
n By Martha Phan

Born in Hawaii and raised in Den-
ver, Colo., Chancellor-Elect Scott F. 
Cooper has spent the past 20 years mak-
ing his mark in Philadelphia.

At age 44, he will become one of the 
youngest Chancellors in the history of 
the Philadelphia Bar Association. Cooper 
will outline his plans for 2010 when he 
addresses Bar members at the Annual 
Meeting Luncheon on Tuesday, Dec. 8 
at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bel-
levue, Broad and Walnut streets.

Cooper is accustomed to the fast 
track. He made partner at Blank Rome 
LLP in just over five years at age 33. He 
is a member of the firm’s employment, 
benefits and labor practice group. He has 
a national practice, representing employ-
ers in both the private and public sectors.  
His clients cross all industry segments.  
Most of Cooper’s practice time is spent 
on employment litigation, including the 
complex areas of employment contracts, 
non-compete agreements, protection of 
trade secrets and discrimination claims.  
He lectures on all these topics throughout 
the country.

He has earned an AV designation from 
Martindale Hubble, and Chambers USA: 
America’s Leading Lawyers for Business 
recognized him as among the best in 
2008 and 2009.

The Legal Intelligencer recognized him 
as a “Lawyer on the Fast Track” and the 
Philadelphia Business Journal previously 
named him one of the city’s “Top 40 
under 40.”

Before joining Blank Rome LLP, 

Cooper spent a year clerking for U.S. 
District Court Judge Herbert J. Hutton. 
Prior to that, he completed an honors 
clinical internship with the Judge Dolores 
K. Sloviter, former chief judge of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 
He also interned for U.S. District Court 
Judge Clarence Newcomer and Judge 

Marvin Halbert of the Philadelphia 
Court of Common Pleas.

As a law student at Temple University’s 
Beasley School of Law, he was a triple 
threat: managing editor of the law review, 
a member of the National Trial Team and 
the Moot Court Honor Society. While 

n By Jeff Lyons

Philadelphia Court of Common 
Pleas Judge Annette M. Rizzo, former 
Chancellor Andre L. Dennis and Joseph 
A. Sullivan will be honored by the As-
sociation at the Tuesday, Dec. 8 An-
nual Meeting when they are respectively 
presented with the Justice William J. 
Brennan Jr. Distinguished Jurist Award, 
the Chancellor’s Diversity Award and the 
Wachovia Fidelity Award.

The Brennan Award recognizes a jurist 
who adheres to the highest ideals of 
judicial service. The Chancellor’s Diversity 
Award honors an individual who has made 
a substantial contribution to diversity and 
inclusion in the legal field. The Wachovia 
Fidelity Award recognizes an attorney’s 
significant accomplishments in improving 
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n By Sayde Ladov

It is hard to believe that my year as Chancellor is 
coming to a close and that this will be my last opportunity to 
share my thoughts and views with you.

As I look back on this amazing year, I would be entirely remiss 
if I did not thank the incredible professional staff of the Phila-
delphia Bar Association, a staff without peer. Their hard work, 
ingenuity, dedication to the project and kindness have enabled 
me to have one of the best years of my life.

I also want to thank my husband David for the countless 
hours that he let me devote, both waking and sleeping, to this 
wonderful Bar Association.

I want to thank my mentors – Alan Gordon, Frank Devine, 
Doreen Davis, Larry Beaser, Abe Reich, and the Honorables 
Pamela Pryor Dembe, Sandra Mazer Moss, Anne Lazarus, 
Cynthia Rufe and Norma Shapiro. Each of you, in your own 
way, showed me how.

I would like to thank my partners for their good will, good 
humor and absolute indulgence, particularly over this past 
year. They enabled me to donate my time without question or 
recrimination.

I have also been blessed with the most incredible leadership 
team in this year’s Cabinet, chair of the Board, section and divi-
sion chairs, and committee heads.

I would like to thank the leadership of the First Judicial 
District for their support, guidance and partnership during this 
challenging economic year. It is clear that they are called the First 
Judicial District for a reason.

In addition, I want to acknowledge our federal district court 
judges, who have been so generous with their time, talent, energy 
and insights. Throughout the year they have participated in nu-
merous Bar panels and programs, and we are so grateful to them.

Together, with your support, we accomplished most of what 
we set out to do. The Bar’s new publication, “Upon Further 
Review,” consistently turns out quality, relevant articles that keep 
our membership abreast of changes and trends in the law. Brian 
Sims deserves special recognition for his skill in putting out every 
month’s new edition. Our Civil Gideon initiative is well under 
way with a masterful report authored by Joe Sullivan and Andy 
Susko. Our Military Affairs Committee, under the leadership of 
Wes Payne, is a vital, thriving group of men and women who are 
committed to the task. Our leadership development efforts have 
resulted in an exciting crop of new leaders who are fully engaged 
in the Bar Association and the community. And I believe that 
within six months we will see groundbreaking for a new, unified 
Family Court.

We have strengthened our ties to city government to a point 
where our input and support was actively sought and continues 
to be sought on an ongoing basis. We were the first to speak out 
regarding the scandal in Luzerne County. We criticized when 
necessary and supported when it was clearly called for.

We continued to call for diversity and inclusion. Our Sep-
tember diversity summit was a huge success, resulting in the 
Association’s action plan that can be found on our web site. We 
fought for our lawyers who were called “vendors” instead of the 
highly skilled professionals that they truly are. We worked with 

our lawyers who faced life-altering transition issues. We basked in 
the recognition by our peers nationally with yet another Har-
rison Tweed Award for our internationally recognized mortgage 
foreclosure program in which the First Judicial District, the Real 
Property Section and Philadelphia VIP are critical role players. 
Under the leadership of Joe Sullivan and Ethan Fogel, we began 
a new program: LTAMP, the landlord-tenant appellate mediation 
program that will help to alleviate the backlog of appeals from 
Municipal Court.

We remembered to have a good time as well. This year’s 
Bench-Bar Conference, so ably planned by Molly Peckman and 
Maria Feeley, provided opportunities to learn and enjoy.

However, when I look at the ideas that germinated the seeds 
of my agenda for 2009, no one could have ever anticipated 
the downturn in the economy that compelled me to revisit my 
priorities.

But life comes at you from left field. In fact, I suggest that 
the true measure of one’s success is in how you deal with the 
unexpected. Personally, I have learned how to deal with unlikely 
challenges from some special teachers – my dogs!

In my life, I have had four special dogs: Snoopy, my child-
hood pet, a huge German Shepherd-collie mutt who saw me 
through college and law school. Then David and I got Saman-
tha, a golden retriever and our “first child.” Our beloved black 
Labrador retriever Jake was the best friend I will ever have and, of 
course, we now have Bear, our chocolate teddy Lab.

Here, cribbed from lists I have seen several times online and in 
print, is what my dogs have taught me about life:

• When loved ones come home, always run to greet them.
• Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride.
• When it is in your best interest, practice obedience.
• Thrive on attention and let people touch you.
• Avoid biting when a simple growl will do.
• No matter how often you are scolded, don’t buy into the 

guilt thing and pout. Run right back and make friends.
• Eat with gusto and enthusiasm.
• Be loyal.
• Never pretend to be something you’re not.
• When someone is having a bad time, be silent, sit close by 

and nuzzle them gently.
• And most importantly, stop when you have had enough.

Sayde J. Ladov, a principal with OffitKurman, is Chancellor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association. Her e-mail address is chancellor@ 
philabar.org.
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Chancellor Sayde Ladov and Bear share a moment.
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n By Heather J. Holloway

Why should we care what happens 
to prisoners? This question, posed by 
Chancellor Sayde Ladov, was answered 
by panelists during the Oct. 26 Chancel-
lor’s Forum that focused on prisoners’ 
pro bono projects.  

Marissa Bluestine, legal director of the 
Pennsylvania Innocence Project, identi-
fied pro bono work as a critical element 
necessary to keeping justice working. The 
Innocence Project works with people who 
have been wrongly convicted. Through 
attorney volunteers, the Innocence Proj-
ect works toward the exoneration of these 
individuals.

According to Bluestine, 243 people 
have been exonerated in this country 
because of DNA evidence since 1989 
and another 300 individuals have been 
exonerated using other evidence. The 
Pennsylvania Innocence Project has heard 
from more than 1,000 inmates since it 
opened its doors in April of this year. 
Bluestine explained that released exoner-
ees are generally not eligible for programs 
available through the system to people 
who were properly convicted. In addi-
tion to litigation exoneration efforts, the 
Innocence Project works on legislative 
reform measures. 

Volunteer lawyers handle every aspect 
of the cases from reading inmate letters 
to reviewing evidence. James Figorski 
volunteers with the Innocence Project 
and described his involvement as a fun 

opportunity to practice law. Figorski, a 
staff attorney at Dechert LLP, strongly 
encouraged participation as a volunteer 
attorney and explained that there is no 
better cause than helping someone in 

prison who did not commit the crime. 
U.S. District Court Magistrate Judges 

Timothy R. Rice and L. Felipe Restrepo 
described their involvement in the Super-
vision To Aide Re-entry (STAR) Pro-
gram. STAR is a joint enterprise between 
the District Court, Probation, Federal 
Defenders and U.S. Attorney’s Offices. 
STAR canvasses halfway houses looking 
for individuals recently released from 
prison who want to voluntarily opt into 
the program that requires them to agree 
to submit to the supervision of Judges 
Rice and Restrepo. Any individual who 
completes 52 weeks in the program is 
eligible to have a year of their supervised 
release taken off of the back end of their 
sentence. To date, all requests for such 
relief have been granted.  

The judges encouraged attorneys 
to come watch the court interact with 
STAR participants. Attorney volunteers 
are needed to help these individuals 
overcome collateral issues that have a 
great impact on their life such as driver 
licensing and housing issues. STAR is 
also in need of employers willing to hire 
individuals who have criminal records.   

STAR works with individuals who 
have a high rate of recidivism. Answering 
Chancellor Ladov’s question, “why should 

Pro bono week

Volunteers Aid Prisoners, Wrongly Accused
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U.S. District Court Magistrate Judges L. Felipe Restrepo (left) and Timothy R. 
Rice were among the panelists for the Oct. 26 Chancellor’s Forum on Prisoner 
Pro Bono Projects. Other panelists included Marissa Bluestine, James Figorski, 
Sara Woods and Chancellor Sayde Ladov, who moderated the program.

Jodi Schatz of the Support Center for Child Advocates (from left), Chancellor 
Sayde Ladov and Nicole Friant, pro bono counsel for Duane Morris LLP, meet at 
the Pro Bono Open House on Oct. 25 at Duane Morris. The event featured public 
interest law agencies and law school pro bono programs. Ladov also displayed 
a proclamation from Mayor Michael Nutter, marking the week of Oct. 26-30 as 
Pro Bono Week in Philadelphia.

Philadelphia VIP Executive Director Sara Woods (from left) is joined by VIP man-
aging attorneys Ourania Papademetriou and Stefanie Seldin at VIP Pro Bono 
Opportunities Day on Oct. 27 at the offices of Montgomery, McCracken, Walker 
& Rhoads, LLP. VIP held training sessions for volunteers on mortgage foreclo-
sure, public housing and quiet title. Volunteers who took a VIP case received 
CLE credit for their work. Other Pro Bono Week events included legal clinics 
sponsored by the Homeless Advocacy Project, CLE training programs from the 
SeniorLAW Center and Support Center for Child Advocates, and a CLE forum on 
the future of pro bono work at the University of Pennsylvania Law School of Law.

continued on page 12
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n By Mary T. Kranzfelder

The need for pro bono assistance 
for Philadelphia residents has increased 
dramatically in these difficult eco-
nomic times. To bring awareness to 
this issue, members of the Philadelphia 
legal community gathered on Nov. 4 
to discuss the need for pro bono law-
yers and the programs that provide pro 
bono services. Speakers included Mark 
N. Cohen, a partner at Margolis Edel-
stein and co-chair of the Association’s 
Rules and Procedure Committee; Sara 
Woods, executive director of Phila-
delphia VIP; and U.S. District Court 
Magistrate Judge David Strawbridge. 

VIP, the pro bono arm of the Phila-
delphia Bar Association, is a nonprofit 
organization that provides legal services 

to low-income clients for civil matters. 
VIP steps in when other city agencies 
do not have the capacity to handle 
the amount of cases they receive. VIP 
is able to provide these legal services 
through the contribution of pro bono 
services from Philadelphia attorneys, 
paralegals and law students.  

Those who are thinking about 
volunteering for pro bono work but 
fear they lack experience or knowledge 
of a particular area of law need not 
worry. VIP offers substantive training 
and mentors for all of their volunteers, 
and even offers training materials that 
can be accessed on the pro bono web 
site at www.phillyvip.org. In addition 
to the initial training, VIP has in-house 
lawyers who serve as technical advisors 
to the volunteers and who are there to 
support the volunteers throughout the 
life of the case. VIP offers malpractice 
insurance for attorneys who are barred 
and can provide support such as office 
space, court reporting and investigative 
services. VIP is an approved CLE pro-
vider, and volunteers can receive credits 

Economy Heightens
Need for Pro Bono

Asima Panigrahi, an associate with 
White and Williams LLP, has been 
elected Editor-in-Chief of the Philadel-
phia Bar Reporter. She replaces Sunah 
Park, who resigned to take a job in Seoul, 
South Korea.

Panigrahi is a graduate of the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania and Villanova Univer-
sity School of Law. At Villanova, she was 
president of the Women’s Law Caucus. 
Her practice is in insurance subrogation.

“I started writing for the Bar Reporter 
back in 2003 and have been a member 
of the Editorial Board for about five years 
now,” said Panigrahi. “I am looking for-
ward to my new role as Editor-in-Chief 

and hoping that I can make a positive 
contribution to the publication.”

The Board of Governors appointed 
two new members to the Bar Reporter 
editorial board at its Oct. 29 meeting. 
The new associate editors are Mary T. 
Kranzfelder and Julia Swain.

Kranzfelder is an associate with Rawle 
& Henderson LLP and concentrates her 
practice in the areas of casualty and prem-
ises liability, commercial motor vehicle 
litigation and product liability.

Swain is a partner at Fox Rothschild 
LLP, where she concentrates her practice 
in the area of family law. She is also trea-
surer of the Family Law Section. 

Panigrahi Elected Editor
of Bar Reporter; Two are
Named to Editorial Board

Panigrahi Kranzfelder Swain

Clarification 
A Sept. 16 program on managing 
student loan debt was co-sponsored 
by the Delivery of Legal Services 
Committee.

continued on page 26
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n By Regina Parker

Putting forth a “good faith at-
tempt to settle” and serving as a forum 
where people can have their day in court 
are key elements to developing a success-
ful mediation program, Pennsylvania 
Commonwealth Court Judge Rochelle 
S. Friedman told attendees at an Oct. 
21 Workers’ Compensation Section pro-
gram on hot topics and current practices.  

One of the newest issues involves 
mediation at the appellate level, Judge 
Friedman said. She explained that every 
case that comes in on appeal is considered 
for mediation. Unlike most courts, the 
Commonwealth Court does not have a 
crowded docket. Therefore, mediation is 
not used as a docket management tool. 
Rather, mediation takes place for several 
reasons. It is done because people seem 
to want it, it is less expensive for both 
parties, and it aids in arriving at a final 
resolution. Most importantly, when 
people actively participate in the resolu-
tion of their case, they have a different 
sense of justice and that is what this is all 
about, she said.   

Judge Friedman explained that active 
participation from both parties is critical. 
She urged counsel to make sure that their 
respective clients are present during the 
mediation. She cautioned that she is not 
adverse to issuing sanctions or a rule to 
show cause why a party should not be 
held in contempt for failure to appear. 

Not only is active participation from 
both parties critical, the success of the 
mediation program also depends on the 
dedication of the judges who serves as 
mediators, she said. A successful media-
tor elicits communication and trust from 
both parties. During a mediation, the first 
thing that she does is ask the claimant to 
tell her in three sentences or less “what 
keeps this going, what really hurts.” She 
finds that claimants are particularly happy 
when they tell their story. A human ele-
ment is needed because it is important for 
people to have their say, she explained.  

To further encourage settlement, the 
judge explained that whatever happens 
during the mediation remains confiden-
tial. This is another attempt to encourage 
open communication. If the case goes to 
litigation, the judge who mediated the 
case is not on the panel and the judges 
who sit on the panel have no knowledge 
whatsoever that the case went to media-
tion. This provides the parties with an 
opportunity to start fresh, she said.  

Judge Friedman stated that she is 

diligent and dedicated to settling cases. 
If the parties want to settle, she will stick 
around as long as it takes until the mat-
ter is resolved. In these tough economic 
times, the parties are appreciative. Putting 
forth a good faith effort does not mean 

that you have to settle, she explained. If 
the case does not resolve, it will continue 
on the assigned trial schedule. Mediation 
does not serve as an avenue for delay. It is 
an attempt to open the communication 
lines between the parties to encourage set-

tlement. It is the resolution of cases that 
makes the system work, she explained.

   Regina Parker (Rparker@Mattioni.com), an 
associate with Mattioni, Ltd., is an associate 
editor of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

DECEMBER
CLE COURSES

The CLE Conference
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10th Floor, Ste.1010
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Association
11th Floor
Conference Center
1101 Market St.

Pennsylvania 
Convention Center
12th & Arch Streets

Dec. 1 E-Commerce: Legal & Practical Issues • Simulcast - The CLE Conference Center
 Ethics Potpourri — Harry Potter & the Lawyer’s Curse  •  Video - The CLE Conference Center
 The Family & Medical Leave Act: One Year after the Department of Labor Regs  •  The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 2 Practice Before the Department of Veterans Affairs • Simulcast - The CLE Conference Center
 Public Interest Law Day  •  The CLE Conference Center
 Legal Issues Affecting Military Personnel • Simulcast - The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 3 Litigating Automobile Accidents Involving Roadway Defects • The CLE Conference Center
 To Save & Keep Harmless: The Role of Indemnity & Insurance in Business Transactions • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
Dec. 3 & 4 13th Annual Real Estate Institute • Pennsylvania Convention Center
 PLI - Securitization 2009 • Simulcast - The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 4 Tax Law for the Family Law Practitioner • The CLE Conference Center
 TRIALS! Tips, Tactics & Tales • The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 7 Appellate Mediation in PA • The CLE Conference Center
 The Law & Literature - Why Thinking Like a Storyteller, & NOT Like a Lawyer, Will Help You Win • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
Dec. 7 & 8 PLI - Understanding the Securities Laws  • Simulcast - The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 8 E-Discovery • Simulcast - The CLE Conference Center
 Ethics Potpourri - Attorney Discipline in PA • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 Practical Aspects of Personal Injury Depositions • The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 9 The Nuts & Bolts of Adoption Practice in Pennsylvania • The CLE Conference Center
 Trial of a Medical Malpractice Case • The CLE Conference Center
 PLI - A Guide to Banking & Financial Services Law & Regulation 2009 • Simulcast - The CLE Conference Ctr.
Dec. 10 How the Financial Crisis Has Changed International Business  • The CLE Conference Center
 Get Organized & Get Things Done: Practical Time Management for Lawyers • The CLE Conference Center
 Ethics Potpourri - Harry Potter & the Lawyer’s Curse • Video - The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 10 & 11 16th Annual Estate Law Institute • Pennsylvania Convention Center
Dec. 11 The Medicaid Application Process • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 Ethics Potpourri - Overcoming Depression • Video - The CLE Conference Center 
 Criminal Law Update - 2009 • The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 14 Family Law 101 • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 The Law & Literature: The Law as Viewed Through Literature from Other Countries & Cultures • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
Dec. 14 & 15 PLI - Understanding the Basics of Business Bankruptcy & Reorganization 2009 • Simulcast - The CLE Conf. Ctr.
Dec. 15 Handling the Dog Bite Case • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 Dealing with Condos & Homeowner Associations in a Down Economy  •  The CLE Conference Center
 Using the Electronic Processes (Needed to Effectively Represent Claimants in SS Disability Claims) • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
Dec. 16 Speaking to Win: The Art of Effective Speaking for Lawyers • The CLE Conference Center
 Negotiation Best Practices in a Tough Economy • The CLE Conference Center
  Ethics Potpourri — Overcoming Depression • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 “Hypnosis, Not Just for Pain Management Anymore”:  Controlling Your Stress • Philadelphia Bar Association
Dec. 17 Holding Expert Witnesses Accountable in Custody Litigation • The CLE Conference Center
 Preparation of Annual Disclosure Documents & SEC Update • Simulcast - The CLE Conference Center
 Consumer Debt Litigation • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 Ethics Potpourri — Attorney Discipline in PA • Video - The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 18 Anatomy for Lawyers: Mastering Medical Records •  The CLE Conference Center
 LAWghter is the Best Medicine: Tee Hee! A Funny CLE! •  The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 21 Collecting & Enforcing Judgments in Pennsylvania - 2009 • The CLE Conference Center
 Ethics Potpourri — Overcoming Depression • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 The Law & Literature - American Justice & Ethics • The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 22 Ethics Potpourri: Harry Potter & the Lawyer’s Curse; PBA Professionalism Committee Update; Ethics of Law Marketing in a 

Multijurisdictional Practice; How to Be a Lawyer 101; Attorney Discipline in PA; Overcoming Depression • The CLE Conf. Ctr.
Dec. 23  Maximizing Your Client’s Recovery in Challenging Times • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 Accounting & Finance for Lawyers • Video - The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 28 Advanced Issues in Social Security Disability • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 Ethics Potpourri — Attorney Discipline in PA • Video - The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 29 Pardons, Expungements & Civil Rami cations • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 Ethics Potpourri — Harry Potter & the Lawyer’s Curse • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 The New IRS Form 990 • Video - The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 30 Privacy & Security • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 Ethics Potpourri — Overcoming Depression • Video - The CLE Conference Center
Dec. 31 Bad Faith Litigation • Video - The CLE Conference Center
 Ethics Potpourri — Attorney Discipline in PA • Video - The CLE Conference Center

Call PBI Customer Service 
at

1-800-247-4724
to register for a course or 

for more information.
Or, go to

www.pbi.org.
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Judge Friedman Describes Mediation Success



philadelphiabar.org December 2009    Philadelphia Bar Reporter    7

n By Nicole C. Edwards

Should jurors be allowed to ques-
tion witnesses at trial? This was one 
of several issues discussed at a recent 
meeting of the Federal Courts Com-
mittee with U.S. District Court Chief 
Judge Harvey Bartle III, U.S. District 
Court Judge Legrome D. Davis, Abbe F. 
Fletman and Vice Chancellor Rudolph 
Garcia.

The meeting focused on jury innova-
tions promulgated by the Litigation 
Section of the American Bar Association 
in 2005. The discussion centered on 
the effectiveness of permitting jurors to 
question witnesses during trial. According 
to the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, 
which tested the jury principles proffered 
by the ABA, the practice of allowing juror 
questions seems to be a very beneficial 

trial devise. For example, of the par-
ticipants polled in the Seventh Circuit’s 
study, 83 percent of jurors, 77 percent of 
judges and 65 percent of attorneys stated 
that the practice helps improve jurors’ 
understanding during trial. Moreover, ac-
cording to the study, 75 percent of judges 
and 66 percent of lawyers believe that 
the procedure does not adversely impact 
courtroom efficiency.

However, the participants at the Oct. 
22 meeting held vastly different opinions 
from those presented in the Seventh 
Circuit’s study. First, the panelists as-
serted that the practice of allowing juror 
questions could negatively impact an 
attorney’s trial strategy. Many times, an 
attorney will strategically avoid having a 
witness answer a certain question if the 
answer to that question would not be 
beneficial to the attorney’s case. Through 

skilled advocacy, the attorney may be able 
to prevent opposing counsel from asking 
the question as well. Judge Davis said if 
the jury has the ability to ask questions, 
then an element of randomness gets in-
serted into the courtroom equation. This 
can have the effect of taking litigation 
outside the world of strategy and into the 
realm of the “Wild West.”

Additionally, the panelists believed 
that despite the study’s findings, allowing 
juror questions would create inefficiencies 
in court. Procedurally, every time a juror 
poses a question, counsel for both parties 
and the judge must deliberate and render 
a decision outside of the jury’s pres-
ence. When this procedure is juxtaposed 
with the Seventh Circuit’s finding that 
an average of 18 questions were asked 
during trial, it seems next to impossible 
to imagine how the practice would not 
cause delays.

Finally, the panelists offered that al-
lowing juror questions may inadvertently 
create juror discord if, for any reason, 

their proposed questions are rejected. As 
Chief Judge Bartle explained, a judge’s 
job is to create an environment where 
the jurors understand that they are an 
integral part of the judicial process. If this 
idea is instilled into them and then they 
are told “no” when they seek to gain what 
they believe is pertinent information, this 
can create a disconnect in their belief in 
the importance of their role, which may 
negatively effect their rendering a verdict. 
The more jurors feel that their presence 
is valued, the more likely they are to 
produce an honest verdict, he said.

Nicole C. Edwards (nicole.edwards@dlapiper.
com) is an associate with DLA Piper LLP.

FeDeraL coUrts committee

Juror Questions: Friend or Foe to Attorneys?
Podcast

Spotlight
Visit philadelphiabar.org to listen to 
the podcast from this meeting.

Pharmaceutical Product-Injury Litigation Scientist

Licensed Pharmacist/PhD Pharmacologist
30 years experience in Pharmaceutical industry

Literature searches, Identification of key medical articles

Create searchable databases, Organization of literature

Literature extractions /summaries/slides; assistance in working with expert witnesses

Attend scientific conferences & prepare reports  

CONTACT: 

Jan M. Kitzen, RPh, PhD 
610.329.9894  

e-mail: jkitzen@verizon.net  |  http://www.linkedin.com/in/jankitzen

Military Affairs Committee Chair Wesley Payne (from left), Hugh Redditt, 
Wesley Craig, Theresa Arentzen and YLD Military Affairs Committee liaison 
Ryan Gatto (right) helped present the Seven Seals Award to Fox29 at the 
station’s Military Salute Day on Nov. 4 The Seven Seals Award is the high-
est award presented by the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 
and is presented to an employer that demonstrates outstanding support 
of their employees that serve in the Guard and Reserve. Fox29 has had a 
number of employees that have served multiple tours overseas and each 
employee’s job has been retained.  

military salute Day

Emmy-winning journalist Lynn 
Doyle will host the Dec. 1 Chancellor’s 
Forum “A Year in Review: Big Cases – 
What Was Hot, What Was Not – It’s 
Your Call with Lynn Doyle.”

Panelists scheduled for the program in-
clude Chancellor Sayde Ladov, A. Charles 
Peruto Jr., Tariq El-Shabazz and Rhonda 
Hill Wilson. Doyle is the host of “It’s 

Your Call with Lynn Doyle” on the Com-
cast Network. The program is sponsored 
by the Bar-News Media Committee.

The program begins at 12 p.m. in the 
11th floor Conference Center of Bar 
Association headquarters, 1101 Market 
St. Lunch is available for $6 for those 
members who register in advance. Visit 
philadelphiabar.org to register.

Year in Review Chancellor’s Forum Dec. 1

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY / ETHICS MATTERS

Pennsylvania and New Jersey matters    No charge for initial consultation

Representation, consultation and expert testimony in matters 
involving ethical issues and the Rules of Professional Conduct

James C. Schwartzman, Esq.
Former Chairman, Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania      Former Federal Prosecutor

Former Chairman, Continuing Legal Education Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Interest on Lawyers Trust Account Board

1818 Market Street, 29th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 751-2863

Dana Pirone Carosella, Esq.
Representing attorneys in disciplinary/ethics matters for 13 years      Author/Speaker on ethics matters
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As I was thinking about a topic for 
my final article as chair of the Young 
Lawyers Division, I received a phone 
call from opposing counsel in a case that 
recently had settled. Before getting down 
to business, we had a nice conversation 
about non-legal topics from family to a 
recent party that I had attended. Soon 
enough, we got to the case and worked 
out the final details of our settlement. 
As the case was officially over, I told her 
what a pleasure it had been to work with 
her during the course of the litigation.  
Because we had been courteous and 
cooperative with each other, we worked 
together well. That was when the topic 
for this article came to me. “Be nice.”  

“Roadhouse” is a 1989 movie star-
ring the late Patrick Swayze as Dalton, a 
renowned barroom bouncer with a Zen 
view on life who is hired to clean up the 
nightly outbreaks of violence at Double 
Deuce, a roadhouse in Jasper, Mo. He 
also is charged to teach the rest of the 
Double Deuce’s bouncers how to handle 
such violent situations. For you curious 
few who want to see this fine piece of 
cinema, it replays on TNT with extreme 
frequency.

On his first night, Dalton meets with 
the Double Deuce bouncers for their first 
lesson. He tells, them “All you have to do 
is follow three simple rules. One, never 
underestimate your opponent. Expect the 
unexpected. Two, take it outside. Never 
start anything inside the bar unless it’s 
absolutely necessary. And three, be nice 
... If somebody gets in your face and calls 
you a @#$%&, I want you to be nice. 
Ask him to walk. Be nice. If he won’t 
walk, walk him. But be nice. If you can’t 
walk him, one of the others will help you, 
and you’ll both be nice. I want you to 

remember that it’s a job. 
It’s nothing personal.”

As the legal profession 
becomes increasingly 
competitive and in many 
respects more adver-
sarial, we all can take 
a lesson from Dalton. 
With younger attorneys 
being forced to go out 
on their own while still 
in the early stages of their 
careers and with layoffs 
continuing even today, it is important to 
remember that we are in the profession of 
Andrew Hamilton, the first Philadelphia 
lawyer. It is our responsibility to uphold 
the legacy of our profession. The need 
for zealous advocacy is burned into our 
brains from the first day of law school. 
What rarely is discussed is the idea of 
zealous advocacy.  

It is important for our clients that we, 
as their attorneys, fight for them and 
use every tool available to successfully 
represent their needs. But in the course of 
our advocacy, we must remember that we 
are part of a community of attorneys who 
work together on a daily basis and will see 
each other not just in our present cases, 
but in future cases as well.  

Consequently, we define the quality 
of our lives. The manner in which we 
choose to advocate for our clients and the 
manner in which we treat our opposing 
counsel are stepping-stones to the devel-
opment of our professional reputations 
and will dictate how we are thought of in 
the future.  

The easiest way to develop a positive 
reputation is to follow Dalton’s advice and 
“be nice.” If opposing counsel needs an 
extension for one reason or another and it 

will not prejudice your 
case or your position in 
a negotiation, then “be 
nice.” Your generosity in 
that situation will speak 
volumes about who you 
are as a person and build 
good will for the future.  

When I go into court 
to argue a motion or 
to try a case, I expect 
my opposing counsel 
to fight tooth and nail 

to prevent me from obtaining the relief I 
desire for my client. In the courtroom we 
are adversaries. But before we enter the 
courtroom or sit down at the negotiating 
table, and once we leave the courtroom or 
conference room, that adversarial interac-
tion is over. We should be friendly and 
cordial – we should “be nice.”  

Unfortunately, there are many occa-
sions when attorneys personalize their 
clients’ cases and allow their advocacy 
to leak out of the courtroom or the 
conference room and into their personal 

relationships with opposing counsel. 
Suddenly, what should have been a nice 
relationship becomes a constant, uncom-
fortable and/or hostile interaction. 

It is important to remember that while 
we may, and should, empathize with 
our clients’ situations, opposing coun-
sel will do the same with their clients. 
We as attorneys may not agree with 
our adversary’s theories and arguments, 
but opposing counsel did not injure or 
damage us or our clients. Boorish, rude 
and obnoxious behavior does not serve 
anyone. It does not impress judges, juries 
or opposing counsel. It does not make us 
stronger or more zealous advocates and it 

YLD Update

By Brian S. Chacker

“Roadhouse” Teaches Us To Be Nice

BlogLink
Visit philawdelphia.wordpress.com 
for the latest from members of the 
Young Lawyers Division. 

continued on page 9

Harvest for the Homeless

Volunteers gather clothing donated for distribution to needy Philadel-
phians at the Young Lawyers Division’s Harvest for the Homeless on Nov. 
14. More than 15 people helped with the project at Ballard Spahr LLP.

APPELLATE LITIGATION
FEDERAL/STATE/CIVIL/CRIMINAL/ADMINISTRATIVE

28 Years of Successful Appellate Court Practice and Experience.

Aggressive, comprehensive and effective appellate representation provided  
at all levels, including federal habeas and PCRA proceedings.

Member of Bars of U.S. Supreme Court, �ird Circuit,  
Pennsylvania and New Jersey Supreme Courts.

Chief Staff Attorney to Chief Justice of PA (1984-88).  
Law Clerk to Justice/Chief Justsice Robert N.C. Nix, Jr. (1983-84);  

Chief Justice Henry X. O’Brien (1981-82).

J.D., University of Pennsylvania Law School 1981.

JOSEPH R. VIOLA 
1900 Spruce Street | Philadelphia, PA 19103 | (215) 893-0700 | jrviola@comcast.net

WWW.LAWYERS.COM/JRVIOLA 
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does not serve our clients. It only makes 
us difficult to work with and puts us in 
a poor light. No matter the arguments 
presented or negotiation stance taken, 
as Dalton says, “I want you to remem-
ber that it’s a job. It’s nothing personal.” 
We all are doing the same thing for our 
clients – advocating.  

If we listen to Dalton and we are 
able to separate our advocacy for our 
clients from our interactions with fellow 
attorneys, we will build positive reputa-

tions for ourselves and will have a more 
productive and less stress-filled practice 
and profession. We can continue to hold 
our heads high as we develop our careers 
and our reputations as attorneys.

On a personal note, I would like to 
thank the YLD Executive Committee for 
all of their hard work in making this a 
successful year and all of our members for 
their continued support. 

Brian S. Chacker, an associate with Gay 
Chacker & Mittin, P.C., is chair of the Young 
Lawyers Division Executive Committee. He 
can be reached at (215) 567-7955, or by 
e-mail at bchacker@gaychackermittin.net.

YLD Update
continued from page 8

n By Brian K. Sims

The Board of Governors has ap-
proved a $4.31 million budget for 2010, 
an increase of just 1 percent over this 
year’s budget, while also passing a unani-
mous resolution to suspend automatic 
annual dues increases. 

Chancellor-Elect Scott Cooper 
presented the budget to the Board at the 
Oct. 29 meeting following several months 
of meetings and discussion with the As-
sociation’s professional staff and elected 
leadership. 

“What you are looking at is the careful 
work of very professional people, and I 
am confident that this budget will serve 
this Association well,” Cooper said. 
“Many people have had the opportunity 
to participate in this process, and the final 
result shows how strong this Association 
is.”

Association Executive Director Ken-
neth Shear was also optimistic about the 
final budget, following its passage by the 
Board. “This budget holds challenges,” 
said Shear, “and it attempts to maintain 
and expand the ongoing programs of this 
Association in difficult economic times.”

In fact, the budget reflects no planned 
reductions in any services for members 
and shows a continued commitment to 
the Association’s affiliate programs such 
as Philadelphia VIP and the Delivery of 
Legal Services Committee.

In an attempt to better control the 
expanding professional costs for all its 
members, the Board unanimously passed 
a resolution to suspend automatic dues 
increases that had been taking place 
since 1999. “This Association can look 

elsewhere for expanded revenue opportu-
nities and cost-saving measures,” Cooper 
said.

The resolution ends the former system 
that implemented an annual dues increase 
of 5 percent after March 31 of each year 

and maintained that level until the fol-
lowing year. In place, the Association will 
maintain its current membership dues 
rates and simply implement a late fee for 
dues payments made after March 31 of 
each year. 

Board OKs
Budget
for 2010

2010 Philadelphia Bar Association Budget
Sources of Funds
Membership Dues....................................................................................$2,492,934
Lawyer Referral Service.................................................................................390,000
Committee Programs......................................................................................18,000
Publications...................................................................................................290,000
Interest and Dividends....................................................................................70,000
Royalties..................................................................................................594,333
Management Fee.............................................................................................40,000
Special Events................................................................................................231,703
YLD Program...................................................................................................15,000
Law Practice Management................................................................................2,000
Outside Groups...............................................................................................57,500
Other Income (including catering and reproduction costs)...........................109,500
Total Revenue..........................................................................................$4,310,970

Application of Funds
Lawyer Referral................................................................................................75,713
Committee Activities.......................................................................................33,000
Meeting Services and Special Events.............................................................437,137
Communications............................................................................................16,500
Affiliate Programs (VIP and DLSC).............................................................144,034
Legal Services.....................................................................................................7,300
Law Practice Management.................................................................................2,500
Publications.....................................................................................................9,407
Member Services.............................................................................................88,683
Executive.......................................................................................................245,325
Finance and Administration..........................................................................219,399
YLD Program..................................................................................................55,000
Overhead.......................................................................................................260,806 
Rent........................................................................................................143,900
Total Program Services.........................................................................1,738,704

Support Services
Employee Salaries.......................................................................................1,516,093
LRIS Salaries..................................................................................................224,221
Employee Benefits.........................................................................................706,601
LRIS Benefits...................................................................................................81,389
Stationery, Postage and Office Expense...........................................................43,920
Total Support Services..........................................................................2,572,224

Total Expenses......................................................................................4,310,928
Change in Net Assets.......................................................................................$42

Panel: New 
Zoning Rules 
Nearly Ready
n By Edward P. Kelly

It is a project almost 50 years in the 
making, but Philadelphia’s new zoning 
code will soon be ready for the light of 
day. 

That was the message delivered by  
panelists at an Oct. 30 joint meeting of 
the Real Property Section and the Zon-
ing, Land Use and Code Enforcement 
Committee. Cheryl Gaston of the City 
Law Department moderated a panel 
that consisted of City Council members 
Bill Green and Brian O’Neill, as well as 
Richard DeMarco, Eva Gladstein, Peter 
Kelsen and Stella Tsai.

The Zoning Code Commission was 
created in 2007 “to develop a new zoning 
code that is easy to understand, improves 
the city’s planning process, promotes 
positive development, and preserves the 
character of Philadelphia’s neighbor-
hoods.” Councilman O’Neill noted that 
Philadelphia has changed dramatically 
since the last rewrite, and the code is irrel-
evant in some areas of the city. The ZCC 
is trying to make the code more relevant 
to today’s Philadelphia. To that end, the 
code is shorter, there are fewer chapters 
and categories, and more illustrations in 
order to make the provisions “readable.”

Gladstein explained that there are three 
phases to the ZCC’s project:  develop-
ing recommendations (now complete), 

continued on page 12

Podcast
Spotlight

Visit philadelphiabar.org to listen to 
the podcast from this meeting.

Thomas A. McDevitt, CFA, CFP®
Financial Advisor | Wells Fargo Advisors

✓ Member, Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) Institute  
 in Charlottesville, VA
✓ Member, Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) Institute  
 of Philadelphia
✓ Member, Financial Planning Association of the  
 Philadelphia Tri-State Area
✓ Member, American Institute of Certified Public  
 Accountants (AICPA)
✓ Associate Member, Philadelphia Bar Association
✓ 15 years of industry experience
✓ Temple University, Fox School of Business &   
 Management, MBA, 2002
✓ LaSalle University, B.S., 1990

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.  
Investment and insurance products;  Not FDIC-Insured  |  NO Bank Guarantee  |  MAY Lose Value

Providing  
comprehensive wealth 
management services  
to Delaware Valley  
families, corporations,  
& non-profits.
Two Pitcairn Place, Suite 200
Jenkintown, PA 19046

Call Tom McDevitt directly  
to schedule an appointment
215.990.0781
215.572.4221
* Office Hours by  
  Appointment Only
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Lawyer and law �rm listings are  
now searchable from your mobile  
device. That means more people 
will be looking for your entry. 

Make sure your information is  
complete and up-to-date! Save time by 

completing the update process online.

UPDATING YOUR LEGAL  
DIRECTORY INFORMATION IS  
MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER!

QUESTIONS? Please contact us at 443-909-7843 or legaldirectory@mediatwo.com. 

Watch your mailbox or email for update information!

A LIMITED NUMBER OF COPIES OF  THE LEGAL DIRECTORY 2009 ARE STILL AVAILABLE!
E-mail legaldirectory@mediatwo.com to order. 

The Legal Directory 2010 will be available April 2010.

NEW 

FOR 2010! 

Search Lawyers And 

Law Firm Listings On 

Your Mobile!

ONLINE UPGRADES

(firms only)  .  .  .  $95

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $45

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  $45
  >   Accessible by clicking pro�le icon next to listing.

 

for �rms. 

NOTICE:  
All Areas Of  

Concentration (AOCs)  
Have Been Changed!

You MUST Update  
Your AOCs!

More than 20,000 lawyers, legal support staff, court and government  
of�cials use The Legal Directory and have access to your listing. 

Make sure your listing stands out with cost-effective, visibility-enhancing upgrades!

PRINT UPGRADES

Additional Areas of Concentration 
  $40 $20  
  >  Extra AOCs in your print and online listing. 
  >  Your name listed under each AOC in the AOC Index. 
  >  All index entries in bold. 
  >   Firm name (if applicable) and of�ce phone number  

included in each index listing.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . $45
  
  >   Firm name (if applicable) and of�ce phone number included.
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Today, instant access to valued in- 
formation is the standard.

So it’s no surprise that thousands of 
attorneys and support personnel rely 
on one source for the most accurate 
information on the Philadelphia area 
legal community – the Philadelphia Bar 
Association’s Legal Directory, providing 
the information you need in print and 
online.

This year, lawyer and law firm list-
ings are now searchable on your mobile 
device. That means more people will be 
using The Legal Directory than ever before 
– online, in print and wirelessly. That’s 
thousands of listings at your fingertips, 
easily and instantly accessible. With this 
brand new component, you can’t afford 
not to join in. Updating your informa-
tion is more important than ever!

The Legal Directory’s massive database 
is updated annually to keep you in the 
know with the most current and compre-
hensive information. Our update for the 
2010 issue is now under way and we need 
your help! If you have not been con-
tacted, please call 443-909-7843. Update 
information will be swiftly sent to your 
attention. 

The Legal Directory 2010 offers much 
more than firm and attorney listings. It 
also provides a one-stop resource for a 
wide range of useful information:

• Lawyer and law firm listings search-
able online, in print, and via your mobile 

device;
• Bar Association bylaws, contacts and 

committees;
• Facts on federal, state and county 

courts and government agencies;
• An index of judges with phone num-

bers and addresses;
• A special section devoted to corporate 

counsel;
• Alternative dispute resolution 

resources;
• A business-to-business supplier sec-

tion tailored to the legal community. 
Every copy of The Legal Directory 2010 

includes complimentary access to The 
Legal Directory Online (good through 
March 31, 2011). Online updates are 
made throughout the year at www.
thelegaldirectory.org, so you’re sure the 
most recent information available is only 
a mouse click away.

Order The Legal Directory now and get 
the discounted pre-publication price of 
$59.95 (plus shipping and tax). 

Don’t be fooled by imitators. This is 
the only official publication of the Phila-
delphia Bar Association.

For questions about The Legal Directory 
2010 or the annual update process, please 
e-mail legaldirectory@mediatwo.com or 
call 443-909-7843.

The deadline for responses is Monday, 
Jan. 12.

Check out Upon Further Review, a new web publica-
tion written by lawyers, for lawyers that is provided 
free of charge by the Philadelphia Bar Association. 
Upon Further Review provides articles, analysis, opin-
ion and commentary on legal issues of relevance for 
lawyers practicing in the five-county region. Not only 
will stories will be updated regularly, but Upon Fur-
ther Review provides daily RSS feeds from key local 
and national media outlets to keep lawyers informed. 
We’d love to get your feeedback!

http://uponfurtherreview.philadelphiabar.org/

Legal Directory Goes Mobile; Order Your Copy for 2010 Today

webCheck For more information about  
The Legal Directory 2010, visit  
thelegaldirectory.org.

215.884.3280

No pickup fee for first-time customers

alfano receives 
beccaria award
Philadelphia Bar Association Board of Governors Chair 
Gaetan Alfano is joined by his wife, Kathy McCarthy, 
and daughters, Betsy McCarthy Alfano (left) and Meg-
gie McCarthy Alfano (right), before he was presented 
with the Beccaria Award on Nov. 16 at City Hall. The 
Beccaria Award, presented by the Justinian Society 
and the Criminal Justice Section, is given annually to a 
judge, scholar or practitioner for outstanding contribu-
tions to the cause of justice and the advancement of 
legal education.
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The Association’s Sections and 
Young Lawyers Division have scheduled 
their annual holiday events.

• The Workers’ Compensation 
Section will hold its Annual Holiday 
Party on Tuesday, Dec. 1 at Cescaphe 
Ballroom, 923 N. 2nd St. The event will 
include a silent auction to benefit Kids 
Chance and Philadelphia VIP. Tickets 
are $45 per person and include open bar, 
hors d’oeuvres, pasta and seafood bar, 
sushi station and valet parking. 

• The Public Interest Section Annual 
Reception will be held Wednesday, Dec. 
2., at Loews Philadelphia Hotel, 1200 
Market St., from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $40 for public interest and govern-
ment attorneys and $55 for others and 
includes beer, wine and hors d’oeuvres. 
Marsha Levick, legal director of the 
Juvenile Law Center, will receive the 2009 

Andrew Hamilton Award at the event.
• The Probate and Trust Section An-

nual Reception will be held Wednesday, 
Dec. 2 at the Radisson Warwick Hotel, 
1701 Locust St., at 5 p.m. Admission is 
complimentary for all Bar members in-
cludes open bar and heavy hors d’oeuvres. 

• The Young Lawyers Division An-
nual Holiday Party and Gift Drive is 
set for Thursday, Dec. 3 at Tavern On 
Broad, 200 S. Broad St., from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Tickets are $25 for law students, $30 for 
members and $35 for non-members and 
includes open bar, hors d’oeuvres and DJ. 
The YLD will also be taking gift dona-
tions at the party, so be sure to bring an 
unwrapped item (toys, sporting equip-
ment, books, arts and crafts, games, etc.). 
• The State Civil Litigation Section 
Annual Reception will be held Monday, 
Dec. 7 at Davio’s Northern Italian Steak-

house, 111 S. 17th St., from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $40 for members and 
$45 for non-members and includes open 
bar and hors d’oeuvres. 

• The Criminal Justice Section Annu-
al Reception is Wednesday, Dec. 9 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Westin Philadel-
phia, 99 S. 17th St. Tickets are $40 for 
court personnel, $45 for members and 
$50 for non-members and includes open 
bar and heavy hors d’oeuvres. 

• The Tax Section Annual Meeting 
will be held Thursday, Dec. 10 at the Rit-
tenhouse Hotel, 210 West Rittenhouse 
Square. A workshop will be held from 3 
to 5 p.m. and cocktails and dinner fol-
low at 5 p.m. The dinner speaker is Josh 

Odintz, Treasury Tax Legislative Counsel, 
who will provide a legislative update. 

• The Bankruptcy Committee will 
hold a joint reception with Turnaround 
Management Association and Com-
mercial Finance Association on Thursday, 
Dec. 10 at Loews Philadelphia Hotel, 
1200 Market St., from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
To register, contact Andrea Pauson at 
215-657-5551 or palady0606@aol.com. 

• The LGBT Rights Committee will 
hold its annual holiday party on Thurs-
day, Dec. 17 in the 11th floor Conference 
Center of Bar Association headquarters. 
The Cheryl Ingram Advocate for Justice 
Award will be presented to A. Michael 
Pratt.

writing the new code (about to launch), 
and remapping (which will be carried out 
by the City Planning Commission). She 
then proceeded to describe a number of 
areas in which the ZCC has made sig-

nificant progress. The code will facilitate 
public involvement by clarifying which 
applications require neighborhood meet-
ings and standardize the process for those 
meetings. The process will be streamlined 
in order to simplify approvals, result in 
fewer Zoning Board hearings and allow 
for more administrative decision-making. 

The current “fast track” process will be 
refined and codified, and use variances 
will be reduced. Base districts will be re-
duced from 55 to 32, and overlay districts 
will be consolidated. The ZCC wants 
to protect neighborhoods by creating 
more objective standards, new form and 
design standards and by creating more 
transit-oriented development. The ZCC 
also wants to promote quality and design, 
including pedestrian/auto/bicycle con-
nectivity, landscaping and the protection 
of natural resources. The new code will 
also promote sustainability, by encourag-
ing renewable energy, energy conservation 
and water conservation.

Finally, as Councilman O’Neill 
mentioned, the new code will improve 
readability and organization through the 

use of illustrations, a simpler structure 
(reduced chapters) and by consolidat-
ing into four use tables, among other 
improvements.

The next step in the process is the 
rollout of the three revised code modules. 
All panel members encouraged feedback 
from those in attendance and others in 
the industry. And judging by the lively 
discussion that followed, the ZCC will 
not have an issue in that area.

Visit zoningmatters.org for more 
information about the Zoning Code 
Commission and new zoning code.

Edward P. Kelly (eKelly@Astorweiss.com), a 
partner with Astor Weiss Kaplan & Mandel, 
LLP, is an associate editor of the Philadelphia 
Bar Reporter.

we care,” the judges explained that it is 
not only our obligation to help our fellow 
man/woman but also explained that, as 
a practical matter, 700,000 people are 
being released back into the community 
who have a significant risk of recidivism. 
STAR works with these individuals in an 
effort to keep the cost of incarceration 
down and keep the community safe. 

Sara Woods, executive director of 
Philadelphia VIP, also participated on the 
panel and explained that VIP is the pro 
bono arm of the Bar Association. VIP 
recruits, trains and mentors volunteer 
attorneys who are interested in participat-
ing in cases ranging from adoption to 
zoning. 

Philadelphia Bar Foundation President 

Amy B. Ginensky closed the program by 
explaining that the Bar Foundation helps 
to support these organizations. Ginensky 
said the needs have exploded while the 
funding has imploded. The Foundation 
needs the support of attorney volunteers 
through direct donations to the programs 
or donations to those programs through 
the Foundation. 

Heather J. Holloway (hholloway@thorpreed.
com), an associate with Thorp Reed & 
Armstrong, LLP, is an associate editor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Reporter. 

Sections, YLD Plan Annual Holiday Events

Podcast
Spotlight

Visit philadelphiabar.org to listen to 
the podcast from this meeting.

Prisoners
continued from page 4

Zoning
continued from page 9

webCheck To register for any of these holiday 
events, please visit philadelphiabar.
org.

STOP PRACTICING
SOCIAL WORK

Resolving social service issues can be costly and
time-consuming—unless it’s your one-and-only
specialty. Since 1986, Intervention Associates has
specialized in professional evaluations, individual and
family counseling, coordination of in-home and nursing
home care, and much more. We are part of Friends Life
Care at Home, a not-for-profit Quaker organization. Call
610.254.9001 within Pennsylvania or visit our website
to learn how we can help solve your clients’ care
management problems efficiently and cost-effectively.

1.800.254.9708 www.interventionassociates.org
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n By Heather J. Holloway

Why are some lawyers so good at 
what they do? What gives them that gift 
of persuasion? Veteran litigators S. Gerald 
Litvin of Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 
LLP and William J. O’Brien of Conrad 
O’Brien PC answered these questions at 
the Bench-Bar and Annual Conference 
seminar “Effective and Winning Closing 
Arguments” on Oct. 24.    

Both Litvin and O’Brien, who were 
introduced by moderator Regina Foley as 
the deans of the trial bar, begin prepar-
ing their closing argument before a trial 
begins. O’Brien explained that attorneys 
should be thinking about closing argu-
ments when the jury is being selected. 
Litvin writes his theories and essential 
supporting facts (i.e., his “battle plan”) 
before the case begins.  In this regard, 
O’Brien suggested using jury consultants 
because they force the lawyer to focus on 

the issues early. Noting that lawyers put 
things off at times, O’Brien stressed that 
preparation is a major step in getting over 
the hurdle of getting a favorable verdict 
from the jury. 

Despite early preparation, both Litvin 
and O’Brien remain flexible throughout 
the trial. Litvin explained that an attorney 
must modify the battle plan depending 
on what has happened during the trial 
because every trial has a life of its own. 
Attorneys must be able to account for the 
unexpected: perhaps a witness did not 
show up; an expert was not qualified dur-
ing trial; or the court issued an order dur-
ing trial that was completely unexpected. 
He said the battle plan must be adjusted 
so that the closing argument accounts for 
the changes that occurred during the trial.   

O’Brien advised the audience to 
prepare a closing argument that is logical 
and has a ring of truth to it. He echoed 
Litvin’s advice that a successful closing 

argument involves sound theories as to 
all issues (liability, defense, damages); 
factual credibility (theories must be based 
on facts with which the jury can agree); 
and personal credibility (the jury must 
like and trust you). The closing argument 
need not be long. In fact, it should be 
simple.  

Litvin and O’Brien also stressed the 

need for persuasion. According to Litvin, 
the closing argument should not begin 
with incidentals, such as expressions of 
appreciation to the jury and introductions 
of counsel and litigants. The beginning 
of the closing argument should be a 
wake-up call. It should be compelling. 
The jurors should start to get excited 

n By Michael Petitti

Improving education, lowering wage and business 
taxes, receiving additional state funding and construct-
ing a new Family Court are just some of the ways 
Philadelphia can become the “next great city” according 
to a panel of city council members speaking at this year’s 
Bench Bar and Annual Conference.

Moderated by KYW Newsradio’s Wally Kennedy and 
featuring Council members Bill Green, Brian O’Neill, 
Blondell Reynolds Brown and Marian Tasco, the two-
hour October Quarterly Meeting was held Oct. 23 at 
Harrah’s Atlantic City. Kennedy opened the discussion 
by asking the panel to cite the one issue most in need of 
addressing to improve the city’s future.

“Until and unless we change our school system, we’re 
not going to be a quality city,” O’Neill said. “That is our 
number-one problem.”

O’Neill also lamented the city’s tax structure and 
lack of funding from the state. “We are a great city in 
spite of the tax burden [that] goes on people who work 
and people who have businesses [in Philadelphia]. It is 
not just uncompetitive in the area but uncompetitive 
nationwide. No one has a wage tax like us. It is amazing 
we have gotten has far as we have feeding the suburbs 
with businesses and real estate transactions because it’s so 
much cheaper,” he said.

“The state gives us very little. We don’t get a dime for 
our county prison and it’s upwards of $270 million. We 
have the bulk of the state’s poverty, crime and prison 
population and we’re paying for it from a limited popula-
tion. And it keeps getting worse.”

Green also lambasted the lack of state funding. “The 
state legislature has ignored a 1986 Supreme Court ruling 
that said we had a unified judicial system and that they 
are in fact required to pay for our courts and prisons. 
I guess because our courts have no army it doesn’t get 
enforced.”

Added Tasco, “Philadelphia is competing with other 
representatives in the state for resources we need in this 
city. It is a constant battle.” She suggested winning this 
battle starts with a master plan for the city.

“I’d like to see Philadelphia have a general overall vi-
sion,” Tasco said. “What is the master plan? At the end of 

the day, let’s say what do we want the city to look like and 
let’s not change the plan every eight years when a new ad-
ministration is elected. Mayor Nutter needs to articulate 
a clear vision.”

Green agreed, also directing criticism at Mayor Mi-
chael Nutter. “We are lacking a real leader, someone who 
has set a course for the future of our city.”

Several council members believed establishing a future 
plan for the city requires bold action take the place of 
historic inertia.

Green, whose father, William J. Green III, was mayor 

bencH-bar anD annUaL conFerence

Education, Lower Taxes Keys to Boosting City

Wally Kennedy (from left) leads City Council members Marian Tasco, Bill Green, Blondell Reynolds Brown 
and Brian J. O’Neill in a discussion about the city’s future in the opening program of the 2009 Bench-Bar 
and Annual Conference.

S. Gerald Litvin (from left) and William J. O’Brien are introduced by moderator 
Regina Foley for the Oct. 24 Bench-Bar seminar on closing arguments.

Deans of the Bar Offer Tips
for Great Closing Arguments

continued on page 16

continued on page 16
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bencH-bar anD annUaL conFerence

Kathleen D. Wilkinson (left) presents the Seventh Annual Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg “Pursuit of Justice” Legal Writing Competition Award 
to Elizabeth Yeager, a May 2009 graduate of the Temple University 
Beasley School of Law.

Prof. Jules Epstein and course planner Isla Fruchter 
presented “Is Forensic Science Really Science?”

Maria A. Feeley, Judge Arnold L. New and Steven G. 
Harvey presented “Navigating Your Way Through 
Commerce Court.”

Anthony Gargano (left) and Ike Reese of SportsRa-
dio 610 WIP started Saturday morning’s program-
ming with a sports talk discussion over breakfast.

Robert J. Mongeluzzi (from left), Judge Diane Welsh, Thomas Kuzmick and John Savoth 
were the panelists for the seminar “Effective Negotiation and Advocacy.”

Judge Lisette Shirdan-Harris (from left), Daniel Sulman, Judge Angeles Roca, 
James Rocco and Julia Swain were panelists for “The Counsel Fees Conundrum: 
Perspectives of the Bench and Bar.” 

Niki T. Ingram (seated from left) and Maria Terpolilli, along with Mitchell I. Golding (standing from 
left), Bret R. Goldstein and Judge A. Michael Snyder presented “Medicare Set -Asides: Changes 
in the Medicare Secondary Payer Act and Navigating Your Way Through the Set -Aside Maze.” 

Francis Milone (seated from left) and Robert H. Heim, along with Alyson Oswald 
(standing, from left), Barbara S. Rosenberg, Wanda E. Flowers and Melanie 
Taylor presented “Alternative Fee Arrangements: Bang for Your Clients’ Bucks 
or Loss Leader.”

PhotoGallery For more photos from the Bench-
Bar and Annual Conference, visit 
philadelphiabar.org.
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bencH-bar anD annUaL conFerence

Michael Ecker (from left), Barbara T. Ilsen and 
James M. Matour presented “Challenging Times in a 
Troubled Economy:  What Directors and Officers 
Need to Do Now.”

Judge Sandra Mazer Moss (seated, from left), Judge Cynthia Rufe, Jerome J.  
Shestack, along with Judge Carol Higbee (standing, from left) Matthew A. Casey 
and Kathleen D. Wilkinson discussed “State and Federal Coordination in Com-
plex Litigation and Mass Tort Cases.”

Shira Goodman (from left), Hank Grezlak, Lynn Marks, Angus R. Love and Judge 
Theodore A. McKee were the panelists for “The Public’s Perception of the 
Courts.”

Joseph A. Prim, Hope A. Comisky and Gina Furia 
Rubel were among the panelists for “Ethical Con-
siderations for Lawyers With Respect To Commu-
nications, Marketing and Public Relations.” Paul 
Kazaras was also a panelist.

Chancellor Sayde Ladov thanks Conference Co-
Chairs Maria A. Feeley (left) and Molly Peckman 
(right) for their work in organizing the event.

Judge Glynnis Hill (left) and Stanley Thompson en-
joy the Grand Reception at The Pool After Dark.

Sharon Wilson (left) and Judge Anne E. Lazarus 
presented “What Every Lawyer Should Know About 
Estate Law.”

Ronald A. Kovler and Emily Risser enjoy the Hawai-
ian-themed Grand Reception on Oct. 23.

Daniel Sulman, May Mon 
Post and Sophia Lee at 
the Grand Reception.

More than 400 attorneys, judges and guests convened at Harrah’s Atlantic 
City for the Association’s Bench-Bar and Annual Conference on Oct. 23 and 24. 

Sponsors for the 2009 Bench-Bar and Annual Conference included USI Affinity, PNC 
Wealth Management, JuriStaff, Summit Pharmacy, American Lawsuit Funding, JAMS, 
Iron Mountain, LexisNexis, Alliance Medical Legal Consulting, CourtCall, Eastern Penn-
sylvania Orthopedics, ABA Retirement Funds Program and Philadelphia Pain Manage-
ment and MRI. USI Affinity was the sponsor of the Oct. 23 Grand Reception at The 
Pool After Dark. The media sponsor was The Legal Intelligencer.

The Philadelphia Bar Association would like to thank the following for providing 
scholarships so public interest and government attorneys could attend the program: 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP; Kolsby, Gordon, Robin, Shore, & Bezar, P.C.; 
Marshall Dennehey Warner Coleman & Goggin; Gay Chacker & Mittin, P.C.; Duffy + 
Partners; Feldman, Shepherd, Wohlgelernter, Tanner, Weinstock & Dodig; Feldman & 
Pinto, P.C.; Raynes McCarty; Kovler & Rush, P.C.; Sayde J. Ladov; Messa & Associates, 
P.C.; Cozen O’Connor; and the Law Offices of Rhonda H. Wilson.Ph

ot
os

 b
y J

ef
f L

yo
ns



16    Philadelphia Bar Reporter    December 2009 philadelphiabar.org

by what you have to say and how you say it. 
Consider leading your closing argument by 
quoting something that your opponent said 
in his opening argument that has been shown 
through the course of the trial to be false. 
Make sure that you listen to the other side so 
that you hear what is said and what isn’t said 
so that you respond in a way that allows you 
to maintain your credibility.

Finally, in order to plan a closing argument, 
both Litvin and O’Brien advised the audi-
ence to know the rules of the jurisdiction in 
which they are appearing. For instance, some 
jurisdictions do not provide plaintiffs with an 
opportunity to give rebuttal argument. Some 
judges will limit plaintiffs to legitimate rebut-
tal as opposed to allowing counsel to use that 
opportunity to restate the entire case. Litigants 
should be prepared to act in accordance with 
the rules. 

Heather J. Holloway (hholloway@thorpreed.com), 
an associate with Thorp Reed & Armstrong, LLP, is 
an associate editor of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter. 

of Philadelphia from 1980 to 1984, said, “There was a whole 
big plan in my father’s administration for the waterfront that 
is still on the planning commission’s shelf. There was a whole 
big plan in the Goode administration, the Rendell admin-
istration, the John Street administration. Now we’ve got a 
whole new plan. Any one of those visions would be great. 
The problem is, we don’t ever do it. We need to do it.”

O’Neill also commented on Philadelphia’s historic inactiv-
ity. “We always move incrementally; we haven’t been radical. 
We have to start doing things, being bold, taking risks.”

“All these ideas have been talked about; they’re on paper. 
How do we implement these ideas that have been around for 
years?” asked Tasco.

One of these ideas, as presented by Chancellor Sayde 
Ladov during the program’s question-and-answer session, is 
the need for a new Family Court.

“We have a trifecta working,” Ladov said, “A governor 
who is motivated to have a new Family Court, a chief justice 
of the Supreme Court, also a former district attorney, and 
a mayor who doesn’t have a problem with the courthouse. 
The hurdle is money. There is $200 million line item in the 
capital budget that could fund this court. Unless and until 
appropriate pressure is brought to bear on these three stake-
holders, it is never going to happen.”

“It helps to draw a distinction between what’s happening 
in Family Court, which I try to pay some attention to, and 
Common Pleas Court,” said Reynolds Brown. “On Fam-
ily Court, a number of the stakeholders have been working 
very, very closely. We spent a year, meeting monthly, to come 
up with a master plan which ended up being a blueprint of 
how we can get systems to work better on improving the life 
chances of Philadelphia’s children. So on a Family Court side, 
purely from a service delivery standpoint, I’ve been deeply 
encouraged.”

O’Neill was also encouraged about improvements to Phila-
delphia’s court system. “The Criminal Justice Advisory Board, 
only in place recently, is a real effort to try to coordinate 
between the police, the Public Defender’s Office, the District 
Attorney’s office and the prisons. They’re doing a great job at 
lowering the time it takes to have a first hearing, have reduced 
the prison count tremendously, and have started a sort of 
behavioral health type court for people with mental illness. 
So there really is a lot of behind the scenes work being done 
in that area and its seems to be working really well.”

Reynolds Brown and Green ended the discussion with 
praise for the city’s lawyers and the Bar Association.

“The Philadelphia Bar Association has done well or better 
when it comes to leadership being diverse,” Reynolds Brown 
said.

“I’ve lived in many places, New York, Atlanta, London. I 
think Philadelphia has a reputation for having some of the 
greatest lawyers in the country,” said Green.

Council
continued from page 13

Closings
continued from page 13

bencH-bar anD annUaL conFerence

n By Brian K. Sims

Pennsylvania’s courts have not been 
immune for the national economic crisis, 
the state’s top judges said at a State of the 
Courts presentation at the Bench-Bar 
and Annual Conference on Oct. 24. 

Panelists included Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Ronald D. 
Castille, Pennsylvania Superior Court 
President Judge Kate Ford-Elliott, Com-
monwealth Court Judge Robert “Robin” 
Simpson, Philadelphia Court of Com-
mon Pleas President Judge Pamela Pryor 
Dembe and Philadelphia Municipal 
Court President Judge Marsha Neifield. 
Chancellor Sayde Ladov moderated.

Chief Justice Castille was quick to note 
that the state of the courts in 2009 was a 
direct result of “the chronic underfunding 
of the court system by the state legislature 
and the executive branch of our govern-
ment.”

Speaking of the economic climate, 
Chief Justice Castille said, “It’s really 
affected our finances, our salaries and 
programs. But it’s also caused an increase 
in court filings. We see case loads going 
up in things like foreclosures, debt collec-

tions and domestic filings. 
“Negative economic forces are driving 

some of these programs,” said Chief 
Justice Castille. “Criminal cases are all 
going up. The bottom line is we have to 
do more with less. The judiciary’s budget 
is one half of 1 percent of the overall state 
budget and they still want to cut us.”

Judge Dembe spoke about many of 
the changes that the court had undergone 
during the year in order to limit costs and 
improve access to justice. 

“We have cut the number of people 
occupying prison beds, working together 
with Municipal Court, by almost 1,000 
beds a night. And we’re working on 
reducing that even further,” she said.

Judge Dembe said City Council 
reduced the budget from $115 million 
down to $99 million and reminded the 
audience that the court actually generates 
about $56 million in court fees and other 
revenue sources. 

Judge Neifield spoke about many of 
the new programs that her court is un-
dertaking, including the use of video for 
all the crash courts. “We’ve also figured 
out a away to compile a list where we’ll be 
capturing everybody who’s in custody on 
a misdemeanor case,” she said. “The list 

will be generated after five days so that we 
can attempt not to hold people endlessly.”

Judge Ford-Elliott said her court is also 
feeling the effects of the recession. “It’s 
really been a remarkable time for us along 
with just feeling understaffed in terms of 
judicial help,” she said. “Since January 
2006 when I took over, I have had 23 
judges transition on and off the Superior 
Court of Pennsylvania. It’s still going to 
take a year or two for them to get their 
appellate shoes on and get running.” 

Judge Ford-Elliot seemed resolute to 
learn from the pains that the courts are 

currently suffering from. “We’re going to 
take this as an opportunity and look over 
the court and try to figure out if there are 
more efficiencies we can build into the 
system because we don’t anticipate 2011 
or 2012 being any better.”

Judge Simpson reminded attendees 
that he has served as a member of the 
Judicial Audit Committee for four years 
and that “it has been four years in a row 
that there has been chronic underfund-
ing. We’ve seen it coming,” he said, 
“although it was a little more complicated 
than we thought.”

Economy Taking Toll
on Pennsylvania Courts

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Chief Justice Ronald D. Castille (from left), Com-
monwealth Court Judge Robert (Robin) Simpson and Superior Court President 
Judge Kate Ford Elliott were among the panelists for the State of the Court 
presentation. Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas President Judge Pamela P. 
Dembe and Philadelphia Municipal Court President Judge Marsha Neifield also 
made remarks.
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This is the season of Thanksgiv- 
ing, and hopefully we all were able to 
take the time, between the rush of cook-
ing and family gatherings, eating and 
shopping, to count our blessings. Despite 
everything this year has wrought, most of 
us have much for which to be thankful. 

There are many in our community 
who on Thanksgiving certainly counted 
among their blessings the work of our 
colleagues in the public interest legal 
community. 

Take Juanita (all names have been 
changed), for example. Juanita is a high 
school senior who lost both parents with-
in a few months of each other early this 
year. Juanita had no relatives that were 
able to take her in, but the mother of 
Juanita’s best friend, who lives in a nearby 
school district, gave her a place to stay. 
The school district was not going to allow 
her to continue to attend the high school 
she had attended for three years. Then the 
Education Law Center intervened on her 
behalf, and convinced the school district 
that Juanita was entitled to attend and 
graduate from that school.

Keeping with the seasonal theme of 
this column, let’s borrow a scene from 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” and imagine 
if Education Law Center hadn’t been 
there to help Juanita. It is very likely that 
Juanita would not have finished school, 
and, as we know, high school dropouts 
are more likely to live in poverty and 
depend on public assistance. Think about 
Juanita. Her life was already torn apart by 
her parents’ deaths. School was the only 
stable thing in her life. The initial decision 
by the school district could have had 
dramatic financial, societal and personal 
consequence if ELC had not been there 
for her.

Laila is another young woman who 
would have been lost but for the help of 
HIAS & Council. HIAS helped Laila, 
a Moroccan immigrant, escape from 
an abusive relationship. Many women 

experience the trauma of domestic vio-
lence, but immigrant women, because of 
language barriers, social isolation and lack 
of financial resources, have an even harder 
time leaving abusive relationships.

Laila was such a woman. She met her 
American husband in Morocco. After 

coming with him to the United States, 
Laila discovered that her husband was 
abusive. Laila’s husband convinced her 
that she could not become an American  
citizen without his help, and would be 
deported. Since she was not allowed out 
of the house, she had no one who could 

advise her. Finally, Laila got in touch with 
HIAS, who helped her file a self-petition 
for abused spouses so her immigration 
status could be legalized and she could 
leave her husband. She is safe today.  

There are thousands of stories like these 

Bar Foundation
Say Thank You With a Gift to Bar Foundation

By Amy Ginensky

Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Proudly Thanks the Sponsors of the

2009 Andrew Hamilton Benefit

The Board of Trustees of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the following

law firms, individuals and businesses that share our commitment to promoting access to justice for all members of

our community. These sponsors help the Bar Foundation provide grants to a network of more than 30 public interest

legal organizations that help Philadelphians who are struggling with poverty, abuse and discrimination. 

(List as of November 17, 2009)

We also thank our many patrons 
and contributors for their support.

The official registration and financial information of
the Philadelphia Bar Foundation may be obtained from 

the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling, 
toll-free within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. 

Registration does not imply endorsement.

Diamond Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors

Gerald A. McHugh, Jr. 
and Maureen Tate

Silver Sponsors
Cenero Audio Visual Rentals and Event Services

Hollister Creative
Johnnie Walker

POMCO Graphic Arts
Reliable Copy Services

Bronze Sponsors
The Beasley Firm

Caesar, Rivise, Bernstein, Cohen & Pokotilow, Ltd.
Chartwell Investment Partners 

Chimicles & Tikellis LLP
Comcast

Dilworth Paxson LLP 
Duffy + Partners

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Winkler, Eisenberg & Jeck, P.C.

Forensic Resolution
Golkow Technologies, Inc

HIRE Counsel
The Justinian Society of Philadelphia

Langer, Grogan & Diver P.C
Law Offices of Lenard A. Cohen

Law Offices of Bernard M. Gross, P.C.
Oppenheimer & Co., Inc.

The MCS Group, Inc.
Panitch Schwarze Belisario & Nadel LLP
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association

Saltz Mongeluzzi Barrett & Bendesky, P.C.
Tactix Real Estate Advisors, LLC

Teeters Harvey Gilboy & Kaier LLP
TrialGraphix

Zarwin Baum DeVito Kaplan Schaer Toddy P.C

BOLOGNESE & ASSOCIATES, LLC
Attorneys at Law

continued on page 18
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The last time I saw 4 a.m. was for a 
Black Friday sale. But instead of awaken-
ing in pursuit of a discounted flat screen 
television, this time I was doing it for a 
more memorable experience – to attend 
the Bilski v. Kappos oral argument at the 
U. S. Supreme Court on Nov. 9. For 
those in patent law, Bilski is the Supreme 
Court case of the year – what one atten- 
dee pegged “the Roe v. Wade of patent 
law.” And for a new patent attorney like 
me, the lure of the live oral argument was 
enough to draw me from my warm bed.

Since the Bilski argument was sched-
uled for the afternoon, I felt silly climbing 
into a taxi at 4:30 a.m. My embarrass-
ment quickly turned to shock as I neared 
the courthouse and saw the line that 
wrapped around the corner with people 
camped out in sleeping bags. It soon be-
came clear that there was an unspoken yet 
strictly enforced no-cutting policy, which 
a woman experienced firsthand when she 
attempted to cut in front of a group that 
had been waiting since midnight. Our 
indignation at the attempted line-cutter 
was fueled by the knowledge that many 
people at the head of the line had gotten 
those coveted spots by paying a profes-
sional line-holding company whose 
employees had been in line since the 
previous night. Eschewing the profession-
als, and with the specter of an eight-hour 
wait ahead of me, I made friends with 

the people around me at 
the line’s end: lawyers, 
students and the legally 
curious. As the sun rose 
over Capitol Hill, we 
quickly warmed to a 
discussion about (what 
else?) Supreme Court 
jurisprudence.  

Several attorneys from 
the firm representing 
Bilski were in line and 
we discussed the case, 
compared notes on life as junior associ-
ates, updated colleagues at the office, and 
pined for a bathroom. I had the legal 
equivalent of a celebrity sighting when 
J. Michael Jakes (the attorney arguing 
on behalf of Bilski) greeted the attorneys 
from his firm. For a man about to argue 
before the Supreme Court, Jakes seemed 
remarkably calm and even joked about 
how long we had waited in line. 

The moment of truth approached as 
the guards motioned us forward into the 
courthouse. I frantically muttered under 
my breath: “let me in, please let me in.”  I 
got closer . . . the guards counted people 
off . . . I held my breath and walked past 
them . . . up the steps . . . and into the 
Supreme Court! As my anxiety-ridden 
group sighed in relief, I looked behind me 
and realized just how lucky I was – only 
a handful of people had made it in after 

me.
Being in the Supreme 

Court chamber was 
a moving experience. 
From the marble col-
umns and heavy crimson 
drapes to the famed 
bench, everything was 
infused with the weight 
of history and prestige. 
As for the argument 
itself, both attorneys 
remained composed and 

eloquent, even under intense questioning 
from the justices. Many of the justices 
questioned the patentability of hypotheti-
cal subject matter, including a method 
of speed dating (Justice Sotomayor), a 
method of teaching antitrust law that 
keeps 80 percent of students awake (Jus-
tice Breyer), and even horse-whispering 
(Justice Scalia). During the oft-spirited 
exchanges, my rickety chair nearly 
toppled as I strained to see which justice 
was speaking. Thankfully, I regained 
my balance and the argument passed in 
a blur. Before I knew it, Chief Justice 
Roberts banged the gavel and the justices 
exited the chamber.

As I left the court, exhaustion washed 
over me coupled with elation that I was 
one of the lucky few to witness the argu-
ment. At 4 p.m, exactly 12 hours after I 
woke up, I boarded the train to Philadel-

phia with one thought in my mind – this 
was way better than a flat screen TV! 

Linda X. Shi (lshi@volpe-koenig.com) is an 
attorney with Volpe and Koenig and a recent 
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School. Her technical experience includes 
mechanical systems and devices.

of people who have been helped, just in 
this year alone, by the public interest legal 
community of Philadelphia. 

• The man who became homeless after 
a debilitating accident, whose denial of 
disability benefits was overturned thanks 
to a pro bono lawyer working with the 
Homeless Advocacy Project. He now can 
afford a place to live. 

• The struggling graphic designer who 
almost lost the rights to her entire portfo-
lio until Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers 
for the Arts went to court and saved her 
life’s work. 

• The woman who was saddled with 
bad debt and undiscovered fraud on an 
inherited home whose VIP volunteer 
attorney helped save her credit rating and 
avoid foreclosure on her own property – 
the modest home to her family of five.

• The senior whose daughter physically 

beat and starved her for three days – for 
whom SeniorLAW Center obtained a 
protection from abuse order and who is 

now living safely with other relatives.
The lawyers who have helped these 

individuals deserve our thanks, as well as 

the thanks of their clients, for they make 
us and our profession proud; by their 
work, their light shines on all of us.

This is a season of giving, as well as 
thanks. And one way to say thanks is to 
make a gift.  As you think about your 
year-end charitable giving, think about 
these stories. We at the Bar Founda-
tion think about them every time we 
hold a fundraising event, every time we 
send a fundraising letter, and every time 
we make grants, as we will do later this 
month. And I think about them every 
time I write my column.  

Please join with us at the end of the 
year by making a gift to the Bar Founda-
tion or one of the grantee legal services 
organizations.  

And to all, happy holidays.  

Amy B. Ginensky (ginenskya@pepperlaw.
com), a partner at Pepper Hamilton LLP, is 
president of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation.

By Linda X. Shi

In Their Own Words
Early Wakeup Worth It for Supreme Court Visit

From time to time, the Philadelphia Bar Foundation receives contributions or a 
fund in memory of someone who has died or, on a happier note, to mark a special 
occasion or honor an achievement. Philadelphia lawyers are a special breed. We 
honor them when we make a gift to the Bar Foundation that is then used to assist 
Philadelphia’s public interest lawyers and the clients to whom they provide legal 
services. 
 
In Memory

An anonymous gift in memory of Samuel Barson, father of Leon R. Barson, a 
partner with Pepper Hamilton LLP. 

Given by Amy B. Ginensky and Andrew R. Rogoff in memory of Spencer W. 
Franck, a partner at Saul Ewing, LLP, who served as chair of their Business De-
partment for nine years. Franck served on the Board of the Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania Chapter of the American Red Cross and was a member of the Philadelphia 
Club, the Racquet Club and the Athenaeum of Philadelphia.

Given by Phyllis Horn Epstein in memory of Marie Anderson Yesenko, 
mother of Kathleen D. Wilkinson, a partner with Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edel-
man & Dicker LLP.

Memorial Gifts RecognizedFoundation
continued from page 17

I felt silly climbing 
into a taxi at 4:30 a.m. 
My embarrassment 
quickly turned to 
shock as I neared the 
courthouse and saw 
the line that wrapped 
around the corner 
with people camped 
out in sleeping bags.  
It soon became clear 
that there was an  
unspoken yet strictly 
enforced no-cutting 
policy.
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Kannella
1001 Spruce St.
BYOB
(215) 922-1773
www.kanellarestaurant.com

Kanella’s ethnic innards are adver- 
tised as housing a “Greek Cypriot Kitch-
en” which gives perspicuous homage to 
“the birthplace of Aphrodite.” You need 
not have viewed Botticelli’s “Birth of 
Venus” to instantly recognize an ivory 
white naked Aphrodite emerging in 
full frontal Cypriot femininity from a 
gigantic seashell. She was born from the 
foam of the waves off the coast of Cyprus 
and seemed to become grounded enough 
to endure puberty and become an adult 
goddess of love and fertility. Her spirit 
seems to imbue this restaurant.

The reasonably priced neighbor-
hood eatery has been a culinary BYOB 
blockbuster, ab ovo. It has matured as the 
finest foray into Cypriot/Greek cuisine 
Philadelphia has ever midwifed. I first 
met Chef Konstantino Pitsillides prepar-
ing and serving a grilled Halloumi cheese 
appetizer when he had just begun a stun-
ning stint cooking at the former “MEZE 
Mediterranean” on South 9th Street some 
years ago. The cheese was sharp, salty and 
golden, crisped to a seared tartness on 
top, sides and bottom. He watched as I 
placed a forkful between my lips, grind-
ing my molars to magnify the morsel’s 
molten momentum. My mouth glowed 
in praise even before swallowing.  That 
same brined derivative of lamb’s milk 
is enviably concocted aside a cooling 
chopped salad as a “Starter” at Kanella, 
Pitsillides’ own brilliant establishment.

Enter the premises from under a sea 
blue overhead awning into a homey 
brick-walled venue with bare wooden ta-
bles to your left. There are blue and white 
pillows for back support interspersed 
along a room-length seating panel. A few 
copper pots adorn the bricks. Sparkling 
wine glasses and white napkins add to the 
austerity of the shined tables. Chairs on 
the other side of the tables are painted as 
white as Aphrodite’s nascent belly. Walls 
on all other sides are either island white or 
windowed, giving the sense of being in a 
Cypriot kafenes (coffee house).

Dips of the day with grilled pita bread 
($7) should start your salivation. A 
huddle of varied Mediterranean puddles 
is displayed on a long, thin platter. Dip 
into a placidly oiled roasted red pep-
per mound positioned among sliced 

purple onion strands 
and Middle Eastern 
spices; or drenched-in-
garlic skordalia mashed 
potatoes; or blanched 
and blackened silk-
skinned eggplant ovals 
bathing in hot pepper 
flakes and cinnamon; 
or perhaps a dip of 
pounded black beans, 
parsleyed perfectly and 
profusely. Your tongue 
swirls and sails past full, fresh flavors and 
fragrances. The unleavened flat pita bread 
has puffed from its grilling, ready now to 
allow an insertion of ingredients from a 
mint yogurt-cucumbered tzatziki dip and 
a crushed sesame seed tahini dip infused 
with garlic.  

A sweeter beginning ought be with 
bureki ($7), a phyllo pastry parcel stuffed 
with feta and thyme, then drizzled with 
thyme honey and served with glistening 
purple beets. The pastry is burnt amber 
in color, over which a dramatically placed 
honey spindle rests laden with perfumed 
aromatic thick liquid. A mound of beets 
share the round white plate, surpris-
ing you how such a strange plate-fellow 
complements the texture of thin phyllo. 
Never beware of Greeks bearing beets as 
gifts.

If offered by your waitperson as an off-
the-menu special, do not hesitate to order 
Greek Island chips “for the table.” I don’t 
know what that might cost, nor should 
you care. A huge white bowl arrives 
loaded with thickly cut potato spears. 
The spuds look as if they’ve spent a night 
or two on a Spartan mountaintop before 
having been seasoned for a life of Greek 
drama. They are redolent of heated oils, 
cilantro, peppercorns, garlic and hints 
of lemon and crushed cumin. Your belly 
begins to growl as if it had once been a 
hollow wooden Trojan horse. 

“Mains” are highlighted by mousaka 
($18), filet of fish of the day (market 
price) or moshari ($24). Here, mousaka 
is vegetarian, served with a warm green 
bean salad. The oven baked classic is 
replete with traditional layers of potato, 
aubergine and sauces, rendered perfectly 
verdant beside a tangy brace of greenest 
beans topping salad pieces and rollick-
ing radishes. The moshari is grilled veal 
flank steak over wild mushrooms and 
calmer leafy spinach. There’s more than 
a half-pound of veal lying in a medium 
rare state, resting in pieces stretched across 

a bed of fleshy fungi 
pillowed by the spinach. 
Other spritely colorful 
vegetables abound at 
will. The filet of the day, 
tiger fish, was especially 
silky with a satin-sable 
flakiness. Potatoes and 
fava beans stand by. The 
charred skin of the fish 
remains on it when piled 
onto a red-hot plat-
ter, stunning its smoky 

flavor with a bittersweet afterglow.
Or you can try keftedes ($10), 

chopped veal and pork rolled, rounded 
and fried into miniature meatloafs oozing 
with onion bits and spiked by cinnamon. 
The Cypriot cabal is surrounded by 
yogurt and herbed salad. Watch out for 
kappari – capers with tiny thorns.  

I shall not mention the rabbit leg 
braised with “mountzentra” ($23), nor al-
lude to the katsiki goat stew ($25), except 
to say they are accompanied by either 
lentils and luscious fried onions or crispy 

okra and wheat berries, and you may 
acquire a taste on the spot, or not. 

Desserts or “glika” are sweets that may 
be sampled by ordering the daily assort-
ment of traditional pastries ($8 – $12). 
They range from a phyllo-dough-perime-
tered mixture of nuts and dates, fig cook-
ies, syrup impinged baklava and halva.

Uniquely stylized and elegantly pre-
sented, you find your palate at the Petra 
tou Romiou, the rock where Aphrodite 
was born.

EQUO CREDITE, TEUCRI

Skinny D. Bockol, a sole practitioner, is an ad-
visory editor of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter. 
Read his reviews online at bockol.com.

INCORPORATION
AND 

LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY FORMATION

CONVENIENT, COURTEOUS SAME DAY SERVICE

PREPARATION AND FILING SERVICES IN ALL STATES

CORPORATION OUTFITS AND
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY OUTFITS

SAME DAY SHIPMENT OF YOUR ORDER

CORPORATE STATUS REPORTS
UCC, LIEN AND JUDGMENT SEARCH SERVICES

DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL SERVICES

M. BURR KEIM COMPANY
SERVING THE LEGAL PROFESSION SINCE 1931

2021 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

PHONE: (215) 563-8113

FAX: (215) 977-9386

WWW.MBURRKEIM.COM

Feasts to Famine

By Skinny D’Bockol

A Restaurant Worthy of Aphrodite Herself
Kannella has matured 
as the finest foray into 
Cypriot/Greek cuisine 
Philadelphia has ever  
mid-wifed.
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at Temple, Cooper and his partner won 
the national moot court championship in 
constitutional law and was the runner-up 
in the national trial team championship, 
all of which he did before graduating with 
honors. 

Cooper also has a distinguished history 
of community service. He is serving his 
second term on the Temple University 
Alumni Association Board of Directors. 
He is also on the board of Philadelphia 
VIP, serves as a certified court arbitrator 
and is an elected member of the Moore-
stown Republican Municipal Commit-
tee in Burlington County, N.J. He also 

serves on his township’s Ethics Board and 
Recreation Advisory Committee.  He 
served on the Board of Governors of the 
Pyramid Club and was a member of the 
2004 Leadership, Inc. CORE Class.

He has been an active member of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association’s leadership 
since 1995. He won election in 2007 as 
Vice Chancellor, running unopposed 
on a platform to strengthen the Bar’s rel-
evance and promoting regional economic 
growth. 

He has been elected as an at-large 
member of the Association’s Board of 

Governors, twice co-chaired the Labor 
and Employment Committee and has 
served on numerous special task forces at 
the appointment of prior Chancellors.

Cooper has served six years in the 
Association’s Cabinet, holding every posi-
tion of fiduciary responsibility including 
Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, member 
of the Budget and Audit Committees, 
chair of the Audit Committee, as well as 
Treasurer and Financial Secretary of the 
Young Lawyers Division.

He is currently a member of the 
American Bar Association as well as the 

Pennsylvania and New Jersey Bar Associa-
tions.

Before beginning his career as an attor-
ney, Cooper obtained his his B.A. degree 
from Vassar College with a dual major 
in economics and political science.  After 
college Cooper spent time working on 
Capitol Hill. He has since been involved 
with numerous political campaigns at the 
local state and national levels.  

He and his wife Karen, a fellow attor-
ney, live in Moorestown, N.J., with their 
daughter Amanda, age 9, and son Colin, 
age 6. They are avid sports fans; Cooper 
even captains an adult soccer team.

Join your fellow Bar members at the 
Dec. 8 Annual Meeting Luncheon and 
listen to Cooper’s plans for his year as 
Chancellor in 2010.

webCheck Visit philadelphiabar.org to purchase 
tickets to the Annual Meeting  
Luncheon on Dec. 8.

Philadelphia Bar Association Annual Meeting
Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 12 p.m. at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets

• Featuring remarks by Chancellor-Elect Scott F. Cooper on his plans for his year as Chancellor in 2010
• Presentation of the Wachovia Fidelity Award to Joseph A. Sullivan

• Presentation of the Justice William J. Brennan Jr. Distinguished Jurist Award to Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Judge Annette M. Rizzo

Please make _______ reservations for the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Quarterly 
Meeting and Luncheon. Tickets are $55 for members and $60 for non-members. 
Checks should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association.
 
Name: ___________________________________________________
 
Firm/Employer:  _____________________________________________
 
Address: _________________________________________________
 
_______________________________________________________
 
Phone: ___________________________ Fax: ____________________
 
E-Mail: ___________________________________________________

Return to:
Annual Meeting
Philadelphia Bar Association
1101 Market St., 11th floor
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2955

Credit Cardholder: ___________________________________________
 
_____ Visa   _____  MasterCard   _____ American Express

Card number: ______________________________________________

Expiration date: ____________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________

Credit card payments should be faxed to Bar Headquarters at (215) 238-1159.

Cooper
continued from page 1

Awards
continued from page 1

the administration of justice. 
Judge Rizzo was recognized for her 

work with the city’s Residential Mortgage 
Foreclosure Diversion Pilot Program, 
which helps struggling homeowners avoid 
foreclosure. The program has helped 
more than 1,000 homeowners. The FJD 
was recognized by the National Associa-
tion for Court Management with the 
2009 Justice Achievement Award for the 
program.

“Judge Rizzo took a very, very difficult 
situation that was driven by national eco-
nomic circumstances and constructively 
worked out a program that benefits both 
sides,” said Brennan Award Committee 
Chair John E. Savoth.

Dennis served as Chancellor in 1993 

and is a partner at Stradley Ronon 
Stevens & Young, LLP. In 2000, he was 
appointed to the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court Committee on Racial and Gender 
Bias in the Justice System. 

Dennis is a fellow of the American 
College of Trial Lawyers. He received the 
Civil Liberties Award from the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union Foundation. 
The National Bar Association bestowed 
the Region III Advocacy Award upon 
him. His alma mater, Howard Univer-
sity School of Law, recognized him as a 
Distinguished Alumnus. In recent years, 
Dennis has also received an award from 
the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People Legal Defense 
Educational Fund and the American Bar 
Association’s Pro Bono Publico Award.

Sullivan is special counsel and direc-
tor of pro bono programs at Pepper 
Hamilton LLP. He is also co-chair of the 

Association’s Delivery of Legal Services 
Committee.

In nomination materials, Sullivan 
is referred to as “integral to almost 
every major effort of our public in-
terest community over the last de-
cade, helping to strengthen the re-
sources and futures of our organizations 
and programs and promoting the ideal of 
access to justice.”

He serves on the boards of Communi-
ty Legal Services, the Homeless Advocacy 

Project (ex officio and as past president) 
and Inn Dwelling (a community develop-
ment organization for which he is board 
chairman), and he is active in a number 
of other organizations, including Phila-
delphia VIP. He is a past counsel to the 
Board of Governors of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association, and he has served as an 
independent counsel to the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia and as a legal advisor to 
the Philadelphia School Reform Com-
mission.

Rizzo Dennis Sullivan
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This year, all candidates for Bar 
line offices are unopposed. The candi-
dates are Kathleen D. Wilkinson, secre-
tary; Joseph A. Prim Jr., treasurer; Sophia 
Lee, assistant secretary; and Wesley R. 
Payne, assistant treasurer.

Wilkinson, a partner at Wilson, Elser, 
Moskowitz, Edelman & Dicker, LLP, is a 
graduate of Villanova University School 
of Law and is a past president of the J. 
Willard O’Brien Inn of Court.

Wilkinson serves as secretary of the 
Association. She served as a member of 
the Board of Governors from 2000 to 
2003. She was co-chair of the Women in 
the Profession Committee in 1998 and 
1999. She was co-chair of the State Civil 
Litigation Section in 2006 and 2007 and 
served as the section’s secretary in 2005. 
She was co-chair of the State Civil Rules 
Committee in 2003 and 2004. She was 
a member of the Judicial Selection Com-

mittee and co-chair of the Raising the Bar 
Campaign. Wilkinson also participated 
in forming, and then presenting on 
behalf of the Association, the first Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg Legal Writing Competi-
tion Award in the presence of Justices 
Ginsburg and O’Connor in 2003 and is 
a co-chair of the committee. She was a 
member of the Commission on Judicial 

Selection and Retention on 2006 and 
2007 and the Nominating Committee in 
2001 and 2006. She was a member of the 
Elections Committee in 2008.

In 2005, Wilkinson was appointed 
to the Rules of Evidence Committee of 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and to 
the Interbranch Commission on Gen-
der, Racial and Ethnic Fairness by Gov. 
Rendell. Wilkinson is a member of the 
Pennsylvania Bar Association and was 
honored for development of programs 
for women attorneys. She is a member of 
the Forum of Executive Women, Asian 
Pacific Americans Bar Association of 
Pennsylvania, Louis D. Brandeis Society, 
Justinian Society (Friend of the Society) 
and the Lawyers Club of Philadelphia.

She has worked with Philadelphia 
LawWorks Lawyering Together program 

and is a board member of Friends of 
Farmworkers. She is a member of the 
board of the Defender Association of 
Philadelphia and has served as president 
of three different civic associations.

Prim is a partner with Duca and Prim 
and a graduate of the Boston University 
School of Law. Prim is currently the 
treasurer of the Association and served as 
the Workers’ Compensation Section rep-
resentative to the Board of Governors in 
2003 and was an elected member of the 
Board of Governors from 2005 to 2007.

He was co-chair of the Solo and 
Small Firm Committee in 2001, 2002 
and 2004 to 2006 and co-chair of the 
Workers’ Compensation Committee 
in 1994. He served as treasurer of the 
Workers’ Compensation Section (1996 to 

John E. Savoth, of counsel to Saltz 
Mongeluzzi Barrett & Bendesky, is the 
lone candidate for Vice Chancellor this 
year.

Savoth is a graduate of Widener 
University School of Law and is presently 
parliamentarian of the Association.

He was chair of the Board of Gov-
ernors in 1997 and vice chair in 1996. 
He served as Assistant Secretary to the 
Board from 2002 to 2004 and Secretary 
from 2005 to 2007. Savoth was chair of 
the Young Lawyers Section in 1993. He 
has also served as chair of the Wacho-
via Fidelity Award Committee (2008), 
co-chair, Committee Review Task Force 
(2008), chair, Professional Responsibility 
Committee (1999), co-chair, Profes-
sional Responsibility Committee (1998), 
chair, Member Services Task Force 
(1996), member, Board of Governors 
(1995-1998), trustee, Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation (1994-96), chair, Sole and 
Small Firm Committee (1994), mem-

ber, Board of Governors Cabinet (1993, 
1996-97, 2002-07, 2009), member, 
Commission on Judicial Selection and 
Retention (1993, 2002-2007), member, 
Campaign for Qualified Judges (1993), 
chair, Young Lawyers Section Long Range 
Planning Committee (1992), member, 
Chancellor’s Pro Bono Task Force (2002), 
and a member, Bike-a-Thon Committee 
(2004-2009).

Savoth is member of the Pennsylvania 
Bar Association House of Delegates, Zone 
1, and the board of directors of the Phila-
delphia Trial Lawyers Association (from 
1991 to 1996). He was on the Board 
of Directors of the Homeless Advocacy 
Project from 1991 to 1996. Savoth was 
a hearing committee member of the 
Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court 
of Pennsylvania from 1991 to 1997. He 
was chair of the Hearing Committee 1.10 
from 1996 to 1997.

He is a member of the Pennsylvania 
Association for Justice, the American As-

sociation for Justice, The Justinian Society 
(Friend of the Justinians), American Bar 
Association, Lawyers Club of Philadel-
phia, Public Justice Foundation, Temple 
American Inn of Courts (1993-98) and 
has also served as a judge pro tem in the 
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas.

“I have always been committed to the 
improvement of the cornerstones of our 
profession – complete access to an inde-
pendent judiciary, increased assistance to 
the under-served, and enhanced profes-
sional development,” said Savoth.

“I will continue to promote impor-
tant efforts to help members – from sole 
practitioners to those in the largest firms 
– build and sustain their practices in the 
face of the most challenging economic 
environment in generations. As Vice 
Chancellor and eventually Chancellor, 
I will be a strong and vocal advocate for 
both the attorneys that make up our or-
ganization and the people we represent,” 
he said.

2009 bar eLections

Savoth Unopposed for Vice Chancellor

John E. Savoth

Wilkinson LeePrim Payne

Notice of Election - Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2009 
Park Hyatt at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets

There being no opposition for the following offices, a unanimous ballot will be 
cast for these individuals who will be elected to the offices as noted: Vice Chancel-
lor, John E. Savoth; Secretary, Kathleen D. Wilkinson; Treasurer, Joseph A. Prim 
Jr.; Assistant Secretary, Sophia Lee; Assistant Treasurer, Wesley R. Payne; and Stacy 
A. Tees, Brandi Brice, Scott P. Sigman, H. Marc Tepper and Kimberly Ruch-
Alegant, Board of Governors.

Line Offices Uncontested in Association Election

continued on page 24
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The five candidates seeking three-
year terms on the Board of Governors 
are running unopposed. They are Brandi 
Brice, Kimberly Ruch-Alegant, Scott 
P. Sigman, Stacy A. Tees and H. Marc 
Tepper.

Brice is an assistant city solicitor in 
the Major Tax Enforcement Unit of the 
Law Department of the City of Philadel-
phia and a 2003 graduate of the Temple 
University Beasley School of Law. She 
received her LL.M. in taxation from 

Temple in 2006.
She is a former assistant district at-

torney with the Philadelphia District 
Attorney’s Office, where she worked in 
the major trials unit, felony waivers unit, 
juvenile court unit, municipal court unit 
and special narcotics unit.

She is co-chair of the Bar Association’s 
Government and Public Service Lawyers 
Committee and a member of the State 
Civil Litigation Section. She was a mem-
ber of the Investigative Division of the 

Commission on Judicial Selection and 
Retention and a judge for the Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg Pursuit of Justice Legal Writing 
Competition. She was also a panelist for 
the Chancellor’s Summit on Diversity. 
Brice has served as a tutor for the City of 
Philadelphia Reading Stars Program and 
is an executive board member of the Bar-
risters’ Association of Philadelphia.

Ruch-Alegant is president of Alegant 
Law, P.C. and a graduate of Temple Uni-
versity Beasley School of Law.

She is co-chair of the Association’s 
Women in the Profession Committee and 
is a member of the Lawyer Referral and 
Information Service Committee. She is a 
member of the Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association, Bucks County Bar Asso-
ciation, Pennsylvania Bar Association, 
eWomen Network, National Association 
of Women Business Owners, Women’s 
Business Forum and the Eastern Mont-
gomery County Chamber of Commerce. 

She has served on the Board of Direc-
tors of Friends of the Churchville Nature 
Center, Overington House and Coalition 
of Labor Union Women. She has volun-
teered for the Support Center for Child 
Advocates.

Sigman is a founder and partner of Sig-
man & Rochlin, LLC and is a graduate of 
Temple University Beasley School of Law. 
He is a former assistant district attorney 
with the Philadelphia District Attorney’s 
Office.

He is a former chair of the Association’s 
Young Lawyers Division. He is treasurer 
of The Lawyers Club of Philadelphia and 
is Zone Chair for the Young Lawyers 
Division of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion. He is vice president of the Weed & 
Seed Board and is a member of the execu-
tive board of the Temple Law Alumni 
Association.

He is a member of the Philadelphia 
Trial Lawyers Association, The Pennsylva-
nia Association for Justice, the American 
Association for Justice, Temple American 

Inn of Court, Pennsylvania Society, Louis 
D. Brandeis Law Society, Justinian Soci-
ety, Union League of Philadelphia, World 
Affairs Council, Friends of the American 
Red Cross, Pen and Pencil Club, Pyramid 
Club, Variety Club, Vesper Club, District 
Attorneys’ Alumni Association, and 
National and Pennsylvania District At-
torneys Associations. 

Tees is an associate with German, Gal-
lagher & Murtagh, P.C. and a graduate of 
Duquesne University School of Law.

She served as secretary to the Workers’ 
Compensation Section in 2005-2006 and 
was Section co-chair in 2008. She was the 
Workers’ Compensation Section repre-
sentative to Board of Governors in 2008. 
She is a member of the Section’s Execu-
tive Committee and the Section’s Holiday 
Party Silent Auction Committee.

She was a member of the Board of 
Governors in 2009. She was a team leader 
and team member of the Advancing Civ-
ics Education program at Paul Robeson 
High School.

Tees is a member of the Pennsylvania 
Bar Association, Pennsylvania Self-Insur-
ers Association and the executive com-
mittee of the Philadelphia Association of 
Defense Counsel.

Tepper is a shareholder with Buchanan 
Ingersoll & Rooney PC and a graduate 
of the New England School of Law. He 
handles a variety of matters with a con-
centration in business and insurance law.

He is a member of the Association’s 
Legislative Liaison Committee, Charity 
Run Committee and the investigative 
division of the Commission on Judicial 
Selection and Retention.

He is president of the America-Israel 
Chamber of Commerce, Central Atlantic 
Region. He is a member of the Defense 
Research Institute, The Lawyers Club 
of Philadelphia, the Washington, D.C., 
Government Contracts and Litigation 
Section and the International Association 
of Defense Counsel. 

2009 bar eLections

Brice Ruch-Alegant Sigman Tees Tepper

Five Unopposed for Board of Governors
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alexandra m. antoniou

Professional Background: Sole prac-
titioner, Villanova University School of 
Law.
Activities: Smith College Philadelphia 
Club (executive board member), Vil-
lanova Law J. O’Brien Inn of Court, 
Philadelphia VIP Tax Clinic, member, 
Young Lawyers Division.
Candidate’s Statement: My profes-
sional experience coupled with my 
organizational skills and determination 
qualifies me to serve on the YLD Execu-
tive Committee.  I serve on the Executive 
Board of the Philadelphia Smith College 
Club, and plan a variety of events that 
draw diverse members of the commu-
nity.  My professional involvement also 
demonstrates my continued dedication 
to my community.  I belong to the Inn of 
Court, work in the Tax Clinic, and rep-
resent clients pro bono.  I look forward to 
the opportunity to employ these skills as 
an active member of the YLD Executive 
Committee.

rachel e. branson
Professional Background: Associate, 
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP. 
Villanova University School of Law.
Activities: Member, Schnader Harrison 
Segal & Lewis LLP Diversity Commit-
tee; vice president of finance, Barristers’ 
Association of Philadelphia: Business 
Law Section liaison to Young Lawyers 
Division Executive Committee.
Candidate’s Statement: I am seek-
ing election to increase my involvement 
with the Bar Association and my role on 
the YLD. During the past year, I have 
served as liaison to the Business Law 
Section. In that capacity, I have been an 
active participant in meetings and have 
seen the need for the involvement of 
young lawyers in all aspects of the Bar 
Association. Currently, I am assisting the 
Business Law Section with its law student 
outreach initiative. As a member of the 
Executive Committee, I have actively 
participated in community outreach 
events and opportunities to fellowship 
with my colleagues.

roxane crowley
Professional Background: SeniorLAW 
Center Borchard Fellow in Law and 
Aging, Temple University Beasley School 
of Law.
Activities: Young Lawyers Divi-

sion – liaison, Public Interest Section; 
Legal Line Committee chair; co-chair, 
Law Week essay and poster contests; 
committee member, Harvest for the 
Homeless, People’s Law School.
Candidate’s Statement:  My work as a 
public interest attorney and as a liaison to 
the YLD Executive Committee demon-
strates my commitment to serving others 
through leadership, project coordination 
and direct service. I have successfully 
chaired and co-chaired YLD committees 
and have been impressed by the cama-
raderie among and commitment of my 
fellow young lawyers. If elected to the 
Executive Committee, I will work to en-
gage and promote the interests of young 
attorneys across practice areas. My legal 
work for some of Philadelphia’s most 
vulnerable will allow me to add a unique 
perspective to how young attorneys can 
better serve our community.

ryan G. Gatto
Professional Background: Judicial 
clerk, Complex Litigation Center, First 
Judicial District of Pennsylvania. Univer-
sity of Illinois College of Law. 
Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division, 
Military Affairs Committee; Justin-
ian Society (chair of Young Lawyers 
Division); Volunteer, Temple University 
L.E.A.P. high school mock trial program; 
volunteer attorney, Philadelphia VIP and 
SeniorLAW Center.
Candidate’s Statement: As a nascent 
litigator (but desiring some life outside 
work), a public sector attorney (but with 
a Big Law wife), and a native far-removed 
from Philadelphia (but still a Phillies 
fan), I hope to bring a number of differ-

ent perspectives to the Bar Association. 
Hopefully, such a fresh (and optimistic) 
eye will aid the Bar in its primary duties 
of promoting Philadelphia and repre-
senting the multi-faceted interests of its 
members. So, whatever drives you, I will 
attempt to use my experience to convey 
your concerns to the YLD. Perhaps, after 
three years, I can be adopted as a real 
Philadelphian.

Joshua L. Gayl
Professional Background: Associate, 
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP. Villanova 
University School of Law.
Activities: Member, American Bar 
Association, Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion, American Association for Justice, 
Brandeis Law Society. 
Candidate’s Statement:  I am a fourth-
year associate seeking to expand my legal 
experience, public service commitment 
and professional network. I believe I am 
ideally suited for the Young Lawyers 
Division Executive Committee. I have 
served in leadership roles for several 
civic organizations with great success 
in increasing membership, awareness 
and overall health of the organization 
both in terms of financial stability and 
commitment to the organizations’ goals 
and mission. Along with my enthusi-
asm, determination and commitment to 
professional integrity, this experience has 
prepared me to become a valuable asset 
to the YLD Executive Committee.

Joseph P. Guzzardo
Professional Background: Associate, 
Reger Rizzo and Darnall, LLP. Temple 

University Beasley School of Law.
Activities: Temple L.E.A.P. high school 
mock trial coach; member, Justinian 
Society; Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Committee liaison to Young Lawyers 
Division.
Candidate’s Statement: The main pur-
pose of the Young Lawyers Division is to 
promote justice and improve the quality 
of the legal system – two goals that I have 
attempted to meet every time I step into 
the courtroom and through my work 
with Philadelphia’s high school mock 
trial program. I am aware that I represent 
both my client and an entire genera-
tion of young lawyers that some people 
consider to be self-serving. With this 
in mind, I volunteered to help plan the 
Harvest for the Homeless and facilitated 
what I hope will be a fruitful relationship 
with the Project H.O.M.E. organization 
in Philadelphia. 

Paul w. kaufman
Professional Background: Assistant 
United States Attorney, United States 
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania. Yale Law School.
Activities: Philadelphia Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division Executive Com-
mittee (co-chair, Mock Trial Committee; 
member, Law Week Committee; chair, 
Rules Committee, John S. Bradway 
Mock Trial Competition; participant, 
Law Week activities; lecturer, Temple 
L.E.A.P Camp). Advancing Civics 
Education program executive committee 
founding member; volunteer, attorney fee 
dispute panel; Host Committee, Logis-
tics Chair, National High School Mock 
Trial Competition.

10 Seek 7 Seats on YLD Executive Committee
2009 bar eLections

Antoniou

Guzzardo

Branson

Kaufman

Crowley

Laver

Gatto

Serianni

Gayl

Wyble

continued on page 24
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Candidate’s Statement: I have been a 
member of the Young Lawyers Division 
Executive Committee since 2004 because 
I am committed to serving the commu-
nity through civic education. For the past 
five years, I have committed myself to the 
mock trial program, serving as a coach, 
judge, teacher, problem author and co-
ordinator at the local, state and national 
levels. I am a co-founder of the ACE 
program and a co-author of its model 
curriculum as well as a team leader. I ask 
for your vote so that I can continue to 
create opportunities for young lawyers to 
give back to our community. 

matthew G. Laver
Professional Background: Judicial 
law clerk, Philadelphia Court of Com-
mon Pleas President Judge Pamela Pryor 
Dembe, University of Maryland Law 
School.
Activities: Member, Brandeis Law 
Society, Jewish Law Day Committee, 
University of Pennsylvania Alumni Club, 
University of Maryland Recent Gradu-
ate Committee. Volunteer, Philadelphia 
Arbitration Center, Philadelphia Reads.
Candidate’s Statement:  I believe that 
I can help to achieve our YLD goals of 
improving the quality of our legal justice 

system and giving expression to the desire 
of our young lawyers to promote justice 
in our city. My position as a judicial law 
clerk affords me daily interaction with at-
torneys, judges and clerks. In this compa-
ny, I am well positioned to both advocate 
for the YLD and to receive useful counsel 
from all segments of our bench and bar. 
As your voice on the Executive Commit-
tee, I will do all that I can to effectuate 
our shared goals and desires.

Justin serianni
Professional Background: The Law 
Office of Justin Serianni. Widener 
University School of Law, J.D.; Temple 
University Beasley School of Law, LL.M. 
in Trial Advocacy.
Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association, Justinian Society and 
Greater Philadelphia Community Affairs 
Council of Gaudeniza, the region’s larg-
est provider of drug and alcohol rehabili-
tation services.
Candidate’s Statement: As a young 
attorney who recently opened a law 
firm, I understand the importance of 
networking with my peers and I know 
that the Young Lawyers Division presents 
the best vehicle for us to promote our 
mutual success. And as a member of the 
YLD Executive Committee, I will work 
to make the network of Philadelphia’s 
young lawyers stronger, more diverse 
and poised to face the challenges of our 

profession.

Jeffery wyble
Professional Background: Attend-
ing Villanova University Law School of 
LL.M. in Taxation, Widener University 
School of Law.
Activities: Member, American Bar As-
sociation, Pennsylvania Bar Association.
Candidate’s Statement: I recently 
returned to Philadelphia after practic-
ing law for three years out of state and 

am eager to assist the Young Lawyers 
Division of the Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion in serving its members. During my 
years of practice, I was an active member 
in multiple bar associations outside the 
Philadelphia area. This experience allows 
me to assist the Executive Committee in 
providing new services and programs to 
the members of the Young Lawyers Divi-
sion. I look forward to using my unique 
experience and motivation to provide 
excitement and opportunity for all mem-
bers of the Young Lawyers Division. 

Election Notice

Candidates For YLD Executive Committee
Balloting for members of the Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee 

will take place on Tuesday, Dec. 8, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the Ballroom 
Level of the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets. 
This year, 10 candidates are seeking election to seven seats available on the YLD 
Executive Committee. Committee members serve three-year terms.

 
Candidates for Office

Note: Only members in good standing of the Association’s Young Lawyers Divi-
sion may cast votes in this election. Attorneys are members of the Division if (1) 
they have not yet reached or reached in 2009 the age of 37, or (2) they have not 
yet reached or reached in 2009 the third anniversary of their first admission to the 
bar of any state.

Alexandra M. Antoniou
Rachel E. Branson
Roxane Crowley
Ryan G. Gatto
Joshua L. Gayl

Joseph P. Guzzardo
Paul W. Kaufman
Matthew G. Laver

Justin Serianni
Jeffery Wyble

YLD Election
continued from page 23

2008) and is a member of the State Civil 
Litigation Section, Workers’ Compensa-
tion Section and was a member of the 
Strategic Planning and the Long Range 
Planning Committees.

Outside the Association, he is a 
member of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion Civil Litigation Section, Workers’ 
Compensation Section and Solo and 
Small Firm Practice Section. He is a 
member of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion House of Delegates and a member 
of the American Bar Association General 
Practice, Solo and Small Firm Section, 
Law Practice Management Section and 
Litigation Section. He is a member of the 
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association, 
the Pennsylvania Association for Justice 
and a charter member of Friends of the 
Justinian Society. He is a supporter of the 
Boston University School of Law Public 
Interest Project and a member of the 
Brehon Law Society; The Lawyers Club 

of Philadelphia; Charter Member, John 
Peter Zenger Law Society; The Union 
League; member, House Committee; 
Chairman of Fitness Center; Member 
Lincoln Table Management Committee; 
The Pennsylvania Society; The Philadel-
phia Zoo; Philadelphia Museum of Art; 
The Millay Club, Bishop Neumann High 
School Alumni Association; Volunteer, 
Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent 
Program; Smithsonian Associate; Patron, 
Riverbend; Lower Merion Conservancy; 
Bridlewild Trails; The Penn Club; and 
The St. Andrew’s Society of Philadelphia.

Lee is a senior attorney with Sunoco 
and a graduate of the Temple University 
Beasley School of Law and is currently 
assistant secretary of the Association.
She was chair of the Board of Governors 
Diversity Committee in 2008 and a 
member of the City Policy Committee, 
the Young Lawyers Division Executive 
Committee and the Judicial Selection 
Committee.

She has been a member of the ex-
ecutive committee of the Asian Pacific 
American Bar Association of Pennsylvania 
since 2000, having served as president 

in 2006. She is co-chair of the Litiga-
tion Committee of the National Asian 
Pacific American Bar Association and is 
a member of the National Association of 
Women Lawyers.

Lee is a former board member and 
president of AIDS Services in Asian 
Communities and has been board devel-
opment director for the Asian Arts Initia-
tive since 2002. She was a member of 
the executive board of the Cornell Club 
of Greater Philadelphia and a volunteer 
with the Cornell Alumni Ambassadors 
Admissions Network. She is vice chair 
of the Mayor’s Commission on Asian 
American Affairds and is a board member 
of the Old City Civic Association. She 
is a member of the advisory board of 
Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts and a 
board member of Philadelphia VIP.

Payne is a partner with White and 
Williams, LLP and a graduate of the 
University of Maryland School of Law. 
He is currently assistant treasurer of the 
Association. 

He is chair of the Veterans Affairs 
Committee and co-chair of the Insurance 
Programs Committee. He is a member of 

the Minorities in the Profession Com-
mittee, Diversity Committee and an 
Advancing Civics Education program 
team leader in 2008 and 2009. He served 
as a panelist in the Racial Diversity and 
the Law, Philadelphia Bar Association 
Speakers’ Series in 2006.

Payne serves as a judge pro tem, 
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas 
and is a member of the Board of Direc-
tors, Philadelphia Diversity Law Group, 
Inc.; Philadelphia Association of Defense 
Counsel; Pennsylvania Defense Institute, 
director, North East Region and chair, 
Rules Committee; Barristers’ Associa-
tion of Philadelphia; Pennsylvania Bar 
Association, Minority Bar and Judicial 
Administration Committees; Defense 
Research Institute, Diversity and Toxic 
Tort & Environmental Law Committees; 
co-chair Homeless Advocacy Project Prac-
tice Group; Volunteer for the Indigent 
Program, case volunteer and Tangled Title 
Practice Group; Washington and Lee 
University, Alumni Admissions Program. 
He is also a certified arbitration panelists 
in both Philadelphia County and federal 
court. 

Officers
continued from page 21
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n By Marc W. Reuben

The critical aspect of the recent 
screen adaptation of the Dickens novella 
“A Christmas Carol” is the fact that the 
age of technical wizardry has hatched 
so little in the manner of imagination. 
This Disney movie, which is OK for its 
kind, is little more than an excuse to use 
the brand of peculiar anime, which is 
the specialty in the films writer/director 
Robert Zemekis so often makes. Here 
are all the images, clearly drawn (but not 
drafted) in an all too sparkling adapta-
tion of a story that once had a social mes-
sage that was carried by inherent fog.

The fog of the industrial London is 
here clearly drawn. The faces, so often 
visualized by readers as pallid and fey, are 
here amplified for effect. Children here 
have roses in their cheeks. While amusing 
to look at and drawn to attract sympa-
thetic viewers, this is not what Dickens 
intended by a long shot. This is the 1976 
“King Kong” transferred to Christmas-
time. It is a clever use of technical bravura 
in a vehicle that cries out for an artists’ 
photography. The wonder of the original 
story was the contrast of impoverishment 

and plenty and how holiday spirit could 
banish the poverty of human society.

To its credit, the movie follows this 
moral compass, even if the atmospherics 
are deficient. The characters, voiced and 
acted by a number of notables, including 
Jim Carrey, Colin Firth and, most nota-
bly, Gary Oldman, do their best to make 
bright colors more appropriate for the 
story. Where this overdone tale should use 
imagination, there is technical trickery. 
Instead of being hopeless, this film is at 
times frightening. There is no subtlety to 
it, and that is a shame because a lot of the 
actors involved could do better.

The fault, if one wants to classify it as 
such, lies with Zemekis, who wrote and 
directed. While there is some fealty to the 
gist of the celebrated tale, this is another 
try by the director to replace human 
talent with that of machines. Firth, who 
provides the voice of nephew Fred, told 
an interviewer that in order to obtain 
the performance capture technique 
used in this film, he had to stand in his 
underwear covered with orange dots, 
so that technicians could reproduce the 
movements of his body in the film. The 
result, while something to look at, does 

not merit acclaim as anything other than 
a technical blink. Zemekis tried the same 
effect with his “Polar Express” some time 
ago, and the public obliged in a tepid 
way. This is because the process of which 
this director is so fond is little more than 
a coloring book. The ultimate goal of 
such workings is the imitation of natural 
forms. Maybe when actors grow too old, 
lost youth be captured by magic imaging. 
But why try to refresh human images 
when the humans are right there? This is 
unimaginative. And although the movie 
is good, not first rate, the technical imag-
ing used in it begs more questions than it 
answers.

For the most definitive version of this 
tale, the excellent 1951 version directed 
by Brian Desmond-Hurst and starring 
Alastair Sim as Scrooge, is still the best 
– the very best. And the technical aspects 
of that film are prehistoric.

Returning to the world of jollity, there 
is the Grant Heslin-directed film “The 
Men Who Stare At Goats” a perfectly 
enjoyable absurdist comedy. The joy in 
this film, which stars George Clooney 
and Ewan McGregor (both of whom 
are wonderful as a nutty soldier and a 

reporter, respectively), and is devoted to 
telling the story of soldiers who try to use 
their mental powers to fight the enemy, is 
the performance of Jeff Bridges, America’s 
most underrated actor. 

As a veteran of the Vietnam War who 
develops the program of mental warfare, 
Bridges is wonderful. He is brave, blus-
tery, bold and demented. His loony antics 
are a clever commentary on the quality of 
military leadership of that generation.

By looking at some of the more idiotic 
aspects of warfare (not to say they were 
impossible in toto) this film cleverly 
glances at the strained leadership skills of 
fools and yes men. In commenting mer-
rily on the outlandish notions of military 
goons, this film provides the message 
that we should look under the bed for 
absurdist militarist boogeymen, who are 
lunatics, if we have not already elected 
them to high office. Merry Christmas.

Marc W. Reuben (marcreuben@yahoo.com), 
a sole practitioner, is an advisory editor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Reporter. He has been writ-
ing about the arts and media since 1973.

Latest ‘Carol’ Lacking; ‘Goats’ a Holiday Treat
Arts & Media

chancellor interviewed

Chancellor Sayde J. Ladov is interviewed by Nikki Johnson-Huston for Community College of 
Philadelphia’s “A Life in the Law: Legal Leaders” program on Nov. 2. The show is part of the 
Paralegal Studies Program and the Center for Law and Society at Community College of Philadel-
phia. The show is taped at CCP in a campus television studio and is shown on Channel 53, avail-
able to all 700,000 Comcast subscribers in Philadelphia.

Philadelphia VIP recognizes Jim Beasley Jr., partner 
at The Beasley Firm LLC, as Volunteer of the Month for his 
outstanding volunteer assistance to VIP 
clients. 

 Since 2005, Beasley has used his 
legal expertise and trial advocacy skills 
to benefit VIP clients. His work for VIP 
clients spans the realm of auto accidents, 
consumer finance, and contracts litigation. 
He often takes on small Municipal Court 
cases because of their larger significance to 
our clients and their lives. He extends himself and his firm by 
accepting emergency cases just hours before deadlines.

In one case, Beasley successfully had a young client dis-
missed from a case who was being sued by a health club for 
more than $2,500 through a contract she signed without fully 
understanding the terms. In another case, he represented a 
disabled client in opening a default judgment and reversing a 
suspension of her license due to an auto accident her brother 
caused without her knowledge. Thanks to his persistence, the 
matter was resolved and the client was able to have her license 
reinstated.  Beyond representing clients, lawyers from The 
Beasley Firm have shared their expertise by mentoring other 
VIP attorneys in litigation matters.  

For his flexibility and inspired advocacy serving the needs of 
VIP clients, Philadelphia VIP offers its heartfelt appreciation to 
Jim Beasley Jr. and his firm, The Beasley Firm.

VIP Honors Beasley

Beasley
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for training and handling pro bono cases.
Judge Strawbridge serves on a com-

mittee that handles the assignment of 
pro bono lawyers for two types of cases 
– prisoners’ civil rights and employment 
law cases. Many prisoners’ claims are 
filed on a pro se basis. When a pro bono 
attorney steps in to assist an indigent 
prisoner, it benefits both the client and 
the court by giving the client an oppor-

tunity to have his 
or her claims clearly 
presented. Unlike 
prisoners’ civil rights 
cases, the clients in 
employment law 
cases, which are usu-
ally Title VII cases, 
are not incarcerated and therefore the pro 
bono attorney has much more exposure 
to and contact with the client. One 
incentive for attorneys to volunteer for 
pro bono work through this committee 

is the possibility of 
recovering attorneys 
fees upon success of 
the case. 

Pro bono work 
gives young lawyers 
a hands-on opportu-
nity to interact with 

clients and get courtroom experience. 
For unemployed attorneys, volunteer-
ing for pro bono work is a worthy use of 
extra time and a noble way to enhance 
a resume. Seasoned attorneys who have 

experienced success in their careers can 
give back to the legal community and 
donate their time to assist others who are 
not as fortunate by volunteering for pro 
bono work. Whether you are the one in 
need of assistance or the one volunteering 
your time and expertise, pro bono work 
benefits everyone involved.  

Mary T. Kranzfelder (MKranzfelder@rawle.
com), an associate with Rawle & Henderson 
LLP, is an associate editor of the Philadelphia 
Bar Reporter.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, Dec. 1
Compulsory Arbitration Committee: 
meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Commit-
tee Room South. Lunch: $8.
Chancellor’s Forum: 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Conference Center. Lunch: $6.
Workers’ Compensation Section An-
nual Holiday Party: 6 p.m., Cescaphé 
Ballroom, 923 N. 2nd St. Tickets: $45, 
philadelphiabar.org.

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Intellectual Property Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 11th floor Committee 
Room South. Lunch: $8.
Rules and Procedure Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $8.
Public Interest Section Annual Recep-
tion: 5:30 p.m., Loews Philadelphia 
Hotel, 1200 Market St. Tickets: $40 - 
$55, philadelphiabar.org.
Probate and Trust Section Annual 
Reception: 5 p.m., Radisson Warwick 
Hotel, 1701 Locust St. 

Thursday, Dec. 3
Health Care Law Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $8.50.
Government and Public Service Lawyers 
Committee: meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th 
floor Committee Room South. Lunch: 
$8.
Young Lawyers Division Annual Holiday 
Party and Gift Drive: 6 p.m., Tavern On 
Broad, 200 S. Broad St. Tickets: $25-
$35, philadelphiabar.org.

Friday, Dec. 4
LGBT Rights Committee: meeting, 8:30 
a.m., 11th floor Committee Room 
South.
Secrets to Business Development: semi-
nar, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Monday, Dec. 7

Family Law Section: meeting, 12 p.m., 
10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $8.
Civil Rights Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $8.
State Civil Litigation Annual Reception: 
5:30 p.m., Davio’s Northern Italian 
Steakhouse, 111 S. 17th St. Tickets: $40 
- $45, philadelphiabar.org.

Tuesday, Dec. 8
Annual Meeting and Election: 8:30 a.m., 
Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, 
Broad and Walnut streets.  Tickets: $55, 
philadelphiabar.org.
Professional Responsibility Committee: 
meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Confer-
ence Center. 

Wednesday, Dec. 9
Delivery of Legal Services Committee: 
meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board 
Room.
Women in Intellectual Property Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Conference Center. Lunch: $8.
Appellate Courts Committee: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $8.
Criminal Justice Section Annual Recep-
tion: 5:30 p.m, Westin Philadelphia 
Hotel, 99 S. 17th St. Tickets: $40 - $50, 
philadelphiabar.org.

Thursday, Dec. 10
Lawyer Referral and Information Service 
Committee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th 
floor Committee Room South.
Legislative Liaison Committee: meeting, 
12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $8.
Tax Section Annual Meeting and Dinner: 
3 p.m., The Rittenhouse Hotel
210 West Rittenhouse Square. Register: 
pbi.org.
Bankruptcy Committee: 5:30 p.m., joint 

reception with Turnaround Manage-
ment Association and Commercial Fi-
nance Association, Loews Philadelphia 
Hotel, 1200 Market St. 

Friday, Dec. 11
Secrets to Business Development: semi-
nar, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
The Philadelphia Lawyer magazine Edi-
torial Board: meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th 
floor Committee Room South.

Monday, Dec. 14
Business Law Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room.

Tuesday, Dec. 15
Criminal Justice Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Committee Room South.
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Board of 
Trustees: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room.
Attorney Career Development Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor 
Conference Center. Lunch: $8.

Wednesday, Dec. 16
Workers’ Compensation Section Execu-
tive Committee: meeting, 10:30 a.m., 
11th floor Committee Room South.
Workers’ Compensation Section: meet-
ing, 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $8.
Federal Courts Committee: meeting, 
12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $8.
LegalLine: 5 p.m., 11th floor LRIS 
offices.

Thursday, Dec. 17
Family Law Section Executive Commit-
tee: meeting, 11th floor Committee 

Room South.
Law Practice Management Division 
Technology Committee: meeting, 12 
p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $8.
Environmental Law Committee: meet-
ing, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board 
Room.
Board of Governors: meeting, 4 p.m., 
10th floor Board Room.
LGBT Rights Committee: Holiday recep-
tion, 5 p.m., 11th floor Conference 
Center.

Monday, Dec. 21
Public Interest Section Executive Com-
mittee: meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor 
Board Room.
Young Lawyers Division Cabinet: meet-
ing, 12 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.
Law Practice Management Division 
Executive Committee: meeting, 12 p.m., 
11th floor Committee Room South.

Thursday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve: Bar Association offices 
closed.

Friday, Dec. 25
Christmas: Bar Association offices 
closed.

Monday, Dec. 28
Minorities in the Profession Committee: 
meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Confer-
ence Center.

Tuesday, Dec. 29
Criminal Justice Section: meeting, 12 
p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. 
Lunch: $8.
Women in the Profession Commit-
tee: meeting, 10th floor Board Room. 
Lunch: $8.

Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled 
event may be subject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Register online for most events at philadelphiabar.org. Unless otherwise specified, all checks 
for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association and 
mailed to Bar Headquarters, 1101 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2955. Send 
Bar Association-related calendar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia 
Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2955. 
Fax: (215) 238-1159. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

Pro Bono
continued from page 5

Podcast
Spotlight

Visit philadelphiabar.org to listen to 
the podcast from this program.
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Maria J. Wing, an as-
sociate with Stradley 
Ronon Stevens & 
Young, LLP, has been 
elected to the Woods 
Services Foundation 
Board of Trustees. 

Jana Landon and Amy Smith, associates 
with Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, 
LLP, have been appointed vice president 
and secretary, respectively, of the board of 
the Maternal Wellness Center. 

Joseph R. Pozzuolo, senior shareholder 
of Pozzuolo Rodden, P.C. was the course 
leader at a Neumann College CLE/CPE 
program “Closely Held Business Law 
Symposium for the Suburban General 
Practitioner and CPA” on Nov. 6.

Theodore J. Kobus 
III, a shareholder 
with Marshall, Den-
nehey, Warner, Cole-
man & Goggin, was 
a speaker at the 2009 
PLUS International 
Conference on Nov. 

11- 13 in Chicago.

Jerald David August, 
a partner with Fox 
Rothschild LLP, 
was the planning 
chair, moderator 
and speaker for 
“Offshore and 
International Tax 

Evasion: Lawyers as Gatekeepers,” an 
ALI-ABA live video webcast on Oct. 13. 
He was also a presenter at the New York 
University School of Continuing and 
Professional Education 68th Institute on 
Federal Taxation.

Neil A. Stein, princi-
pal in Kaplin Stewart 
Meloff Reiter & 
Stein, P.C., presented 
a program to mem-
bers of the Building 
Industry Association 
of Philadelphia at the 

Center for Architecture on Oct. 13 on 
“Incentives and Risks in Green Building.”

Jeffrey P. Bodle, a partner with Morgan, 
Lewis & Bockius LLP, moderated a panel 
on alternative financing strategies at the 
2009 Global Creative Economy Conver-
gence Summit, held in Philadelphia on 
Oct. 5-6. 

Jill Friedman, 
director of Pro Bono 
and Public Inter-
est Programs and 
adjunct professor at 
Rutgers Law School-
Camden, presented 
“Engaging Urban 

Youth” at the American Bar Association’s 
National Law-Related Education Leader-
ship Conference in Chicago. The confer-
ence was sponsored by the ABA’s Division 
for Public Education.

Jane Breslin Jacobs, assistant professor at 
the Paralegal Studies Program of Com-
munity College of Philadelphia, moder-
ated the panel discussion “What Answers 
Can We Give Our Students and Alumni 
on Employment Issues During the Reces-
sion” on Oct. 12.

Steven Berk, a part-
ner with Segal, Berk, 
Gaines & Liss, has 
been elected chair of 
the Albert Einstein 
Healthcare Services 
Board of Trustees.

Carl D. Buchholz III, a partner with Rawle 
& Henderson LLP, has been named the 
new vice chair of the Disciplinary Board 
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
While his term as vice chair is for one 
year, he has also been reappointed for 
his second three-year term as a Board 
member. 
 
Lynn E. Rzonca, managing partner of the 
Philadelphia office of Ballard Spahr LLP, 
has been named a Woman of Distinction 
by the Philadelphia Business Journal and 
the National Association of Women Busi-
ness Owners.

Matthew P. Keris of 
Marshall, Dennehey, 
Warner, Coleman & 
Goggin was recently 
elected secretary of 
the Pennsylvania 
Defense Institute.

Kevin R. Casey, a 
partner with Stradley 
Ronon Stevens & 
Young, LLP, has 
been appointed to 
the American Arbi-
tration Association’s 
combined Technol-

ogy/IP Advisory Committee.

Joseph M. Manko, 
a founding partner 
of Manko, Gold, 
Katcher & Fox, LLP, 
discussed the impact 
of the federal stimu-
lus package on clean 
water infrastructure 

at the National Association Clean Water 
Agencies’ conference “Developments in 
Clean Water Law:  A Seminar for Public 
Agency Attorneys and Managers” on 
Nov. 12. 

Dianne B. Elderkin, a partner with Wood-
cock Washburn LLP, has become a Fellow 
of the American College of Trial Lawyers.

Melissa C. Prince, an associate with 
Kleinbard Bell & Brecker LLP, has been 
elected to the Board of Directors of the 
Volunteers of America Delaware Valley 
Chapter.

James E. Pocius, a shareholder with 
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman 
& Goggin, is the Editor-in-Chief of the 
2010/2011 edition of the PA Chamber’s 
Workers’ Compensation Guide. His fellow 
shareholders Niki T. Ingram, Mary Kohnke 
Wagner and Ronda K. O’Donnell served as 
contributing authors. 

Todd Kantorczyk, a 
partner with Manko, 
Gold, Katcher & 
Fox, LLP, spoke at a 
seminar on the EPA 
Greenhouse Gas 
Mandatory Report-
ing Rule on Oct. 28 

in Fort Washington, Pa.

Peter J. Boyer, a partner with McCa-
rter & English, LLP, has been elected 
to membership in the American Law 
Institute.

Ellen C. Brotman, a partner with Mont-
gomery, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads, 
LLP, presented “Deconstruction:  A 
Frontal Assault of the Guidelines” at the 
National Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers’ White Collar Crime Seminar on 
Oct. 5. Brotman also spoke at a meet-
ing of the New York State Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers earlier this fall 
on theories and themes in white collar 
sentencing.

Patrick Meehan, a partner with Conrad 
O’Brien PC, was a keynote speaker at the 
10th Annual Pharmaceutical Regulatory 
and Compliance Congress and Best Prac-
tices Forum in Washington D.C.

John A. Guernsey, a partner with Conrad 
O’Brien PC, has become a Fellow of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers. 

Joshua A. Mooney, an associate with 
Ballard Spahr LLP, has been reappointed 
to the American National Standards Insti-
tute’s Intellectual Property Rights Policy 
Committee.

Robert W. Meek, managing attorney of 
the Philadelphia office of the Disability 
Rights Network of Pennsylvania, has been  
appointed to the Pennsylvania Commis-
sion on Crime and Delinquency’s Mental 
Health and Justice Advisory Committee.

Deborah Epstein 
Henry, founder 
and president of 
Flex-Time Lawyers 
LLC, was a speaker 
at an University of 
Connecticut School 
of Law program en-

titled “Redefining Work: Implications of 
the Four-Day Work Week” in Hartford, 
Conn., on Oct. 30.

Bernard W. Smalley 
Sr., a shareholder at 
Anapol, Schwartz, 
Weiss, Cohan, 
Feldman and Smal-
ley, P.C., has been 
appointed to a three-
year term on the 

Board of Overseers at Widener University 
School of Law.

Peter M. Newman of Feldman, Shepherd, 
Wohlgelernter, Tanner, Weinstock & 
Dodig served as a faculty member at the 
Philadelphia VIP’s Pro Bono Opportuni-
ties Day on Oct. 27.

Deborah R. Willig, managing partner of 
Willig, Williams & Davidson and former 
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar As-
sociation, has been inducted into the 
Temple University League for Entrepre-
neurial Women’s Hall of Fame.

David L. Grove, senior counsel with 
Montgomery, McCracken, Walker & 
Rhoads, LLP, has been elected to Swarth-
more Borough Council.

People

nNAMES ARE NEWS
“People” highlights news of members’ 
awards, honors or appointments of a 
community or civic nature. Information 
may be sent to Jeff Lyons, Senior Manag-
ing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, 
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market 
St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2955. 
Fax: (215) 238-1159. E-mail: reporter@
philabar.org.  Color photos are also 
welcome.
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