there. We
launched legal challenges to the rule as
well. Simultaneous with our public
effort, we filed an amicus brief with the
Third Circuit Court of Appeals seeking
to have the rule overturned. Though
that initial legal effort was not success-
ful, it did not deter us.

We kept fighting to knock down
barriers to your right to practice. Our
Board of Governors and our New
Jersey Bona Fide Office Task Force
launched new strategies to challenge
the rule. Not only did we challenge the
rule within New Jersey through that

state’s system of rule-making but we
also produced a counter-proposal pro-
viding for the possible development of
a “combined” office in New Jersey for
Philadelphia lawyers. We submitted a
constructive alternative.

At every turn, we have met resis-
tance to our efforts to knock down the
New Jersey bona fide office rule but
that has not stopped us from moving
forward. And this effort has continued
from year to year and from one
Chancellor to another with total unity
and continuity. We know what we are
doing is right. We know it is what you
want us to do. We know it is in your
best interest and in the public interest.
We know it is part of our mission “to
serve the profession and the public by
promoting justice, professional excel-
lence and respect for the rule of law”
and to “foster understanding of, in-
volvement in and access to the justice
system.” 

I’ve been intimately involved in this
issue since 1998 when then-Chancellor
Mark Aronchick asked me to be the
Association’s point man on the matter.

This has been a long and sometimes
tedious road. But we’ve had lots of
help from people like Judge Arlin M.
Adams, Nancy Winkelman and Lenard
Cohen of our Bona Fide Office Task
Force and also Douglas Eakley, our
New Jersey counsel. Thanks to the help
of so many, our efforts on your behalf
are still very much alive. Just a few
weeks ago I testified in Newark at the
first of three public hearings on the
bona fide office rule. The hearing was
called by the Wallace Committee, a
committee on bar admissions created
by the New Jersey Supreme Court. The
committee is one of two groups that
will be holding hearings on the matter.
I told the Wallace Committee what
we’ve been saying all along: New
Jersey’s law blocks access to justice. It’s
unfair to lawyers and clients. It needs
to be sunsetted so that New Jersey can
allow all those admitted to its bar to
practice law.

From the questions I heard at the
hearing, I came away cautiously opti-
mistic. I stress the term “cautiously.”
Still, I thought the committee was
open-minded and receptive to new
ideas.

I expect to testify again in May on
this matter in front of the New Jersey
Supreme Court Commission on the

Rules of Professional Conduct. Once
again, I will present the Philadelphia
Bar Association’s case on your behalf.

How will it all turn out? I’m not
sure. But we’ve already opened some
doors a crack or two and have come a
long way from the first salvo nearly
five years ago.

And I do know this: We’re fighting
for you. And we will continue fighting
for you whenever and wherever your
interests are threatened or under
attack.

This is just one example. Keep read-
ing the Bar Reporterand Bar Reporter
Onlineto learn about all the others.

Allan H. Gordon, a partner at Ko l s b y, Gordon, Robin,
Shore &B e z a r, is Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar
Association. His e-mail address is ch a n c e l l o r @ p h i l-
a ba r. o r g .
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F R O N T L I N E

There’s Bona Fide Reason for Optimism

Mourning the Loss of 3 Colleagues
Dear Colleagues,

Last week our local bench and bar
mourned the passing of three greatly
respected individuals.

Judge Vito F. Canuso served on the
Common Pleas Court for 25 years —
from 1967 to 1992. Steeped in the finest
traditions of the law and public service,
Judge Canuso was devoted to
Philadelphia and took great pride in

being a member of the Philadelphia
Bar Association. His dedication and
wisdom were greatly valued.

Thomas Colas Carroll was an out-
standing criminal defense attorney and
legal scholar who shared his expertise
with students at Villanova University
Law School where he taught a class on
trial practice for 27 years. Also a native
Philadelphian, he was educated in local

schools and universities. He set a high
standard for all.

We also take note of the passing of
U.S. Circuit Court Judge Carol Los
Mansmann. Judge Mansmann was the
first woman appointed to the federal
bench in Pittsburgh and the second
woman appointed to the 3rd Circuit
bench where she served for nearly 17
years. She was a superb jurist who will
be remembered for her steadfast sense
of professionalism and her courageous
battle against cancer. She was a trail-
blazer.

We join with so many others in
expressing our sincere condolences to
the friends and families of Judges
Canuso and Mansmann and Mr.
Carroll.

Sincerely, 
Allan H. Gordon

Chancellor,
Philadelphia Bar Association

Tell Us What You Think!
The Philadelphia Bar Reporterwelcomes letters to the editors for publication.

Letters should be typed. There is no word limit, but editors reserve the right to
condense for clarity, style and space considerations. Letters must be signed to
verify authorship, but names will be withheld upon request. Letters may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed to: Jeff Lyons, Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter,
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-
2911. Phone: (215) 238-6345. Fax: (215) 238-1267. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

At every turn, we have met resistance to our efforts to knock down the

New Jersey bona fide office rule but that has not stopped us from moving

forward. 
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by Jeff Lyons

The Board of Governors has
approved a resolution calling for a
“substantial reduction” in the city’s
wage tax as a way to encourage busi-
ness to locate in, expand or remain in
the city.

Chancellor Allan H. Gordon said he
would testify in favor of the wage tax
reduction in front of City Council and
that he would urge all Philadelphia
lawyers, their employees, family mem-
bers and friends to call or write
Council members in support of the tax
cut. The action came at the Board’s
March 21 meeting.

The Chancellor pointed out that the
top 22 Philadelphia law firms employ
about 8,500 people, withhold more
than $14 million in wage taxes annual-
ly and lease nearly 14 percent of all of
the office space in Center City. “That’s
just the big law firms,” Gordon said.

“Most of the law firms in the city
are small and medium-sized. So, you
have to multiply those figures and also
consider that many of our lawyers are
operating small businesses. These taxes
are onerous. It’s been shown that the
wage tax drives businesses and work-
ing people out of the city. One study
we have shows that a Philadelphia
family of four earning $40,000 can save
$816 per year by moving out of the
city. That’s significant.”

Gordon said he has come to accept
the idea that tax reduction is necessary
if the city is to survive. “The Philadel-
phia Bar Association has been a part of
this city for 200 years. We love Phila-

delphia and we want to see the city
thrive and prosper. That’s why we’re
ready to work with the Mayor and City
Council to begin to put positive,
growth-enhancing tax policies into
place. The first step is the reduction of
the wage tax,” he said.

Gordon said the Board’s resolution
also puts the Association on record as
favoring changes in the business privi-
lege and net profits taxes to put per-
sonal service firms such as law firms
organized as partnerships of limited
liabilities on an equal footing with
businesses organized as corporations.

“Those are further steps that can be
taken. But right now we’re focusing on
the wage tax,” he said.

The Board also authorized Gordon
to meet with City Council and Mayor
John F. Street to request additional
funding for the First Judicial District, so
attorneys assigned to Dependency
Court cases can be more fairly com-
pensated for their work.

“Most lawyers are getting paid an
abysmally low amount of money for
taking these cases on,” Gordon said.

In other business, the Board
approved a resolution from the

Committee on the Legal Rights of
Lesbians and Gay Men supporting
expansion of a city ordinance to pro-
vide for protection from discrimination
based upon gender identity. 

The resolution supports an amend-
ment to the city code that includes
gender identity as a prohibited basis
for discrimination in employment,
public housing and public accommo-
dations.

Also, the Board elected Joseph A.
Sullivan, Rudolph Garcia and Ronald
A. Kovler to the Nominating
Committee. 

Board of Governors

Resolution Backs Cut in City Wage Ta x

Vice Chancellor Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua, Chancellor Allan H. Gordon, Philadelphia VIPBoard President Barbara T. Sicalides, Philadelphia VIP
Executive Director Sharon Browning and Board of Governors Chair Jeffrey M. Lindy meet before the March 21 Board meeting. Browning was
formally introduced to the Board of Governors at the meeting and gave an update on VIP’s status.

American Lawyer Media 
1617 JFK Blvd., Suite 1750  • Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Visit our Online catalog at www.palegalpubs.com for more informa-

2002 LEGAL DIRECTORY

Visit our Online catalog at www.palegalpubs.com for more information and special offers.
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The Philadelphia Bar Ass-
ociation’s annual Charity Run
has a new format for 2002,
adding a 5K walk to a allow
for a more family-friendly
event.

A reduced family rate reg-
istration fee for the walk has
also been added. The change
marks a deviation from the
traditional 10K run and two-
mile race. The event will be
held May 19 on West River
Drive adjacent to the
Philadelphia Museum of Art.
The Charity Run benefits the
Support Center for Child
Advocates and The American
Diabetes Association. 

This year’s event will be a
5-kilometer (3.1-mile) race
and a 5-kilometer walk. New
male-only and female-only
team competitions will be
held in addition to the mixed
team competition that has
been a feature of the race. 

Sponsors of the event
include Wawa Inc., The Legal
Intelligencer, JuriStaff Inc., USI
Colburn Insurance Service,
Veritext L.L.C., Crystal Springs
and Dolfin.

Also joining to sponsor the
races are the following firms:
Blank Rome Comisky &
McCauley LLP; Caesar, Rivise,
Bernstein, Cohen & Pokotilow,
Ltd.; Cozen O’Connor; Fox,
Rothschild, O’Brien & Frankel,
LLP; Marshall, Dennehey,
Warner, Coleman & Goggin;
Montgomery, McCracken,
Walker & Rhoads, LLP; Neil A.
Morris Associates, P.C.,; Pepper
Hamilton LLP; Ratner & Pres-
tia; Raynes, McCarty, Binder,
Ross & Mundy; Semanoff,
Ormsby, Greenberg & Torchia,
LLC; Wolf, Block, Schorr and
Solis-Cohen LLP; and
Woodcock Washburn LLP.

The 5K run entry fee is $20
for race registrations post-
marked by midnight May 13
and mailed to the Charity
Run Committee, Caesar,
Rivise, Bernstein, Cohen &
Pokotilow, Ltd., 1635 Market

St., 12th floor, Philadelphia
19103. A late entry fee of $25
will be charged for applica-
tions postmarked May 14-16.
Registration on race day will
remain $30. 

There will again be a Bar
Association competition. The
cost will be $40 for Bar mem-
bers if registration is post-
marked by May 14, $50 if
postmarked May 14-16 and
$60 if paid on race day. 

The entry fee for the 5K
walk is $15. Immediate family
members can register for the
walk at a reduced rate of $50.

Team competition applica-
tions may be obtained from
Michael J. Berkowitz at Caesar
Rivise at (215) 567-2010. The
deadline for team registra-
tions is May 11. 

For more information, call
Eric Marzluf at (215) 567-2010
or Tom Bell at (215) 887-2050. 

Bar’s May 19 Charity Run to Include
Family-Friendly 5-Kilometer Walk

Panelists (from left) Judge John W. Her ron, Mitchell L. Bach and Judge
Albert W. Sheppard Jr. gather before the joint meeting of the Business
Law Section and DELVACCA on Feb. 26.

Business Law Section

C o m m e r c e
Case Program
Enters 3rd Ye a r
by Lee Applebaum

The Business Law Section
and the Delaware Valley
Corporate Counsel Associa-
tion joined together on Feb.
26 in presenting “Philadel-
phia’s Commerce Case Pro-
gram: A Two-Year Overview.”
The panel included Judges
John W. Herron and Albert W.
Sheppard Jr.  The discussion
was moderated by Section
Treasurer Mitchell L. Bach of
Fineman & Bach, who was
instrumental in designing the
highly successful Commerce
Case Program.

Walter W. Schanbacher,
senior counsel at Sun Oil and
DELVACCA’s liaison to the
Business Law Section, intro-
duced the program.
Schanbacher worked closely
with the Business Law Section
in making the joint presenta-
tion a reality. This was a
unique effort between DEL-
VACCA and the Business Law
Section, and hopefully will be
the seed of future collabora-
tions on important issues in
which we share a common
interest.

The panel discussion,
ranging from Judge Shepp-
ard’s statistics reflecting the
increasing number of cases
filed in the Commerce Case
Program to Judge Herron’s
comments on the role of the
Bar in making the program
work, all reflect one essential
fact: the Commerce Case
Program is a success. It is also
a model. Bach informed the
attendees that Detroit is look-
ing at our Commerce Case
Program as a paradigm for
setting up its own commerce
program.  

In its first year, 589 cases
were filed in the Commerce
Program and 176 cases were
transferred into the program.
Last year, 671 actions were
filed and 170 cases were trans-
ferred into the program. In
light of the volume of cases,
Judge Patricia A. McInerney
has joined Judges Herron and
Sheppard in the program.

Of the cases filed or trans-
ferred in 2000, 342 have
reached a disposition, while
186 of the 2001 cases have

The Philadelphia Bar Reporterwel-
comes law-related submissions for
publication. Articles relating to a spe-
cific practice area, commentary, book
reviews, and letters to the editors are
welcome. Letters must be signed to
verify authorship, but names will be
withheld upon request. All submis-
sions will be promptly considered by

the Bar ReporterEditorial Board.
Printed articles should be typed

double-spaced. Editors request that
those submitting electronically note
which word processing program and
version was used to create the file or
e-mail attachment. Editors reserve the
right to condense for clarity, style and
space considerations.

Articles and/or requests for publi-
cation may be mailed, faxed or e-
mailed and should be directed to: Jeff
Lyons, Managing Editor, Philadelphia
Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 1101 Market St., 11th
floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911.
Phone: (215) 238-6345. Fax: (215) 238-
1267. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

Send Us 
Your News,

Views, Photos

continued on page 5
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Every year, the Bar Association joins
national organizations in celebrating
Law Day on May 1. Law Day is a spe-
cial day focusing on our heritage of
liberty under law and a national day of
celebration officially designated by
joint resolution of Congress in 1961.

The Bar Association is now gearing
up for a full schedule of activities
planned throughout the city for not
only Law Day, but Law Week 2002, an
extended celebration of Law Day. The
theme of Law Week 2002 is “Celebrate
Your Freedom — Assuring Equal Justice
for All.” Activities will take place from
April 29 to May 4.

All Law Week activities are under
the direction of Association
Chancellor-Elect Audrey C. Talley and
are coordinated by the Association’s
Young Lawyers Division with the help
of scores of lawyer-volunteers.  This
year’s YLD Law Week co-chairs are YLD
Chair-Elect Melissa A. Schwartz and
YLD Vice Chair Kim R. Jessum.  If you
have any questions or would like to
get involved, please contact either
Schwartz at mschwartz@naulty.com or
Jessum at kjessum@morganlewis.com
or the contact person listed below for a
specific activity.

The following is a summary of Law
Week activities for this year. Stay tuned
for more events and further details.

Monday, April 29 
• Kick-off event for winners of high

school Mock Trial Competition and
debate contest.

Tuesday, April 30
• Lawyer in the Classroom, 9 a.m. to

12 p.m.; contact Eric Zajac, (215) 564-
6610.

Wednesday, May 1
• Lawyer in the Classroom, 9 a.m. to

12 p.m.; contact Eric Zajac, (215) 564-
6610.

• Law Fair, 12 to 2 p.m.; contact
Heather Holloway, 215-575-4264.

• Children’s ID Program, 12 to 2
p.m.; contact Natalie Klyashtorny, 215-
893-3409.

• LegalLine, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor
6 to 8 p.m.; contact David Felderman,
(215) 496-0300, Julia Swain, (610) 825-
7272, or Lisa Getson, (215) 564-3030.

Thursday, May 2
• Doctor/Lawyer in the Classroom,

9 to 10 a.m.; contact Eric Zajac, (215)
564-6610.

• My First Jury Trial, a CLE program
co-sponsored by the Federal Courts

Committee, Federal Courthouse, 4 to 6
p.m.; Reception to follow.

Friday, May 3
• Lawyer for a Day, Philadelphia Bar

Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor,
8:30 a.m.; contact Lou Presenza, (215)
731-1600.

• Law Day Proclamation.
• YLD Happy Hour, 6 to 8 p.m.; con-

tact Jennifer Myers, (215) 241-8817.
Saturday, May 4
• Same-Sex Couples and the Law

forum. 
Day to be determined
• Stepping Out for Seniors; contact

Dara Penn Newman, (215) 419-6545.
• Elementary School Poster Contest;

contact Natalie Klyashtorny, (215) 893-
3409.

• Edward F. Chacker Essay Contest;
contact Natalie Klyashtorny, (215) 893-
3409.

• Habitat for Humanity Workday;
contact Marnie Simon, (215) 751-2885.
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Young Lawyers Division

Group Preparing for Law Week 2002

reached some form of disposition. To
date, settlements have been achieved in
185 of the year 2000 cases and in 63 of
the 2001 cases. The judges pointed out
that the Bar’s positive role has helped
achieve these settlements in two ways:
first, through the professionalism
exhibited by counsel in handling cases;
and second, through the volunteer
efforts of judges pro tem. More than 80
seasoned attorneys have volunteered
their time as judges pro tem in facili-
tating alternative dispute resolution.    

The panel also gave some basic
practice pointers. The Commerce
Program’s “Criteria for Assignment of
Cases to Commerce Program,” available
from the Court, provides an extensive
list of the types of matters that are and
are not within the program’s parame-
ters.  Where there is any confusion, the
Court provides a form of application to
challenge assignment to the Commerce
Program, the “Notice of Management
Program Dispute,” which the judges
promptly review to determine if the
case should or should not be in the
Commerce Program. 

In addition, the judges have issued
more than 200 full opinions. These
opinions provide a cornerstone for the
guidance of counsel and their clients.
In light of the growing caseload, the

judges will not be able to continue this
practice, but will include with their
orders a written explanation to parties
as to the bases for the Court’s determi-
nation.  

The Commerce Case Program Web
site, http://courts.phila.gov/cptcv-
comp.html, provides a bonanza of
information on all of these matters,
including forms, the full opinions
indexed by various criteria, and the list
of judges pro tem. Everyone is encour-
aged to make use of the Web site and
the Court’s Web site generally.

Many interesting issues were raised
by attendees. These included whether
the Court’s arbitration program could
include panels whose members were
experienced in commercial disputes,
and at what point it would be best to
use the services of judges pro tem. This
was of special interest in light of the
Eastern District’s recent abandonment
of its mediation program, which some
people believed involved the mediators
too early in the process.    

The impression left by the panel
and the attendees is that through the
cooperation of the bench and bar, great
things can be achieved in serving the
public and our clients.  

Lee Ap p l e baum is a commercial litigator with Fineman
& Bach, P.C.  He has written extensively on issues of pro -
fessionalism and the relationship of attorneys to courts
and clients, as well as on securities law and RICO topics.

COMMERCE CASE
continued from page 4

YLD officers (from left) Jennifer L. Myers, Marla A. Joseph and Kim R. Jessum accept an
award from the American Bar Association for the YLD’s 2001 Law Week program. The awar d
was presented during the ABA’s Midyear Meeting in February.
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Talley Welcomes
Newest Citizens

Association Chancellor-Elect Audrey C. Talley (left)
is introduced by U.S. District Court Judge Jan E.
DuBois at a naturalization ceremony held March 14
at the U.S. Courthouse. Talley welcomed 20 new cit -
izens from 14 different countries who took the oath
of citizenship at the ceremony.

by Thomas P. Manning

Third Circuit Court of
Appeals Judge Samuel A. Alito
Jr. spoke candidly about the
effects of the litigation explo-
sion in the 1960s and 1970s on
appellate courts and gave
practical suggestions on how
to improve appellate briefs at
the March 11 meeting of the
Appellate Courts Committee.

Judge Alito, who recently
was named chair of the
Advisory Committee on
Appellate Rules, opened his
remarks with a tribute to fel-
low Circuit Judge Carol Los
Mansmann, who died on
March 9. He extolled Judge
Mansmann’s dedication to the
law and the litigants before
her, stating that her excellence
as a judge was surpassed only
by her excellence as a friend
and colleague. 

Judge Alito then compared
the “Eden” of the early 1960s,
when each circuit judge sat
for an average of 90 cases per
year and the court heard
arguments and published an
opinion in virtually every
case, with the current land-
scape, where the average
judge in the Third Circuit
hears more than 300 cases per
year. He explained that the
increase in the number of
cases filed, without an equiv-

alent increase in the number
of judges, has led to the court
hearing arguments in approx-
imately 28 percent of coun-
seled cases and to the
increased reliance on less for-
mal, non-precedential “non-
published” opinions to resolve
cases.

He noted that the Third
Circuit recently changed its
practice and now makes its
“non-published” decisions
available through Westlaw
and LEXIS and over the Third
Circuit’s Web site. Although
the court’s “non-published”
decisions may not be cited by
the court in its opinions as
binding authority, Judge Alito
wondered whether, as these
opinions become available
and are cited by litigants, they
would gain precedential
authority through evolution. 

On the subject of oral
argument, Judge Alito stated
that the practice of oral argu-
ment hearkened back to a
time when the spoken word
was the dominant form of
communication, and ques-
tioned whether the practice
should be changed based on
technological developments.
After explaining that argu-
ment is often requested when
a panel judge has a question
about the case not answered
in the briefs, he asked

whether it would be helpful
for the court to send written
questions to counsel prior to
argument, either to request
further briefing or to allow
counsel to focus their argu-
ment preparation on those
issues of concern to the
judges.  

Turning to practical advice,
Judge Alito noted that, before

he became a judge, his main
concern was not the brevity
of his appellate briefs and
that he “fought for every
word” available under the
rules. From the other side of
the bench, however, the virtue
of a concise brief became
clear. He advised that a few
simple techniques, such as
including an informative

statement of the issues pre-
sented and using the table of
contents to fully outline an
argument, increase the value
of a brief without increasing
its length. 

Thomas P. Manning is an associate with
B u chanan Ingersoll. He focuses his practice
on complex commercial litigation matters
and appellate litigation.

Appellate Courts Committee

Judge Alito Briefs Committee, Offers Ad v i c e

Appellate Court Committee co-chairs Marcia Berman and Howard Bashman meet with Judge Samuel A. Alito Jr .
(right) prior to the Committee’s March 11 meeting.
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Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee

Judges Discuss Benefits of ADR in Courts
by Kathleen L. Daerr-Bannon

The Philadelphia Court of Common
Pleas has eliminated a backlog of court
cases and instituted an innovative
Commerce Court program, both of
which have benefited city residents.
These remarkable accomplishments
provide the foundation for the court to
continue to explore and to examine
more and better ways to provide access
to justice for all of Philadelphia’s citi-
zens, including examination of en-
hancing the role of ADR in the courts. 

Common Pleas Court President
Judge Frederica A. Massiah-Jackson
brought this message to the Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR) Committee at
its monthly luncheon meeting on
March 7.  She was joined by Judge
Sandra Mazer Moss, Team Leader for
Year 2000 Cases, and by Joseph L.
Hassett, manager of the Arbitration
Center.

Judge Massiah-Jackson explained
some of the current challenges facing
the court and discussed the ways in
which ADR is beneficial in the courts.
She explained that continued elimina-
tion of court backlog of cases relies
heavily upon the time and expertise
donated by attorneys who serve as
judge pro tems in the settlement pro-
gram at the Dispute Resolution Center
and in the Commerce Court Mediation
Program.

Recent changes that soon will place
landlord-tenant appeals from
Municipal Court at the Complex
Litigation Center and money-damage
appeals from Municipal Court at the
Arbitration Center provide opportuni-
ties for consideration of further use of
ADR mechanisms within the court sys-
tem.

Additionally, a court challenge to
the Insurance Commissioner’s authori-
ty to mandate arbitration clauses in

auto policies by some in the insurance
industry, if successful, coupled with
proposed changes in PRCP 1311, would
place a substantial increased burden
upon the judicial system.  The current
system of compulsory arbitration of
disputes arising out of UM/UIM cover-
age has presented a fair and prompt
resolution in most cases to date and
will hopefully continue to be the pro-
cedure in Pennsylvania. If not, those
cases will enter the court system in
large numbers in Philadelphia. If this
becomes an issue in the courts, ADR
mechanisms might assist in addressing
the issue.  

Hassett explained generally that
more than half of the court’s inventory
resides in the Arbitration Center and
that the vast majority of those cases
resolve without any court intervention.
Of those cases not resolved by the par-
ties prior to award, 95 percent settle
upon appeal and prior to trial through
the long-standing efforts of Harold
Chambers. 

In recent years, the Arbitration
Center has made efforts to increase and
broaden its panel membership in order
to provide balanced panels in all arbi-
tration hearings. That goal is achieved
in most cases; however, more attorneys
are desired and anyone interested in
serving should contact Hassett at the
Arbitration Center. 

As indicated by Judge Massiah-
Jackson, the addition of Municipal
Court money damage appeals will
increase the caseload at the Center. The
concept of utilizing a mediation com-
ponent to address this issue was raised
and well received as a possible solu-
tion to assist in lessening the burden of
the anticipated increased caseload.
Many of those cases will involve pro se
litigants and mediation will help.

Judge Massiah-Jackson is also cur-
rently examining the feasibility of a

pilot program to designate a commer-
cial panel at the Arbitration Center.
Although the majority of cases at the
Center are tort actions, commercial
cases under $50,000 are heard at the
Center and do not come under the
Commerce Program. 

Judge Sandra Mazer Moss discussed
her attendance at the three-day course
of the National Judicial College in
Nashville, Tenn., on how to set up a
mediation component in the courts.
She discussed her experiences with
successful use of mediation in court
cases where privacy and/or costs of lit-
igation were important issues; where
cross-claims were involved, especially
in construction matters; where the
mediator focused on a targeted issue;
and where attorney-mediators with
particular expertise were used to ren-
der advisory opinions for the court and

counsel, resulting in successful settle-
ment negotiations.

The challenge is to determine
exactly how to fashion ADR mecha-
nisms within the judicial system to
address the needs of that system.
Another example, modeled after the
system instituted to provide access to
justice in Maricopa County, Ariz., is the
anticipated First Judicial District
Information Center. It is being planned
to open on the first floor of City Hall as
a walk-in center where citizens may
access dockets, judgments, court forms
and have questions answered by per-
sonnel. 

Kathleen L. Daerr-Bannon is an arbitrator, mediator
and neutral with a ba ckground in civil litigation.  She is
an immediate-past co-chair of the ADR Committee of the
Philadelphia Bar Association and presently serves as co-
chair of the ADR Committee of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association.  

From left, ArbitrationCenter manager Joseph L. Hassett, ADR Committee co-chair Edward A.
Pereles, President Judge Frederica A. Massiah-Jackson, committee co-chair Charles F. Forer
and Judge Sandra Mazer Moss gather before the committee’s March 7 meeting.

HIAS and Council Migration
Service of Philadelphia will honor
former U.S. Sen. Frank Lautenberg at
its 120th anniversary event on
Wednesday, April 17 at the Jewish
Community Services Building, 2100
Arch St., from 5:30 to 8 p.m.

The celebration is part of HIAS
and Council’s Friends fund-raising
campaign. The event is open to
everyone. The evening’s program
includes musical selections by refugee
violinists, a display of artwork by
refugee children in Philadelphia and
an address by Lautenberg. A cocktail

reception will feature dishes prepared
by former Soviet refugees.

As a U.S. senator from New Jersey,
Lautenberg was a staunch advocate
for Soviet Jews and other religious
minorities. He authored the
“Lautenberg Amendment” that estab-
lished special procedures for han-
dling refugee applications from Jews
and Evangelical Christians of the for-
mer Soviet Union as well as southeast
Asians who had suffered historical
discrimination and persecution..

The Delaware Valley is home to
more than 30,000 Russians and 50,000

southeast Asians, many of whom
were able to emigrate to the U.S.
because of the Lautenberg
Amendment. A good number of the
children of the refugees have now
established themselves as profession-
als, including becoming members of
the Philadelphia Bar.

“Paying tribute to Sen. Lautenberg
is a special honor for our organiza-
tion,” said Judith Bernstein-Baker,
executive director of HIAS and
Council. “Refugees and immigrants
who were able to begin new lives in
the U.S. because of the Lautenberg

Amendment contribute economically,
socially and culturally to our region.”

HIAS and Council Migration
Service is a constituent agency of the
Jewish Federation of Greater Phila-
delphia, which provides legal services
and immigration counseling to immi-
grants from more than 60 nations. In
the past two years, the organization
has fielded more than 25,000 tele-
phone calls, represented more than
300 individuals in U.S. Immigration
Court or other INS proceedings and
provided citizenship application
assistance to more than 800 people.

HIAS and Council to Honor Lautenberg at April 17 Fund-Raiser

4/02 PBR pages  4/1/02  2:06 PM  Page 7



8 APRIL 2002 / BAR REPORTER

The Pennsylvania Bar Institute will
hold a training workshop for volun-
teers of the Support Center for Child
Advocates on Tuesday, April 23. Six
continuing legal education credits are
available for this workshop.

The Support Center for Child
Advocates provides legal assistance and
social service advocacy to abused and
neglected children in Philadelphia
County. Child Advocates is one of the
most successful volunteer models serv-
ing children in the country.

Each pro bono attorney is teamed
with a staff social worker and assigned
one child or sibling group.  The child
advocate conducts home visits, partici-
pates in service planning meetings and
court hearings.  All volunteers must
attend this full-day training program,
which includes presentations on the
Juvenile Act, the Child Protective
Service Law, the role of a child advo-
cate in a criminal case, representing

parents in dependency proceedings,
service planning, and the dynamics of
child abuse.  A training manual “How
to Handle A Child Abuse Case” with
the latest Juvenile Act amendments and
Family Court rules, is provided to
attendees.  This course also provides
certification for eligibility to receive
court-appointed dependency cases.

The program runs from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. The cost is as follows: child
advocate volunteers, $125; Bar Associa-
tion members, $135; Bar members
admitted after Jan. 1, 1997, $150; judges
and judicial law clerks, $68; judges and
judicial law clerks admitted after Jan. 1,
1997, $58; and $25 for non-lawyers and
volunteer lawyers who audit.

The program will be held at the
Philadelphia Bar Education Center at
the Wanamaker Building. 

For registration questions, call (800)
932-4637. For questions about child
advocacy, call (215) 925-1913.

Child Advocate Training Set for April 23 23 New CASAs Sworn In

Dependency Court Administrative Judge Nicholas M. D’Alessandro, Family Court
Administrative Judge Myrna P. Field, CASA executive director Barbara Fruchter and
Dependency Court Judge Paul P. Panepinto gather before the Feb. 28 graduation cer -
emony for new Court Appointed Special Advocates. Twenty-three CASAs took their
oath of office and are now eligible to be appointed to cases of children in court
because of abuse, abandonment or serious physical neglect.

New Court Takes Aim at Quality-of-Life Cases
Philadelphia Community

Court — a program that blends
criminal justice and social
service agencies in a response
to quality-of-life crimes — has
opened for business.

“I have been an advocate
for a Community Court ever
since I visited the Midtown
Community Court in
Manhattan in 1995” said
District Attorney Lynne
Abraham. “Philadelphia’s
Community Court will take
carefully selected quality-of-
life offenses and summary
cases and treat them with
resources that will address
offender addiction and other
social problems. In addition
to making these offenders
accountable for the conse-
quences of their illegal con-
duct, they will also be
required to do community
service and, by doing so,
make it less likely that they
may re-offend.”

The Philadelphia Police
Department has placed a very
high priority on reducing
quality-of-life crimes in
Philadelphia,” said acting
interim Police Commissioner
Sylvester M. Johnson. “The
Department strongly supports
this effort because now the
officers on the street will
know that we have a court
dedicated to following
through and addressing the
challenges posed by repeat
offenders.”

Within a geographic
boundary that includes
Center City, University City
and sections of North and
South Philadelphia, the
Community Court has juris-
diction over quality-of-life
offenses including theft from
auto, retail theft, drug posses-
sion, vandalism, panhandling
and prostitution.

Instead of scheduling cases
weeks after the offenses are
committed, defendants have
expedited hearings at
Community Court, usually
within 36 hours of arrest. At
the same time, on-site social
workers and medical person-
nel provide direct connections
to needed social or medical
services to address the under-
lying causes of the criminal
behavior. Treatment pro-
grams, either mandated by
the court or entered voluntar-
ily by the offender, include,
for example, drug treatment,
health care, education or job
training.

Sentences emphasize
community service and resti-
tution to the community for
the harm done by the offense.

Initially, most community-
service assignments will be
with the sidewalk cleaning,
landscape maintenance and
graffiti removal programs of
the Center City District and
the University City District,
both of which will donate
management, supervision,

uniforms and equipment.
Under the aegis of Phila-

delphia Municipal Court, the
Philadelphia Community
Court, located at 1401 Arch
St., began operations on Feb.
25 with Judge Wendy Pew
presiding. William Babcock,
Community Court coordina-
tor and an employee of the
Center City District, is in
charge of coordinating the
diverse organizations that are
located within the Court.
Babcock estimates that about
30 cases a day will be heard at

the new court.
Community courts now

operate in 18 locations,
including Atlanta, Los Ang-
eles, Indianapolis and New
York. The Midtown (Manhatt-
an) Community Court, the
nation’s first, opened in 1993
and has had a marked posi-
tive effect on reducing crime. 

Neighborhood prostitution
dropped significantly in the
court’s first two years, and
illegal vending has been dra-
matically curtailed. In
Hartford, Conn., where a com-

munity court opened in 1998,
there has been a marked
increase in successful enforce-
ment of laws against quality-
of-life crime. Summons and
arrests for excessive noise vio-
lations rose from zero in 1998
to 604 in 2000; summons and
arrests for public drinking
went from 20 in 1998 to 665
in 2000.

The Community Court
jurisdiction includes the 3rd,
6th, 9th, 17th and 23rd Police
Districts and parts of the 16th
and 18th Districts.

City officials take part in the ceremonial ribbon-cutting of the new Community Court. The court, at 1401 Arch
Street, is expected to handle about 30 cases a day.
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ry of Philadelphia, and the
United States, McCullough
argued that there is “no such
thing as a self-made man or a
self-made woman.” Each per-
son has been shaped and
formed by those who came
before. He further pointed out
that everyone lives in their
own “modern times,” their
own present. No one ever
lives in the past.

Those who came before us
“were different from us,” he
said. “They lived in a different
time and a different culture.
They lived lives of hardship
we could never imagine. They
faced hard work, fears we
don’t even think about.” By
example, he said that in the
18th century “one could very

easily expect to lose half of
one’s family in 20 years.”

McCullough spoke of the
courage of our founders and
the people at the time of the
revolution. “There was an
extraordinary flowering of
real civilization” here in
Philadelphia, he said. Though
there was no great architec-
ture, no great painting or
great theatre, “something
magic happened.” He went on
to describe the landing of
32,000 British soldiers on
Staten Island in the same
week the Declaration of
Independence was signed.
That was more people than
lived in the largest city —
Philadelphia — in the colonies,
and they were only a day and
a half or two days from
Philadelphia.

Abigail Adams later would

write, “I wonder if future gen-
erations will know what we
have suffered on their behalf.”  

Still, he acknowledged that
it “hasn’t all been easy, hasn’t
all been perfect. People have
been ground down through
no fault of their own.” There
were uncertainties and dark
times during the birth of our
nation. And “we have been
through far darker,” he said.
But we came out on the other
side as “the most powerful,
wealthiest, best educated and
freest nation in history.” Uni-
versal education he said, was
largely responsible for the
nation’s growth and prosperi-
ty. He said that Massachusetts’
literacy rate was higher in the
1780s than it is today.

McCullough is an historian
who has spent many months
in Philadelphia researching

his current best-selling biog-
raphy “John Adams.” He won
the Pulitzer Prize for his biog-
raphy “Truman.” He has twice
won the National Book Award
and the Francis Parkman
Prize. He is the recipient of 31

honorary degrees. He also
narrates presidential biogra-
phies on PBS.

Bruce H. Bikin, a partner with
M o n t g o m e r y, McCracken, Walker &
Rhoads, LLP, is editor-in-chief of the
Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

MCCULLOUGH
continued from page 1

B o a rd of Governors member Richard F. Furia watches as David
McCullough autographs a copy of his book “John Adams” before the
Commemorative Dinner on March 12.

U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania James T. Giles.

It was a night filled with tributes to
former Chancellors, including several
who spearheaded the commemoration
of the anniversary. Former Chancellor
Robert C. Heim, chair of the Century 3
Commemorative Dinner, called the
meeting to order, and guests were
treated to the Valley Forge Military
Academy’s “Trooping of the Colors” fol-
lowed by singer Lauren Hart’s perfor-
mance of the national anthem.

Abraham C. Reich, also a former
Chancellor and the chair of the Century
3 Committee, remarked on the 200th
anniversary of the oldest chartered
metropolitan bar association in the
nation. Reich quoted a recent Philadel-
phia Inquirereditorial praising the bar,
and noted that Philadelphia lawyers
signed the Declaration of Independence
and the revised city charter, marched
for civil rights, served presidents,
presided in City Hall as mayors and
members of city council and “broke
barriers and achieved milestones on
the basis of gender, race and ethnic
backgrounds.” Reich noted, “Our
accomplishments and achievements are
a matter of public record. They stand
for all to see. Unquestionably, they
have helped to improve the lives of our
fellow citizens.”

Reich also acknowledged former
Chancellor Clifford E. Haines, who
coordinated the American Bar
Association’s Midyear Meeting in
Philadelphia in February.

Reich thanked the sponsors of the
event: American Lawyer Media; Indep-
endence Blue Cross; PNC Financial
Services Group; USI Colburn Insurance
Service; Pennsylvania Bar Association,
Blank Rome Comisky & McCauley LLP;
Dechert; Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP;

Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien & Frankel, LLP;
Klehr, Harrison, Harvey, Branzburg &
Ellers, LLP; Kolsby, Gordon, Robin,
Shore & Bezar; Marshall, Dennehey,
Warner, Coleman & Goggin;  Morgan,
Lewis & Bockius LLP; Post & Schell PC;
Saul Ewing LLP; Wolf, Block, Schorr and
Solis-Cohen LLP; and the Allegheny
County Bar Association.

Current Chancellor Allan H. Gordon
acknowledged the former Chancellors
in attendance and said, “All the
Chancellors who have served, from
William Rawle onward, and every bar
leader — and indeed every bar member
— stands here with me as well.
Everyone has contributed to our histo-
ry. Everyone has made a difference.”

Gordon honored Immediate-Past
Chancellor Carl S. Primavera who he
said provided “a steady, calm and
uniquely human approach to the job,
empowering others, never calling
undue attention to himself and gra-
ciously sharing all of the glory of the
job of Chancellor while quietly shoul-
dering the burdens of leadership with
diligence and tact.” Gordon explained
that because of Sept. 11, it was not easy
being Chancellor in 2001 but Primavera
“set an example worthy of emulation.”   

In an annual Philadelphia lawyer
tradition, Gordon presented Primavera
with a replica of the gold box given to
Andrew Hamilton, a gift given only to
former Chancellors, which is inscribed,
“Acquired not by money, but by char-
acter.” Primavera thanked all who made
it possible for him to serve, with a spe-
cial thanks to his wife, Christina, and
son, Andrew.

Before McCullough’s remarks, many
of the Association’s former leaders were
honored in a brief video that depicted
the legends of the Bar with music and
photographs from their eras.

Molly Pe ckman, an associate at Montgomery,
M c C r a cken, Walker & Rhoads, LLP, is an associate editor
of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

OCCASION
continued from page 1Mass Marks Bicentennial

Chancellor Allan H. Gordon (top photo, from left)poses with Gerard J. St. John and
Century 3 Committee Chair Abraham C. Reich before the Red Mass held March 12 in
honor of the Association’s 200th anniversar y. Vice Chancellor Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua
(bottom photo) performs a reading during the Mass, held at the Cathedral Basilica of
Saints Peter and Paul.
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C o m m e m o r a t i ve Dinner Highlights

C e n t u ry 3 Commemorative Dinner Chair Robert C.
Heim calls the dinner to order.

The Valley Forge Military Academy and College present the trooping of the colors at the start of the dinner as members
of the head table look on.

Chancellor Allan H. Gordon (right) and his wife, Sharon, meet with keynote speaker David McCullough.

Former Chancellor William R. Klaus (left) and U.S. District Court Chief Judge James T. Giles with Giles’
wife, Carol.

Chancellor-Elect Audrey C. Talley poses with Barbara Berger Opotowsky, executive
director of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York.

Cheryl L. Gaston (left) of the Board of Governors poses with David McCullough
and Board Secretary Sayde J. Ladov.
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Past, cur rent and future chancellors posed together for a
photo before the March 12 Commemorative Dinner.
P i c t u red from left in the bottom row are Robert L.
Tre s c h e r, Hon. Thomas N. O’Neill Jr., William R. Klaus,
Carl S. Primavera, current Chancellor Allan H. Gor d o n ,
D o reen S. Davis, Harold Cramer and Robert M. Landis.
Middle row, from left, Chancellor-Elect Audrey C. Talley ,
R o b e rt C. Heim, Edward F. Chacker, Mark A. Ar o n c h i c k ,
C l i ff o rd E. Haines, Deborah R. Willig, Andre L. Dennis,
Abraham C. Reich, Francis P. Devine III, Lawrence J.
Beaser and Vice Chancellor Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua. Top
row, from left, Arthur G. Raynes, Peter Hearn, Laurance E.
Baccini, Seymour Kurland, David H. Marion, Robert C.
Daniels, Joseph H. Foster and Hon. Arlin M. Adams.
Former living Chancellors not pictured are David Berger ,
Jerome E. Bogutz, Marvin Comisky, Paul Carpenter Dewey ,
Howard Gittis, Hon. Leon Katz, Donald C. Marino, Bennett
G. Picker and Lewis H. Van Dusen Jr. 

From left, Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Russell M. Nigro meets with Brian Guthrie, Vice
Chancellor Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua and Andrew A. Chirls before the Commemorative Dinner.

F o rmer Chancellor and Century 3 Committee Chair Abraham C. Reich (left) sits with
keynote speaker David McCullough at the dinner.

Board of Governors member Robert W. Meek stands with Sunah Park (center), immediate-
past president of the Asian American Bar Association of the Delaware Valley, and Suzanne
Young of the AABADV.

From left, Lynn A. Marks, executive director of Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts, for -
mer Chancellor Deborah R. Willig, Superior Court Judge Phyllis W. Beck and Women’ s
Law Project executive director Carol E. Tracy gather before the dinner.
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by Heather J. Holloway

For the past three years,
the Women’s Rights
Committee has worked with
the YWCA of Philadelphia
and the Population Resource
Center to present an annual
program on various topics
that are of substantial import
to women within this country
and abroad. On March 21, the
three organizations once
again joined forces to pro-
mote “Women in the 21st
Century: Our Past, Our
Future.” The program focused
on the social and economic
progress of women and fea-
tured presentations by
Victoria Velkoff of the U.S.
Bureau of the Census and
Karen Johnson of the National
Organization of Women.

Although it may appear
that women now enjoy a level
of equality when compared to
men, the presentations of
Velkoff and Johnson revealed
the myth behind this percep-
tion. For example, although
statistics demonstrate that the
life expectancy rate of women
is generally higher than that
of men, Velkoff identified an
increasing number of nations
in which the life expectancy
of women is dramatically
lower than that of men, a def-
inite sign that the conditions
within those nations are poor,
as a whole. Such poor condi-

tions are also beginning to
effect women within the
United States, where vast
resources tend to lure women
into a false sense of social and
economic security. The life
expectancy of some large
groups of women within the
United States is fast approach-
ing that of men. As a result,
since 1955, the death rate of
women has risen, causing
some identifiable groups of
women to die at a rate almost
equal to that of men.

Johnson identified five
concrete focus areas that must
be addressed in order for
women to enjoy a higher
level of equality. These areas
are wage-earning equality;
economic autonomy; health
and well being; reproductive
rights; and increased political
participation. 

Despite positive statistics
indicating that the level of
education received by women
in this country has consistent-
ly remained competitive with
that of men, the numbers
provided by both presenters
indicate that women still earn
less for performing the same
tasks as men. Perhaps this is
the reason that more women
today are starting their own
businesses than ever before.
Despite the rising number of
female entrepreneurs, howev-
er, women do not enjoy a
high level of economic auton-

omy, due to factors such as
the high cost of health care, a
factor that is not equally
applicable to men. Citing a
direct relationship between
health care insurance and
“health and well being,”
Johnson noted that women
continue to suffer from
inequalities in health insur-
ance coverage. For instance,
many health insurance
providers fail to cover routine
procedures, such as early
mammography testing, that
are primarily and directly
related to women’s health
issues. Further, as many
women continue to fight to
maintain their right to choice
on reproductive issues, they
remain limited by the
inequalities in health insur-
ance coverage, such as the

failure of many insurers to
provide any or adequate cov-
erage for contraceptive
devices.

How do we begin to
change the circumstances that
prohibit women from enjoy-
ing more economic and social
progress and stability?
Quoting from Frederick
Douglas, Johnson noted that
“power concedes nothing
without demand.” The issues
of concern to women will
only be addressed once we
have qualified candidates
who share our concerns with-
in the political arena. As
members of the panel and the
audience identified an appar-
ently high level of apathy
among eligible voters within
the local community, it was
agreed that the goals shared

by most women will only be
reached when we work
together to promote real cam-
paign finance reform. This will
make it more feasible for
more qualified candidates to
enter political contests with-
out unreasonable financial
burdens. Active political par-
ticipation by political leaders
and their constituents will
also help these goals be met. 

Heather J. Holloway is an associate at
Rawle & Henderson LLP and is co-chair of
the Women’s Rights Committee.

12 APRIL 2002 / BAR REPORTER

The Homeless Advocacy Project will
hold its Annual April Benefit on Thurs-
day, April 25 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. in the
Conservatory at the Park Hyatt Phila-
delphia at the Bellevue, Broad and
Walnut streets.

The benefit, marking its 14th year, is
presented by PECO Energy along with
the Verizon Foundation and Philadel-
phia Suburban Water. Proceeds from
the event will benefit the Philadelphia
Bar Association’s Homeless Advocacy
Project. HAP is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides free legal services to
homeless individuals, families and
nonprofit community groups develop-
ing affordable housing and other ser-
vices for the homeless in Philadelphia.

Since December 1990, more than
300 volunteer attorneys, legal assistants

and law students have donated their
time and resources to this important
project. HAP volunteers have helped
more than 6,900 clients and more than
144 community groups. Through HAP,
volunteers have donated legal services

worth more than $9.3 million.
The evening will feature compli-

mentary hors d’oeuvres, wine, beer
and live jazz. An extensive silent auc-
tion will be held with a wide variety of
items including sports memorabilia,

dinners at the best Philadelphia restau-
rants, original artwork, antiques, col-
lectibles and much more. Tickets are
$40 each. For sponsorship information,
call Marnie Boccella at the Homeless
Advocacy Project at (215) 523-9588.

HAP Benefit
Set for April 25

Homeless Advocacy Project Annual Benefit sponsors recently gathered to discuss the April 25 event. Pictured (from left) are Timothy D. Lloyd
of Philadelphia Suburban Water Co.; Jim Reed of Verizon Pennsylvania Inc.; Marnie Boccella of the Homeless Advocacy Project; Brian Crowe
of PECO Energy; and HAP President Jack L. Foltz.

Women’s Rights Committee

Future of Women Examined at Fo r u m

Women’s Rights Committee Co-Chair Romona Washington (from left) is joined by panelists Victoria Velkoff,
Jane DeLung, Karen Johnson and Committee Co-Chair Heather J. Holloway at the March 21 discussion.

For more information
• To learn more about the

Women’s Righs Committee,

contact committee co-chairs

Heather J. Holloway at (215)

575-4264 or Romona

Washington at (215) 790-9006.
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by Cathy Omerod

A distinguished group of women
panelists discussed the complexities
and challenges facing Pennsylvania
Family Courts at a March 21 forum,
“Continuing Changes in Pursuit of
Justice for Women,” hosted by Womens
Way 25.

The forum, part of Womens Way’s
25th Anniversary “Celebration of
Change,” was “the first forum of its
kind I’ve ever known,” said Carol Tracy,
executive director of the Women’s Law
Project.

Co-moderated by Womens Way 25
Chair Lynn Yeakel and Lynn A. Marks,
executive director of Pennsylvanians
for Modern Courts, the program was
designed for both the moderators and
the audience to address the panel.
Panelists included Judge Ernestine S.
Gray, president of the National Council
of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
and chief judge of the Orleans Parish
Juvenile Court in New Orleans; Judge
Esther R. Sylvester, Philadelphia Court
of Common Pleas; Joni Berner, Berner
& Klaw; Stella Tsai, chair of Admin-
istrative Law at the Philadelphia Law
Department; and Naomi M. Post, presi-
dent and chief executive officer,
Philadelphia Safe and Sound.  

In the program’s introduction,
Frank Cervone, executive director of
the Support Center for Child
Advocates, reminded all to “think of
the faces,” while considering the plight
of a system that is “long on hope and
short on resources.” This message
reverberated throughout the discus-
sion, as the audience of 250 lawyers,
social workers, advocates and con-
cerned adults, including Family Court
clients, shared the stories behind the
faces and panelists attempted to find a
path that would lead resources to their
hopes.

Aside from the lack of resources in
Family Court, other criticisms included
poor information systems, judges and
lawyers who are overworked and
underpaid, parents and advocates who
are uninformed and uneducated on

the Family Court system, and misdi-
rected funding that focuses on correc-
tion instead of intervention. Currently,
just 2 percent of $3.8 billion allocated
for children’s services goes to interven-
tion.

The two judges on the panel, while
acknowledging the harsh realities of
family courts, did cite some positive
changes that have taken place. Judge
Gray noted that the passage of the
Adoption and Safe Families Act has
been an important step in setting
meaningful time limits for child wel-
fare decisions. The federal law, passed
in 1997, established unequivocally that
our national goals for children in the
welfare system are safety, permanency,
and well-being. Judge Sylvester, who,
until recently, served as administrative
judge of the Philadelphia Family Court,
added that Philadelphia is fortunate to
be the only county in Pennsylvania
with a comprehensive Family Court
system that includes adoptions.

Following an audience question-
and-answer session, each of the pan-
elists was asked to name one aspect of
Family Court she would change.
Though she didn’t name just one
thing, Post summed up changes need-
ed when she said, “children need car-
ing adults and safe environments, and
Family Court needs judges who care
about kids and want to be there.” This
is the first and most basic step that
needs to be taken to help women and
children in the system, whose issues
are always, as Yeakel put it, “inextrica-
bly linked.”

Because Womens Way is not just
seeking change but also celebrating
change, the evening ended on a posi-
tive note when Womens Way board
President Wendy Rose presented
Deborah R. Willig, the first woman
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar

Association, with its March “Agent of
Change Award.”

Rose praised Willig for being
“courageously ahead of her time” in
enhancing respect for women lawyers
and advancing issues important to all
women.

In accepting the award, Willig
thanked the “thoughtful and revolu-
tionary” women of Womens Way and
said the “recognition by her colleagues
and the women’s community at large
is an exceptional honor.”

“When I was elected as the first
woman Chancellor — I felt that the real
relevance in being the first is that there
would be a second, a third, a fourth —
until the election of a woman was sim-
ply routine and attracted no ‘symbolic’
special attention,” Willig said.

“For the historic significance in
being the first is measured, not by the
hope that it will hasten true parity, but
by the fact of achieving parity.
Individually, it is important to take the
first step. But for society as a whole the
critical distinction is to complete the
journey.  I am pleased that Doreen
Davis was the second female
Chancellor and thrilled that in 2003,
Audrey Talley will become the first
African-American woman to serve as
the leader of the Association,” she said.

“The growth of Women’s Way and
its collaborative approach to fund-
raising has enabled its grantee organi-
zations to keep fighting for our mutual
ideals and causes, to allow each of the
constituent organizations the ability to
maintain their autonomy while simul-
taneously dealing with such wide-
ranging issues as reproductive free-
dom, equal access to health care, gen-
der discrimination, domestic violence,
and problems confronting women in
the court system in general and Family
Court in particular,” Willig said.

BAR REPORTER / APRIL 2002 13

I N  B R I E F
Mediation in Practice

Arline Jolles Lotman will lead a discus-
sion on the use of mediation as a practice
tool at the Thursday, April 18 meeting of

the Women in the Pro-
fession Committee.

Other presenters at
the program include
Judith Myers, Harris
Bock and Edward
Pereles. The meeting
begins at noon and

will be held in the 10th
floor Board Room of Bar Association
headquarters, 1101 Market St. All members
of the Bar are invited to attend. Lunch will
be available for $7 for those members who
have reserved a place in advance.

Minority Bench Viewpoints
The Minorities in the Profession

Committee will hold a presentation
“Viewpoints From the Bench” on Tuesday,
April 30, with a number of prominent
judges on the panel.

Panelists include U.S. Appellate Court
Judge Theodore A. McKee, U.S. District
Court Chief Judge James T. Giles, U.S.
District Court Judge Eduardo C. Robreno,
Philadelphia Common Pleas Court
President Judge Frederica A. Massiah-
Jackson, Judge Nitza I. Quinones Alejandro
and Judge Ida K. Chen.

The presentation will be held from 4 to
5:30 p.m. in the 11th floor Conference
Center of Bar Association headquarters,
1101 Market St. All members of the Bar are
invited to attend.

HAP CLE Program
The Homeless Advocacy Project will

present a CLE program, “An Overview of
Current Welfare Programs” on Wednesday,
April 10, from noon to 2 p.m.

This course is worth 2 CLE credits and
will be presented by John Whitelaw, an
attorney in the Public Benefits Unit at
Community Legal Services.

The program will be held at the offices
of ATOFINA Chemicals, 2000 Market St.,
25th floor. The program is free to current
HAP volunteers and all who would like to
volunteer for HAP. The cost for all others is
$45. Contact HAP staff attorney Sue
Wasserkrug at (215) 523-9588 for more
information.

Save the Date for These Upcoming Events
Several notable events are coming

up, so make sure to leave room on
your calendar. Among the events:

• The Federal Bench-Bar
Conference will be held Friday, June
14 at Ashbourne Country Club, Oak
Lane and Ashbourne Road in Chelten-
ham, Pa. The conference begins at 8
a.m. and includes a continental break-
fast, reception and luncheon. 

• The 14th Annual Philadelphia

Bar Foundation Golf Classic will be
held Monday, June 24 at Saucon Valley
Country Club in Bethlehem, Pa. 

• The Annual YLD/USI Colburn
Golf Outing will be held Monday, July
22 at the Philadelphia Cricket Club in
Flourtown, Pa.

Look for more information on
upcoming Association events on the
Bar’s Web site, www.philadelphi-
abar.org .

Womens Way Forum Examines
Family Courts, Honors Willig

Lotman

Panelists (from left) Judge Ernestine Gray, Stella Tsai, Naomi Post, Joni Berner and Judge
Esther R. Sylvester discuss the Family Court system at the March 21 Womens Way forum.
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Center City Quality Near the Art Museum
ASPEN
25th & Aspen
(215) 232-7736

by Skinny D. Bockol

Patrons, mostly Art Museum neigh-
borhood people, all enter through the
side ladies’ entrance. A small sign on
the front portal of this glass-doored
tappy tells you where to go, with a
succinct arrow pointing east on Aspen.

As you enter, it’s impossible not to
notice a high, patterned tin ceiling
above, a mellow vintage 1930s
mahogany bar to one’s right, and a
small round table surrounded by
wooden long-legged barstools imme-
diately adjacent to one’s left elbow.
Take 12 steps forward. A framed door
leads to a “back room” off to the right.
Ten tables exist there covered with
neatly ironed white cloths. Paintings of
food and “animal kingdoms” in pastel
frames abound, making the atmos-
phere artistically bumptious and orchi-
daceous.

What’s incredible is that this estab-
lishment, from the end of Prohibition
up until about 18 months ago, was a
“nuisance bar.” Then it was bought by
its present chef-owner, Robert Patton,
who closed it, erased 70 years of sorry,
sordid smells, and pampered it with
renovations into culinary contention.

Patton had been cooking on all

burners after graduation from the
Restaurant School a decade ago.  He
sautéed through stints at Center City’s
Ritz-Carlton, Thomas’ and Jake’s in
Manayunk and Dock Street on the
Parkway. He retains a down-to-earth
stick-to-your ribs heartiness in all that
he brings to the table.

Start here with peasant salad of
sausage, frisée, potato and goat cheese
($7) or almond crusted calamari with
spicy remoulade ($7). The former is
smoky, blackened garlic sausage cut
into slices the size of the face of a div-
ing watch. They rest upon mounds of
fresh spring greens.  The potatoes,
interspersed, mimic the bristling
ground pork pieces in circularity and
complexion.  The goat cheese provides
an antidote to your tongue’s newly
oiled slickness.

Stuff a morsel or two of each ingre-

dient between cheeks. Your jaws undu-
late unnervingly as the redolence of
the mash swerves upwards through
your nasal passages. Your eyes mist
and both eyebrows curl toward each
other as you swallow. Thereafter, if you
place the finished peasant salad platter
to your ear as you exhale, you can hear
the serf.

The aforementioned calamari appe-
tizer is a battered nutty concoction that
requires some dainty but delightfully
dauntless chewing. Rings of spumes-
cent, glistening squid are coated to an
auriferous breaded afterglow, with
miniscule chips of embedded almonds
giving a lambent taste to the mixture.

The toothsome ovals dissolve in a
delectable frenzy. Fried calamari, à la
Patton, is elevated at Aspen’s peaks, to
a new level of bar-food ingenuity. Add
a burst of joy by dipping forkfuls of
the stuff into the remoulade, which is
as creamily caustic as an agnostic’s
sworn testimony. Your palate is coated
with jolts of fireworks and cooled by
gastric juices until your mind is meld-
ed into molten reverie.

There are specific entrées, too,
never to miss. And certainly if “fish
specials” are being offered.  For
instance, Portuguese-style pan roasted
codfish, chorizo sausage, plum toma-
toes and roasted garlic ($16) would
have kept Magellan in Lisbon. The cod
is a silken steaming sable.  Slippery,

soft, wide layers of pearlized opaque
flakes dissolve like cotton candy at the
touch of your lips. Whole garlic cloves
cling to tomato bits while chorizo
chunks chasten the mix.

Likewise, six sea scallops with
lemon grass vegetable medley over
thin spaghetti in Thai coconut sauce
($17) is scrumptious despite its less-
than-laconic description. As you
process the various ingredients, the
deglutition caresses not only your
inner mouth, but radiates to your facial
muscles. The aftertaste lowers to cause
tingles and warm energy in your
shoulders and neck. 
The scallops are ponderous pantheons
on the plate, quivering at the touch of
a knife.  Each must be quartered to be
mouthsize. A soupspoon and fork are
needed to twirl frisky linguini soaked
to silliness in coconut oils and pungent
lemongrass. If this were on the menu
at the Highlands of Thai-land, Jim
Thompson would never have disap-
peared into the aboriginal woods.

Aspen’s manager is Tim Watts, also
a Restaurant School grad. He’s a lawyer,
so expect expert, attentive and know-
ing care. He exerts as much effort on
you as he would a juror. 

Parking is always a problem. So
head for the inexpensive lot at 22nd
and Spring Garden.

VITAM REGIT FORTUNA NON
SAPIENTIA

F E A S T S  T O  F A M I N E
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by James LaRosa and Gary Mintz

How much can fudging on your
resume cost you? Just ask George
O’Leary. It cost him millions of dollars
and probably his career as a college
football coach. Because of resume
embellishments, O’Leary was forced to
resign just five days after he accepted
one of college football’s most presti-
gious and sought-after jobs, head
coach at Notre Dame. Having resigned
his prior position at Georgia Tech, he
was out of a job. He has since been
hired as an assistant coach with the
NFL’s Minnesota Vikings. The embell-
ishments in his biography arguably
had no bearing on his ability to coach
football (it incorrectly stated that he
had earned a Master’s Degree and
exaggerated his own playing experi-
ence as a college football player over
20 years ago).

Although this may be an extreme
example of the cost of fudging on a
resume, hopefully it will help to drive
home the point that the risk of making
misrepresentations on your resume
may not be worth the potential bene-
fits.

How often candidates for a new job
misrepresent, distort or outright lie on
their resume is hard to quantify
because it is likely that the majority of
embellishments are never discovered. If
discovered, however, the embellish-
ments can cost the candidate the new
job they sought, or if discovered after
the candidate has resigned from his or
her prior job, it may leave the candi-
date unemployed like George O’Leary.

In this highly competitive job mar-

ket, attorneys, like many others, are
trying to find every advantage they can
to catch a potential employer’s atten-
tion. This can lead to stretching the
truth on their resume in order to get
noticed. The types of resume misrepre-
sentations range from exaggerating
extracurricular activities to misrepre-
senting where candidates are licensed
to practice law.

There are a number of items on an
attorney’s resume that can be embell-
ished that are not likely to be chal-
lenged, at first glance, when the
resume is reviewed along with many
others in an effort to decide to whom
to grant an interview. As the candidate
gets further through the screening
process, however, the details of the
resume are likely to face greater scruti-
ny. Often, it is not until just before an
offer is made, or sometimes even after
an offer has been made, that the
potential employer discovers the
embellishment.

Common misrepresentations found
on attorney resumes include: class
rank; participation on Law Review,
Moot Court or other law school activi-
ties; dates of employment with former
employers (often erasing difficult-to-
explain employment gaps); and omit-
ting former employers for whom they
worked for a short time, or were termi-
nated, so they don’t appear to be job-
hoppers (this is another place where
candidates may alter employment
dates with other employers so there is
no gap.)

There are times when candidates
commit extreme fraud by representing
that they are law school graduates or

licensed to practice law when they are
not. This level of resume fraud is rare,
but does happen and employers
should be most diligent about these
issues with candidates who are new to
the area and have no local history or
connections.

In this region it is not uncommon
to see candidates misrepresent their
license to practice in other states. For
example, candidates may represent
that they are licensed in New Jersey,
Delaware or New York when their
license is inactive, or they merely
intend to sit for the Bar Exam in that
state.

Probably the most common misrep-
resentations on attorney resumes relate
to the exaggeration of prior experience.
For example, candidates may exagger-
ate how much trial or trial prep experi-
ence they may have — leading the
reader to believe that they have signifi-
cant trial, arbitration, deposition or
witness preparation experience when
they do not. On the transactional side,
candidates may misrepresent the size
of the deals that they have worked, or
the degree of autonomy they may have
had in completing deals.

If a candidate is able to bluff his or
her way through the interview process,
it is still likely that their true experi-
ence level will be discovered. While
checking references, potential employ-
ers are likely to question references as
to the depth of the candidate’s experi-
ence, often reading directly from the
resume, and asking the reference to
confirm the amount of that experience,
including the candidate’s level of com-
petence at those tasks. 

Even if a candidate feels secure that
the references they provided will sub-
stantiate their experience, the candi-
date needs to be aware that many
employers will go beyond the refer-
ences provided. Many employers will
disregard the references given to them
by a candidate and turn to their own
network within the legal community.
This network often includes attorneys
at the firm the candidate is currently
working, or has worked in the past. It
is through this due diligence that they
will seek to confirm that the candidate
has the experience they have repre-
sented on their resume and in their
interview.

Finally, even if a candidate makes it
past the interview and reference
process, they will still need to prove
themselves once they start their new
position. Most firms have very little
patience if they find their new hire is
in over their head on assignments in
which, according to their resume, they
have extensive experience.

Resume embellishment may seem
like an easy and harmless way to help
you get a new and better job. In many
instances resume embellishments are
never discovered. If they are discov-
ered, however, at best they will result
in embarrassment, at worst they will
result in unemployment. 

Is it worth the risk? 

James LaRosa, Esq., and Gary Mintz, Esq., are recruiters
with Juri S t a f f, Inc., the exclusively endorsed legal staffing
agency of the Philadelphia Bar Association. LaRosa can
be reached at (215) 751 - 9100, extension 302 or by e-mail
at jlarosa @ j u ri s t a f f.com; Mintz can be reached at (215 )
751 - 9100, extension 315 or by e-mail at
g m i n t z @ j u ri s t a f f. c o m .

Career Planning and Placement
from

Career counseling and résumé review services
by appointment,

Mondays from 9 to 11 a.m. and Fridays from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
at Bar Headquarters. For an appointment, call Cindy Towers at 

(215) 751-9100, extension 301

Learn more at
www.juristaff.com or www.philadelphiabar.org

or call JuriStaff at (215) 751-9100, ext. 301.

JuriStaff, the only legal staffing agency endorsed by the Philadelphia Bar
Association, provides temporary, temporary-to-permanent and direct-hire

placements of attorneys, paralegals and support staff.

Career Corner

Resume Embellishments: Worth the Risk?

list•serve \noun\ An automatic electronic
mailing list, allowing users to participate
in discussions.

join \verb\ To become a member of a group.

Join your Section’s
List Serve to stay in touch and keep
up to date on the latest Bar events.

Visit www. p h i l a d e l p h i a b a r. o r g
for more information.
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Lynne Abraham , district attorney for
the City of Philadelphia, was honored
by the Girl Scouts of Southeastern
Pennsylvania on March 18 at the
group’s Take the Lead Award program.
Abraham was given a lifetime achieve-
ment award. Charisse R. Lillie , a
partner with Ballard Spahr Andrews &
Ingersoll, LLP and Joyce Wilkerson ,
chief of staff for Philadelphia Mayor
John F. Street, were also honored. 

JoAnne A. Epps ,
professor and asso-
ciate dean of acade-
mic affairs at
Temple University
James E. Beasley
School of Law, has
been named one of
five “Women

Making History” by the Greater
Philadelphia Chapter of the National
Association of Women Business
Owners. The awards are presented
each year to women who have
demonstrated power and influence
through: examples of professional cre-
ativity and innovation, advocacy for
women enabling personal or profes-
sional growth, or strength in overcom-
ing diversity.  

Lisa Carney
Eldridge , a partner
with Fox,
Rothschild, O’Brien
& Frankel, LLP, has
been named one of
the Philadelphia
Business Journal’s
“40 Under 40.” The

list honors 40 of the region’s most
dynamic professionals who are under
40 years of age.

Alan R. Gordon of Pelino & Lentz
spoke at the Joint NACM/CLLA
Legislative Conference of the
Commercial Law League of America in
Arlington, Va.

Eve Biskind
Klothen has been
named director of
pro bono and pub-
lic interest pro-
grams at the
Rutgers University
School of Law at
Camden. Klothen

will design and administer Rutgers-
Camden programs that provide free
legal service to local citizens who oth-
erwise would not receive the support
and counsel that they require.  She will
work with students, faculty, graduates,
and friends of the Rutgers-Camden
law school, as well as community lead-
ers and members of the bench and the

bar, to craft programs that address
unmet legal needs.

Lisa A. Lori, an associate with
Leonard, Tillery & Sciolla, LLP, taught a
CLE seminar on copyright litigation as
part of a “copyright bootcamp” pre-
sented by the Philadelphia Business
Institute on Feb. 27.

Bennett G.
Picker , a partner
at Stradley Ronon
Stevens & Young,
LLP, has been elect-
ed a fellow of the
International
Academy of
Mediators.

Jerome J. Shestack , a partner with
Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen
LLP, has been re-elected as counselor
and member of the Executive Council
of the American Society of
International Law.

Kevin R.
Marciano , an
associate with
Anapol, Schwartz,
Weiss, Cohan,
Feldman and
Smalley, P.C.,
recently spoke at a
Philadelphia Trial

Lawyers Association Seminar, “How to
Try a Soft Tissue Case.” Specifically, he
spoke on the topics of “Case Selection”
and “Medical and Liability Expert
Testimony.”

Judge Robert S. Blasi has been

appointed to the Minor Court Rules
Committee by the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court. The committee exam-
ines and evaluates the rules and stan-
dards regarding the conduct of district
justices and their offices. It also recom-
mends new rules and amendments to
existing rules of civil procedure for
district justices to the Supreme Court. 

Harris J.
Chernow , a senior
attorney with
Buchanan
Ingersoll, has been
selected as a mem-
ber of the Center
for Public
Resources Institute

for Dispute Resolution’s Franchise
Panel of Distinguished Neutrals.

M. Scott Gemberling , a shareholder
with Marshall, Dennehey, Warner,
Coleman & Goggin, served as a course
planner and speaker at the
Pennsylvania Bar Institute’s “Alcohol in

Civil Cases” seminar on March 22 in
Pittsburgh.

Joseph V. Del Raso , a partner with
Pepper Hamilton LLP, testified before
the U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Financial Services about
H.R. 3763, the Corporate and Auditing
Accountability, Responsibility and
Transparency Act of 2002, on March 20.
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Names Are News
“People” highlights news of

members’ awards, honors or
appointments of a civic or com-
munity nature. Information may
be sent to Jeff Lyons, Managing
Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter,
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia,
Pa. 19107-2911. Fax: (215) 238-1267.
E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

Photos are also welcome.

Three Philadelphia attorneys
were honored by Pennsylvania
Legal Services at its 10th Striving
Towards Excellence Awards Dinner
on March 5 in Harrisburg.

Amy E. Hirsch of Community
Legal Services was among those
honored. Former Philadelphia Bar
Association Chancellor Clifford E.
Haines of Litvin, Blumberg Matusow
& Young and David Unkovic of Saul
Ewing LLP were recognized with

Outstanding Leadership Awards.
The Striving Towards Excellence

Awards honor and celebrate the
people who are part of, or con-
tribute their time and talents to,
legal aid programs across the state.
Pennsylvania Legal Services is the
statewide coordinating agency for
the network of legal aid programs
that provides civil legal aid to the
poor and victims of domestic vio-
lence. 

Pa. Legal Services Honors 3 Philadelphia Attorneys

Chancellor Allan H. Gordon is interviewed by CN8’s Carla Showell-Lee during the taping of a Comcast Newsmakers segment. The inter -
view will be shown on the CNN Headline News channel at :25 and :55 after the hour.

Chancellor Takes to the Airwaves
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Pulizter-prize winning journalist
James B. Steele will be the guest speak-
er at Community Legal Services’
Breakfast of Champions on Wednesday,
April 24 at 8 a.m. in the Rose Garden at
the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the
Bellevue.

The event is sponsored by the
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association
and is free, but admission is by invita-
tion only. If interested in attending,
contact Nmuta Jones at Community
Legal Services at (215) 981-3732 or by
e-mail at njones@clsphila.org.

Steele is an editor-at-large for Time
Inc.  He and his colleague, Donald L.
Barlett, comprise one of the most wide-
ly acclaimed reporting teams in
American journalism. The only report-
ing team in history to have received
two Pulitzer Prizes for newspaper
reporting and a National Magazine
Award for magazine work, they
research, analyze and write about com-
plex issues and institutions that pro-

foundly affect American life. 
The Washington Journalism Review has

said of Steele and Barlett, “they are
almost certainly the best team in the
history of investigative reporting.” 

Steele and Barlett are the authors of
six books, including “America: What
Went Wrong?” an expanded version of
their Philadelphia Inquirerarticle pub-

lished in 1992. It was adapted for two
television specials produced by Bill
Moyers. Within weeks of its publica-
tion, “America: What Went Wrong?”
appeared on the best-seller list of The
New York Times, where it remained for
eight months. Today, the book is in its
18th printing.

Steele and Bartlett’s numerous

awards include the 1975 Overseas Press
Club of America Award for Best Daily
Newspaper Interpretation of Foreign
Affairs, and the 1999 Goldsmith Prize
for Investigative Reporting from the
Joan Shorenstein Center on the Press,
Politics and Public Policy at the
Harvard University John F. Kennedy
School of Government.

Public lawyers from across the
nation will meet and share ideas for
successfully managing an office at the
American Bar Association Government
and Public Sector Lawyers Divison’s
Public Law Office Management Conf-
erence on April 12-13 at the Sheraton
Gunter Hotel in San Antonio, Texas.

Take advantage of this rare oppor-
tunity to learn from management
experts and from your colleagues
about how to operate an efficient, cost-
effective and top-notch public law
office. Because the Philadelphia Bar
Association is co-sponsoring this con-
ference, members are entitled to a dis-
counted registration fee.

Highlights of the conference include:
• Technology in the Public Law

Office with Andrew Z. Adkins III,
Director, Legal Technology Institute,
University of Florida, Levin College of
Law; author, Computerized Case Man-
agement Systems: Choosing and Imple-
menting the Right Software for You;

• Ethical Issues that Arise in Office
Management dealing with romantic
relationships within an office or with a
client, drug/alcohol issues, over-
demanding clients, and personality
conflicts;

For further information or for regis-
tration materials, please contact Theona
Salmon at 202-662-1023 or
salmont@staff.abanet.org or visit the
Division’s Web site: www.government-
lawyer.org.
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Public Se c t o r
L aw yers to
Meet in Te x a s

Journalist Steele to Speak at CLS Breakfast
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Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled event
may be subject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Monday, April 1
Public Interest Section Executive Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Family Law Section – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, April 2
Law, Life & Lunch seminar – noon, 11th floor Conference Center.

Wednesday, April 3
Delivery of Legal Services Committee – meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Thursday, April 4
Philadelphia Bar Reporter Editorial Board – meeting, noon, 10th floor Cabinet Room.
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Lunch: $8.50.
Civil Rights Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room.
Environmental Law Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:
$7.

Monday, April 8
Business Law Section Pro Bono Committee – meeting, 4:30 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Tuesday, April 9
Solo and Small Firm Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.
Diversity Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room.
Divorce Equitable Distribution Committee – meeting, 4 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room.

Wednesday, April 10
Criminal Justice Section Executive Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Medical-Legal Committee – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Thursday, April 11
Elder Law Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Legislative Liaison Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:
$7.
Committee on the Legal Rights of Lesbians and Gay Men – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor
Committee Room.
Committee to Promote Fairness – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Monday, April 15
Business Law Section Executive Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, April 16
Board of Governors Cabinet – meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Appellate Courts Committee – meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Commercial Lease Committee – meeting, noon, 11th floor Committee Room.

Wednesday, April 17
Section Chairs Meeting with Chancellor – 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Worker’s Compensation Section Executive Committee – meeting, 10:30 a.m., 11th floor
Committee Room.
Worker’s Compensation Section – meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Federal Courts Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.
Professional Responsibility Committee – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
LegalLine – 5 p.m., 11th floor LRIS offices.

Thursday, April 18
Women in the Profession Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.

Friday, April 19
Social Security and Disability Benefits Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Lunch: $7.
Philadelphia Lawyer magazine Editorial Board – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Committee
Room.

Tuesday, April 23
Criminal Justice Section – meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Compulsory Arbitration Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.

Wednesday, April 24
Women’s Rights Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Thursday, April 25
Lawyer Referral and Information Service Committee – meeting, noon, 11th floor Committee
Room.
State Civil Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.
Board of Governors – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Domestic Violence Committee – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Tuesday, April 30
Young Lawyers Division Cabinet – meeting, noon, 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Unless otherwise specified, all ch e cks for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar
Association and mailed to Bar Headquarters, 11 01 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Send Bar
Association-related calendar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 11 01 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Fax: (215) 23 8 - 12 67. E-mail:r e p o r t e r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g .

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

by Marc Reuben

Paul Robseon was the most fearless
and accurate commentator on the
racial peculiarities of the Great
Democracy of the 20th Century. No one
ever spoke more directly and honestly
to the shame of his nation. Few ever
suffered the slow dismemberment vis-
ited upon him by his fellow country-
men. He was a brilliant man of accom-
plishment, and he was brave.
Moreover, he believed in the principles
of the Great Democracy with more sin-
cerity and purity than any of his
detractors and most of his friends.

Born the son of a slave in 1898,
Robeson was a star student in public
school and went to Rutgers, where he
became an all-American football hero.
He won a scholarship to Columbia Law
School in 1918. Upon graduation, he

secured a job in a New York law firm,
where shortly after starting work, he
was told by a secretary she would not
“take dictation from no nigger.” He
turned to the stage since he was pos-
sessed of a spectacular bass voice and

was both tall and handsome enough to
have been sculpted and photographed
many times.

In the 1920s, he had the opportuni-
ty to appear in a number of Eugene
O’Neill plays where he distinguished
himself. He made a film of “Emperor
Jones” in 1933. In 1927 he was cast in
the new Broadway musical “Showboat,”
where he introduced the song “Old
Man River,” which became identified
with him for the rest of his life. The
show was actually an anti-racist pro-
duction, set in the atmosphere of the
racist South and Robeson became an
instant celebrity of international
stature.

As an acute observer of American
attitudes, Robeson was committed to
exposing racism to the unenlightened.
He used his fame as a concert regular
and actor to further his social ideals.

His interests extended to helping the
downtrodden wherever they lived and
whatever color their skin. He did this
as a champion of the labor movement
and was a celebrated spokesman for

A R T S  &  M E D I A

Paul Ro be s o n : America’s UnInvisible Man

continued on page 19

Paul Robeson
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union labor throughout the British
Empire. He labored vainly to integrate
labor unions in this country. He was
reviled by conservatives and began to
see right-wing societies as colonialist
masters and unrepentant plunderers of
subject peoples. He was a vocal oppo-
nent of lynch mobs.

Robeson embraced the Russian style
of Communism as the only credible
challenge to capitalist and colonialist
expansion. His embrace of Stalinism,
with all its murderous plunder, was
seen by him as necessary and he
remained a socialist for the whole of
his life. He refused to disown the
Russian Experiment, since he viewed it
as the only practical alternative for the
working man. The clouds of reaction
connected with World War II and the
McCarthy purges of the Cold War
made his embrace of communism both
a more logical and dangerous choice
for him.

For as much as has been written
about Robeson, the telling of his life
never seems to do justice to the com-
plexity of the man. Here is a fellow
who was reviled by the House Un-
American Activities Committee, yet
traveled to Russia in 1949 to sing. He
knew that in 1949, a purge of Jews was
going on in Russia. At the conclusion
of his famous 1949 concert, he
addressed the Moscow audience and
told them of his many Jewish friends in
Russia (all of whom would die at
Stalin’s orders within a few years) and
he proceeded to sing a Yiddish song
for the stunned listeners. He also per-
formed a Chinese workers song in
Chinese. He knew the facts and what-
ever his political opinions were at the
moment, he never allowed them to
stand in the way of the fight against
what he viewed as injustice. The man
was fearless. He also must have been,
to varying degrees, tortured by the sins
of the ideologies he embraced.

To speak against racism in America
was a bit easier, relatively, for Robeson
than speaking out against pogroms in
Russia. He tried both, and until the
various veterans groups exerted their
hysterical patriotism here, he was able
to at least make his views known. By
the mid 1950s he was boycotted and
blacklisted for his views to the point of
nonpersonhood. No enemy of the
communist state was ever more effec-
tively erased by Stalin.

During the House Un-American
Activities Committee purges, some of
Robeson’s colleagues named him as a
communist sympathizer. His passport
was revoked by the Justice Department
because the government disagreed
with his politics. A scholar, lawyer,
actor, singer and political symbol,
Robeson was driven from the public
eye by the same conservatives who
had reviled him for his outspoken

opposition to racism and exploitation
of the poor and underprivileged.
Veterans groups almost killed him
while trying to block him from singing
in New York in 1951.

In his years of internal exile, during
the Red Scare days, even the African-
American establishment shied away
from him. He remained stoic and was
eventually allowed to travel and per-
form in the late 1950s. A recording of
his 1958 Carnegie Hall concert where
he recited the final lines of “Othello”

(which he performed in New York and
London) and sang “Old Man River” was
electrifying. His lifelong struggle
against reaction still resonated in his
commanding voice. He was not always
right, but he strove to better the lives
of his countrymen. 

Some time ago, Philadelphia busi-
nessman Sam Evans proposed that a
monument be erected near Centennial
Hall in Fairmount Park and that the
monument be dedicated to the recog-
nition of slavery in the United States.

Not a bad idea, given the value of
things like the Holocaust Museum, but
the floor plan envisioned by Evans was
ugly of spirit. What better symbol of
greatness crushed by racist evil than a
statue of Robeson, tall and proud,
looking out over an imperfect society
that he honored with his whole life,
even as society tried to silence him.  

Marc Reuben is a sole practitioner who has been wri t i n g
a bout the arts and media since 1973. He is an advisory
editor to the Philadelphia Bar Reporter.
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Order Tickets Now
for Bar Association
Night at the Phillies

Join your colleagues for a night at the ballpark on Saturday,
June 15 as the Phillies take on the Baltimore Orioles on
Philadelphia Bar Association Night at the Phillies.

A limited number of 200- and 300-level seats are available.
Tickets are $24 each for 200-level seats and $20 for 300-level
seats, a discount of $2 off each seat.

Use the ticket order form below to purchase tickets.
It’s the only visit to Philadelphia this season for the Orioles

and the only team from the American League East the Phillies
will play this season. This year’s interleague play pits the Phillies
against the American League Central’s Cleveland Indians, Detroit
Tigers, Minnesota Twins and Chicago White Sox.

Association Chancellor Allan H. Gordon (right) and (from left) Centur y
3 Committee Chair and former Chancellor Abraham C. Reich, Phillies
president David Montgomer y, Phillies vice president Michael Stiles,
and Century 3 Commemorative Dinner Chair and former Chancellor
R o b e rt C. Heim check out the view from the Phillies dugout at
Veterans Stadium in preparation for Bar Association Night at the
Phillies on Saturday, June 15.
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