
Chancellor Jane Dalton and Shel-
ley R. Smith, Chair of the Association’s 
Commission on Judicial Selection and 
Retention, have announced the results 
of the Commission’s investigation into 
the qualifications of candidates for Phil-
adelphia’s Court of Common Pleas and 
Municipal Court in the May 15 primary 
election.  

 Dalton noted that the list of Rec-
ommended and Not Recommended 
candidates is still incomplete and said 
additional names and ratings will be 
announced as investigations are com-
pleted on the remaining candidates.  
“We wanted to get these names and rat-
ings out as soon as possible and invite 
people to learn more about how and 
why we rate the candidates. They can 
do this by visiting our Web site at phila-
delphiabar.org,” Dalton said. 

 The Chancellor pointed out that 
the Association’s Campaign for Quali-
fied Judges has launched a “Voters 

by Jeff Lyons

Four of the leading candidates in the 
Philadelphia mayoral race will partici-
pate in a Chancellor’s Forum on Tues-
day, April 10.

Taking part in the Chancellor’s 
Forum will be U.S. Rep. Chakah Fat-
tah, Tom Knox, Michael Nutter and Al 
Taubenberger. The program begins with 
lunch at 11:45 a.m. at The CLE Confer-
ence Center on the 10th floor of the 
Wanamaker Building. Each candidate 
will have an allotted time to answer 

questions concerning main issues of 
interest to Philadelphians. During the 
second portion of the forum, the audi-
ence will have the opportunity to sub-
mit questions in writing on any topic. 
The moderator will then select several 
audience questions and direct them to 
the candidates as time permits. All de-
clared candidates have been invited to 
participate in this forum. The program 
will be moderated by Joseph C. Vignola, 
co-chair of the Association’s Legislative 
Liaison Committee.

Fattah is serving in his seventh term 

in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
Fattah attended city public schools, 
the Community College of Philadel-
phia, the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Wharton School and the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Fels School of State and 
Local Government where he earned a 
Master’s Degree in Government Admin-
istration.

Knox, a U.S. Navy veteran, has 
owned, managed, and sold several of 
his own businesses. He served as depu-
ty mayor for the Office of Management 
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Oscar Winner Addresses Members

Oscar-winning actor Richard Dreyfuss makes his keynote remarks at the Association’s March 26 Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon. For a 
video podcast of the event as well as a photo gallery, visit philadelphiabar.org.

continued on Page 18
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PRESTIGE AND PERFORMANCE. Each inspired by its own “winged B” symbol,

Breitling and Bentley share the same concern for perfection.The same extreme

standards of reliability, precision and authenticity. The same unique blend of 

prestige and performance.Whether in the Breitling workshops or in the Bentley

factory in Crewe, cutting-edge technology is placed in the service of noble 

traditions. Symbolising this communion of ideals, Breitling participated in styling

the instrumentation of the Bentley Continental models, the most powerful ever

built by Bentley.

EXCLUSIVITY AND TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE. For devotees of fine

mechanisms, Breitling has created a line of exceptional chronographs named

“Breitling for Bentley”. Representing the culmination of sophisticated aesthetic

research, these wrist instruments mirror the signature features of the famous

British car manufacturer. Dedicated to the automobile world, they incorporate

several exclusive technical characteristics, including a variable tachometer, and

are propelled by high-performance “motors” patiently assembled by watchmakers

at the peak of their art.Time is the ultimate luxury.
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by Jane Leslie Dalton

“The law makes a promise – neu-
trality,” Justice Anthony Kennedy said. 
“If the promise gets broken, the law as 
we know it ceases to exist.”

The law’s promise of neutrality re-
quires judges of outstanding character 
and integrity – mature, highly qualified 
public servants who bring knowledge, 
experience and good judgment to the 
bench. These are the qualities we need 
in judges to keep our promise to all 
who come to the legal system seeking 
justice.

What do we look for in a judge?
To begin with, a judge must have 

sufficient legal ability to have earned 
the respect of lawyers and members 
of the bench. By that we mean a high 
degree of knowledge of established 
legal principles and procedures and the 
ability to interpret and apply them to 

specific factual situations. Judges must 
also demonstrate a willingness to learn 
the new skills and knowledge essential 
to the performance of their judicial 
duties and an interest in improving 
judicial procedure and administration. 
And a judge should have trial or other 
comparable experience that ensures 
knowledge of the rules of evidence and 
courtroom procedures. 

Second, a judge should have a re-
cord of and reputation for excellent 
character and integrity. A judge’s per-
sonal and professional actions should 
demonstrate consistent adherence to 
high ethical standards. His or her in-
tegrity must be undisputed. A judge 
must be truthful, fair and able to disre-
gard personal prejudices, personalities 
and partisan political influences so that 
the decisions made are based solely on 
the facts of record and the law appli-
cable to those facts. 

Third, a judge must demonstrate fi-
nancial responsibility, both personally 
and professionally. Financial respon-
sibility means that the judge has filed 
proper tax returns and paid the appli-
cable taxes. It also means there have 
been have been no judgments, liens or 
bankruptcy proceedings instituted by 
or against the judge. Financial respon-
sibility demonstrates self-discipline and 

the ability to withstand pressures that 
might compromise independence and 
impartiality. 

Fourth, a judge should possess judi-
cial temperament, which includes pa-
tience, courtesy, impartiality, compas-
sion, fair play, humility, tact, common 
sense and understanding. An even 
temper and a well-defined sense of 
justice are important. Judicial tempera-
ment implies, among other things, an 
absence of arrogance, impatience and 
arbitrariness. Only with judicial tem-
perament can a judge exercise reason 
free from passion.

Fifth, a judge should possess the 
mental and physical capacity to dis-
charge fully the demanding duties of 
judicial office. Although good mental 
and physical health is required, diseas-
es or impairments that do not prevent 
a person from fully performing judicial 
duties must be disregarded.

Sixth, a judge should have a record 
of involvement in public service, com-
munity affairs, pro bono activities or 
other volunteer efforts to improve the 
quality of life of others in the commu-
nity. A judge should be aware of and 
sensitive to the diversity of the general 

Reconsider Pollard Case
To the Editor:
The case of U.S. v. Jonathan Pollard 

resulted in a plea bargain, no life term, 
only a “substantial” sentence. In the 
last moments before sentencing, an af-
fidavit from the Secretary of Defense 
alleged that Pollard passed classified 
documents to Russia that led to the 
deaths of 50 U.S. agents in Russia. He 
was not charged with treason. He was 
senten-ced to life in prison; now 20 
years.

He was guilty of giving classified 
material to Israel, not Russia. His at-
torney never rebutted the affidavit and 
didn’t file a direct appeal, only a mo-
tion to reduce the sentence. 

I did a pro bono investigation, no 
relation with Pollard or his support 
groups. I became convinced that the 
sentence was a “fundamental miscar-
riage of justice” as stated by Judge Wil-
liams in a minority 2-1 opinion in the 
Circuit Court of Appeals. I introduced 
a resolution (which was denied by the 
Board of Governors) asking the presi-
dent of the United States to free Pollard.

Subsequently, evidence was ad-

duced that Robert Hanssen, an FBI 
Russian mole, was guilty of giving the 
names of our agents to Russia. He is 
now serving a life sentence in solitary 
confinement. A new movie, “Breach,” 
reveals the story of Robert Hanssen.

I have asked Chancellor Jane Dalton 
to reopen my past resolution to free 
Pollard, long overdue. His constitution-
al and legal rights were violated.

LETTERS

Guide to the Judicial Elections” on the 
Association’s Web site.  Dalton said the 
Association wants voters to know “not 
just who to vote for but why the judi-
cial elections are so important and why 
we invest so much time and energy in 
reviewing and rating these candidates. 
This is the one place for voters to find 
thorough, non-partisan, objective rat-
ings of the candidates.” 

 The commission is independent 
and non-partisan. It includes lawyers 
and non-lawyers. Among the mem-
bers of the commission are the chief 
public defender, the president judges 
of the Common Pleas and Municipal 
Courts, and representatives from Asian, 
Hispanic and African American legal 
groups.

 The ratings by the 30-member Judi-
cial Commission follow extensive study 
and investigation by five-member 
panels of the commission’s own 120-
member investigative division, which 
includes 40 non-lawyer members. Can-
didates found Recommended satisfied a 
cumulative review of criteria including 
legal ability and training, trial experi-
ence, character and integrity, judicial 
temperament, mental and physical 
capacity and community involvement. 
Full details can be found at philadel-
phiabar.org.

 The following judicial candidates, 
listed alphabetically, were found 
RECOMMENDED for election to the 
Court of Common Pleas: 
 Daniel Anders 
 Linda Carpenter 
 Alice Beck Dubow 
 Michael Erdos 

 Joyce Eubanks 
 Ellen Green-Ceisler 
 Thomas Martin 
 Beverly Muldrow 
     Joseph T. Murphy 
 Thomas M. Nocella 
 J. Scott O’Keefe 
 Angeles Roca 
 Meredith Seigle-DiClaudio 
 Sandjai Weaver 
 Marvin Williams 
 Donna M. Woelpper 
 The following judicial candidates, 
listed alphabetically, were found 
RECOMMENDED for election to the 
Municipal Court:

 Joyce Eubanks 
 Joseph T. Murphy 
 Meredith Seigle-DiClaudio 
 Sandjai Weaver 
 Additional names and ratings will 
be announced soon.
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Ten Things to Look for in a Good Judge

Tell Us What You Think!
The Philadelphia Bar Reporter welcomes letters to the editors for publication. 

Letters should be typed. There is no word limit, but editors reserve the right 
to condense for clarity, style and space considerations. Letters must be signed 
to verify authorship, but names will be withheld upon request. Letters may 
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Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, 
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philabar.org.
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by Regina Parker

Philadelphia Court of Common 
Pleas President Judge C. Darnell Jones 
II wants to maintain the public’s 
confidence in the court system and 
decisions made by the judiciary.

“One of the things that I’ve tried 
to do over the past year as president 
judge is to be proactive. I’ve gone 
out to the communities; I’ve talked to 
people at community organizations 
and churches because I firmly 
believe in the right of the people to 
really know what’s going on inside 
their court system,” Judge Jones told 
members of the State Civil Litigation 
Section at a state of the court session 
on March 7.

To illustrate the court’s efficiency, 
Judge Jones explained that at the end 
of 2006, there were approximately 
15,670 new filings in the criminal 
section and 15,036 cases were disposed 
of.  With regard to the civil division, 
there were approximately 33,684 new 
filings and 42,000 were disposed of.  
“The maintaining inventory is at a 
manageable level,” he said. There were 
approximately 11,000 Orphan’s Court 
filings and 10,900 were disposed of. 
The total inheritance tax collections for 
2006 were approximately $16.6 million.

Judge Jones also stressed the im-
portance of continuing legal education 
and said that contribution by judges 
to continuing legal education benefits 
the entire bar. At the request of the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court and 
the National Judicial College, Judge 
Jones has agreed to teach every 
Common Pleas Court judge how 
to conduct error-free capital cases 
because Pennsylvania is one of five 

states selected to benefit from federal 
funding. Judge Jones also spoke about 
the judges pro tempore program and 
described it as a valuable program 
because it provides a wealth of exper-
ience to lawyers and exposure to 
judges.

Another program discussed was 
the Judicial Education Committee, led 
by Judges Lisa M. Rau and Rosalyn 
K. Robinson. The committee sponsors 
approximately five judicial education 
sessions per month.  

Judge Jones said the First Judicial 
District will co-host the National 

Judicial College in Philadelphia 
in May to teach judges about 
advanced evidence. The goal is to put 

Philadelphia 
on the map 
as a center for 
judicial ed-
ucation.

Also 
occurring in 
May is the 
voting for the 
selection of 
commissioners for the Fairmount Park 
Commission. Judge Jones described 
the selection process as “a process that 
invites the most qualified persons to 
be on that commission to make sure 
that the park will always be what it 
was intended to be when it was first 
created...”  

The Family Court will be facing 
a $6 million reduction in federal 
funds. Judge Jones explained that 
this reduction will not only affect  
Philadelphia County but the entire 
nation. Judge Jones said he has petit-
ioned the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court to intercede not just at the state 
and city levels but also on a federal 
level and urges members of the bar to 
intercede in an attempt to restore these 
funds to the federal budget.

Regina Parker is an associate at Mattioni, Ltd.

State Civil Litigation Section

Public Confidence is Key, Judge Jones Says

“I firmly believe in the right of the people to really know what’s going on inside their court 
system,” Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas President Judge C. Darnell Jones II told 
members of the State Civil Litigation Section on March 7.
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DeCola Detectives Inc.

To see more available services, visit us at

WHEN YOU NEED TO KNOW

WE HAVE BOARD-CERTIFIED 
CRIMINAL DEFENSE INVESTIGATORS!

(Helps to support students working in the public 

Talented Students. Exceptional Faculty. 
Innovative Curriculum. Nationally Ranked Programs.

The Temple Difference

GREAT THINGS
continue to happen at

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
BEASLEY SCHOOL OF LAW…

April 7th
Evening Division Student/Alumni 
Career Paths Panel & Reception 
(Shusterman Hall 1PM - 3PM)

April 17th
Small & Mid-Size Firm CLE and Networking Event

Fall 2007
On Campus Interviewing
(Sign-up by June 22nd)

To participate in these events or to post a job, please 
contact the Career Planning Office at 215.204.8903 

or via email marife.domingo@temple.edu



by Brian K. Sims

All attorneys need to find 
out what kind of super ninja 
lurks within them and then 
take responsibility for train-
ing that ninja.

Former Young Lawyers 
Division Chair Michael B. 
Hayes said lawyers must take 
the initiative for training 
“because it’s not your firm’s responsi-
bility.” Hayes, an associate at Montgom-
ery, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads, was 
a speaker at the March 6 program “As-
sociates 101.” The program was aimed 
at providing associate attorneys with 
useful knowledge and helpful hints to 
navigate the sometimes murky waters 
of being an associate attorney.

The panel, moderated by Molly 
Peckman, special counsel and director 
of professional development for Pep-
per Hamilton, LLP, also included James 
LaRosa, president and co-founder of 
JuriStaff, Inc.; Mairi Luce, a partner at 
Duane Morris LLP; and Regina Foley of 
Raynes McCarty.

An informal survey of attendees by 
Peckman revealed a diverse crowd of 
city attorneys, public interest attorneys 
and defense counsel that seemed to be 
split evenly between small, medium 
and large firms.

LaRosa spoke from the recruiter’s 
perspective on associate development. 
“One of the issues that jumps to mind 
first is mentorship,” said LaRosa, stress-
ing the difference between a mentor 
and a manager. “A mentor is a person 
who helps you in personal and profes-
sional ways to deal with the stresses 
of working in a law firm, or practicing 
law. The mistake many young associ-
ates make is believing that it is up to 
their employer to provide a mentor.  

“Your firm is most responsible for 
finding someone who helps manage 
your work; that helps critique your 
work, and that helps you on your day-
to-day assignments,” LaRosa said.  

Luce, Duane Morris’ professional 

development coordinator, 
spoke about communication 
but stressed that all of the 
panel’s topics were inter-
related. “In order to find a 
mentor you have to com-
municate with people, you 
have to get out there and be 
proactive. When you need 
a mentor, you do need to 
reach out to people.”

Luce added, “there’s nothing more 
important in your professional life 
than being a good communicator.” She 
stressed how much methods of com-
munication have changed in the prac-
tice of law, from letters and faxes to 
e-mails and text messages. 

“It’s so important to be careful in all 
of your communications to make sure 
that you are thoughtful about what 
you are saying and how you are saying 
it. Once it’s out there, it’s out there for 
all time,” said Luce.

Foley spoke about common sense 
and told attendees to trust their in-
stincts. “You’ve gotten this far in your 
life, you’ve made it through law school, 
and you’ve made in into jobs. You 
need to trust yourself.”

“Don’t burn bridges,” said Foley. 
“The legal community is a small com-
munity, especially depending on the 
type of law you do. You are going to 
meet people your first year out of law 
school that you may encounter 15 
years later.”

Foley also stressed that it is impor-
tant for young associates to accept that 
they will make mistakes during their 
careers. “We are in the practice of law. 
mistakes will not define your success. 
How you handle those mistakes will.”

Foley told associates that confidence 
can be a key to success. “If you don’t 
have confidence, your employer is not 
going to have it in you.”

Hayes spoke about time manage-
ment and told the crowd that “no mat-
ter how organized you are, or think 
you are, time management is some-
thing that’s going to hound you from 

day one of your career until the day 
you leave the practice.”

“Time management will go a long 
way to minimizing your mistakes,” said 
Hayes. “It’s more than getting your 8.3 
hours of work in, it’s knowing where 
you are on your case and where those 
cases are going to be in the future. You 
have to show the partners that you 
work for that you have the responsibil-
ity to take on more work.”

“Everybody has their own person-
ality and their own way to make it at 

a firm,” he continued. “Everyone has 
their own kung fu style. No firm can 
teach 101 different kung fu styles to 
each of their associates.”

“Ultimately it’s your responsibil-
ity to make your own development 
your own way. Find out what kind of 
super ninja you are and take on the 
responsibility of your own training and 
development.”

Brian K. Sims, an associate with the Law Offices of Mark 
F. Seltzer, P.C., is an associate editor of the Philadelphia 
Bar Reporter. 
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Wish you had someone
to help resolve client
social services issues?

You’re probably an expert in a number 
of fields—but case management may not
be one of them. That’s why Intervention
Associates is here. Since 1986 we’ve 
been serving older adults, the chronically 
mentally ill, and physically disabled adults
and children by assisting with:

• Assessments
• Crisis Intervention
• Home or Facility Care
• Information/Referrals
• Advocacy

1777 Sentry Parkway West, Suite 210 Dublin Hall
Blue Bell, PA 19422
(610) 254-9001 • 1-800-254-9708

www.interventionassociates.org

Career Planning ServiCeS For lawyerS

Many lawyers think of making a career change, but do not know which way to turn. 
Career Planning Services for Lawyers has provided concise, confidential career 

services for 20 years in the tri-state region.

“After all, it’s only your career we are talking about.”

Are you being pushed out or unhappy as an associate?

Are you near retirement and exploring your various options?

Are you considering a position outside the practice of law?

Are there issues precluding you from continuing in law?

Are you a recent law graduate who is floundering?

If any of these are applicable, CPS for Lawyers may be your answer. Contact: David E. Behrend, M.ED.,
90 Cricket Ave, Suite #100B, Ardmore, PA. 19003 Behrend42@aol.com; 610-658-9838

Train Yourself, Panel Tells Young Lawyers

Associates 101 moderator Molly Peckman (from left) is joined by panelists Michael B. 
Hayes, James LaRosa, Regina Foley and Mairi Luce at the March 6 program.
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by Kenneth Shear

First let me tell you what this is 
not. It is not a full-blown report to the 
membership on the recent trip to the 
State of Israel in response to an invita-
tion received from the Israel Bar As-
sociation. What it is, I think, are some 
random impressions of a trip that was 
unlike any other business trip taken 
on behalf of this Association. I am sure 
that the Chancellor of the Association 
will report fully on achievements made 
and positions taken regarding our ac-
tivities this past month.

It’s not like I haven’t traveled on 
behalf of the Bar Association over the 
many years that I have been here. 
Indeed, it’s not as if I haven’t had the 
great opportunity to represent the As-
sociation at forums sponsored by the 
American Bar Association or other 
state and local Bar Associations across 
the country. Moreover, it’s not as if I 
haven’t had the opportunity to attend 
meetings on behalf of the Association 
even in other countries. I have – and 
for the most part, enjoyed these oppor-
tunities immensely.

Yet the Israel trip stands as unique. 
It begins with an overall motif of the 
Israel Bar extending an unsolicited in-
vitation to us to come over. That motif 
expanded while we were there to an 
atmosphere of, “how pleased we are 
that you took the time and expense to 
come over and see us.” An attitude of 
warmth and gratitude pervaded the 
entire time we were being hosted by 
that country’s bar association. They 
couldn’t do enough for us. Each time 
we met with the officers or the rank 
and file members, we were constantly 
being peppered with questions as to 
how our Association works, how our 
federal system operates, and how can 
we expand this first opportunity to 
have an ongoing relationship that 
would foster exchanges of our lawyers 
and a mutual growth of our client base.

From the one-hour meeting we 
had with the Chief Justice of the State 
of Israel, Dorit Beinisch, in which we 

exchanged views regarding shifting in-
terpretations of  “judicial activism;” to 
the meeting with the Constitution, Law 
& Justice Committee with its Chair-
man, Professor Menahem Ben-Sasson, 
in which we were invited to sit at the 
table with the Committee and discuss 
legislation it was considering to pro-
vide for public reporting of political 
contributions in their primary elec-
tions; this Bar Association was warmly 
received, and indeed, made news in the 
March 8 edition of the English version 
of one of its newspapers regarding our 
input.

Believe it or not, the State of Israel 
is a country with 34,000-plus lawyers – 
probably the highest per capita lawyer 
population in the world. Yet, it func-
tions without a formal constitution. It 
seems to recognize that it is emerging 
from its adolescence as a state into its 
maturity as a member of the commu-
nity of nations. Governmental repre-
sentatives, as well as members of the 
Bar, constantly used a refrain to discuss 
their system as being beholden to 
the rule of law. They fully recognized 
the import of having officers of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association standing 
alongside of them. References were 
made to the actions that took place in 
this city 200 to 225 years ago. It was 
apparent that a strong desire was there 
to forge a partnership with us and with 
our members in order to have a mutu-
ally beneficial expansion of economic 
opportunities.

We left with promises to grow this 
relationship. From our perspective, 

we came away with a firm sense of 
continuing our involvement in what 
author Tom Friedman refers to as a 
flat world, and the fully integrated 
global economy. With communications 
being instant, with e-mails and voice 
technology going constantly on a 24/7 
basis, this Association continues to 
seek ways to focus on the future and 
expand the economic opportunities for 
its members. This trip, I am convinced, 
greatly aided in that effort.

Israel is concentrating its exports in 
technology, agra and pharma. Its Bar 
Association knows that Philadelphia 
is home to some of the great lawyers 
helping to expand these types of busi-
nesses for its clients. Our aim in taking 
this trip was to aid in paving the road 
for these relationships to be made. In 
my view, giant steps were taken and 
more is yet to come.

Kenneth Shear is executive director of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association.

71% OF FIRMS MISPLACED 
AND/OR DAMAGED 
CASSETTE TAPES 
CONTAINING CLIENT 
INFORMATION, EACH 
AND EVERY MONTH*

The loss of tapes could breach 
client confi dentiality and 
expose the fi rm to litigation.

WWW.BIGHAND.COM

BigHand Digital Dictation 
supplied by Graffen 
Business Systems
email: sales@graffen.com
tel: 610.825.3737

*Based on a survey of 100 law fi rms of all sizes.

25 Easton Rd. #203
Glenside, PA 19038
station.appraisals@verizon.net

“The Attorney’s Appraisers”

Real Property Valuations
Bankruptcy

Divorce
Estate Planning

STATION APPRAISALS, INC.
(p) 215-887-1009  |  (f) 215-887-2234

Israel Trip Opens Door to Relationships
PERSPECTIVES

Israeli Chief Justice Dorit Beinisch accepts the Independence Bowl from Chancellor Jane 
Dalton during the Philadelphia Bar Association’s tour of Israel in March.
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The Association’s 28th Annual 5K 
Run/Walk returns to Martin Luther 
King Drive on Sunday, May 20. Pro-
ceeds from the event will benefit the 
Support Center for Child Advocates.

The 5K race features a number of 
competition divisions: open-individual, 
Bar Association members, company 
teams, legal teams, and male and 
female divisions. Runners also are di-
vided into the following age groups: 13 
and younger; 14-16; 17-19; 20-24; 25-
29; 30-34; 35-39; 40-44; 45-49; 50-54; 
55-59; 60-64; 65-69; 70-74; 75-79; and 
80 and older. Awards are presented to 
the top three finishers in each division. 
Runners may also participate in a sepa-
rate competition featuring legal and 
corporate teams. For information about 
the team competition, contact Michael 
Berkowitz at (215) 567-2010, ext. 132.

 Registration for Bar Association 
members automatically includes mem-
bers in a separate open bar competi-
tion. The entry fee for Bar Association 
members running in the 5K is $40 if 
applications are postmarked by May 
16. Registration on the race day is $50. 

 In addition to the 5K run, a 5K walk 
begins shortly after the start of the run 
for those individuals and families who 
want to participate in this important 
cause. Individual walk registration is 
$20, and family registration is $60.

 Online registration for the event is 
available at active.com until May 18. 
All runners and walkers receive t-shirts 
and other “goodies” after the event.

 The Philadelphia Bar Association 
is being joined as the event sponsor 
by corporate sponsors Firstrust, Wawa, 
Iron Mountain, The Legal Intelligencer, 
USI Colburn Insurance Service, Special 
Counsel, Veritext L.L.C., Dolfin, and 
Document Technologies, Inc.

 Contributing to the event as legal 
sponsors are the law firms of Akin 
Gump Strauss, Hauer & Feld LLP; 
Anapol, Schwartz, Weiss, Cohan, Feld-
man & Smalley, P.C.; Bennett, Bricklin 
& Saulsburg LLP; Buchanan Ingersoll 
& Rooney PC; Caesar, Rivise, Bern-
stein, Cohen & Pokotilow, Ltd.; Cozen 
O’Connor; DLA Piper; Drinker Biddle & 
Reath LLP; Flaster/Greenberg; Marshall, 
Dennehey, Warner, Coleman & Gog-
gin; McKissock & Hoffman, P.C.; Neil A. 
Morris Associates, P.C.; Pepper Hamil-

ton LLP; RatnerPrestia; Raynes McCar-
ty; Sandals & Associates, P.C.; Schander 
Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP; Semanoff 
Ormsby Greenberg & Torchia, LLC; 
WolfBlock; Woodcock Washburn LLP; 
and Zarwin, Baum, Devito, Kaplan, 
Schaer & Toddy, P.C. 

 The law firms of Barrack, Rodos & 
Bacine; Fox Rothschild LLP; Pelino & 
Lentz, P.C.; and Stradley Ronon Stevens 
& Young, LLP are contributing to the 
Run/Walk as Legal Supporters.

 Registration for the May 20 event 

begins at 7:15 a.m. The run starts at 
8:30 a.m. and the walk begins at 8:35 
a.m. For more information, contact Eric 
S. Marzluf at (215) 567-2010, extension 
130 or by e-mail at esmarzluf@crbcp.
com; Tom Bell at (215) 887-2050, exten-
sion 107 or by e-mail at tbell@soglaw.
com; or Louise Pangborn at (215) 925-
1913, extension 125 or by e-mail at 
LouiseP@advokid.org.

The directors of the race are Manny 
Pokotilow, Tom Bell, Eric Marzluf and 
Michael Berkowitz.
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Registration Now Open for May 20 5K Run/Walk

More than 800 runners and walkers took part in the 2006 5K Run/Walk that raised more than 
$100,000 for the Support Center for Child Advocates.

Web
check√
To register for the 2007 Philadelphia 
Bar Association 5K Run/Walk, visit 
active.com.



by Michael J. Carroll

The Civil Rights Committee benefit-
ed from a century of collective experi-
ence of panel members who spoke of 
women’s policy issues that should be 
addressed by the next mayor.

Participating in the March 12 Wom-
en’s History Month presentation were:

• Carol Goertzel of PathwaysPA, 
talking about education and train-
ing needed to lift women and their 
children out of poverty, as well as of 
the inadequate commitment presently 
made to address the need.

• JoAnne Fischer, of the Maternity 
Care Coalition, speaking about the cha-
otic profit-driven medical system that 
has failed women, especially poor and 
minority women.

• Carole Johnson, of Women Or-
ganized Against Rape, outlining the 
overwhelming needs of sexual assault 
victims and the serious and growing 
shortage of resources committed to as-
sist victims and confront the problem.

• Cynthia Figueroa, of Women 
Against Abuse, noting the absence of 
discussion of the plight of victims of 
gender violence, the lack of funding to 

help them, and the inadequate coor-
dination among the courts and other 
institutions charged with the task of 
intervening and helping.

• Anne Schwartzman, of the Penn-
sylvania Prison Society, describing 
a prison system that jails increasing 
numbers of women, absorbs an ever 
larger share of society’s resources, and 
squanders them in irrational, avoidable 
ways.

• Jennifer Dickson Keith, of Women’s 
Death Review, explaining how her or-
ganization brings to light ugly truths 
of how too many women die in Phila-
delphia from the most unnatural of 
causes.

The speakers gave numbers, awful 
numbers relayed for the hundredth, 
maybe the thousandth time - too 
many women in poverty and all the 
evils that travel with poverty; too 
many women and children abused 
and raped; too many uneducated and 
undereducated; too many women in 
prison with their numbers growing; no 
jobs or dead-end jobs with no ben-
efits, no health insurance, no sick days; 
closing hospitals and opening prisons. 
The numbers were shocking and they 

shocked further through their waning 
ability to shock society.

It has become fashionable in recent 
years to mouth: “You can’t solve the 
problem by throwing money at it” as 
the purported last word in realistic 
policy discussions. A kernel of truth 
might lie within the phrase but it is 
wrapped in a greater falsehood, a mis-
leading message that money spent for 
social purposes is almost by definition 
money wasted. The speakers through 
years of work have shown that seri-
ous social problems can be addressed 
if there is a commitment of adequate 
resources. Resources include competent 
leadership and dedication, but also in-
clude sufficient money commensurate 
with the size and scope of the problem.

The program was a reminder that 
there have been at least two types of 
great historic crimes against peoples 
and groups, one being the active de-
struction of human beings by gather-
ing them and killing them. The other 
being the more subtle destruction by 
denying the essentials of life. The pan-
elists outlined the destruction of wom-
en’s lives by active and passive means, 
subtle and not.

In the same steady ways - large and 
small - that the panelists have waged 
the battle to arrest and reverse this 
destructive course over decades, they 
looked ahead to the mayoral race as 
one more means to move forward.

Michael J. Carroll is co-chair of the Civil Rights 
Committee.
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Civil Rights Committee

Women’s Advocates Outline
Issues for City’s Next Mayor

Panelists for the March 12 Civil Rights Committee panel included (seated, from left) Cynthia 
Figueroa, Ann Schwartzman and Jennifer Dickson Keith and (standing, from left) Carol 
Goertzel, JoAnne Fischer and Carole Johnson. 
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Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue. 19th Floor. Broad and Walnut St. Philadelphia. PA 19102

TELEPHONE 215.790.1919 FACSIMILE 215.732.8518 parkhyattphiladelphia.com
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WELL  DONE  I S  BETTER  THAN WELL  SA ID . Benjamin Franklin

XIX_PhillyBarReporter FA  3/21/07  12:37 PM  Page 1



The Philadelphia Bar Association 
has announced the Fifth Annual Legal 
Writing Competition in honor of the 
Hon. Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Associate 
Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court.

 In so doing, the Bar Association 
recognizes the importance of excel-
lence in legal analysis and writing 
skills, and seeks to award a student 
enrolled in a Philadelphia-area law 
school for authoring a top-quality 
competition submission.

This competition is open to full- 
and part-time law students who are 
in their second or third year of study 
during the 2006-07 academic year at 
one of the following five institutions: 
University of Pennsylvania School of 
Law, The State University of New Jersey, 
Rutgers (Camden) School of Law, Tem-
ple University Beasley School of Law, 
Villanova University School of Law 
and Widener University School of Law 
(Delaware Campus). Students must be 

in good standing at their institutions. 
The submission may not have been 
published previously, although it may 
have been prepared in connection with 
a law school course. The submission 
also may not have been submitted for 
any other competition during the time 
when it is under consideration for this 
competition, until after the time when 
awards are announced. The submission 
must be the work of one author alone 
(joint submissions will not be consid-
ered), and the author must certify that 
the submission has been prepared 
without substantial editing from others.

Candidates may submit a law re-
view-quality submission on any topic 
relating to rights, privileges and re-
sponsibilities under federal law.

The author of the first-place sub-
mission will receive a cash award of 
$2,500, the publication of the winning 
submission in The Philadelphia Lawyer 
magazine, on the Bar Association’s Web 

site and/or in an appropriate Bar As-
sociation publication. The winner of 
the First Place award will be invited to 
the Bar’s October Quarterly Meeting, 
at which time the award will be pre-
sented.

Mail entries to the Judge Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg “Pursuit of Justice Legal Writ-
ing Competition,” c/o Dawn Burger, 
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 
Market St., 11th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 
19107-2911. The deadline for entries is Monday, April 30.
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“A master class for good communicators who want to be great!”
– Professional Speaker and Comedian, Carl Grant

Registration:  Mail your business card (note the seminar date on the back), with a 
check, to: CLE Services, 14507 Stone Avenue N, Suite 3-6B, Seattle, WA 98133.  

Or, call  1-888-575-3369 with questions or for credit card registration.

“Communication in the Courtroom”
Persuading Judge, Jury and Client

(a humorist’s perspective)

Tuesday, April 17, 2007
9 am to 5 pm

Seminar fee:  $195 in advance; $230 at the door. 
 If not satisfied, money will be grudgingly refunded.

“The Art and Science of Negotiation”

Wednesday, April 18, 2007
8:30 am to 2 pm

Double Tree Inn Downtown
237 South Broad Street 

Philadelphia

Seminar fee:  $175 in advance; $195 at the door. 
If not satisfied, money will be grudgingly refunded.

Good Negotiators Make Successful Attorneys

A Minimum Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) seminar 
approved by the Pennsylvania CLE Board for 7.5 credit hours, 

which includes 1.0 hours of ethics credit. This live MCLE 
seminar, now in its 10th year, has been accredited in 18 states.

A Minimum Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) seminar 
approved by the Pennsylvania CLE Board for 5.0 credit hours. 

833 Chestnut East, Suite 1220
Philadelphia, PA

215.574.1505
www.jenkinslaw.org

Jenkins is your 
legal concierge!

We save you time and money!

We’ll have it when you need it!

We’re not just books!

We have free Lexis and Westlaw terminals!

Jenkins Law Library

Become a member for only $100*
Visit http://join.jenkinslaw.org for details

* All members of a firm must join

Web
check√
For guidelines about the Fifth 
Annual Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg Legal Writing Competition, 
v is i t  phi ladelphiabar.org .

Entries Sought for 5th Ginsburg Writing Contest

Judges Address
Medical Malpractice

Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas 
Judges (from left) Allan Tereshko, 
Jacqueline Allen, William Manfredi, 
Sandra Mazer Moss and Arnold New were 
the panelists for the March 21 Medical-
Legal Committee meeting on the handling 
of medical-malpractice cases. More than 
50 people attended the program, moder-
ated by committee co-chairs Nadeem Bezar 
and Heather Hansen.
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James A.Wells, Esq.

As we expand our firm and grow our practice,
we are pleased to announce the addition of 

Representing individuals and businesses in civil litigation, including medical malpractice, tortious interference
with contractual relationships, libel, product liability, personal injury and intellectual property claims.

Haines & Associates

Clifford E. Haines, Esq.    Danielle Weiss, Esq. Elizabeth Cipolletti, Esq. Julia Haines, Esq.

1835 Market Street • Suite 2420 • Philadelphia • Pennsylvania • 19103 • ph  215-246-2200 • fax 215-246-2209 • www.haines-law.com     

Welcoming New Citizens

U.S. Magistrate Judge Luis Felipe 
Restrepo greets new American cit-
izens at a March 22 naturalization 
ceremony as U.S. District Court 
Judge Juan R. Sanchez looks on. 
Judge Restrepo is a naturalized 
citizen from Colombia. Sheryl A. 
Axelrod spoke on behalf of the Bar 
Association at the program, which 
featured 95 people from 32 nations 
taking the oath of citizenship. 

The Philadelphia Bar Association is offering 
its first video podcast this month, an exciting 
new addition to its already robust audio podcast 
library.

The featured video podcast is Richard Drey-
fuss’s keynote speech from the March 26 Quar-
terly Meeting.

The video podcast can be downloaded onto a 
video iPod or similar video player.

It’s just as easy as adding an audio podcast:
• Go to Apple iTunes store. 
•Enter “Philadelphia Bar Association” in the 

Search bar. A library of the Bar Association’s 
podcasts appears. 

• Go to “Major Events.”
• In the menu of Major Events podcasts select 

the “Quarterly Meeting” video file and click “Get 
Episode.” This will download the video podcast 
into the iTunes podcast library on your computer.

• Next, connect your iPod or similar video 
player to your computer.

• Under the podcast menu select the “Quar-
terly Meeting” video file.

• Click Update.
That’s it – the video is ready to watch in the 

palm of your hand.
For those who already subscribe to the Bar 

Association’s Major Events podcast series, the 
video will automatically appear in your updated 
podcast library.

Look for more video podcasts of major Bar 
Association events in the future.

Video Podcast
Now Available

The Association’s Law Practice 
Management Division offers com-
mittees with programs to help you 
manage your law office as well as 
a hotline to help you with staffing, 
bookkeeping and other issues. Con-
tact the Law Practice Management 
Hotline at (215) 238-6314.

The Law Practice Management Di-
vision is offering programs designed 
to help members in many different 
areas. The division is chaired by Jo-
seph A. Prim Jr. and Carl G. Roberts.

For more information on any of 

these subcommittees, contact the 
committee chairs listed below:

Vendor and Consultant Referral 
Program Committee - Mary Platt at 
mplatt@mmwr.com and Marla A. Jo-
seph at mjoseph@workcomppa.com.

Financial Management Commit-
tee - Joel D. Feldman at jfeldman@
anapolschwartz.com and Thomas A. 
Brophy at tbrophy@mdwcg.com.

Technology Committee - Carl G. 
Roberts at cgroberts@ballardspahr.
com and Daniel J. Siegel at dan@
danieljsiegel.com.

Business Management Commit-
tee - Margaret Klaw at mklaw@ber-
nerklaw.com and Jeffrey A. Lutsky at 
jlutsky@stradley.com.

Marketing Committee - Merritt 
A. Cole at colem@whiteandwilliams.
com and Harper J. Dimmerman at 
harper@harperlawgroup.com.

If you need help with staffing, 
bookkeeping or developing your 
Web site, we have the consultants to 
assist you! Contact the Law Practice 
Management Hotline at (215) 238-
6314.

LPM Hotline Can Help Improve Your Practice
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by Eric C. Milby 

When it comes to selecting outside 
counsel, corporations look for the best 
lawyer in the field regardless of the size 
of the firm, a pair of corporate counsel 
told members of the Business Law Sec-
tion and Business Litigation Committee.

The panelists for the March 5 pro-
gram “How to Better Serve Your Corpo-
rate Clients” were John R. Mesher and 
Stanley Wang.

Mesher has been the general 
counsel and senior vice president of 
Saint-Gobain Corporation, the U.S. and 
Canadian operations of France’s Com-
pagnie de Saint-Gobain, since 1997. 
Saint-Gobain employs about 25,000 
people and has seen its annual reven-
ues grow from approximately $1.5 
billion to $8.5 billion since Mesher’s 
arrival. His in-house department con-
sists of approximately 23 attorneys and 
is divided into various business units 
such as labor, employment, litigation, 
environmental. Saint-Gobain spends 
about $40 million per year on outside 
counsel.

Wang, a senior executive with Com-
cast, served as that company’s general 
counsel for approximately 22 years. He 

was the fourth executive to join Com-
cast and handled everything from in-
surance, public offerings, litigation, and 
debt placements. Comcast’s in-house 
legal department is made up of ap-
proximately 10 corporate lawyers and 
20 cable lawyers. Each division, such as 
Comcast SportsNet and E- Entertain-
ment, has its own legal department. 
The cable lawyers handle a variety of 
matters such as franchising, litigation, 
and contract work. Comcast has done 
thousands of acquisitions over the 
years using outside counsel in Phila-
delphia, New York and elsewhere. Each 
of Comcast’s local cable companies hire 
local lawyers to handle legal matters in 
that geographic region. “It all works,” 
Wang said.

Mesher noted that the size of the 
firm is important when the matter is a 
large transaction or national litigation. 
Mesher likes to use firms with some 
international recognition because his 
company is based in Paris and this 
gives some assurance to the home of-
fice. Mesher noted that he hires the 
lawyer and not the law firm and many 
times the right lawyer for a particular 
matter might be in a three-person firm.

Wang said that when he hires out-

side counsel, Comcast president Brian 
Roberts always asks him, “is this the 
best lawyer in the field?” That is the 
principle by which Comcast is guided. 
Comcast looks at the expertise and 
experience of the particular lawyer to 
find the best person for the job in each 
particular region and specialty.  

Mesher and Wang prefer to have 
one “relationship partner” in each firm 
who serves as their primary contact 
person on all matters. Wang said he 
wants to know everything involving 
a legal matter once outside counsel is 
hired. He will review every piece of 
information that is sent to him down 
to the smallest detail, viewing it as 
his job. Mesher expects his in-house 
lawyers to be engaged in the strategic 
decisions and planning and said most 
of the corporate deals are handled 
in-house. Neither Comcast nor Saint-
Gobain had any formalized status re-
porting requirements.  

Both companies diligently negotiate 
their hourly rates. Comcast frequently 
includes performance-based bonuses 
in their negotiated fee agreements. 
Mesher would like firms to make 
discounted fee proposals proactively. 
Saint-Gobain will ordinarily not pay 

more than $500 per hour. Neither com-
pany had much interest in alternative 
fee arrangements and were content 
with hourly billing. Mesher and Wang 
both said that budgeting is very dif-
ficult on legal matters and is not com-
mon. They said firms should show 
time that is written down on their bill. 
Firms often write down excessive time 
or “learning time” but it is very rarely 
shown as a “no charge” item on the bill 
and the firm loses the goodwill associ-
ated with that gesture.  

As for billing guidelines, Wang ex-
plained that their initial engagement 
letter sets out the working lawyers, 
the rates, and what other charges can 
be included on the bill. Saint-Gobain 
has very elaborate billing guidelines. 
Mesher does not like charges for over-
night delivery because anybody can 
scan and e-mail documents. Wang 
does not like overnight charges for 
“Saturday delivery” because they are 
rarely in the office on Saturdays.

When asked at the end what pearls 
of wisdom the panelists could offer to 
the audience, they agreed, “no more 
fruit baskets!”

Eric C. Milby, a shareholder with Lundy, Flitter, Beldecos 
& Berger, P.C., is treasurer of the Business Law Section.

Business Law Section

Corporate Counsel Explain Outside Selection



by Jocelyn Gabrynowicz Hill

Young Lawyers Division Chair Alan 
Nochumson plans to build on the 
successes of 2006 by offering a wide 
array of programs and events that will 
attract more members of the division 
to Bar Association activities.

Speaking at the YLD’s Feb. 21 
Annual Meeting at the Doubletree 
Hotel, Nochumson thanked Immed-
iate-Past YLD Chair Michael B. Hayes 
for his leadership in 2006. “Mike’s 
commitment to the legal community 
and to the Bar Association is an 
inspiration to all of us,” he said.

Along with YLD signature events 
such as Comedy Night and Summer 
in the City, Nochumson told members 
to be on the lookout for the new Live 
Lunch and Learn series, as well as the 
much-anticipated LawyerPalooza - a 
concert for lawyers by lawyers.

Nochumson, who recently started 
his own firm, Nochumson P.C., said 
“I was lucky to have a network of 
attorneys and professionals to lean on 
for guidance.  Many of our members 
are not as lucky.”  To serve that need, 
the YLD will host a luncheon series 
titled “Live Lunch and Learn.” In this 
2007 luncheon series, the YLD is 
partnering with other bar association 
committees and Philadelphia 
organizations to address the practical 
concerns attorneys face as their careers 
progress.

“We, as a Division and as a Bar 
Association, also must do a better job 
of being engaged as Philadelphians,” 
he said. The YLD will continue to host 
its nationally award-winning program, 
Philadelphia 2020, as a way to educate 
members about issues of regional 
economic and political concern.

“Members of the YLD are our future 
business, political and civic leaders. We 
as a city cannot afford for our future 
leaders to be unengaged, uninformed, 
or apathetic,” Nochumson said.

During the luncheon, the YLD 
recognized two individuals and one 
organization for their contributions to 
the YLD and the community.

The YLD awarded Immediate-
Past Chancellor Alan M. Feldman, a 
former YLD chair, with the F. Sean 
Peretta Service Award for his “Raising 
the Bar” campaign. The award is 
presented annually to an individual 
who has made unique or innovative 
contributions to the community. 
Raising the Bar raised nearly $1.5 
million for the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation and changed the face 
of charitable giving in the legal 
community.

Thomas A. Spratt Jr., an associate at 
Pepper Hamilton LLP, was presented 

with the Craig M. Perry Service Award. 
This award is presented annually to a 
young lawyer who has devoted time 
and energy to community-oriented 
activities, including pro bono and 
charity work. Spratt is a dedicated 
volunteer for the Community 
Bankruptcy Assistance Project.  Since 
the 2005 reform in bankruptcy laws, 
CBAP has been instrumental in helping 
people survive financial hardship. 
Spratt also volunteers for Philadelphia 

VIP. 
The YLD Vision award was presented 
to LexisNexis for its support and 
promotion of YLD programs, such as 
the YLD Summer in the City event. 
This award is presented annually to 
an organization providing outstanding 
support in the fulfillment of the YLD 
mission.

Jocelyn Gabrynowicz Hill, law clerk to Philadelphia Court 
of Common Pleas Judge Mark I. Bernstein, is secretary of 
the Young Lawyers Division.
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Young Lawyers Division Annual Meeting

Nochumson Focuses on Events for Members

Immediate-Past YLD Chair Michael B. Hayes (above) presents the F. Sean Peretta Service 
Award to Immediate-Past Chancellor Alan M. Feldman at the YLD’s Feb. 21 Annual Meeting. 
Hayes presented the Craig M. Perry Service Award to Thomas A. Spratt Jr. (above right).
Jennifer Collette (right) accepted the YLD Vision Award on behalf of LexisNexis.

Immediate-Past YLD Chair Michael B. Hayes (above) passes a ceremonial gavel to YLD Chair Alan Nochumson.
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by Brett Schaeffer

How much do starting associates 
at mid-size Philadelphia firms make? 
What should young attorneys consider 
editing from their MySpace page? And 
what can be done to increase minority 
participation and advancement at local 
law firms?

Read what the Bar Association’s 
young lawyers are saying about these 
topics and more at PhiLAWdelphia 
– the new blog of the Young Lawyers 
Division.

For the uninitiated, blog is short for 
web log – a diary-style Web site. Blogs 
can be personal in nature (what I did 
on my summer vacation); professional 
(here’s the latest information on the 
summer vacation industry); or both 
(here’s the latest on the summer vaca-
tion industry and, by the way, I had 
a great time at Lake Winnebago last 

summer).
A blog is also an excellent way to 

share information among a community 
of people. 

“The Bar Association has created a 
forum to cultivate an honest discussion 
of many of the issues that affect young 
lawyers on a daily basis. This blog will 
address both their professional and 
personal needs,” YLD Chair Alan No-
chumson said. 

Several members of the YLD Execu-
tive Committee maintain the blog, rep-
resenting a diverse cross-section of the 
city and areas of legal practice.

To access the YLD blog, go to the 
YLD section of philadelphiabar.org and 
click on the PhiLAWdelphia logo, or 
type philawdelphia.wordpress.com di-
rectly into your Web browser.

To comment on a blog post, follow 
these easy steps: 

1. Click on the “Comment” link at 
the bottom of the post.

A new window will appear with a 
comment form at the end of the post.

2. Enter your name and an e-mail 
address – which will not be published.

3. Type in your comment and click 
“Submit.”

It’s as simple as sending an e-mail.
(There’s also a handy “Help” link at 

the top of the blog’s homepage that 
will address any technical questions.)

After adding a comment, check back 
to see if others responded, and – just 
like that – a lively dialogue has begun. 

Brett Schaeffer is Web editor for the Philadelphia Bar 
Association.
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by Heather J. Holloway

Do you dream? Do you have an 
ego? Can you listen and act? Do you 
like to be alone? Are you organized? 
Do you get excited about a task? If 
your answer is “yes” to any of these 
questions, St. Joseph’s University men’s 
basketball coach Phil Martelli says, 
“You’re a leader.”

Everyone does and must lead, Mar-
telli said during his keynote remarks 
at the Feb. 21 Young Lawyers Division 
Annual Meeting. Noting the impor-
tance of a dream, Martelli recalled 
his dream of coaching the St. Joseph’s 
team. As a child, he shared this dream, 
even though he had no idea what the 
job would entail.  Asking, “what is your 
dream and whom have you shared 
it with,” Martelli cautioned against 
concerns that you may not be able 
to achieve your dreams and instead 
focused on the importance of recogniz-
ing and voicing your dream.  

Martelli said you also need an ego 
and told the story of his daughter’s run 
for an eighth-grade student council 
position. When she made it to a run-
off against a boy in her class, Martelli’s 
daughter advised her father that she 
was going to vote for her opponent, 
despite the fact that she did not believe 
that her opponent was the best person 
for the position. When he learned that 
his daughter’s intention was motivated 
by concern that she may be subjected 
to harassment and criticism from other 

boys in the class if she prevailed, Mar-
telli suggested that his daughter vote 
for the best person. When his daughter 
reported that she won the race by one 
vote, Martelli never asked for whom 
she voted but rather expressed his 
hope that her ego was large enough to 
allow her to vote for herself.  

Listening and acting are also im-
portant, but Martelli cautioned that 
leaders also have a responsibility to 
encourage others and sometimes must 
act alone. Recalling the success of his 
2003-2004 team, Martelli noted that the 
most successful team members were 
able to lead while acting alone. These 

players would often practice alone, in 
the middle of the night. Energy and 
excitement also make a leader - if you 
are not excited and motivated by your 
task, why do it at all? While a leader 
must be a doer, he or she also has to 
be willing to delegate responsibility 
because “when you ask others to do 
more than they believe they are capa-
ble of doing,  the result is greater than 
they could ever have imagined.” 

Finally, Martelli spoke about the 
importance of organization. Recall-
ing his first practice as a high-school 
basketball coach, Martelli noted that 
he taught his team everything he knew 
about the game during the first prac-
tice. That was the only season of his 
career during which his team did not 
make the post-season.  Shortly thereaf-
ter, a friend asked him for his daily or 
weekly practice plan. When he advised 
that he had none, he was told that this 
omission was the reason for his failure. 
He now credits his ability to create a 
plan for the season as a part of his suc-
cess as a leader.  

Martelli closed with words of cau-
tion. “The success of a group assures 
the success of an individual. It is never, 
ever the other way around.” These and 
other thoughts that Martelli believes 
apply to everyone are further discussed 
in Don’t Call Me Coach, a book scheduled 
for release in October.

Heather J. Holloway, an associate at Thorp Reed & 
Armstrong, LLP, is an associate editor of the Philadelphia 
Bar Reporter. 

Young Lawyers Division Annual Meeting

Everyone Can Be a Leader, Martelli Tells YLD

“The success of a group assures the success of an individual. It is never ever the other way 
around,” St. Joseph’s University basketball coach Phil Martelli told members of the Young 
Lawyers Division at the YLD Annual Meeting on Feb. 21.

YLD Blog 
Launches

Web
check√
To access the new YLD blog, visit 
philawdelphia.wordpress.com

Law Week 
Preparations 
Under Way
by Amy Muldoon

Volunteer Philadelphia lawyers will 
offer free legal advice, welcome new 
American citizens, visit schools and 
invite inner-city students into their of-
fices Monday, April 30, through Friday, 
May 4. That’s when the Bar Association 
marks “Law Week 2007” with a host of 
special events and services reaching 
out to thousands of citizens.

 The weeklong law fest, sponsored 
by the 13,000-member Bar Association, 
is one of the most ambitious public 
outreach efforts of its type in the na-
tion. The theme for Law Week 2007 
is “Liberty Under Law: Empowering 
Youth, Assuring Democracy.” 

All of the Law Week activities are 
under the direction of Association 
Chancellor-Elect A. Michael Pratt, and 

continued on Page 14



by Brian S. Chacker

As busy professionals in the legal 
community, we frequently get caught 
up in the stresses of our daily profes-
sional lives, including the demands of 
billable hours, the responsibilities of 
representing our clients, the pressures 
of making partner and the building of 
our reputations. It is easy to forget that 
there is more to life than just work.  

Last year, to help remind us of the 
need to balance social life with work 
life, the Young Lawyer’s Division of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association decided to 
try something new – a Comedy Night.  
The Comedy Night was huge success, 

featuring Christian Finnegan of VH1’s 
Best Week Ever with local comic Anton 
Shuford as the opening act. Most im-
portantly, it raised more than $25,000 
for the Philadelphia Bar Foundation. 

This year, the YLD is going bigger, 
with bigger name talent. This year’s 
Second Annual Comedy Night will take 
place on Saturday, May 12, 2007 from 7 
to 11:30 p.m. at the Academy of Natural 
Sciences, located at 19th and the Ben 
Franklin Parkway. The entire event will 

be open bar and will include heavy 
hors d’oeuvres. It will feature comedian 
Ty Barnett, who was the runner-up 
in last season’s NBC hit, “Last Comic 
Standing.” Further, he has appeared on 
the “Tonight Show” and “The Late Late 
Show with Craig Ferguson.”  

are coordinated by the Association’s 
Young Lawyers Division with the help 
of scores of lawyer-volunteers. The YLD 
Law Week chair is Scott P. Sigman.

The following is a schedule of Law 
Week activities:

Monday, April 30
Monday kicks off a weeklong series 

of visits to Philadelphia school class-
rooms by volunteer lawyers with the 
Lawyer in the Classroom program. As 
part of this program, lawyers will visit 
different schools throughout the week 
to address students’ concerns about 
the law and the legal issues that af-
fect them as they enter adulthood, 
and answer questions about the legal 
profession. 

Tuesday, May 1
A naturalization ceremony wel-

coming dozens of new United States 
citizens will be held at the U.S. Court-
house, 6th and Market Streets in Phila-
delphia, at 10:30 a.m. The winner of the 

Edward F. Chacker Essay Contest will 
also read his or her essay.  

Wednesday, May 2
At lunchtime, dozens of Philadel-

phia attorneys will gather to provide 
free, in-person legal advice at a Law 
Fair, from 12 to 2 p.m., at The Gallery at 
Market East in Center City. Attorneys 
will provide answers to legal questions 
on a broad range of topics, including 
landlord/tenant law, divorce and child 
custody matters, estate planning, real 
estate law and employment law. 

Also on Wednesday, free legal ad-
vice will be given to those who call 
the LegalLine hotline. From 5 to 8 p.m., 
area residents can call lawyers at (215) 
238-6333 and have their legal ques-
tions answered free and confidentially. 
The lawyers will staff a phone bank at 
Bar headquarters, 1101 Market St., 11th 
floor.

Thursday, May 3
The First Judicial District and Penn-

sylvanians for Modern Courts will 
sponsor the 8th Annual Juror Appre-
ciation Day at 8:30 a.m. in the Criminal 

Justice Center’s Jury Assembly Room 
on the first floor to recognize the cru-
cial public service performed by local 
citizens who respond to jury duty.

Friday, May 4
Volunteer attorneys and judges pair 

with high school students and “show 
them the ropes” of their jobs by tak-
ing them to their offices and into the 
courts during the Lawyer for a Day 
program. Several city courtrooms will 
be open to allow the participants to 
observe the proceedings. The students 
will meet the lawyers and judges at 

the Bar Association at 8:30 a.m., and all 
participants are invited back to the Bar 
Association at 12 p.m. for a conclud-
ing lunch, during which students will 
recount their experiences and hear 
from various speakers including a 
keynote address by Philadelphia Court 
of Common Pleas President Judge C. 
Darnell Jones II and his daughter, FOX 
29 morning anchor Sheinelle Jones. For 
additional information, visit philadel-
phiabar.org.

Amy Muldoon is public relations coordinator for the 
Philadelphia Bar Association.
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LAW WEEK
Continued from Page 13

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY / ETHICS MATTERS

James C. Schwartzman, Esq.
1818 Market Street, 29th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103

(215) 751-2863





Ty Barnett to Headline YLD Comedy Night

YLD	UPDATE Web
check√
To order tickets for YLD Comedy 
Night, visit philadelphiabar.org.

INCORPORATION
AND 

LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY FORMATION

CONVENIENT, COURTEOUS SAME DAY SERVICE

PREPARATION AND FILING SERVICES IN ALL STATES

CORPORATION OUTFITS AND
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY OUTFITS

SAME DAY SHIPMENT OF YOUR ORDER

CORPORATE STATUS REPORTS
UCC, LIEN AND JUDGMENT SEARCH SERVICES

DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL SERVICES

M. BURR KEIM COMPANY
SERVING THE LEGAL PROFESSION SINCE 1931

2021 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

PHONE: (215) 563-8113

FAX: (215) 977-9386

WWW.MBURRKEIM.COM

continued on Page 21 Ty Barnett
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by Elaine Rinaldi

Since opening its doors in 1966, 
Community Legal Services, Inc. has 
served more than 1 million individu-
als, who otherwise would not have had 
access to the legal system. On aver-
age, CLS handles 15,000 cases per year 
between their Center City and North 
Philadelphia offices.

The average income of a client with 
a family of four is just $24,000, placing 
them below the poverty level. Why 
then are so many of Philadelphia’s 
poor obtaining mortgages and home 
equity loans with monthly payments 
that exceed their income? The answer 
is simple – the predatory lending prac-
tices of sub-prime lenders. As a result, 
CLS is facing a significantly higher vol-
ume of foreclosures. While foreclosures 
have always existed, the causes are 
changing. At one time, the Consumer 
Law Unit of CLS worked with individu-
als faced with losing their homes due 
to a sick family member or a lost job. 
Now, many are walking into the office 
facing foreclosure because of home 
equity loans or mortgages they simply 
could not afford and for which they 
should never have qualified.  

For example, Mary Smith lived 
in her home for more than 40 years. 
Elderly and bedridden, she was liv-
ing off her Social Security income and 
pension. A relative needed $2,000 for 
a legal emergency and Mary agreed 
to put her house up for a loan. Her 
relative found a mortgage company, 
but the lender arranged a loan for 
$40,000, not $2,000, and showed up at 
Mary’s bedside to get her to sign the 
loan agreement. Including taxes and 
insurance, her mortgage payment was 
more than half her monthly income. 
As Mary did not understand what 
had transpired, she did not make any 
payments on the loan, foreclosure pro-
ceedings were instituted, and a judg-
ment was entered against Mary. Her 
home was scheduled for a sheriff’s sale.

At the time, Mary’s care was 
overseen by the University of Penn-
sylvania’s Living Independently for 
Elders (LIFE) program.  Fortunately for 
Mary, her social worker discovered 
the sheriff’s sale notice and called the 
predatory lending hotline, “Don’t Bor-

row Trouble,” operated by Philadel-
phia Legal Assistance (PLA). The social 
worker was immediately referred to a 
consumer law attorney at CLS.

Together, the consumer law attorney 
and the LIFE social worker collected 
Mary’s documents. Ten days later, after 
meeting with Mary at her home, the 
CLS attorney submitted an emergency 
petition to stop the sale. With the help 
and skill of CLS, she was able to keep 
her home and a settlement is being 
worked out.

In addition to obtaining legal rem-
edies for individuals like Mary, CLS 
also works on behalf of large classes 
of individuals being adversely affected 
by predatory lenders and others.  In 
2003, CLS filed a class action against a 
national mortgage servicing company 
that resulted in the dismissal of more 
than 1,200 foreclosures in Pennsylva-

nia. The homeowners then had the 
opportunity to seek mortgage assis-
tance from the Pennsylvania Housing 
Finance Agency and many were able to 
keep their homes.

Not only does CLS perform com-
mendable work for their clients, but 
their attorneys and staff work hard 
to change local and state regulations 
that ultimately make an economic dif-
ference for those in our community. 
Whether it is helping to set up a day 
care program for women making the 
transition from welfare to work, pro-
viding a language access program to 
immigrants or saving a home from 
foreclosure, CLS holds a vitally im-
portant place in making Philadelphia 
a better place to live and work.  The 
agency has a staff of 105 attorneys, 
paralegals and administrative person-
nel who are all truly dedicated to solv-

ing the legal problems of the disadvan-
taged in Philadelphia.

With more than 15,000 walk-ins 
per year, the agency is still only meet-
ing the needs of 20 percent of those 
in need. No one, however, leaves the 
CLS office without some form of ad-
vice or a referral. The Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation supports Community Legal 
Services through grants made possible 
by campaigns, special events and your 
individual contributions. We hope you 
will help us to support the wonderful 
work of CLS and all our grantees and 
be receptive to our calls and letters. If 
we all contribute just a small amount, 
we can make a significant difference in 
the lives of so many.

Elaine Rinaldi, a partner at Cozen O’Connor, is president 
of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation. Her e-mail address 
is ERinaldi@cozen.com.

BAR	FOUNDATION

CLS Winning Fight Against Predatory Lenders

The ACE Club – designed by golf legend Gary Player 
– will be the site for the 2007 Philadelphia Bar Foundation 
Golf Classic. 

The 19th edition of the Golf Classic will be held on Tues-
day, June 26. The event is chaired by Rod E. Wittenberg and 
Grant S. Palmer.

The ACE Club is a 7,500-yard, par 72 course. Golfers will 
encounter rolling topography, streams, lakes, trees, open 
ground, wetland habitat, natural rock outcroppings and his-
toric architectural sites - all in 18 challenging golf holes. Each 
hole presents a strategic option, true to Player’s traditional 
design philosophy. 

“This signature Gary Player redesign of a classic golf 
course will appeal to golfers of all ability,” said Wittenberg.

“The event has been moved to the world-class ACE Club 
in Lafayette Hill to provide a new golfing challenge to our 
participants,” added Palmer.

Proceeds from the Golf Classic go to the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation, the charitable arm of the Association. In 2006, 
the Foundation distributed $428,000 in grants to 30 legal 
services organizations. The grants are given to organizations 
serving Philadelphians struggling with poverty, abuse and 
discrimination. 

For information on sponsorships and reservations, con-
tact Maureen Mingey, executive dirctor of the Philadelphia 
Bar Foundation, at (215) 238-6334.

For more information about The ACE Club, visit theace-
clubonline.com.

The ACE Club’s 11th hole is a 445-yard par 4. The course features four par-5s, measuring 541, 573, 589 and 605 yards.

Golf Classic June 26 at ACE Club



PHILADELPHIA

1�	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			APRIL	�007	/	BAR	REPORTER

Let your uncle
help you get to work.

SEPTA/DART First State/NJ TRANSIT
PATCO/VPSI Commuter Vanpools/AMTRAKDelaware Valley Regional Planning Commission

TransitChek can save you up to $400 a year by letting you pay for your public transit or van pool 
commute with pre-tax earnings. Your boss will thank you because employers get a tax break, too.
For info, visit GetTransitChek.org or call 1-800-355-5000. Learn how you both can send less money to Uncle Sam.

Getting to work can be a lot less taxing.

Delaware Valley

Need to find the address of a col-
league or judge? Want to check out 
who’s serving on the board of direc-
tors of the organization for which you 
volunteer? Looking for the telephone 
number of a legislator, government of-
ficial or area bar association?

If your copy of The Legal Directory 2007 
isn’t close at hand, the information is 
still right at your fingertips, thanks to 
The Legal Directory Online.

In an effort to provide Philadelphia-
area attorneys and law firms immediate 
access to the information they’ve come 
to rely upon, The Legal Directory 2007 and 
The Legal Directory Online are again 
available together at one low price.  

Every hard-copy edition of The Legal 
Directory 2007 – the official publication 
of the Philadelphia Bar Association – 
will come with a complimentary online 
subscription, good from April 1, 2007 
through March 31, 2008. 

Both the printed and online editions 
of The Legal Directory contain compre-
hensive, up-to-date listings of area law 
firms and attorneys. Because the online 
listings can be updated throughout the 
year, you’re guaranteed the most cur-
rent information available.

The Legal Directory Online also in-
cludes all the indispensable resources 
found in the printed directory – links 

to information about the Bar Associa-
tion, its officers and committees; con-
tacts for state, federal and local govern-
ment agencies; listings of law-related 
associations, organizations and law 
schools; and an index of area judges. 

Plus, The Legal Directory Online also 
has information on local court rules, 
links to area bar associations and other 
content of interest to the legal commu-
nity. This provides a one-stop resource 
for all your legal information needs. 

Don’t be fooled by would-be imita-
tors – only The Legal Directory 2007 is the 
official publication of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association. And it’s complemented 
by the constantly updated content ac-
cessible through The Legal Directory 
Online. 

Both the printed book and on-
line access are available for one price 
— $77.95, plus shipping and tax. 

Legal Directory Subscription 
Includes Access to Web Version

Web
check√
To order your copy of The 
Legal Directory 2007, visit 
thelegaldirectory.org.

Minorities in the Profession Committee

More Diversity Work 
to be Done, Panel Says
by Shelley R. Smith

Though progress has been made, 
minority lawyers have yet to achieve 
the sense of professional comfort they 
perceive among their majority counter-
parts, a panel of minority bar leaders 
has concluded.

Nearly 100 people attended the Feb. 
28 panel discussion meeting of the Mi-
norities in the Profession Committee. 
The panelists focused on what is being 
done to expand opportunity within 
Philadelphia’s diverse legal community.

On the positive side, the panelists  
- Grace Manno, president of the Asian 
American Bar Association of the Dela-
ware Valley; David Garnes, president 
of the Barristers’ Association of Phila-
delphia; Theresa Rodriguez, vice-presi-
dent of the Hispanic Bar Association of 
Pennsylvania; Reetu Dandora, president 
of the South Asian Bar Association of 
Philadelphia; and Barbara Simmons, 
president of the National Bar Associa-
tion, Women Lawyers’ Division – ac-
knowledged that participation in the 
Bar Association by minority lawyers 
had increased.

The Bar’s sponsorship of diversity 
forums and of the activities of the Mi-
norities in the Profession Committee 
has encouraged the greater involve-
ment of minority lawyers.  So, too, has 
the inclusion of minority representa-
tives on the Bar’s Board of Governors 
and such major Bar committees as the 
Commission on Judicial Selection and 
Retention.  The Bar’s 1993 Statement 
of Goals for the hiring and retention 
of minority attorneys, signed by more 
than 50 Philadelphia legal employers, 
underscored the Bar’s commitment to 
addressing the disadvantages confront-
ed by its minority constituents. 

Clear from the audience reaction, 
however, was the concern that despite 
these efforts, minority lawyers still 

seem unsure that Bar involvement in-
trinsically enhances their quest for pro-
fessional success. Attendees asked the 
Bar Association to spotlight and reward 
corporate policies that give law firms 
economic incentive to hire and retain 
minority lawyers. Lawyers in smaller 
and solo practices observed that the 
Bar’s diversity efforts target minority 
lawyers in large firms at the expense of 
their counterparts in other practice set-
tings. One minority partner in a major-
ity firm noted the difficulty in attract-
ing a portion of the business dedicated 
by corporations to “minority” firms, a 
problem confirmed by a corporate in-
house counsel who acknowledged that 
this segment of the community can slip 
through the cracks of corporate diver-
sity policies that set aside percentages 
of business for “disadvantaged” firms as 
traditionally defined.      

The forum’s recurrent theme was 
the frustration that the conversation 
about diversity is itself becoming dis-
turbingly redundant. Years of explicit 
commitment by the Bar Association 
seem not to have had deep substan-
tive impact on the legal profession at 
large, where minority lawyers are now 
hired more aggressively but still find 
long-term success elusive without the 
requisite mentoring and practice de-
velopment. “We had these same discus-
sions 20 years ago when I first became 
a lawyer,” said Chancellor-Elect A. Mi-
chael Pratt.

At the very least, Pratt’s comment 
suggests that current Bar leadership 
will not be satisfied with the diversity 
status quo. Pratt, Chancellor Jane Dal-
ton, and Vice Chancellor Sadye Ladov 
have been united in expressing their 
determination to achieve meaningful 
progress in the immediate future.

Shelley R. Smith is of counsel at Ballard, Spahr, Andrews, 
& Ingersoll, LLP.

Panelists (from left) Barbara Simmons, Reetu Dandora, Grace Manno and David Garnes, 
along with Theresa Rodriguez (not pictured), focused on opportunities for minority lawyers 
at the Feb. 28 meeting of the Minorities in the Profession Committee. 
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Every 2007 Legal Directory Comes With
A Free Online SubScriptiOn!
  

Philadelphia
Montgomery

Delaware
Chester

Bucks   

Now With Free 

Online Directory

The Legal Directory 2007 plus The Legal Directory Online
are together again at one low price! Every hard-copy edition comes with 
a complimentary online subscription.

As always, both printed and online editions of The Legal Directory contain 
comprehensive, up-to-date listings of area law firms and attorneys.

AGAIN for 2007! >>>
The online version includes all the indispensable resources found 
in the printed directory – links to the Philadelphia Bar Association, 
its officers and committees; contacts for state, federal and local 
government agencies; listings of law-related associations, 
organizations and law schools; and an index of area judges.

Plus >>>
The Legal Directory Online includes other valuable features – 
local court rules, links to area bar associations and other 
content of interest to the legal community.

It’s all avaIlable,
both the printed book and expanded online resource, for one low price –

$77.95
plus shipping and tax.

to order >>>
Go to www.thelegaldirectory.org or call 
410-828-0120 ext. 503 to have an order form faxed to you.

Now 
AvAIlAble!

Order while 
supplies last!

The Legal Directory c/o Media Two
22 W. Pennsylvania Ave., Suite 305, Towson, MD 21204

Used by more than 

25,000

Lawyers, Legal Support 

Staff, Government and 

Court Officials.
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Association Assistant Executive Director Paul Kazaras (from left), Chancellor Jane Dalton and Board of Governors member Jaqueline 
Segal were among the panelists at the CLE seminar “Pandemic and Disaster Planning: Are We Really Prepared?” on March 14. Other 
panelists for the program included Gabriel J. Chorno, Shannon Fitzpatrick, James A. Matthews III and Dr. Steve Alles.

and Productivity under former Mayor 
Edward G. Rendell.

Nutter spent nearly 15 years as a 
member of Philadelphia City Coun-
cil. He has also served as Democratic 
Ward Leader of the 52nd Ward since 
1990 and has served as chairman of the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center Au-
thority Board since 2003.

Taubenberger, the lone Republican 
in the race, is president of the Greater 
Northeast Chamber of Commerce.

The program is co-sponsored by 
the Criminal Justice Section and Young 
Lawyers Division, the Barristers’ Asso-
ciation of Philadelphia, the South Asian 
Bar Association, the Asian American 
Bar Association of the Delaware Valley, 
the Hispanic Bar Association and the 
National Bar Association Women Law-
yers Division.

FORUM
Continued from Page 1
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community and be part of the broader community.
Seventh, increasingly, judges need strong adminis-

trative skills to balance the demands of long court lists 
and complex litigation. Effective administrative skills 
are necessary to dispose of cases within reasonable 
time limits without sacrificing the legitimate needs of 
individual litigants or their counsel. 

Eighth, a judge’s professional life should demon-
strate efforts to improve the quality of justice for all 
citizens. Such efforts might include, among others, ac-

tive participation in the work of local, state or national 
professional associations and organizations. 

Ninth, a judge should demonstrate sound judg-
ment in his or her professional life. This means reli-
ability, diligence, perseverance, common sense and 
attentiveness. A judge should possess good work 
habits and the ability to set priorities in relation to the 
importance of the tasks to be accomplished. 

Finally, a judge must always be faithful to what 
Learned Hand called “the spirit of liberty.” Hand said 
that “the spirit of liberty is the spirit which is not too 
sure that it is right; the spirit of liberty is the spirit 
which seeks to understand the minds of other men 

and women; the spirit of liberty is the spirit which 
weighs their interests alongside its own without bias.”

Only when it embraces this spirit of liberty can the 
law exercise true neutrality. That depends on good 
judges. And that is why the Bar Association identi-
fies the most qualified candidates to recommend for 
judicial election and retention and why we would all 
do well to follow those recommendations and urge 
others to do the same. Only in that way can we make 
the right choices when we vote in the primary election 
on May 15.

Jane Leslie Dalton, a partner at Duane Morris LLP, is Chancellor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association. Her e-mail address is chancellor@philabar.org.

FRONTLINE
Continued from Page 3

Disaster Planning CLE Program

DON’T TAX YOURSELF!
Between Philadelphia’s 10 year tax abatement program* and the

freedom of a low-maintenance home, Packer Park is the place to

be! Free yourself from rent, build equity and take more deductions

on next years taxes. You'll LOVE.LIFE.HERE. TM

Open Monday - Friday 11-5; Saturday & Sunday 12-5. 
Located off 20th Street between Packer and Pattison Aves.

Convenient to Center City, Rt. 76, I-95 and Phila. Inter’l Airport.

215.389.9881 | westrum.com
Capozzi Real Estate/Ins. LTD. 215.551.5100. Broker co-ops welcome.

*See salesperson for details.

2-3 bedroom/2.5 bath luxury townhomes
with garages from the low $300’s

Decorated builder’s 
model for sale!

2-3 bedroom/2 full bath elevator
condominiums from the low $300’s 

2 new decorated 
models now open!

The coolest homes in Philadelphia’s hottest neighborhoods.™
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by Ria C. Momblanco

Preparation, confidence and know-
ing how to play fair are key strategies 
for effective advocacy, three women 
judges told members of the Women in 
the Profession Committee at a recent 
meeting.

The panel on “Judicial Tips for Ef-
fective Advocacy” featured U.S. District 
Court Judge Cynthia M. Rufe, U.S. Dis-
trict Court Magistrate Judge Linda K. 
Caracappa and Philadelphia Court of 
Common Pleas Judge Marlene F. Lach-
man at the committee’s Feb. 27 meet-
ing.  

Judge Rufe emphasized that when 
it comes to advocacy, confidence and 
preparation are critical factors. “It’s the 
confidence that impresses people with 
your arguments,” said Judge Rufe. It is 
important to remember that grooming, 
personal style, demeanor, and verbal 
and non-verbal communications each 
contribute to how others perceive you. 
“You need to communicate confidence 
and conviction in who you are, who 
you represent, what you represent, and 
that you’ve got it all together.”

Preparation is part of the key to 
gaining and exuding confidence in 
your arguments. “Your preparation is 
what wins the case, your preparation is 
what puts confidence in you, and then 
your preparation on the law, on the 
facts, on the rules … makes you a win-
ning attorney,” Judge Rufe said.

Judge Caracappa advised that good 
advocates practice good sportsman-
ship. We could probably learn a few 
lessons from Little League baseball 
where “knowing how to win and how 
to lose” is important, she said, and 
“understanding before the game even 
starts in little league baseball, … that 
one side will lose today. Losing is part 
of the game.” This translates into re-
fraining from the urge to win every 
argument, especially when those argu-
ments will probably have little or no 
impact on the outcome of the case.  

According to Judge Caracappa, it is also 
important for attorneys to remember 
not to “mother” their clients.  Instead, 
attorneys should give clients a fair and 
realistic evaluation of the case based 
on sound research and analysis.  

Judge Caracappa also advised 
against engaging in an argument with 
the judge. She acknowledged that while 
there is probably no such thing as a 
perfect trial, judges strive to give each 
party the fairest trial possible.

Judge Lachman recommended that 
an advocate should always try to get 
a realistic picture of how he or she is 
perceived by the judge, jury, opposing 
counsel and colleagues. She suggested 
asking for advice from a harsh but 
honest critic, such as a teenage family 
member.

With respect to trial advocacy, Judge 
Lachman noted that advocates have 
the important role of educating the 
jury about their client’s case. Because 
of this, lawyers should be prepared to 
define uncommon terminology and to 

explain issues in a manner that makes 
it easy for laypeople to understand. She 
recommended using visual aids to help 
the jury in the education process. Even 
something as simple as a chart that 
outlines the testimony of a fact witness 
can be an effective and persuasive tool.  

All three judges agreed that when 
presenting an argument, it is best to 
address the court and others with re-
spect and to avoid theatrics. Jurors and 
judges often see through posturing and 
overstated arguments, and they can be 
put off by inappropriate facial expres-
sions or subtle personal attacks on 
opposing counsel. Young lawyers who 
find themselves on the receiving end 
of comments or behavior that is meant 
to intimidate or undercut their perfor-
mance should resist the urge to return 
like with like. The best response is to 
bring the focus of the discussion back 
to the litigation issues at hand and to 
react in a professional manner.  

Ria C. Momblanco is an associate with Fine, Kaplan and 
Black, R.P.C.

Women in the Profession Committee

Judges Stress Need for Confidence

Judges (standing, from left) Linda K. Caracappa, Cynthia M. Rufe and Marlene Lachman 
offered their observations on effective advocacy on Feb. 27 before members of the Women 
in the Profession Committee. Seated (from left) are committee co-chairs Roberta D. 
Liebenberg and Maria Feeley.
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by Sunah Park

On a recent flight, a flight atten-
dant announced, “Is there a doctor on 
board?” My first reaction was, “Oh no, 
are we going to have to make an emer-
gency landing (i.e., my trip is going to 
be delayed).” My second thought, which 
I shared with my companion, also a 
lawyer, was, “Why don’t they ever ask 
if there’s a lawyer on the plane?” Of 
course, I was joking – I doubt anyone 
would announce that question on a 
plane. But I do know that people have 
conversations on planes where even-
tually someone asks the person next to 
them if they know a good lawyer.  

 Growing up, I never knew any law-
yers. I never met one until I worked at 
my family’s Center City restaurant in 
the early 1990s. More than half of the 
customers were lawyers. But when we 
were launching our business, we didn’t 
know a single lawyer we could ask for 
help. We ended up hiring a lawyer who 
was the husband of a woman my sister 
worked with at Reading Terminal Mar-
ket. Later on, we hired another lawyer 
based on the recommendation of our 
sous-chef. I went to law school in large 
part because I got tired of paying our 
lawyers (and because the restaurant 
closed due to a lease that basically had 
us working for the landlord).

 One of the benefits of my being a 
lawyer and being involved in the many 
bar associations is knowing plenty 
of lawyers. In fact, I know plenty of 
good lawyers. If I had known some of 
these lawyers back when my family 
was starting our restaurant, maybe the 
restaurant would still be running. But 
considering those three years were the 
hardest years of my life, I am glad I did 
not know these lawyers back then. For 
now, I consider myself very lucky that 
I have a considerable network of peers 
and colleagues whom I could refer if 
anyone ever asks me on a plane if I 
know a good lawyer. And I can always 
suggest the Bar’s Lawyer Referral and 
Information Service as well. 

 And by the way, my third thought 
after that announcement was, “Geez, I 
hope the person is OK.”

Sunah Park, a partner at Thorp Reed & Armstrong, LLP, 
is editor-in-chief of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

The First Judicial District’s Pro Bono 
Committee will hold its second event 
to honor attorneys for their pro bono 
work on Tuesday, April 24 in Room 653 
of Philadelphia City Hall.

The committee’s mission is to cre-
ate and promote a culture of pro bono 
service in Philadelphia’s Legal Com-
munity. The April 24 event begins 
with a panel discussion on pro bono 
services and the First Judicial District 
and will be followed by a brief recep-
tion in the Bonavitacola Law Library. 
Those attending the panel discussion 

will be eligible to receive 1.5 hours of 
continuing legal education credits.  The 
reception will include a presentation 
of certificates to these attorneys, along 
with lapel pins designed to signify their 
contributions.   

To be included on the First Judicial 
District’s Roll of Honor, an attorney 
must have been in private practice, 
not employed by an organization that 
provides free legal services, must have 
rendered the service to a low-income 
client without any fee (or expectation 
of fee), and must have rendered the 

legal services to the First Judicial Dis-
trict.  Submissions for inclusion on the 
2006 Roll of Honor concluded Jan. 12.

All members of the 2006 Pro Bono 
Roll of Honor are invited to attend 
this event for free, and should RSVP to 
Karen Blackburn at Karen.Blackburn@
courts.phila.gov. This event will cost 
$79 for attorneys who are not members 
of the Judicial Pro Bono Roll of Honor 
($59 for attorneys admitted less than 
five years). Paying registrants may reg-
ister online at www.pbi.org, or by call-
ing PBI at (800) 932-4637.

SUNAH	IN	THE	CITY

Know Where 
to Find Lawyers

FJD to Honor Pro Bono Work April 24



So many nice people have come to 
life over the article written about peo-
ple who did not get Academy Awards 
that an additional article seemed due 
on the subject of no winners. Of course, 
there are many artists who never got 
close to nominations and who have 
been submerged in public history. 
Strother Martin, a grizzled western star, 
most famously drawled out the line, 
“What we have here is a failure to com-
municate” in the 1967 film “Cool Hand 
Luke.” The phrase, which survived the 
film, became a codeword for the gen-
eration of protest.

The Oscar oddity of the age was 
photographer Hal Mohr, the only per-
son who ever got a competitive Oscar 
without having been nominated for 
one. He was the artist who photo-
graphed the Max Reinhart production 
of Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” in 1935 for Warner Bros. If 
anyone ever deserved an award for 
their work it was Mohr. Reinhart was 
the outstanding stage director of the 
time in Europe. He came to America 
at the insistence of Hitler. Warner Bros. 
hired him to direct a prestigious film 
and lined up an all-star cast for this 
one. Mickey Rooney was an excellent 
Puck, James Cagney played a hilarious 
Bottom and Joe E. Brown, Olivia De-
Haviland, Dick Powell and Victor Jory, 
among others, rounded out a distinctly 
American cast who did a splendid job 
in making this production work. Mohr, 
at Reinhart’s direction, gave the black-
and-white film an evocative showing, 
using light and reflection to evoke 
color where there was no color prod-
uct. The texture of the cinematography 
remains remarkable to this day. Mohr 
was not nominated and Jack Warner 
convinced voters to write-in Mohr, 
who was voted an award for his work.

Kirk Douglas, who was nomi-
nated three times (but not for his best 
work in “Detective Story” or “Paths of 

Glory”), broke the back of the shame-
ful blacklist and appeared in numer-
ous significant films in a distinguished 
career. Eduardo Cianelli, who played 
the heavy during many decades of fine 
work, uttered the great line in the 1958 
comedy “Houseboat,” when his daugh-
ter (Sophia Loren in her American 
debut) announces she is leaving home 
and will get a job. “I have given you 
the most expensive European educa-
tion money can buy. You don’t know 
how to do anything!”

Ralph Richardson was nominated 
twice for supporting roles. But his 
greatest work was in the 1948 Carol 
Reed film “The Fallen Idol,” in which he 
played a butler falsely accused of mur-
der by a little boy. Not a matinee idol, 
Richardson managed to play a lover 
with his eyes, and what a performance 
he gave. Not nominated. Ward Bond, 
who narrated and acted in “The Quiet 
Man,” was either a cop or a priest in 
most of the million films in which he 
got second bill. He finally made it big 
on television in “Wagon Train” but left 
us too early. And Billie Burke, the im-
mortal good witch, returned to acting 
when her husband Florenz Zeigfield 
lost his money in the stock market 
crash of 1929. She is remembered as 
a deft comedienne in the extensive 
work she did during the 1930s and 
‘40s. She played Topper’s wife and ap-
peared with John Barrymore in “Bill 

of Divorcement” in 1932, in which 
young Katherine Hepburn made her 
film debut. Unmentioned in the last 
installment was Barrymore’s wonderful 
turn in “Counselor at Law” in 1933, in 
which he played an attorney trying to 
hide his semitic heritage. No amount 
of talent could make Barrymore into a 
“boychik,” but the film was convincing 
in its details.

I also include Gene Tierney, who 
did such wonderful work in “Leave Her 
to Heaven” and “The Ghost and Mrs. 
Muir” in the 1940s (not to mention 
“Laura”). She was also one of the most 
beautiful creatures to grace the screen. 
Another great beauty was Hedy Lamar, 
the deeply luxurious Austrian beauty 
who was a discovery of Max Reinhart. 
Did you know that she held the patent 
for the magnetic torpedo head, which 
helped us during the war against the 
very same Hitler who persecuted the 
likes of Reinhart? Hedy couldn’t act 
either. But when she seductively ap-
peared from behind a beaded curtain 
and said, “I am Tondaleyo,” caution 
went out the window. And Irene 
Dunne, a popular musical star, did a 
wonderful job in the 1948 “I Remember 
Mama,” which got a nomination along 
with co-stars Oscar Homolka, Barbara 
Bel Geddes and Ellen Corby. Oddly, 
John Barrymore, who was considered 
one of the most distinguished actors 
of his time, often downplayed acting. 
When attending the 1926 funeral of the 
great Yiddish actor Jacob Adler, who 
was eulogized as the world’s greatest 
performer, Barrymore demurred and 
said that the greatest performer to his 
mind was a French vaudevillian whose 
act consisted of farting “La Marseillaise.” 
“Now that,” said Barrymore, “is a per-
former!”

Marc W. Reuben, a sole practitioner, is an advisory editor 
for the Philadelphia Bar Reporter and has been writing 
about the arts and media since 1973.
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According To...

What Springtime Activity Are You Looking Foward to?
“I can’t wait to take my 

1-year-old daughter out 

for her first bike ride.”

 

- Dawn M. Edge-McKendrick

“I am looking forward 

to spring soccer with my 

two sons, improving my 

golf game, running in 

the park and some land-

scaping projects around 

the house.”

- Terrence R. Cook

“I can’t wait to go run-

ning along West River 

Drive again.” 

                                        

     

                                        

        

  

- Marcie Seiler

ARTS	&	MEDIA

Oscar Snubs, Part II - The SequelBook Review

“Evidence”
a Must for 
Litigators
2007 Edition of Pennsylvania Rules of 
Evidence
by Judge Mark I. Bernstein
1,047 pages, $100 (includes free 
online updates), Gann Law Books

Reviewed by Michael H. Gaier

Leafing through the 2007 Edition of 
Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence, with Com-
ments and Annotations by Philadelphia 
Court of Common Pleas Judge Mark I. 
Bernstein, it is clear that Judge Bern-
stein is passionate about trial advocacy 
and knows evidence. Even though the 
text is 1,047 pages, the book is easy to 
use, reads well and looks authoritative 
on counsel’s table. This book is a must-
have for any litigator’s library.  

Whether the judge prepared the 
book for judges or for lawyers is hard 
to say. Counsel will find answers quick-
ly, and with plenty of authority to cite, 
no matter on which side of the aisle 
they stand. The thousands of opinions  
cited are done in an accessible, easy-
to-read summary-of-the-case fashion, 
giving lawyers a one-stop source for 
any issue that might arise before or 
during trial and the trial court judge 
the support for proper rulings. 

Its real value, however, comes 
from the fact that nearly every Com-
mon Pleas Court judge in the com-
monwealth uses the book. It is not 
uncommon to be called to a sidebar 
conference as the trial judge starts 
leafing through a dog-earned copy of 
Judge Bernstein’s book, the same one 
you’ve got in your hands, with notes 

continued on Page 22
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CLE COURSES

The CLE
Conference Center
Wanamaker Building
10th Floor, Ste.1010

Pennsylvania
Convention Center
12th & Arch Streets

Call PBI Customer
Service at

1-800-247-4724
to register for a course or

for more information.

Or, go to
www.pbi.org.

APRIL
4 / 4 Franchise and Distribution Law Developments • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

Judge Bernstein Presents Evidence Through the Movies with
Larry Bendesky • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

4 / 1 0 Real Estate Law Update • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
4 / 1 1 Handling Capital Cases • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

Practical Estate Planning Opportunities Using FLPs • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
4 / 1 2 Civil Rights in the 21st Century • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

Litigating Automobile Accidents Involving Roadway Defects • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
4 / 1 3 Time Mastery for Lawyers • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

Winning Before Trial: 10 Keys to Winning Depositions • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
4 / 1 6 Chapter 11 for Individuals and Small Businesses After the Amended Bankruptcy

Code • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
4 / 1 7 Intellectual Property Institute • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
4 / 1 8 Intellectual Property Institute • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

Investment Companies and Advisors • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
4 / 1 9 13th Annual Employment Law Institute • Pennsylvania Conv. Ctr.

Effective Legal Negotiation Skills • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
How To Handle A Child Abuse Case • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

4 / 2 0 13th Annual Employment Law Institute • Pennsylvania Conv. Ctr.
Representing an Individual Entering a Nursing Home • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
Speaking to Win • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

4 / 2 3 Constitutional Issues in the War on Terrorism • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
Internet Law Update 2007 • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

4 / 2 4 11th Annual Insurance Institute • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
4 / 2 5 Ethics Potpourri — Bates at 30: Three Decades of Lawyer Advertising Ethics;  Better Living

Through Neural Engineering; Civil Gideon: Developing a Right to Counsel in Civil
Matters;  Ethics Jeopardy;  PBA Legal Ethics and Professional Responsibility Committee
Update;  Robert Coles and a Lawyer’s Pursuit of Professionalism • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
Real Estate Law Update (Via Satellite) • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

4 / 2 6 Mergers & Acquisitions: Practice, Process...and Forms! • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
Practice & Procedure in the Court of Common Pleas for Philadelphia • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

4 / 2 7 10th Annual Federal Securities Law Forum • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
4 / 3 0 9th Annual Legal Issues in an Age of Aging • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

Representing Your Client With the IRS — Appeals, Audits, Collections and Offers in
Compromise • The CLE Conf. Ctr.

By Sheryl L. Axelrod

One of the best things I ever did as 
a lawyer was volunteer, and the best 

reward I got was 
knowing I’d made 
a difference. To be 
honest, it wasn’t 
just me; in 2001, 
Lisa Washington, 
Khadijah Scott 
and I coached the 
Overbrook High 
School Mock Trial 

Team and on that team, there was Josie. 
When we met Josie, she was tiny. 

She was short and thin but tiny in a 
more profound way, in her presence. 
She could enter a room unnoticed. She 
barely spoke and when she did, she 
almost whispered. 

She was the challenge Lisa, Khadijah 
and I faced, because the team’s teacher 
assigned Josie the role of an “attorney.” 
That meant she had to deliver opening 
and closing arguments, and Lisa, Khad-
ijah and I weren’t going for please-
don’t-notice-our-students-are-talking 
kind of arguments; we wanted zing. 
Josie also had to not only put on direct 
examinations, but handle objections 
and confront witnesses. A great cross 
can win a mock trial, and we set about 
to teach Josie to deliver one. 

Actually, what we set about to do 
was get Josie to speak up. When we 
began practicing, we couldn’t even 
hear her ask questions. “Mr. Brown,” 
she’d almost whisper, pleading, “you 
weren’t in the room at the time of 
the shooting?” We’d move away from 
her and say, “We can’t hear you. Take 
control of the witness. Speak up!” At 
first, Josie tried shouting at witnesses, 
“MR. BROWN, YOU WEREN’T IN THE 
ROOM AT THE TIME,” and then dis-
integrated in laughter. Slowly though, 
over time, she learned to project her 
voice ... and folks noticed. Teams began 
awarding her the “Best Advocate” prize. 
Opposing coaches started commenting, 
“She’s a star.”   

Then a funny thing started to hap-
pen. Slowly, over time, the shy, quiet, 
tiny person we’d met turned into a 
powerful, self-assured lady. This is a 
woman whose presence you notice. 

Josie went on to graduate from the 
University of California at Berkeley 
and now is considering getting a law 
degree.   

Good luck if you face her in a court-
room. You’ll need it.

Sheryl L. Axelrod is an associate at Comroe Hing LLP.

In Their Own Words

Mock Trial 
Transforms 
Shy Student

Sheryl L. Axelrod

Local headliner Chris Coccia will 
serve as host and opening act. There 
will be music and dancing before and 
after the show. Also, there will be a 
silent auction featuring gift certificates 
to popular local restaurants, museums, 
day spas and local sporting events.  

Comedy Night (in addition to pro-
viding a fun and relaxing social outlet)  
benefits the Philadelphia Bar Foun-
dation, the charitable arm of the Bar 

Association. The Foundation provides 
funding to 30 organizations providing 
direct legal services to those struggling 
with poverty, abuse and discrimination. 

We invite you to join us in mak-
ing this event a success. This will be 
a highly publicized event. In addition 
to reaching more than 13,000 lawyers 
in the Philadelphia area through the 
Association’s publications, mailings and 
Web sites, we will be reaching out to 
other groups, including The Young Pro-
fessionals Network, The Young America 
PAC and Philadelphia Forward.

 It is important to take a break from 
our busy lives and to enjoy ourselves. 
Now is your chance not only to have 
fun, but to help a good cause in the 
process ... and who knows, maybe be-
tween drinks and laughs you might 
make some new networking contacts. 
So come join us for good laughs, good 
drinks, good food and good fun, all 
for a great cause. We hope to see you 
there.

Brian S. Chacker, an associate at Gay Chacker & Mittin, 
is treasurer of the Young Lawyers Division.

YLD COMEDY NIGHT
Continued from Page 14
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Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled event may 
be subject to change by the committee or section chairs. 

Monday, April 2
Family Law Section – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Tuesday, April 3
Committee on the Legal Rights of Persons with Disabilities – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Committee Room.

Wednesday, April 4
Delivery of Legal Services Committee – meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Rules and Procedure Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, April 5
Civil Rights Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.
Health Care Law Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Friday, April 6
Good Friday – Bar Association offices closed.

Monday, April 9
Business Law Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, April 10
Chancellor’s Forum with Mayoral Candidates – 11:45 a.m., The CLE Conference Center, 10th 
floor, Wanamaker Building, Juniper and Market streets. RSVP – philadelphiabar.org.
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Board of Trustees – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Committee  
Room South.
Criminal Justice Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Wednesday, April 11
Appellate Courts Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, April 12
Solo and Small Firm Committee – meeting, 12 p.m.,11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:  
$7.50.
Legislative Liaison Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room South.  
Lunch: $7.50.

Friday, April 13
Philadelphia Lawyer magazine Editorial Board – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Committee 
Room South.

Monday, April 16
Public Interest Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, April 17
Cabinet – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Wednesday, April 18
Workers’ Compensation Section Executive Committee – meeting, 10:30 a.m., 11th floor 
Committee Room. 
Workers’ Compensation Section – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:  
$7.50.
Federal Courts Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
LegalLine – 5 p.m., 11th floor LRIS offices.

Thursday, April 19
Law Practice Management Division Technology Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.
Family Law Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room 
South.
Environmental Law Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Friday, April 20
Social Security Disability Benefits Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference  
Center. Lunch: $7.50.

Monday, April 23
Young Lawyers Division Cabinet – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.
Professional  Responsibility Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, April 24
Women in the Profession Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch:  
$7.50.
Criminal Justice Section – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.

Wednesday, April 25
Medical Legal Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Law Practice Management Division Business Management Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 
10th floor Board Room.

Thursday, April 26
Minorities in the Profession Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor  Conference Center. 
Lunch: $7.50.
Lawyer Referral and Information Service Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Committee 
Room South.
Elder Law Committee – meeting, 1 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Board of Governors – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Friday, April 27
Womens’ Rights Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.

Monday, April 30
Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Chancellor’s Forum on Diversity Best Practices - 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center.

Unless otherwise specified, all checks for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association 
and mailed to Bar Headquarters, 1101 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Send Bar Association-related cal-
endar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Fax: (215) 238-1267. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

CALENDAR

and highlighted sections throughout. A valid nervousness 
counsel may have is when the judge’s edition is more re-
cent than your own, a concern I just had in December in 
Northampton County, made more real by the fact that the 
2007 edition has cases through October 2006. 

Judge Bernstein is well known as an evidence expert, 
particularly on expert testimony. He has taught judges 
medical malpractice evidence, the law of Frye/Daubert 
and other issues of scientific evidence. This expertise is 
evident throughout the work. For instance, if the issue is 
whether expert testimony is required in a particular case, 
Section 702[4][a] provides eight alphabetized areas where 
such testimony is required, (i.e. emotional distress, future 
medical treatment), while §702[4][b] gives you just as many 
areas where expert testimony is not required (i.e., whether 
a body’s organ is vital, or water running on a roadway can 
cause a fatal accident). If those sections haven’t answered 
the question, §702[4][c] lays out even more areas where 
expert testimony, is not required, but is permissible (i.e., a 
psychiatrist can opine about a battered woman’s belief that 
she was acting in self-defense).

Fortunately, the book’s usefulness is not limited to the 
courtroom; every purchaser is entitled to use the unique 

online update service that allows specific key word search-
es and is continually updated with new cases by topic. 
The 2007 edition reviews nearly every case applicable to a 
particular rule and compares each rule’s federal counter-
part. Likewise, the policy sections give the practitioner the 
needed arguments when an issue has never been specifi-
cally addressed in precedent.

Judge Bernstein noticeably favors the Pennsylvania rules 
over the federal rules. For instance, Judge Bernstein prefers 
Pennsylvania practice requiring the expert witness to state 
the factual basis of the opinion during direct examination 
over the federal rule where the basis is usually disclosed 
during cross-examination. This is where Judge Bernstein’s 
passion for the trial process’ search for the truth becomes 
evident. He wants the Rules of Evidence to allow the jury to 
determine which parties’ facts are more convincing, rather 
than which expert is the better hired gun. Similarly, he 
disfavors the federal rule that allows an authoritative text 
to be read during direct examination. He believes this puts 
the book’s author on trial, not the testifying expert reading 
it in. Since the Pennsylvania rules generally only allows the 
text to be read during cross examination, one can tell Judge 
Bernstein wants the lawyers to give the evidence to the 
jury. Using this book is a fine way to get that done.  

Michael H. Gaier is a partner with Shaffer & Gaier, LLC.

REVIEW
Continued from Page 20

Help Available
for Senior Attorneys

Senior attorneys who become 
disabled or families of disabled or de-
ceased attorneys can now receive emer-
gency assistance on practice issues from 
the Senior Lawyers Professional and 
Public Service Committee.

“Anyone in need of assistance to 
handle an emergency in a practice or to 
wind down a practice is eligible,” said 
Louis W. Fryman, chair of the commit-
tee. 

“A widow of a single practitioner, a 
partner burdened with his own files, or 
an attorney who is disabled either for 
the short or long term can receive as-
sistance. It may be necessary to contact 
clients or the court concerning the pro-
blem or to review files in order to put 
the legal house in order,” he said.

Parties needing the committee’s help 
should call a Bar Association hotline at 
(215) 238-6391.
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Robert C. Heim, 
a partner with 
Dechert LLP and 
former Chancellor 
of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association, 
has assumed chair-
manship of the 
Board of Directors 

of Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts.

Lisa D. Eldridge, a shareholder with 
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman 
& Goggin, participated in the continu-
ing legal education seminar “Worker’s 
Compensation Update” presented by 
the Insurance Society of Philadelphia 
on March 9.

John R. Wash-
lick, a member of 
Cozen O’Connor, 
recently lectured 
at the “Pay-for-
Performance 
– The Next Steps” 
seminar hosted by 
VHA East Coast of 

Feasterville, Pa. Washlick focused his 
lecture on “Successful Contracting for 
Pay-for-Performance.”

H. Ronald Klasko, the founding 
partner of Klasko, Rulon, Stock and 
Seltzer LLP, recently served as a faculty 
member of a Pennsylvania Bar Institute 
program titled “Advising the Interna-
tional Executive.”

Kevin E. Ra-
phael, a share-
holder with 
Miller, Alfano & 
Raspanti, P.C., was 
a speaker at the 
American Bar As-
sociation Health 
Law Section’s 8th 

Annual Conference on Emerging Issues 
in Healthcare Law 2007 on Feb. 21-23 
in Orlando, Fla.

Joseph J. Serritella, a partner with 
Pepper Hamilton LLP, spoke at the 
Second Annual Chicago Conference on 
“Complex IP & Technology Transac-
tions: Mastering the Business and Legal 
Issues” in Chicago on March 21-22.

Stephanie J. Mensing, a partner 
with Wisniewski & Mensing, LLP, was 
a featured speaker at Philadelphia 

University’s “Legal Issues Facing The 
Freelance Designer” symposium.

Sarah E. Da-
vies, a member of 
Cozen O’Connor, 
served as a panelist 
discussing “Smart 
Recruiting: Finding 
Candidates Who 
Are The Right ‘Fit’ 
For Your Firm” at 

the American Conference Institute’s 
2007 National Conference on Summer 
Associate Program Development in 
New York. 

James J. Eisenhower, a partner 
with Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis 
LLP, attended an informal roundtable 
discussion and reception on Jan. 27 
with Prince Charles, the Prince of 
Wales, and with other students, trustees 
and alumni of the Marshall Scholar-
ship program. 

Joseph H. Jaco-
vini, chair of Dil-
worth Paxson LLP, 
recently received 
the American Jew-
ish Committee’s 
2007 Judge Learned 
Hand Award.

Jennifer A. 
Brandt, a mem-
ber of Cozen 
O’Connor, recently 
appeared on CN8 
Your Morning, The 
Comcast Network, 
to discuss the topic 
of taxes and di-

vorce. She also discussed the death of 
Anna Nicole Smith and the custody 
battle for her daughter.

Michael A. Morse, a shareholder 
with Miller, Alfano & Raspanti, P.C., 
spoke at the Pennsylvania Bar Insti-
tute’s 13th Annual Health Law Institute 
on March 13.

Gregory J. 
Nowak, a partner 
at Pepper Hamil-
ton LLP, served as 
the moderator of 
a panel discussion 
and workshop at 
the 5th Annual 
“Best Execution 

Symposium” on Feb. 26-27 at the New 
York Helmsley Hotel in New York City.

Jay A. Dubow, a partner with Pepper 
Hamilton LLP, was a presenter at the 
National Business Institute’s “Effective 
Federal Pre-Trial Practice” conference 
on Feb. 22.

Joseph M. Manko, a founding 
partner of Manko, Gold, Katcher & 
Fox, and a Penn Law lecturer in envi-

ronmental law, made a presentation 
on global warming at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Institute for Environ-
mental Studies on Feb. 28.

Julia M. Raf-
ferty, an associ-
ate with Stradley 
Ronon Stevens & 
Young, LLP, has 
been appointed 
secretary of the 
Professional Wom-
en’s Roundtable 

Board of Directors, and named chair of 
the group’s Board Development Com-
mittee.

Justin B. Wine-
burgh, a member 
of Cozen O’Connor, 
recently participat-
ed in a roundtable 
discussion on the 
topic of “Address-
ing Artists’ Needs” 
at the Bergen Per-

forming Arts Center in Englewood, N.J.

William A. 
Scari Jr., a part-
ner with Pepper 
Hamilton LLP, 
has been named 
Honorary Chair 
of Early Stage East 
2007. Early Stage 
East is a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to seeing early 
stage companies grow and succeed.

James C. 
Schwartzman, 
a shareholder of 
Stevens & Lee, has 
been unanimously 
re-elected as vice 
chair of the Board 
of Directors of 
the Southeastern 

Pennsylvania Transportation Authority. 
A member of the SEPTA board since 
1991, he has served as vice chairman 
since 1998. 

Marc S. Ras-
panti, a founding 
partner of Miller, 
Alfano & Raspanti, 
spoke at the Ala-
bama Bar Institute 
for Continuing 
Legal Education’s 
White Collar 

Practice seminar on Feb. 22 at the Uni-
versity of Alabama School of Law in 
Tuscaloosa.

Michael W. Cardamone, an asso-
ciate at Krasno Krasno & Onwudinjo, 
P.C., recently served as a judge for the 
Pennsylvania Bar Association Young 
Lawyer Division Statewide Mock Trial 
Competition.

Judge Pamela 
Pryor Dembe 
of the Philadelphia 
Court of Common 
Pleas has been ap-
pointed to a seat 
on the Free Library 
of Philadelphia 
Board of Trustees 

by Mayor John F. Street. 

Justice Sandra 
Schultz New-
man, a member 
of Cozen O’Connor, 
was recently hon-
ored by the Repub-
lican Committee of 
Lower Merion and 
Narberth as a dis-

tinguished honoree at the Committee’s 
annual Lincoln Day Dinner and Auc-
tion.
 

Deborah But-
ler, chief privacy 
officer at Unisys 
Corporation, has 
been named to the 
Education Advi-
sory Board of the 
International As-
sociation of Privacy 

Professionals. 

Joseph C. Hut-
temann, a part-
ner with Martin, 
Banks, Pond, Le-
hocky & Wilson, 
has been elected 
chair of the Board 
of Serenity House 
and Hospice Sup-

port of Doylestown, Inc., a nonprofit, 
charitably funded hospice care group.

Kevin J. Kotch, 
an associate with 
Obermayer Reb-
mann Maxwell & 
Hippel LLP, served 
as a speaker at the 
American Bar As-
sociation’s Section 
of Litigation 2007 

Insurance Coverage Committee CLE 
Seminar on March 1-3 in Tucson, Ariz. 
Kotch discussed “Insurance Coverage 
for Liability from the Loss or Theft of 
Sensitive Customer Data.”

PEOPLE

Names Are News
“People” highlights news of mem-
bers’ awards, honors or appoint-
ments of a civic or community 
nature. Information may be sent 
to Jeff Lyons, Managing Editor, 
Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia 
Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 
11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-
2911. Fax: (215) 238-1159. E-mail: 
reporter@philabar.org. Photos are 
also welcome.

Clearing the Record
In a recent “People” news 

item, the name of Shawn Sauls 
was incorrectly spelled. The Bar 
Reporter regrets the error.
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