
by Daniel A. Cirucci

Barriers to Philadelphia lawyers who
want to represent clients in neighboring
New Jersey may soon be struck down,
thanks to the persistence of the
Association and recommendations
released Dec. 12 by two committees of
the New Jersey State Supreme Court. 

If the New Jersey Supreme Court
accepts the committees’ recommenda-
tions, New Jersey’s restrictive “bona fide
office rule” that prevented many
Philadelphia lawyers from practicing in
the state will virtually disappear.

Immediate-Past Chancellor Allan H.
Gordon hailed the recommendations of
the New Jersey Supreme Court’s ad hoc
committee on bar admissions and the
Court’s Commission on the Rules of
Professional Conduct. “We commend
New Jersey on taking the first important
step toward the elimination of a rule
that needlessly restricted interstate prac-
tice. This move opens the doors to the
consumers of legal services and is con-
sistent with the model rules of the
American Bar Association and trends
throughout the nation.”
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Chirls Elected Vice Chancellor
by Daniel A. Cirucci

Andrew A. Chirls, a litigation partner
with Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis-
Cohen LLP, was elected Vice Chancellor
of the Philadelphia Bar Association on
Dec. 10, which means that, in 2005, he
will become the first openly gay attor-
ney to serve as Chancellor of America’s
oldest chartered metropolitan bar asso-
ciation.

The Philadelphia Bar Association is
the first bar association of a state or
major city to elect an openly gay leader
in a contested election. Chirls, 46, will

serve as Vice
Chancellor of the
Association in 2003,
as Chancellor-Elect
in 2004, and auto-
matically move up
to the Chancellor’s
post the following
year.

Chirls defeated
challenger Allan K. Marshall by a count
of 2,418 votes to 506 votes.

“It is an honor to be elected to this
post at such a challenging time. Leaders
of the legal profession will have to

articulate our concern for an open jus-
tice system and individual rights while
we fight terrorism,” said Chirls. “On a
more local basis, we want to grow as a
profession along with our city’s econo-
my, and our Bar Association has to help
shape policies that will make people
want to live and work here.”

A native of Maplewood, N.J., Chirls
served as chair of the Association’s
Board of Governors in 2000 and is cur-
rently co-chair of the Special Comm-
ittee on Strategic Planning for the Bar
Association. He served as the first co-

continued on page 14
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Chirls

Talley Targets Government Re g s
on Business, Backs Pro Bono Push

Chancellor Audrey C. Talley (center) is greeted by Bar members before her address at the Annual Meeting on Dec. 10, as 2002 Sandra
Day O’Connor Award recipient Ellen T. Greenlee and former Chancellor Andre L. Dennis look on. Complete coverage of the Annual
Meeting can be found on Pages 9 to 11.

N.J. Panel:
Repeal
Bona Fide
Office Rule



chair of the Association’s Committee
on the Legal Rights of Lesbians and
Gay Men when that Committee was
created in 1997. He has also been active
in Philadelphia civic affairs outside the
Bar Association, having been chair of
the Philadelphia Commission on Hum-
an Relations and active on the board of
the Prince Music Theater when it built
its facility on Chestnut Street. Chirls
successfully tried the first jury trial in
Pennsylvania based on HIV/AIDS dis-
crimination. He was also active in the
Association’s work with its insurance
plan aimed at making domestic part-
ners’ benefits available to Philadel-
phia’s legal workers and led the Bar
Association’s endorsement of Pennsyl-
vania’s recently enacted Hate Crimes
law. 

“My colleagues’ selection of me as
their leader says a lot about the colle-
giality of our legal community. I hope
it helps to attract the best, brightest
and most diverse new law school grad-
uates to Philadelphia. It says that our
business community is adopting mod-
ern ways,” said Chirls.

A graduate of the University of
Pennsylvania (B.S., 1977) and the Univ-
ersity of California at Berkeley, Boalt
Hall School of Law (J.D., 1981), Chirls
has also been active on the boards of
various community organizations in-
cluding the Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund, Philadelphia Volun-
teers for the Indigent Program, and
Gay and Lesbian Lawyers of Philadel-
phia (founding member). He has also
been active with the American Civil
Liberties Union, Philadelphia Volunteer
Lawyers for the Arts, AIDS Law Project
of Pennsylvania and the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court’s Committee on Gender
Fairness and Racial Bias in the Court.

Chirls has shared his life for 24
years with Larry Frankel. Frankel, 47, is
legislative director of the American
Civil Liberties Union of Pennsylvania.

They live in Center City.
The following candidates for Bar

offices ran unopposed and began serv-
ing in their positions on Jan. 1: Secre-
tary, Sayde J. Ladov; Treasurer, Mary F.
Platt; Assistant Secretary, John E. Sav-
oth; Assistant Treasurer, Scott F. Cooper;
and five members of the Board of Gov-
ernors: Alexander B. Giacobetti, Greg-
ory H. Mathews, Molly Peckman, Mark
W. Tanner and Patrice A. Toland.

Seven people were also elected to
the Young Lawyers Division Executive
Committee. The new members include:
Linda L. Kazmerski (369 votes); Scott A.
Mayer (357); Andrew D. Swain (344);
Carl E. Kennedy (342); Nicole Gerson
(312); Tyler Ridgeway (305); and Victoria
L. Chase (280). Others receiving votes
included Frances Fattah (225 votes) and
Scott P. Sigman (210 votes).

by Audrey C. Talley

Our identity. Our values. Our
promise.

These are the three key components
that I keep returning to as I think of
the year ahead for the Philadelphia Bar
Association. 

Every Chancellor knows that even
the best plans can be undone by unex-
pected events. So, I will lead confident-
ly and with careful planning. But I will
also try to be ready for unanticipated
developments. 

In my mind, that only enhances the
importance of these three factors that
will guide me in the year ahead. They
will be touchstones as we journey into
our third century of service. They will
be anchors as our profession moves
through difficult and turbulent times
for the nation and the world.

As Philadelphia lawyers our identity
is rooted in our tradition of service to
the profession and the community. We
must remember the lawyers who pre-
ceded us and be inspired by their
example. The “Legends of the Philadel-
phia Bar” who were showcased during
our Bicentennial year acted with
courage and commitment. They used
their skills and talents to make the
promise of justice a reality in the lives
of ordinary people. But they did not
think of themselves as icons or heroes.
They made a difference by working
hard and upholding the promise of our

profession in their everyday lives. In
countless daily deeds they gave the
term “Philadelphia lawyer” its luster.

We care about the city and want to
see it grow and prosper. And we
will work with others who share this
concern.

Our values are built around the
quest for justice. Since justice is cen-
tered in the courthouse, the selection
of judges is paramount. We’ve always
favored a merit selection system, and
with a new governor about to take
office who shares our commitment to
merit selection, there is renewed hope
that this might eventually be accom-
plished, at least at the appellate level.
But our local courts are the ones that
touch the lives of Philadelphians most
closely. So, we will fight for a better,
fairer justice system by educating the
public about the upcoming judicial
elections and supporting those candi-
dates found “Recommended” by our

Judicial Commission. Our campaign
will be vigorous and public-spirited.
People will know where we stand and
what we mean when we say that a
candidate is “Recommended.”

Our promise is our hope for tomor-
row. And that hope is embodied in the
next generation and those that follow.
I’m confident about the future. I guess
I feel this way because I’ve never
believed in disparaging the “younger
generation.” To the contrary, I think
young people generally and young
lawyers in particular are engaging,
hard-working and anxious to build a
better world. If we want to encourage
and mentor young people we need to
forget about lecturing them and start
by listening to what they have to say.
That’s one of the reasons why in 2003
we will launch the Ruth Bader
Ginsburg legal writing competition,
welcoming entries from all second-
and third-year law students in the
region. We will solicit scholarly papers
focusing on rights, privileges and
responsibilities under federal law. And

we will showcase the winner and his
or her essay at our October Quarterly
Meeting and Luncheon.

Maybe on that day some of us will
be reminded of the idealism, healthy
impatience and youthful commitment
that we brought to our own careers
when we first began our professional
journey.

Identity. Values. Promise.
The three are inseparable. Our iden-

tity reminds us of our tradition and
instructs our present actions and our
values. From there, we face the future
with hope in those that follow and
renewed faith in ourselves and our
profession.

Audrey C. Ta l l e y, a partner at Drinker Biddle &R e a t h
L L P, is Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar As s o c i a t i o n .
Her e-mail address is ch a n c e l l o r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g .
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Focus on Identity, Values and Promise for 2003

Tell Us What You Think!
The Philadelphia Bar Reporterwelcomes letters to the editors for publication.

Letters should be typed. There is no word limit, but editors reserve the right to
condense for clarity, style and space considerations. Letters must be signed to
verify authorship, but names will be withheld upon request. Letters may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed to: Jeff Lyons, Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter,
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-
2911. Phone: (215) 238-6345. Fax: (215) 238-1267. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

ELECTION
continued from page 1

Meet Talley at Jan. 7 Chancellor’s Reception
All Bar Association members are invited to attend a reception on Tuesday, Jan.

7 from 5 to 7 p.m. in honor of Audrey C. Talley, 76th Chancellor of the Philadel-
phia Bar Association. Talley is a partner at Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP.

This year, the Chancellor’s Reception will be held in the Grand Ballroom at the
Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets. No reservations
are necessary.
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Y L D Programs Honored

Pictured (from left) are former Federal Courts Committee Chair Don P. Foster, U.S. District Court Chief Judge James T. Giles, imme -
diate-past YLD Chair Marla A. Joseph, Ellen Meriwether and YLD Executive Committee members Mariam Koohdary and Eric G.
Zajac. Joseph and Judge Giles are holding the 2nd place award for a professional development program ‘My First Federal Jury Trial.’

The Young Lawyers Division earned two prestigious awards
from the American Bar Association for the 2001 to 2002 Bar
year.  

The YLD won 2nd place for Comprehensive Programs of a
Local Affiliate with 2,000 or more members and 2nd place for
its professional development program “My First Federal Jury
Trial.”  That event, which was co-sponsored by the Federal
Courts Committee included a seminar for CLE credit followed
by a cocktail reception where young lawyers had the opportu-
nity to meet the federal judges.

The following individuals were involved with the profes-
sional development program: Chief Judge James T. Giles, Judge
Harvey Bartle III, Judge Mary A. McLaughlin, Judge Lowell A.
Reed Jr., Judge Thomas J. Rueter, Judge Petrese B. Tucker, Judge
William H. Yohn Jr. and Court Clerk Michael E. Kunz. Faculty
members included Elizabeth R. Ainslie, Joseph C. Kohn,
Andrew D. Swain and Eric G. Zajak. The course planners were
Ellen Meriwether and Mariam Koohdary. 

Former YLD Chairs Marla A. Joseph and James E. Elam IV
hold the ABA 2nd place award for Comprehensive Programs
of a Local Affiliate with 2,000 or more members.

The Pennsylvania Bar Institute has
announced that its online CLE pro-
grams have been approved by the
Pennsylvania Continuing Legal
Education Board and that the Board
has certified PBI as a “distance educa-
tion” provider.

Starting Jan. 1, lawyers will be able
to earn up to three of their required 12
annual credits online over the Internet.

PBI’s Online Campus can be found
at onlinecle.pbi.org. The catalog is
growing daily, and by Jan. 1 will have
60 hours of credits available. Those
courses will include numerous ethics
programs as well as courses in every
major area of practice. By compliance
time in April, there will be at least 100
hours of programming available.

Lawyers are encouraged to visit the
online campus now, explore this new
form of education by taking a free
demo program, and register for courses
that they will take after Jan. 1.

The online campus replicates the
experience of a classroom seminar,
with some enhancements that take
advantage of the Internet. 

Video or audio of the recorded pro-
gram “streams” into a window on the
lawyer’s computer. The practical, high-
quality “yellow books,” for which PBI is
known throughout the Commonweal-
th, are included in electronic form as
files that can be saved on computer

Online CLE
Programs
Available
in Janurary

continued on page 14
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PHILADELPHIA BAR FOUNDATION
2002 ANDREW HAMILTON BALL 

SOUVENIR PROGRAM SUPPORTERS

The Board of Trustees of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation gratefully acknowledges the generous con-
tributions of the following individuals, law firms and businesses sharing our commitment to promot-
ing access to justice for all members of the community.  Their support will have a tangible impact on
the lives of thousands of Philadelphians struggling with pove r t y, abuse and discrimination.

FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS ($10,000+)
AMERICAN LAWYER MEDIA

BALLARD SPAHR ANDREWS & INGERSOLL, LLP
COZEN O’CONNOR

HANGLEY ARONCHICK SEGAL & PUDLIN

LEXISNEXIS

LITVIN, BLUMBERG, MATUSOW & YOUNG

PETERSON CONSULTING

SAUL EWING LLP
USI COLBURN INSURANCE SERVICE

PREMIUM ($4,000)
Blank Rome Comisky &
McCauley LLP
Citizens Bank
Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien &
Frankel, LLP
Gay Chacker & Mittin
Kolsby, Gordon, Robin, Shore
& Bezar
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner,
Coleman & Goggin
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
LLP
Pepper Hamilton LLP
Wolf, Block, Schorr and So l i s -
Cohen LLP

GOLD ($3,200)
Dechert
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Duane Morris LLP
David G. Faw, CPA
First Union National Bank
Independence Blue Cross
Kohn, Swift & Graf, P.C.
Montgomery, McCracken,
Walker & Rhoads, LLP
Post & Schell PC
Raynes, McCarty, Binder,
Ross & Mundy
White and Williams LLP
Willig, Williams & Davidson
Woodcock Washburn LLP

SILVER  ($2,200)
Berger & Montague, P.C. 
Buchanan Ingersoll
Esquire Deposition Services
Klehr, Harrison, Harvey,

Branzburg & Ellers LLP
Stradley Ronon Stevens &
Young, LLP
Sunoco, Inc.
Swartz, Campbell &
Detweiler

COPPER ($1,500)
The Beasley Firm
Law Offices of Lenard A. Cohen
Conrad O’Brien Gellman &
Rohn, P.C.
Dilworth Paxson LLP
Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Schleifer,
Weinstein & Winkler, P.C.
Feldman, Shepherd,
Wohlgelernter & Tanner
Greitzer and Locks 
Hecker Brown Sherry and
Johnson LLP
Hoyle, Morris & Kerr LLP
Jack’s Firehouse
The Justinian Society
Kline & Specter, P.C.
Margolis Edelstein
The Philadelphia Trial Lawyers
Association
Real Estate Investment
Strategies, Inc.
Regent Investor Services
Robert C. Daniels, Ltd.
Saltz, Mongeluzzi Barrett &
Bendesky, PC
Schnader Harrison Segal &
Lewis LLP

BLACK & WHITE ($1,000)
Adelman Lavine Gold and Levin,
PC
ADR Options, Inc.
Agins Haaz & Seidel, L.L.P.
The Association of Legal
Administrators

Bennett, Bricklin & Saltzburg LLP
Brigham and Trevor, P.C.
Center for Forensic Economic
Studies
Dashevsky, Horwitz, DiSandro,
Kuhn, Dempsey & Novello, PC
Members of the Delivery of Legal
Services Committee
Fannie Mae 
Federal Bar Association
Fineman & Bach, P.C.
Kessler Cohen & Roth, PC
Kleinbard, Bell & Brecker, LLP
Kovler & Rush, P.C.
Ladov Bernbaum & Grossman
Le-Bec Fin
M. Burr Keim Company
Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox, LLP
Mattioni, Ltd.
McEldrew & Fullam, P.C.
McKissock & Hoffman, P.C.
Miller, Alfano & Raspanti, P.C.
The Philadelphia Association of
Defense Counsel
The Philadelphia Public Interest
Legal Community
PNC Advisors
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Reed Smith LLP
The Reliable Companies
Republic First Bank
Rorer Asset Management, LLC
John E. Savoth
Sovereign Bank
Tau Epsilon Rho Law Society
Technical Advisory Service for
Attorneys
Trujillo Rodriguez & Richards, LLC
Weir & Partners LLP

FOUNDATION
SUPPORTERS
Abelson Legal Search
Anapol, Schwartz, Weiss, Cohan,
Feldman and Smalley, P.C.
Frank Lauria

by Heather Bendit

The Philadelphia Bar Foundation,
the charitable arm of the Philadelphia
Bar Association, delivered an early hol-
iday gift earlier in December by award-
ing $280,000 in grants, primarily gener-
al operating support, to 26 organiza-
tions providing access to justice for
Philadelphians struggling with poverty,
abuse and discrimination. 

The money distributed was raised
by and through members of the
Philadelphia legal and business com-
munities who share a commitment to
ensuring equal access to justice. The
grants, ranging from $2,000 to $98,000,
were awarded to organizations provid-
ing free legal services and other essen-
tial support to abused women and
children, the elderly, the indigent, the
homeless, people with disabilities and
others who need help not only during
the holidays but throughout the year.

“During these difficult times, as we
look to the coming year with renewed
hope and commitment, we are delight-
ed to announce the distribution of
these funds to agencies providing criti-
cal access to justice for the most vul-
nerable members of our community.
Even though world events are much on
our minds, we cannot forget that there
are still so many of our neighbors who
need our support. We feel privileged to
be able to help,” said Philadelphia Bar
Foundation President Gerald A.
McHugh Jr. 

Grants were awarded to the follow-
ing organizations for their work with
low-income individuals and other vul-
nerable members of the community:
Community Legal Services, the Custody
and Support Assistance Clinic, Friends
of Farm Workers, and Regional Housing
Legal Services.

Grants were awarded to several of
the area’s leading organizations that
provide legal assistance to adults and
children struggling with abuse and dis-
crimination: the AIDS Law Project, the
Center for Lesbian and Gay Civil
Rights, the Public Interest Law Center
of Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania
Institutional Law Project, the Juvenile
Law Center, the Capital Representation
Project of the Defender Association of
Philadelphia, and the SeniorLAW Cen-
ter.

Grants were awarded to the follow-
ing organizations serving children and

Philadelphia Bar Foundation

$ 2 8 0 , 0 0 0
in Grants
Aw a r d e d

continued on page 15



by Melissa A. Schwartz

It is quite an honor to serve as the
new chair of the Young Lawyers
Division. I can’t believe that it is
already time to start my term. This past
year has been filled with one of the
most exciting times of my life, the birth
of my first child, Rachel. Unfortunately,
I have also faced one of the most diffi-
cult times of my life, the loss of a par-
ent. While each of these events has
played a significant part in my life,
they have also put life in perspective
for me. Whenever I doubt the hand
that has been dealt to me, I realize
deep down that I am so very lucky and
fortunate in so many ways. I have been
provided a wonderful education that
has enabled me to advocate for my
clients. More importantly, however, I
have learned how to help others.  

As I start this New Year, I have set
forth my own resolution. In years past,
we have all probably vowed to exercise
more or pay off our credit card bills.
This year I challenge each of you to
make a resolution to become involved
in the Philadelphia Bar Association.
Please understand this means more
than just attending a happy hour or
social event. While the social events
are an excellent opportunity to spend
time with colleagues, they do not assist
the people in Philadelphia who so des-
perately need our help.

Immediate-Past Chancellor Allan H.
Gordon appointed a special task force
to assess the past, present and future of
pro bono service in Philadelphia. The
Pro Bono Task Force, led by former
Chancellor Seymour Kurland and
Aretha Delight Davis, concluded that

while there are many wonderful pro
bono services in the city, the amount
of participation in these programs has
decreased. The committee urged
lawyers to make pro bono a part of the
culture and fabric of the legal commu-
nity. The committee suggested asking
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to
adopt 50 hours of pro bono participa-
tion per lawyer, per year. I am hopeful
that lawyers in our community will
want to become involved before they
are mandated by the Supreme Court to
do so.

Cozen O’Connor has always encour-
aged its attorneys to actively partici-
pate in civic and community organiza-
tions and to utilize their legal skills on
behalf of the indigent and underprivi-
leged. In fact, an attorney’s pro bono
time counts towards their billable
hours. Recently, the firm has done
more than encourage its attorneys to
become involved. The firm has imple-
mented a new pro bono program
requiring attorneys to each contribute
60 hours of free legal work per year.
We can only hope that other firms take

this bold initiative.
In the spring of 2000, I had the

good fortune of being contacted by
Barbara Eisenbud, founder and chair of
Champions of Caring, a not-for-profit
organization that offers community
and school-based programs that nur-
ture the development of character,
compassion and caring. The organiza-
tion’s many programs encourage ser-
vice and effective citizenship and help
reduce prejudice and promote social
justice. The program prepares young
people to become peer leaders and
advocates for service and social justice.
Barbara and I envisioned a program
that would have lawyers work with the
students on their advocacy skills. Since
our initial meeting, we have had
numerous programs focusing on pub-
lic speaking. Some of the students even
spoke at the American Bar Association
meeting in Philadelphia last year.  

I cannot even begin to describe the
fulfillment in helping these students.
These are bright young students who
come from every economic back-
ground. Some of them attend presti-
gious private schools on the Main Line
while others are foster children or have
been homeless at one point in their
lives. These students are all connected
because they recognize the importance
of giving back to the community. I
have no doubt that these students have
learned a great deal with our program.
I also know that our lawyers have
learned a great deal from them. They
have taught us that community service
should start at an early age and be
integrated into our everyday lives.

As any good chair would do, I have
surrounded myself with an excellent

cabinet for 2003. My vice chair is
Jennifer L. Myers, our secretary is Louis
J. Presenza Jr., the treasurer is Natalie
Klyashtorny, our financial secretary is
Michael B. Hayes and the chair-elect is
Kim R. Jessum, who will be YLD chair
in 2004.  In addition, the following new
executive committee members have
been elected: Linda L. Kazmerski, Scott
A. Mayer, Andrew D. Swain, Carl E.
Kennedy, Nicole Gerson, Tyler A.
Ridgeway and Victoria L. Chase.

I would also like to personally
thank those executive committee
members whose term ended in 2002:
David Felderman, Nathan M.
Murawsky, Marnie Simon, MaryJo
Wlazlo and Eric G. Zajac. Without their
dedication and support, the YLD would
have been unable to achieve its many
successes.

Finally, I must thank those people
in my life who have encouraged my
involvement in Bar Association activi-
ties.  My firm, Naulty, Scaricamazza &
McDevitt, Ltd., has stood behind me
every step of the way. Without their
continued support, I would have never
been able to serve as chair. I am also
blessed with a remarkable family who
thinks that me being chair is the great-
est thing ever. It is a Jewish mother’s
dream come true: my mom now not
only brags that I am a lawyer, but also
that I will serve as chair of the YLD!

Thank you for your continued sup-
port of the YLD.  I look forward to a
wonderful year ahead.

M e l i s sa A. Schwartz, chair of the Young Lawyers
Division, is an associate with Naulty, Scaricamazza &
McDevitt, Ltd. Her e-mail address is
mschwartz@naulty.com
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Y L D  U P D A T E
A Resolution to Become More Invo l ve d

Channel 6 Action News Anchor
Monica Malpass will be the guest
speaker at the Young Lawyers Division
Annual Meeting on Friday, Jan. 10 at
the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the
Bellevue.

The Annual Meeting will also fea-
ture keynote remarks by incoming
chair Melissa A. Schwartz as well as the
presentation of the F. Sean Peretta
Service Award and the Craig M. Perry
Community Service Award.

Malpass joined Channel 6 in
January 1988. She has worked as a co-
anchor and reporter in Winston-Salem,
N.C., Greensboro, N.C., and Chapel Hill,
N.C. She received a B.A. in Journalism
from the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill in 1983 and was a Rotary
Scholar to the University of Puerto Rico
in 1984. She received an M.A. in

Political Science from Villanova
University in 1999. She is a graduate of
the Brookings Institution’s “Inside
Washington” program and is a member
of the World Affairs Council.

She has covered many national and
international news stories including the
funeral of Princess Diana in 1997, the
fatal plane crash of John F. Kennedy Jr.
and every election since 1988. She has
also had exclusive interviews with for-
mer first lady Hillary Clinton, former
vice presidential candidate Joseph
Lieberman and reputed Philadelphia
crime boss Joey Merlino.

The luncheon begins at 12:30 p.m.
and will be held in the Park Hyatt’s
Rose Garden Ballroom. Tickets are $35
per person and can be purchased on
the Bar Association’s Web site at
www.philadelphiabar.org.

Channel 6 Anchor Malpass
to Address YLD on Jan. 10

list•serve \noun\ An automatic
electronic mailing list, allow-
ing users to participate in dis-
cussions.

join \verb\ To become a member
of a group.

Join your Section’s or Committee’s
List Serve to stay in touch and

keep up to date on the latest Bar events.
Visit www. p h i l a d e l p h i a b a r. o r g

for more information.



Author Michael Beschloss, “the
nation’s leading presidential historian,”
will be the keynote speaker at the
Association’s Spring Quarterly Meeting
and Luncheon on Thursday, April 3.

He is a regular commentator on
PBS’s “The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer”
and a contributor to ABC News. News-
weekhas called him “the nation’s lead-
ing presidential historian.” 

In November 2001, Simon &
Schuster published Reaching for Glory,
the second volume of Beschloss’ trilogy
on the President Lyndon B. Johnson
tapes, which covers 1964-1965, the
most crucial year of Johnson’s presi-
dency, including the campaign against
Barry Goldwater, the Selma march,
escalation in Vietnam and passage of
Medicare and other cornerstones of the
Great Society.  Reaching for Gloryhas
been excerpted in Newsweekand “pro-
vides an incomparable portrait of a
president at work,” according to the
New York Times Book Review.

Taking Charge:  The Johnson White House
Tapes, 1963-1964 (Simon & Schuster,

1997), the first volume of the projected
trilogy, was a national best-seller. A
New York Timeseditorial called the book
“an important event.” In the New York
Times Book Review, the historian Alan
Brinkley called it  “an incomparable
picture of one of the most remarkable
personalities ever to inhabit the presi-
dency.”  The Crisis Years:  Kennedy and
Khrushchev, 1960-1963(HarperCollins,
1991) won the Ambassador Book Prize
for American Studies and was also a
national best-seller. In the New Yorker,
David Remnick called it the “definitive”
account of the most dangerous years of
the Cold War, as did Thomas Powers in
the New York Times Book Review. Called
“brilliant” by the late historian Stephen
Ambrose, Mayday:  Eisenhower, Khrushchev
and the U-2 Affair(Harper, 1986) was a
main selection of the Book-of-the-
Month Club. Beschloss is currently
working on a history of the assassina-
tion of Abraham Lincoln.

As literary executor for the late
Washington Postand Newsweekcolum-
nist-editor Meg Greenfield, Beschloss

edited her posthumously-published
book Washington(Public Affairs, 2001),
which was a national best-seller.
Beschloss is also the author of Kennedy
and Roosevelt: The Uneasy Alliance (Norton,
1980), which originated as his under-
graduate senior honor thesis, and Eisen-
hower: A Centennial Life(HarperCollins,
1990). He was co-author (with Strobe
Talbott) of At the Highest Levels: The Inside
Story of the End of the Cold War(Little,
Brown, 1993). 

Born in Chicago on Nov. 30, 1955,
Beschloss is an alumnus of Eaglebrook
School, Andover, Williams College and
Harvard University. From 1982 until
1986, he was an historian on the staff
of the Smithsonian Institution. From
1985 until 1987, he was a senior associ-
ate member at St. Anthony’s College,
University of Oxford, England. From
1987 until 1996, he was a senior fellow
of the Annenberg Foundation in
Washington, D.C.

Beschloss is a member of the
American Historical Association and a
fellow of the Society of American

Historians and sits on boards of the
White House Historical Association, the
National Archives Foundation, the
Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation
(Monticello) and the Urban Institute.
He lives in Washington, D.C., with his
wife Afsaneh and their two sons.
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Association members interested in joining the Lawyer
Referral and Information Service (LRIS) can apply for panel
membership quickly and easily by visiting the Association
Web site at www.philadelphiabar.org. A printable panel
member application and the rules of the program are
available for downloading when you follow the link from
the Member Center on the home page.

The purpose of LRIS is to match clients who can pay
legal fees with attorneys who practice in their areas of
need. Milton S. Savage Jr., Chair of the LRIS Committee,
sees the Lawyer Referral and Information Service as an
outstanding benefit for Bar members. “Becoming a mem-
ber of the LRIS panel is an excellent way for sole and small
firm practitioners to build a client base,” Savage explains. 

LRIS aggressively markets its services to the public. Last
year, LRIS sponsored a weekly cable television program,
“Philadelphia LegalView,” which showcased LRIS panel
members discussing various legal topics. In a cooperative
venture with the American Bar Association, LRIS has dis-
tributed public service announcements promoting the
Service and featuring the voices of author Scott Turow,
“The Practice” star Camryn Manheim and Court TV person-
ality Fred Graham.

The LRIS marketing program is yielding results. In 2002,
more than 25,000 people contacted LRIS about their legal
problems. Of those, more than 14,000 clients were referred
to attorneys, a 25 percent increase over 2001. “The rise in
demand for paid legal representation has created a need
for more attorney panel members.” Savage notes. “Placing
the LRIS application on the Association’s Web site makes
applying for panel membership easier than ever.”  

For more information, visit our Web site or contact ass-
istant director of public and legal services Charles Klitsch,
at (215) 238-6326 or cklitsch@philabar.org.

LRIS Application
Available Online

Quarterly Meeting

Presidential Historian Beschloss to Spe a k

Michael Beschloss

Chancellor Audrey C. Talley addresses the newest American citizens at a naturalization ceremony on Bill of Rights
Day (Dec. 16) at the U.S. Courthouse. More than 60 people from 25 nations became new citizens before U.S. District
Court Judge Stewart Dalzell.

Talley Welcomes Newest Citizens
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The Philadelphia Bar Reporterwelcomes law-
related submissions for publication. Articles
relating to a specific practice area, commentary,
book reviews, and letters to the editors are wel-
come. Letters must be signed to verify author-
ship, but names will be withheld upon request.

All submissions will be promptly considered by
the Bar ReporterEditorial Board. Editors reserve
the right to condense for clarity, style and space
considerations.

Articles and/or requests for publication may
be mailed, faxed or e-mailed and should be

directed to: Jeff Lyons, Managing Editor,
Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor,
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Phone: (215) 238-
6345. Fax: (215) 238-1267. E-mail: reporter@phil-
abar.org.

Send Us Your News, Views, Photos for Publication

Committee
Salutes
Leaders

Former and cur rent co-chairs of the Women
in the Profession Committee gathered at the
C o m m i t t e e ’ s year-end meeting on Dec. 19.
The group includes (from left) Nicole D.
Galli, Kathleen M. Wilkinson, Joan W.
S c h w a rtz, Francine F. Griesing, Mary F.
Platt, Rochelle M. Fedullo, Jane L. Dalton
and Roberta D. Pichini.

Board OKs 2 Resolutions at Year-End Meeting
by Jeff Lyons

The Board of Governors has passed
resolutions extending a program
appointing minority members to the
Board every year as well as a proce-
dure that will eventually simplify the
method for establishing or terminat-
ing standing committees.

The resolution on standing com-
mittees also includes a provision that
increases the number of signatures
required to nominate a person for the
position of Vice Chancellor. In the
past, 25 signatures have been needed;
now 100 signatures will be necessary.
The resolutions were approved at the
Board’s Dec. 19 meeting.

According to Bruce A. Franzel, chair
of the Charter and Bylaws Committee,
the current method of creating and
eliminating standing committees is
too cumbersome. “This resolution will
create an updated register of commit-
tees that can be added to and deleted
by the Boards of Governors rather
than the entire membership,” he
explained.

The resolution will not be enacted
immediately. It must first be published
and then voted on as a bylaw amend-
ment by the Board. If approved by the
Board, it will then be voted on by the
membership of the Association for
final approval.

The resolution also calls for the
abolition of some inactive committees
and changes the name of the Medico-
Legal Committee to the Medical-Legal
Committee.

Chancellor Audrey C. Talley said
the new bylaw adds a “practical solu-
tion to an ongoing problem. This is a
better way. The bylaws mandate a
public register of committees.”

Franzel said the move is part of a
national trend to streamline Associa-
tion governance. 

The resolution on minority
appointments was originally adopted
by the Board in October 1990. The
measure must be reviewed every five

years and then approved again. Allan
H. Gordon, who participated in his last
meeting as Chancellor, called the reso-
lution a success. “It’s very important
that this body represent the diversity
of this Association.”

The resolution calls for the
Chancellor to appoint one minority
member to the Board of Governors to
serve a two-year term.

The Board also heard a presenta-
tion from former Probate and Trust
Law Section chair Eugene Gillen on
the Probate and Trust handbook that
will be presented to all members of
the Section.

There are two components to the

Philadelphia Estate Practitioners
Handbook, Gillen explained. The Blue
Book is a manual explaining the law
and procedure for probate practice in
Philadelphia. The Green Book is an
extensive collection of forms, used in
the practice before the Register of
Wills in Orphans Court in Philadel-
phia.

The books will be available online
to all members of the Association,
Gillen said. The books and forms will
be available for download in both PDF
and ZIP formats, he said.

The Web site for the books,
www.peph.com, will be live in
January.

Outgoing Board of Governors Chair Jeffrey M. Lindy (from left) is joined by former Board members Richard S. Seidel, Rudolph Garcia,
Rochelle M. Fedullo, Todd M. Berk and Immediate-Past Chancellor Allan H. Gordon at their last meeting on Dec. 19.
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Federal Courts Committee

Committee Gets State of the Court Re po r t

Pennsylvania Supreme Court
Chief Justice Stephen A. Zappala
has announced the establish-
ment of a pilot program in
Philadelphia, Allegheny, Berks
and Lackawanna counties to
promote the prompt resolution
of Family Court matters.

A Supreme Court order issued
Dec. 17 establishing changes in
the Rules of Civil Procedure
related to domestic relations
matters lays the groundwork for
the program. Though the new
rules were promulgated by the
court statewide, they were sus-
pended in all but the four partic-
ipating counties pending the
outcome of the pilot program. 

“This is a big step for domes-
tic relations and for the best
interest of families going through
one of the most difficult experi-
ences one can suffer,” said Justice
Sandra Schultz Newman, who
co-chaired a committee that
helped develop the new rules. 

Key elements in the pilot pro-
gram include: 

• Creating set time limits for
scheduling hearings and render-
ing decisions. 

• Requiring Family Court
hearings and trials to be heard
on continuous days until a case
is fully presented or within a
specified time period. 

• Hearing related issues con-
currently when possible to
reduce the time and expense to
both families and trial courts.

The goal of assigning the same
primary case number to different
aspects of a family case — such as
support and property distribu-
tion — is to enhance consistency
and efficiency in cases brought
before the courts. 

• Authorizing local Domestic
Relations Sections of Common
Pleas Court, which often are the
first point of contact with the
courts in a family matter, to facil-
itate the entry of agreed-upon
custody orders. 

Launching the pilot project is
the latest example of the
Supreme Court’s ongoing com-
mitment toward enhancing the
effective and efficient adminis-
tration of justice in Pennsylvania
through collaborative efforts
involving both the bench and
bar. 

Justice Newman and Superior
Court Judge Kate Ford Elliott co-
chaired a Conference on Family
Court Reform in 1997 that was
co-sponsored by the
Pennsylvania Bar Association’s
Commission on Women in the
Profession and the Family Law
Section. As a result of that con-
ference, a Task Force on Family
Court Reform was created. In
addition to the state bar associa-
tion, the task force also included
members of the Pennsylvania
Chapter of the American
Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers. The task force was
charged with studying problems

and innovations in Family Court
procedures in Pennsylvania and
making specific recommenda-
tions for reform. 

The task force surveyed each
judicial district in the common-
wealth, including personal con-
tacts with Family Court judges
and administrators, to obtain an
understanding of flaws in the
system as well as efforts being
made in individual judicial dis-
tricts to enhance the methods of
handling family law cases. The
task force also studied models in
other states. 

“Pennsylvania’s parents, chil-
dren and courts will benefit from
the valuable insight provided by
the dedicated members of the
conference and task force,” Judge
Ford Elliott said. “All of us felt —
and the Supreme Court agrees —
that rules changes can make our
Family Courts even more effi-
cient and user friendly.” 

The Domestic Relations
Procedural Rules Committee,
under former Chair David S.
Rasner and current Chair Dau-
phin County Judge Jeannine
Turgeon, recommended new
Family Court rules. 

The four counties selected for
the program include a diverse
geographical mix and two of the
largest judicial districts in
Pennsylvania. Representatives
from each of the four counties
also agreed to participate in the
program. 

Michael E. Kunz, (far left) clerk of the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, is joined by former Federal
Courts Committee Chair Howard D. Scher ,
Chair Stephanie Resnick and Vice Chair
Rudolph Garcia at the Committee’s Dec.
18 meeting. Kunz discussed the latest
developments in the cour t ’s electr o n i c
case filing procedures.

Program Promotes Resolution
of Domestic Relations Matters

Law firm marketing doesn’t have to be complicated. 
That’s the message of a new self-help video avail-

able from the Philadelphia Bar Association. The new
video, featuring law firm marketing director Pamela
McCarthy of Klehr, Harrison, Harvey, Branzberg &
Ellers LLP, contains effective, proven marketing tips for
use by solo and small firms as well as larger firms. The
85-minute program, produced with the help of a grant
from the American Bar Association, reveals valuable
marketing secrets, such as: 

• How to maintain a quick and easy-to-use contact
list. 

• Where to network for best marketing results.  
• How to take maximum advantage of everyday

marketing vehicles you may be overlooking. 
• Why you need to build your marketing base with

assets you already have. 
• How you can turn your own accomplishments

into an advertisement for your firm. 
• Why you need to make client referrals pay off in

more ways than one. 
• Where you will encounter the stumbling blocks

that will lead to marketing failure and how you can
avoid them. 

• How to minimize the time you spend on market-
ing efforts and maximize results. 

• What “value added” really means and how to
make it work for you. 

• How to develop a marketing plan and keep it
viable as circumstances change. 

• Why certain direct mail efforts and “cold” contacts
are often a waste of time. 

According to Richard F. Furia and Joseph A. Prim,
co-chairs of the Association’s Solo and Small Firm
Management Committee, the video is a “bread-and-
butter, practical roadmap to marketing that contains
good ideas for law firms of all sizes.” 

To obtain a copy of the video, send a check for
$14.95 payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association to
“Marketing Video,” c/o Philadelphia Bar Association,
1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa., 19107-
2911.

Video Offers Practical Tips
on Law Firm Marketing
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Annual Meeting

Sicalides Honored for ‘Saving’ Philly VIP
by Jeff Lyons

Barbara T. Sicalides was as surprised
as anyone when she accepted the
Association’s First Union Fidelity
Award at the Dec. 10 Annual Meeting.

“Who would have thought a year
ago that I’d be standing here?” said a
visibly emotional Sicalides, who has
served as chair of the Board of Phila-
delphia Volunteers for the Indigent
Program for the past year.

“Barbara Sicalides was selected be-
cause of what she did this past year.
She saved the Philadelphia Volunteers
for the Indigent Program,” said Fidelity
Award Committee Co-Chair Paul A.
Tufano.

“Barbara Sicalides and I did not start
out on the best of terms about a year
ago, but she has really been an incred-
ible leader and wonderful to work with
and wonderful for the people in this
community,” said Immediate-Past
Chancellor Allan H. Gordon.

Tufano said that at the end of 2001,
VIP was facing a crisis of confidence.
The executive director had departed,
financial support had been reduced
and there were growing issues with the
organization’s ability to deliver its ser-
vices. Sicalides had just taken over as
chair of the VIP board. 

“But it’s what Barbara did in the
face of that crisis that’s so truly extra-
ordinary, truly heroic and is a wonder-
ful example of true leadership,” Tufano
said. “Leadership, at least to me, is not
only taking action, but listening, setting
an example and just plain old hard
work. And Barbara led in all of those
ways. She made a lot of hard decisions
and she followed up on them and their
implementation.”

He said Sicalides worked with the
VIP staff, who were understandably
concerned about the future of VIP, as
well as with the board and all of the
firms that had the volunteers that
wanted to provide their time. She also
instituted the search that resulted in
the hiring of the current executive
director of VIP, Sharon Browning. 

“In addition to leading by action,
she led by listening and communicat-
ing. She spent hours visiting Bar
Association committees and attending
events to let everybody know VIP was
getting back on track, and more impor-
tantly, soliciting their ideas and input,”
Tufano said.

“This honor is not just a reflection
of my work, but of the tremendous
investment made in Philadelphia VIP
by a wealth of wonderful organizations
and people throughout this city,” said
Sicalides.

“Without the support of organiza-
tions like this Bar Association, Comm-

unity Legal Services, Philadelphia Legal
Assistance, and all of the vast network
of public interest organizations in this
city, this could not have happened.
And last, but certainly not least, my
law firm, Pepper Hamilton. VIP might
not have been able to accomplish this
marvelous recovery without Pepper’s
help,” she said. 

“This support took the form of an
investment, an investment in money,
time and hard work and dreams.
Pepper set the tone with its initial
extraordinary investment at the end of
2001,” Sicalides said.

“The ongoing investment by the
leadership and countless others from
the Bar Association as well as the
tremendous investment of the truly
remarkable staff of VIP and the VIP
board have been the critical compo-
nents of our success. And it really is
our success as a community and as a
profession that we’ve been able to
revitalize an organization like
Philadelphia VIP. It is a very special
organization. It is the foremost pro
bono organization of this Association,”
she said.

“Through VIP, our profession is able

to improve access to the justice system
for those less fortunate than we. Our
hope is that through the pro bono
efforts of private attorneys and other
legal professionals, we will be able to
better the lives of those most often lost
in our justice system, and better sup-
port the public interest lawyers, the
full-time public interest lawyers at
organizations like CLS who spend
every day doing nothing but this most
satisfying work,” Sicalides said.

The First Union Fidelity Award is
presented annually to recognize faith-

fulness to the profession. “The award is
meant to remind us that we should
begin each day focused on our profes-
sion’s ideals and on our commitment
to serve one another and the larger
community as well,” said Brenda
Frazier-Clemons, co-chair of the
Fidelity Award Committee.

“I ask you all to please join Phila-
delphia VIP in this effort by investing
in any way you can in improving the
justice system for the poor and the low
income in our community,” Sicalides
said.

Paul A. Tufano, co-chair of the Fidelity Award Committee, presents Philadelphia VIP Board Chair Barbara T. Sicalides with the Association’ s
First Union Fidelity Award at the Dec. 10 Annual Meeting.

“Through VIP, our profession is able to improve access to the justice

system for those less fortunate than we. Our hope is that through the pro

bono efforts of private attorneys and other legal professionals, we will

be able to better the lives of those most often lost in our justice system,

and better support the public interest lawyers, the full-time public inter-

est lawyers at organizations like CLS who spend every day doing nothing

but this most satisfying work.” 

- Barbara T. Sicalides



10 JANUARY 2003 / BAR REPORTER

Annual Meeting

Talley Reaffirms Pro Bono Commitment
by Daniel J. Anders

Recognizing that the Philadelphia
Bar Association is an organization
steeped in tradition and committed to
serving the legal profession and the
public, Chancellor Audrey C. Talley
announced her priorities for 2003 at
the Association’s Annual Meeting on
Dec. 10.

Entering its third century, the
Association must “remain relevant to
our profession and continue to be a
fulcrum for justice,” Talley said, “partic-
ularly in these troubling, unsettled
times, beset by violence at home and
abroad.” Talley identified three key fac-
tors in meeting these goals: the
Association’s identity in its service to
its members and the community, com-
mitment to justice and promise to help
make a better, fairer, more just world.

Building upon the Association’s role
in the successful coalition that sup-
ported local tax reform, Talley said she
will convene a special Chancellor’s
Symposium that will bring lawyers,
government officials, business leaders
and community leaders together to
discuss the impact of government poli-
cy on business.  

The symposium will discuss issues
such as:

• The present regulatory environ-
ment and whether it aids or impedes
business.

• Changes in the regulatory envi-
ronment and whether they present
opportunities or barriers.

• Government policy and how it
affects the legal community and its
clients.

• How the legal community should
act in an era of renewed concern about
business ethics and corporate gover-
nance.

Talley encouraged the Association
and its members to “chart the path to
answers” and stay “in the forefront of
policy – policy that affects us, our
clients and the region that we serve.”
The Association’s fight for “local tax
reform was the right thing to do. . . .
not just for ourselves but for the com-
munity and for the well being of the
entire region,” Talley said.

Talley also cited the recent Pro Bono
Task Force Report as “our blueprint for
the future” of pro bono work and pub-
lic service. “This landmark report is the
result of hundreds of hours of careful
study and hard work,” she said. “Those
recommendations will be carried out.
There is no higher priority for this
Association.”

“We will not relinquish our nation-
ally recognized leadership role in the
area of public service. Rather, we will
enhance that role and build upon it,”

Talley said.
Stating that it is important to recog-

nize the “hard work of so many pro
bono volunteers,” Talley announced
the creation of three new pro bono
awards to be given for pace-setting pro
bono efforts by exemplary law firms,
legal departments and individuals. The
awards will be sponsored by Citizens
Bank and be given as monetary grants
to public service legal agencies desig-
nated by the honorees.

Talley also announced a new award
to “spotlight extraordinary achieve-
ment from a student who focuses on
rights, privileges and responsibilities
under federal law.” The first award in
the Ruth Bader Ginsburg legal writing
competition will be presented at the
October Quarterly Meeting along with
the Sandra Day O’Connor Award,
which honors an outstanding woman
lawyer in Philadelphia and was first
presented 10 years ago.

The writing competition will be
open to all second- and third-year law
students in the region. “We will recog-
nize original legal writing and scholar-
ship with a significant cash award as
well as publication and dissemination
of the winning paper,” Talley said.

In an effort to continue the mod-
ernization of the Association, Talley
said that the Bar Association will pro-
vide online continuing legal education
in conjunction with the Pennsylvania
Bar Institute and the Philadelphia Bar
Education Center.  “This is an impor-
tant and convenient step in the right
direction, and we’ll be one of the part-
ners that will help make it happen.”

“We will also soon announce a new

online legal research service for our
members,” Talley said, that will provide
“an effective and economical service
tailored expressly to your needs.” The
Lawyer Referral and Information
Service will also be accessible online
by prospective clients, where they “will
be able to identify their problem, select
the appropriate lawyer/panel-member,
pre-pay their initial consultation fee
and begin to get the expert help they
need,” she said.

Talley noted that this year Philadel-
phia voters will once again be called
upon to elect new judges and vote on
the retention of sitting judges.  The
Association will “launch an unprece-
dented public education campaign that
tells voters why it is important to select
judges based solely on their qualifica-
tions for office,” Talley said.

“For the first time, we will offer vot-
ers information that explains what we
should expect from judicial candidates
and what we should look for in judges.
We’ll tell the people why and how we
evaluate the candidates,” she said. Tall-
ey stated that the Association “will lead
the fight for a judiciary that consistent-
ly earns the respect of a well-informed
electorate.”

Talley thanked Immediate-Past
Chancellor Allan H. Gordon for his
leadership of the Association and said
he was “a true example of character,
leadership and integrity.”  She also
thanked members of her family and
her partners at the law firm of Drinker
Biddle & Reath LLP.

Daniel J. Anders is an associate at Pepper Hamilton LLP
and an associate editor of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

Chancellor Audrey C. Talley (second from right) poses with (from left) her brother-in-law, Howard Finley, her sister, Marguerite Finley, and
sister Lynn Talley.

Chancellor Audrey C. Talley and Board of Governors Chair Jane L. Dalton meet before the
Annual Meeting.
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Judge Weiner Accepts Bar Medal
by Jeff Lyons

In introducing U.S. District Court
Judge Charles Weiner as recipient of
the Bar Medal, Immediate-Past
Chancellor Allan H. Gordon described
him as “a friend to all of those who
seek a fair and efficient justice system,
characterized by a true commitment to
equal justice for all.”

The Bar Medal is presented at the
discretion of the Chancellor in recogni-
tion of extraordinary service. It is
reserved only for the highest accom-
plishments and most impressive
achievements. Judge Weiner received
the Bar Medal during the Dec. 10
Annual Meeting.

“I don’t need to tell an audience
such as this that no worthwhile acc-
omplishment is a solo effort. Without
the enthusiasm, commitment and cre-
ativity and just plain hard work of a
group of people, not very much would
be accomplished,” Judge Weiner said.

“To achieve a worthy goal, you need
dedicated people who are willing to
work in concert, who not only see, but
truly understand the need for change
or improvement and for them to fash-
ion the means to obtain the desired
goal,” he said. 

“Much that is achieved and is suc-
cessful is built on the foundations and
platforms of those who have gone
before us. As we move forward and
deal with the various problems pre-

sented, we’re also breaking ground for
all of those who will follow us. We’re
constantly attempting to move to the
next level,” Judge Weiner said.

He said everyone has a role to play
in the pursuit of a more just and inclu-

sive community. “If we are to progress
and grow and not disappear, as other
great societies that have existed before
us have done, our goal should be a
community that is aware of its prob-
lems and its people. And to pursue that

goal of inclusion so that everyone can
enjoy its benefit and be part of that
particular society,” the judge said.

“What has always been most inter-
esting to me is that as these demands
and problems present themselves, it is
the response that usually comes from
people who lead very busy lives and
find or make the time to help probe for
the solutions. What seemed impossible
becomes not only do-able but is
achieved and is a marked improve-
ment over that which took its place,”
he commented.

“This Association and its achieve-
ments over the years is a treasure trove
of wealth and experience and it will
only continue to grow in the future. It
has had the good fortune to have dedi-
cated and active leaders and members
who are constantly reviewing not only
the present problems but the need for
the resolution of those that will face us
in the future,” he said. 

“My sincere thanks for this honor
you have accorded me today. I will
truly regard this as one of the high-
lights of my life. I will also remember
with great affection the pleasant com-
pany to which I was invited to receive
it,” Judge Weiner said.

Previous Bar Medal winners have
included Homeland Security Secretary
and former Pennsylvania Gov. Tom
Ridge, Gov.-Elect Edward G. Rendell
and the late Judge A. Leon Higginbot-
ham Jr.

Immediate-Past Chancellor Allan H. Gordon presents the Association’s Bar Medal to U.S.
District Court Judge Charles Weiner at the Dec. 10 Annual Meeting.

New members of the Board of Governors (top photo) meet before the Annual Meeting. They are, from left,
Gregory H. Mathews, Molly Peckman, Alexander B. Giacobetti and Patrice A. Toland. Also joining the Board is
Mark W. Tanner (not pictured). Chancellor Audrey C. Talley (right photo) meets with former Chancellor Edwar d
F. Chacker. Talley served as Chair of the Board of Governors while Chacker was Chancellor in 1999.
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Sections, YLD, Committees Celebrate

Philadelphia District Attorney Lynne Abraham (top photo, right) introduces Judith Frankel
Rubino at the Criminal Justice Section’s Holiday Party Dec. 9 at Maggiano’s Little Italy.
Rubino, an assistant district attorney, received the Section’s Thurgood Marshall Award.

Enjoying the festivities at the Young Lawyers Division Holiday Party Dec. 11 at the Westin
Hotel are (from left) YLD Chair-Elect Kim R. Jessum, Executive Committee member Nicole
Gerson, YLD Chair Melissa A. Schwartz and Executive Committee member Linda L.
Kazmerski.

P robate and Trust Law
Section Chair Howard I.
Verbofsky (left) and
Immediate-Past Chair
N o rman E. Donoghue II
meet at the Section’s
Holiday Party Dec. 3 at
the Rooftop Garden at the
Kimmel Center for the
Performing Arts.

Incoming Tax Law Section Chair Stanley J. Kull (left) poses with Eric Solomon and
Immediate-Past Chair Wendi L. Kotzen at the Section’s Annual Dinner Dec. 10 at the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel. Solomon, deputy assistant secr e t a r y for Regulatory Affairs for the U.S.
Treasury Department, spoke at the Section’s dinner.

Shannon Duffy, a reporter with The Legal Intelligencer, holds the Cheryl A. Ingram Advocate
for Justice Award presented to him by the Committee on the Legal Rights of Lesbians and
Gay Men at their Dec. 12 annual party. Pictured with Duffy are Ingram’s partner, Alison S.
Coleman and former Committee Co-Chair Daniel J. Anders.

Philadelphia Family Court Judge Idee C. Fox received the Herbert R. Weiman Jr. Family Law
Section Award at the Section’s Dec. 3 Holiday Party at McCormick & Schmick’s. Fox is joined
by current Section Chair David Steerman and immediate-past Chair Margaret Klaw. 

Stephen T. Potako (left) holds
the Workers’ Compensation
Section’s Martha J. Hampton
Memorial A w a rd at the
S e c t i o n ’ s Dec. 3 party at
Chris’ Jazz Cafe. Marc S.
Jacobs, chair of the Hampton
Aw a rd Committee, made the
presentation to Potako.



by Sheryl Axelrod

Mark Schwartz of Regional Housing
Legal Services was honored with the
Public Interest Section’s Andrew Hami-
lton Award for Community Service at
the Section’s Annual Party on Dec. 4 at
the Sheraton Rittenhouse Square.

Schwartz also received a check for
$1,000 from the Association of Defense
Counsel.  The Andrew Hamilton Award
Committee, whose members chose
Schwartz to receive the award, is com-
prised of five members: Judge Phyllis
W. Beck, Judge Louis H. Pollak, Robert
C. Heim, Carol Tracy and Irv Ackels-
berg.  Judge Beck said Schawartz was
the Committee’s unanimous choice. 

Schwartz has a unique “ability to
build consensus and commitment,
impeccable judgment and calm wis-
dom,” said Judge Beck. Drawing upon
each of these qualities, Judge Beck
noted that Schwartz has provided a
remarkable $277 million in affordable
housing in Philadelphia.  

Gloria Guard, executive director of
the People’s Emergency Center, called
Schwartz “a friend and a trusted advi-
sor.” She said that Schwartz had been
instrumental to a number of policy
changes affecting the provision of
affordable housing in Pennsylvania.

Joan Dawson McConnon, co-
founder of Project Home, referred to
Schwartz as “a brilliant lawyer and
strategist. Mark is the person you call
to figure the way through complex
problems in a housing law project.
Thanks to Mark, women are going to
sleep in their own homes on this cold
night. Children are going to bed

tonight under a roof.”  Quoting Ralph
Waldo Emerson, she read to Schwartz:
“‘[Many lives have] breathed easier
because you have lived.’”    

Among others, Schwartz thanked
the Bar Association for selecting him to
receive the award, his Board of Dir-
ectors, his staff and, specifically, Mark
Levine who has been with him at
Regional Housing since 1974. He also
thanked his public funders (Pennsyl-
vania Legal Services and Pennsylvania
IOLTA), his wife, Bernice, and his chil-
dren, John and Andy, “for putting up
with me these many years.”  

Schwartz said that he viewed
Regional Housing as “being given the
opportunity, by the people in this
community, to work with the Bethesda
Project and other organizations
attempting to develop affordable hous-
ing.”  Schwartz commented that unfor-
tunately, each of these organizations is
forced to face a host of legal quagmires
in order to do so. He said he enjoyed
working with the organizations in the
effort. 

David Unkovic, a past president of
the Volunteers for the Indigent
Program, was also honored at the
reception for having received the pres-
tigious Goffman Award earlier this
year.  

Karen Detamore, president of the
Pennsylvania Project Directors
Association and executive director of
Friends of Farmworkers, Inc., explained
that this was a momentus achievement
given in recognition of Unkovic’s out-
standing work in providing legal ser-
vices to the poor.

USI Colburn Insurance Service gen-

erously contributed to the reception.
In addition, the following Raise-A-
Glass Sponsors each contributed $75 to
the reception: Judge Arlin M. Adams,
Gaetan J. Alfano, Daniel-Paul Alva,
Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua, Glenn B. Bron-
son, Stephen D. Brown, Edward F.
Chacker, Andrew A. Chirls, Harold T.
Commons Jr., Cozen O’Connor, Jane L.
Dalton, Doreen S. Davis, Francis P.
Devine, William H. Ewing, Rochelle M.
Fedullo, Alan M. Feldman, Aaron C.F.
Finkbiner, Vernon L. Francis, Nancy H.
Fullam, Richard F. Furia, Alexander B.
Giacobetti, Amy B. Ginesky, Allan H.
Gordon, Clifford E. Haines, Marilyn

Heffley, Robert C. Heim, C. Clark
Hodgson Jr, Julia Hoke, Donald K.
Joseph, The Justinian Society of
Philadelphia, Stephen R. LaCheen,
Sayde J. Ladov, Tsiwen M. Law, Jan
Paula Levine, Charisse R. Lillie, Jeffrey
M. Lindy, Nicholas J. Lisi, Philip M.
Lord, Angus Love, Jeffrey B. McCarron,
Kathy A. O’Neill, Carl Oxholm III, The
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association,
May Mon Post, Joseph A. Prim, Linda F.
Rosen, Angelo Sgro, Jerome J. Shestack,
Elaine Smith, Joseph A. Sullivan,
Audrey C. Talley, Mark W. Tanner,
Patrice A. Toland, Thomas Wyatt and
Suzanne Young.

Public Interest Section

‘Consensus Builder’ Re c e i ves Andrew Hamilton Aw a r d

Mark Schwartz of Regional Housing Legal Services (second from left) is joined by (from left)
his wife, Bernice, Public Interest Section Immediate-Past Chair Tsiwen Law and Marsha
Levick, the Section’s Chair for 2003.

by Andrew A. Chirls

Melvin had been a roofer
for many years when he lost
his sight due to glaucoma.
For several years after that,
Melvin lived in an East Oak
Lane house that had belonged
to his parents. After his par-
ents died intestate, Melvin
shared the house with his
brother and sister. Melvin’s
sister died in 1998. Her three
children felt entitled to the
house and fought with
Melvin and his brother over
the ownership of the house.
Eventually the children suc-
ceeded in putting both
Melvin and his brother out of
the house for good.

Melvin found himself liv-
ing in a homeless shelter in
Philadelphia. Then he was
introduced to VIP.

Melvin’s case was referred
to Zachary Glaser and me at
Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis-
Cohen LLP. Recognizing our
limits as litigators, we enlisted
Joshua Averill, an associate in
Wolf Block’s Estates
Department, to commence the
process of reclaiming the
house.

The first step was to have
Melvin appointed as adminis-
trator of his father’s estate.
The appointment was
opposed and contested by
Melvin’s niece and nephew.
Since summarily evicting

Melvin, his niece, along with
her husband and children,
had moved into the house,
lock, stock and barrel. Averill
petitioned the Register of
Wills for an order authorizing
Melvin’s appointment. After a
contentions hearing, such an
order was entered, and Averill
next petitioned the Register of
Wills for a grant of Letters of
Administration. The estate
consisted of one asset: the
house Melvin had been
kicked out of.  

Once Melvin was autho-
rized to act on the estate’s
behalf, the focus of the case
shifted back to a litigation
mode. Glaser commenced an
action in ejectment against

Melvin’s niece and her hus-
band to reclaim possession of
the house for the estate. This
maneuver forced the niece
and her husband to hire a
lawyer and suddenly a dia-
logue began that seemed as if
it might resolve the dispute.
Almost immediately, the
defendants’ attorney suggest-
ed that the defendants pur-
chase the house from the
estate, with the proceeds to be
distributed to the heirs
according to the probate code.

While there was an agree-
ment in principle, the defen-
dants struggled to get a mort-
gage, and the litigation carried
on for almost a year. One sig-
nificant event was the agreed-

upon appraisal, which deter-
mined the value of the house.

Eventually the defendants
found a mortgage company
willing to lend them the
money to buy the house at
the appraised value. A settle-
ment date was chosen.

The potential sale of the
house created several new
problems, however, and
required the assistance of a
fourth attorney, Adam
Silverman, a real estate asso-
ciate.

It was only after the agree-
ment of sale was negotiated

Pro Bono Corner

Another Tale From VIP’s Front Lines
How to Help
To become a volunteer for
Philadelphia Volunteers for the
Indigent Program, visit
www.phillyvip.org or call (215)
523-9550.

continued on page 19
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Noting that the Philadelphia Bar
Association’s challenge to the New
Jersey bona fide office rule began six
years ago, Gordon said “very few things
worth accomplishing are ever accom-
plished quickly or easily. But we were
convinced that challenging this rule
was the right thing to do – right for
lawyers, right for clients, and right for
the people of both states.” Gordon
thanked former Bar Association
Chancellors Francis P. Devine III,
Clifford E. Haines, Mark A. Aronchick,
“and all of the Chancellors who fol-
lowed, as well as former Judge Arlin
Adams and our colleague Nancy
Winkelman, who wrote the initial
briefs in this case.”

Gordon pointed out that the Ad Hoc
Committee on Bar Admissions in New
Jersey specifically recommended the
elimination of “the requirements that
the bona fide office must be located in
this state.” He also pointed out that
New Jersey’s Commission on the Rules
of Professional Practice declared: “the
Commission opposes an interstate
bona fide office requirement.” The con-
clusions of the two committees “came
after extensive consideration, lengthy
hearings and careful study,” he said.

“In an age of palm-size computers,

laptops, cell phones and portable virtu-
al offices the bona fide office require-
ment really makes no sense,” Gordon
said.

Additional hearings on the recom-
mendations will be held in April, with
final action expected to follow by the
New Jersey State Supreme Court. “We
are optimistic that the Court will agree
with the recommendations of its own
committees and that these barriers will
finally fall,” Gordon said.

“If and when that happens, con-
sumers will have greater access to legal
services, and the legal marketplace in
our region will be consistent with the
way law is practiced in the 21st centu-
ry,” he said.

BONA FIDE
continued from page 1

and printed for reference during the
program. Lawyers can submit questions
or comments to the faculty or other
participants.

Many courses also include
PowerPoint outlines that can be printed
for note-taking. These outlines appear
on screen as the program plays, with
links added so that attorneys can open
and follow cases, statutes, regulations
and other primary law as it is dis-
cussed. Future enhancements may
include transcripts of the speaker’s
remarks.

Most programs will be pre-recorded
and available at any time, at the conve-
nience of the attorney. Others will be
live “Webcasts” of programs that are
also broadcast by satellite.

PBI is also developing periodic
Internet-only updates in every major
area of practice. Within weeks of a
landmark case or new legislation,
onlinecle.pbi.org will feature a seminar
where some of the Commonwealth’s
best attorneys explore the implications
and offer practical tips.

The system unobtrusively monitors
an attorney’s participation. To get cred-
it, the lawyer must view (or listen to) all
the segments of the program and com-
plete an evaluation form required by
the CLE board.

For further information, visit
onlinecle.pbi.org, or call PBI staff attor-
ney Susan Swope at (800) 932-4637, ext.
2260.

ONLINE CLE
continued from page 3

P e n n s y l v a n i a
Superior Court Judge
Richard B. Klein (left)
meets with Appellate
C o u rts Committee
Co-Chair Howard
Bashman prior to the
C o m m i t t e e ’ s Dec. 19
meeting. Judge Klein
compared his new job
with the Superior
Court of Pennsylvania
to his experiences on
the Philadelphia
C o u rt of Common
Pleas.



Health Law and Litigation
in Pennsylvania and New
Jersey

By Brian M. Peters and Wendy Cherner
Maneval and Jonathon B. Sprague 

(West Group, Copyright 2002, two volumes,

2,500 pages, $210)

Reviewed by Marc Reuben

The two-volume set “Health Law
and Litigation in Pennsylvania and
New Jersey” is an excellent source for
beginners and veterans alike. The prose
is succinct and helpful and the range of
topics is most inclusive. No practitioner
should be without this set, especially in
these days of increasing health-related

litigation and practice.
The first volume covers overview

topics and finance, licensure issues for
both individual and corporate entities,
as well as reporting practice. This
immediately leads to hospital-related
topics, since information concerning
licensure, accreditation, reporting and
ethics are the cornerstone to sound
counseling to medical-care clients.

More importantly, the volumes
speak to the variety of specific situa-
tions in which health law issues are
raised – not only in the context of liti-
gation, but for purposes of advising
clients a priori. Brian Peters and his
associates at Post & Schell, P.C. have
provided exhaustive topic listings that
are designed to leads the practitioner
to a variety of issues and sources. This
is an impressive set.

The book also deals with fraud and
abuse, state and federal regulation, and
there is considerable discussion of
employment issues, both before and
after the hiring process. There are
ample footnotes and reference points,
leading to case law and statutes
throughout the state and federal sys-
tem.

One of the nice things about this set
is its directness. There is no mistaking
the prose in this set, and the very least
seasoned of our lawerly lot should be
able to get useful information from
here. Old pros will find the wealth of
source material comforting, since Peters
and his group have tried to cover as
much territory as possible, and provid-
ed as many pointers as possible for
those who need to do more research
that these two volumes can comfort-
ably contain. Any sizeable firm that
doesn’t have these volumes is missing
much, and practitioners will find it an
invaluable aid in most any circum-
stance.

Marc Reuben is an advisory editor for the Philadelphia
Bar Reporter.

adults with disabilities: the Disabilities
Law Project, the Education Law Center,
the Legal Clinic for the Disabled, and
the Pennsylvania Health Law Project.  

Grants were awarded to the follow-
ing organizations serving the legal
needs of women: the Women’s Law
Project and the Women Against Abuse
Legal Center.  

Grants were also awarded to the fol-
lowing organizations coordinating vol-
unteer attorneys: Philadelphia Volun-
teers for the Indigent Program, the
Support Center for Child Advocates,
Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for the
Arts, the Consumer Bankruptcy
Assistance Program, and the Homeless

Advocacy Project.   
Grants were awarded to the follow-

ing organizations providing legal and
other assistance to immigrants: HIAS
and Council Migration Service of
Philadelphia, Nationalities Service
Center, and the Pennsylvania
Immigration Resources Center. 

An operating grant was also award-
ed to Pennsylvanians for Modern
Courts to enable them to continue to
seek improvements in the administra-
tion of justice.

Since 1964, the Philadelphia Bar
Foundation has awarded more than $4
million to advance the legal communi-
ty’s commitment to equal access to jus-
tice. 

Heather Bendit is executive director of the Philadelphia
Bar Fo u n d a t i o n .
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Go Online and Stay in Touch

Subscribe to
Bar Reporter Online
and get the latest

Bar Association news
in your e-mail every Monday

To sign up for this free service,
visit www.philadelphiabar.org

and click on “Publications”

Looking for a special way
to remember someone?

Through the Special Way to Remember program, you
can honor a colleague or loved one with a contribution
to the Philadelphia Bar Foundation. Since 1964 the Bar
Foundation has distributed millions of dollars in attorney
gifts and other funds to public interest groups that pro-
vide counsel and assistance to the poor, disabled, elderly
and children in our community.  Your gift will help serve
the needs of Philadelphians who have nowhere else to
turn for legal services.

If you would like to make a gift to the Foundation as a
meaningful expression of respect, please call (215) 238-
6334.

Births • Deaths • Marriages • Anniversaries •
Making Partner • Passing the Bar

GRANTS
continued from page 4

Book Review

Volumes Assist Health Law Practitioners
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The Barristers’ Association
of Philadelphia fed 108 needy
African-American families
throughout the city through
its annual Thanksgiving Drive,
an all-time high for the orga-
nization.

The 18th Annual
Thanksgiving Drive was
chaired by Aretha Delight
Davis and Kahiga Tiagha.
Davis and Tiagha worked
with the Acme supermarket in
the city’s Mount Airy section,
and the store provided
prepackaged traditional trim-
mings, including vegetables,
starches and desserts as well
as a turkey for each family. 

Members of the Barrsisters’
Association Executive
Committee, members of the
association, law students and
friends delivered the baskets
on Nov. 23. They used the
home of Barristers’ President
Kenneth A. Murphy as a stor-
age and launch site. 

The Barristers’ Association
wishes to acknowledge the
overwhelming support that it
has received from members of

the Philadelphia Bar
Association through monetary
contributions, and offers spe-
cial thanks to the following
donors, drivers and co-pilots
who helped make the
Thanksgiving Drive a boom-
ing success.

Judge Willie J. Adams;
Judge Jacqueline F. Allen;
Danielle Banks-Williams;
William L. Banton Jr.; Yvonne
Barnes Montgomery; Judge
Willis W. Berry; Chancellor-
Elect Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua;
Charles Bowser; Deborah
Butler; Judge Renee Cardwell-
Hughes; Carol A. Carson;
Edward F. Chacker; Jacqueline
Maria Chandler; Dawn R.
Chism; John Elliott
Churchville; Derrick W. Coker;
Carlton B. Cummings; Aretha
Delight Davis; Andre L.
Dennis; James E. Elam IV;
Rochelle Fedullo; William P.
Fedullo; Judge James J.
Fitzgerald III; Michelle D.
Flamer; Brenda Frazier-
Clemons; Anthony E. Gay;
Judge Levan Gordon; Judge
Clifford Scott Green; Prof.

Phoebe A. Haddon; Roosevelt
Hairston Jr.; Ronald Harper;
Hecker Brown Sherry &
Johnson; Leonard K. Hill;
Rhonda Hill-Wilson; Judge
Herbert J. Hutton; Judge Justin
M. Johnson; J. St. Girard
Jordan; Obra S. Kernodle III;
Kolsby, Gordon, Robin, Shore
& Bezar; Tshaka Lafayette;
Duane L. Lassister; Bernard
Lee; Christopher A. Lewis;
Kathryn Streeter Lewis;
Charisse R. Lillie; Kassem
Lucas; Frank M. McClellan;
Zane D. Memger; Gregory P.
Miller; Jerome W. Mondesire;
George D. Mosee Jr.; Kenneth
A. Murphy; Sybil Scott
Murphy; Nina Wright-Padilla;
Rhonda Payne-Thomas;
Bernardette Perkins;
Philadelphia Bar Association;
Judge Charles E. Rainey Jr.; G.
Bradley Rainey; Joan K.
Rainey; Judge Lillian Harris
Ransom; Geraldine K.
Richardson; Jason M.
Richardson; Leigh M. Skipper;
Denise J. Smyler; Enid R.
Stebbins Banton; Eileen Riley
Sutton; Mr. And Mrs. Prince

Altee Thomas; Nytashsa
Tobias; Joel Trotter; Joe H.
Tucker Jr.; Leon W. Tucker;
Larry L. Turner; Karen I.
Jackson Vaughn; Judge Craig
M. Washington; Cynthia
White-Winters; Jeffrey W.
Whitt; Nicole Whittington;
Randolph Williams; Sharon
M. Wilson; Troy Wilson; Judge
John M. Younge; Hangley
Aronchick Segal & Pudlin;
Cherriel Gentles; Ballard
Spahr Andrews and Ingersoll,
LLP; Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius, LLP; Saul Ewing LLP;

Dionne T. Savage; Richard
Watkins; David Garnes; Desa
Burton; Michelle Campbell;
Prince Thomas; Rasheen
Davis; Tracie Shelby; Almaz
Kinder; Tom McGill; Kristi
Harris; Musa Keenheel;
Heather Holloway; Ariane
Thomas; Lisa Harding; Shelly
James; Milton Savage; Herb
Pinder; Toya McLendon,
Lamont Brown; Shavonna
Maxwell; Kyrus Freeman; Joe
Mitchell; Maria Lewis; Kahiga
Tiagha; Damon Roberts; and
Kimberly Chainey. 

Barristers’ Drive Feeds 108 Needy Fa m i l i e s

Members of the Barristers’ Association of Philadelphia gather at the
home of Association president Kenneth A. Murphy before the Nov. 23
Thanksgiving Drive.
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by James LaRosa and Gary Mintz

As we begin the new year, many
attorneys are contemplating their next
career step. The beginning of a new
year is a natural time for attorneys to
reflect on their career goals, and if they
are on the track to meet those career
goals. Reflecting on career goals usual-
ly involves assessing your growth as a
practitioner over the past year, along
with assessing your compensation. For
many attorneys, personal lifestyle goals
are as important, if not more impor-
tant, than professional goals.

Also at this time of year, firms have
evaluated how well they have done
from a financial perspective.  Decisions
are being made as to which associates
will become partners, which associates
are on track for partnership, and which
associates may not have a future with
the firm.

In the current economic climate,
partners and practice groups are also
being evaluated more critically than
they may have been in better econom-
ic times. Firms have been forced to
make some hard, and often painful,
decisions regarding the future of some
of the partners within their firm. For
some partners, or practice groups, this
means a less attractive compensation
package. For others, it may even mean
they will be forced to seek new
employment.

The beginning of the year also often
brings many new employment oppor-
tunities. These are often opportunities
that employers did not actively attempt
to fill in November and December
because of year-end business issues

and holiday schedules.
These are some of the most com-

mon reasons that lead attorneys to
contemplate a possible job change at
this time of year. As recruiters, January
and September are probably the
months that we receive the most calls
and resumes from candidates seeking
new opportunities.  

Even if you are in the category of
those who may have recently lost a
job, or believe you will shortly, it is
important not to act impulsively. We
see too many attorneys that seem to
change jobs every year or every few
years. You really want to avoid that
scenario, because in the long run, it
can severely hamper your marketabili-
ty to new employers.

If you believe that a new career
opportunity is what you need, or that
it is time that you seriously explore the
market, there are some basic resume
and cover letter tips to keep in mind.

The importance of the resume
should not be underestimated. There
are certain basic rules and principals
that should be followed in drafting
your resume.

Use good quality white or ivory
paper. Make your resume easy on the
eyes. Use normal margins (1.5 inches
on the top and bottom, 1.25 inches on
the sides) and don’t cram your text
onto the page. Allow for some breath-
ing room between the different sec-
tions. Avoid unusual or exotic font
styles; use simple fonts with a profes-
sional look. Font size should be
between 10 and 12 points.

Optimally, your resume should be
one page, two at the very most. Try to

target your resume to the specific posi-
tion you are seeking. It is better to
have a variety of resumes highlighting
your experiences for a particular posi-
tion then to have one long rambling
resume that includes everything you
have ever accomplished.

One common question often asked
by candidates is: Which should go first,
your education or work experience?
The basic rule of thumb is if you have
five years or fewer of legal experience,
put your education first. Also, make
certain that your resume includes your
bar admissions and your years of grad-
uation from undergraduate and law
school. Education and employment
should be listed in reverse chronologi-
cal order.

Below are some tips that will help
you in writing your cover letter.  

• Be brief. Your cover letter should
be no more than one page, usually
three to four paragraphs.   

• Keep paragraphs short. No more
than seven lines, and preferably five or
fewer. Try to vary the length of your
sentences. 

• Personalize your letter. Form cover
letters are easily spotted. Indicate why
you are interested in a particular
employer or area of law, and how you
came to know of the employer.

• Address your cover letter to the
appropriate person. Call ahead to get
the name of the hiring partner or
recruitment coordinator. Never use
Dear Sir/Dear Hiring Partners. (Unless
of course you are responding to a
“blind ad.” )

• Avoid vague statements. Try to be
as specific as possible about your skills

and past experiences. 
• Don’t use too many adjectives and

adverbs. Every potential candidate is
“organized,”  “committed,” “dedicated”
and “hard working.” Remember, the
purpose of the cover letter is to state
what you can do for the firm.

• Mention a recommending person’s
name in the first paragraph.

• Always indicate the position
applied for.

• Use good quality bond paper. Use
the same color and type of paper you
use for your resume.

• Margins should be 1.5 inches, and
never be less than 1.25 inches.  

• Don’t get fancy with typefaces.
Remember, many employers are going
to scan your resume into a central
database. Use a simple font like Times
Roman at 11 or 12 points. 

Remember that networking is an
extremely important part of any job
search and, in fact, should be one of
your primary methods of seeking new
employment opportunities, especially if
you have been practicing for more
than a few years. 

Also keep in mind that there are
numerous resources listing many legal
career opportunities.  These include
firm and corporate Web sites, general
job search Web sites and legal job
search Web sites. And don’t forget the
old-fashioned newspaper and legal
newspaper classified ads. 

James LaRosa, Esq. and Gary Mintz, Esq., are recruiters
with Juri S t a f f, the exclusively endorsed legal staffing
agency of the Philadelphia Bar Association. LaRosa can
be reached at (215) 751 - 9100, extension 302 or via e-
mail at jlarosa @ j u ri s t a f f.com; Mintz can be reached at
( 215) 751 - 9100, extension 315 or via e-mail at
g m i n t z @ j u ri s t a f f. c o m .

Career Planning and Placement
from

Career counseling and résumé review services
by appointment,

Mondays from 9 to 11 a.m. and Fridays from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
at Bar Headquarters. For an appointment, call Cindy Towers at 

(215) 751-9100, extension 301

JuriStaff, the only legal staffing agency endorsed by the Philadelphia Bar
Association, provides temporary, temporary-to-permanent and direct-hire

placements of attorneys, paralegals and support staff.

Learn more at
www.juristaff.com or www.philadelphiabar.org

or call JuriStaff at (215) 751-9100, ext. 301.

Career Corner

Make Sure You’re Prepared for New Job Search
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FIGS
2501 Meredith St.
(215) 978-8440
(Cash only strictly enforced;
BYOB)

by Skinny D. Bockol

When an attorney turns 60, as I did
this past September, his or her mind
begins to wander and wonder. “No
parties, please,” I beg my wife. “I don’t
want anyone to know. Let’s wander off
somewhere… alone.”

Annie’s present to me for my birth-
day is a wonder, a trip to Hotel La
Mamounia in Marrakech. We revel in
Moroccan luxury: a lavish garden-level
suite opening to thousands of scented
rose bushes, grandly tall date-palms
and thick fig trees whose fruits when
split, are as red as seedless watermelon.
The venerable and lucullan La
Mamounia hosts the International
French Film Festival. My wife had
known this. “It’s why we’re here,” she
confides at lunch near the sparkling
emerald pool. We sit beside Catherine
Deneuve, Jeanne Moreau and Francis
Ford Coppola.

I comment with excited bursts of
breathless ardour, “Catherine is gor-
geous, Jeanne’s skin is marmoreal, and
Coppola has a sultan’s tan and
physique. They look so young!”

My wife wisely notes, “They are all
much older than you, my dearest; in
their late 60s, 70s and early 80s. To say

it soukcinctly,” she puns, “you’re my
Berber baby.”

Upon returning to Philadelphia, I
seek out Moroccan restaurants to cele-
brate my youth. No oasis is more tan-
talizingly toothsome and refreshing
than Figs.

One enters into a tiny vestibule
protected by a floor-to-ceiling curtain.
Through the crease in the latter can be
seen copper incarnadine walls, glowing
as if the sun is setting on the Sahara.
Waitpersons scurry around 20 tables
emulating merchants in a medina.
Close your eyes; the smells are redolent
of cumin and humus, almonds and
raisins. You expect muezzins to sound
resonating calls to prayer. I almost feel
the urge to bargain for the price of my
dinner.

After having been served hunks of
olive bread and white bean tapinade as
a gift, start with harissa-marinated
octopus and calamari ($7.90), grilled

and served with roasted tomato and
polenta. Harissa is a Moorish marinade
that clears nasal passages; the kind of
sauce that would make a camel stop in
its tracks for humps of water. Yet with
placating polenta, grilled to a cross-
hatch, and rumpled tomatoes soothing
the tongue, the blasphemous aftertaste
softens to a congruous benediction
upon one’s lips.

If you miss the parmesan crusted
flounder ($17.50), with almond rice and
sautéed spinach, surrounded by a
caper-lemon beurre blanc sauce, you’ll
kick yourself. The fish is crisp with a
nosegay of cheese. Its flesh is brilliantly
white and so fresh it seems a phantasm
at first bite. The spinach is of the infant
baby variety, verdant and garlicky. The
sauce cuts bait, bedizened with a tang
of citrus over butter.

Acorn squash stuffed with
Moroccan spiced beef stew ($18.50) is a
velvety package containing marvelous
chunks of meat in a bevy of North

African vegetables and spices. The
squash is roasted to a sugary, golden
sweetness, thick and delectable. To
make this entrée perfect, ask for a side
of macadamia nut risotto (price doesn’t
matter; get it!). Allow your senses to
bathe. Place a large forkful of the risot-
to gently inside your cheeks. Hold your
breath to allow your palate to become
engorged and turgid. Then swallow
slowly so that your esophagus is not
startled. Figs’ creamy, nutty concoction
is without peer. It’s stirring.

Nor can you be led astray by order-
ing a perfectly grilled filet mignon in a
red wine-wild mushroom demi-glace
($19.50), or char-grilled swordfish in a
black olive tapenade ($19). Each uses
top quality ingredients in more than
ample portions.

As I sit back to drink my dessert,
Moroccan Almond Tea with Fresh Mint
($3), although you may perceive the
Middle Eastern cookie plate ($4) as a

Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled event may be sub-
ject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Wednesday, January 1
New Year’s Day – Bar Association offices closed.

Thursday, January 2
Philadelphia Bar Reporter Editorial Board – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Tuesday, January 7
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Board of Trustees – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Chancellor’s Reception – 5 p.m., Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut
streets.

Wednesday, January 8
State Civil Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50
Legal Rights of Children Committee – meeting, 3:30 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Thursday, January 9
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Lunch: $7.50.

Friday, January 10
Judicial Commission – meeting, 11:45 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Young Lawyers Division – Annual meeting, 12:30 p.m., Rose Garden, Park Hyatt Philadelphia
at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut street. Tickets: $35.

Sunday, January 12

Young Lawyers Division – retreat, 9 a.m., 11th floor Conference Center.

Monday, January 13
Business Law Section Executive Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, January 14
Criminal Justice Section Executive Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Wednesday, January 15
Federal Courts Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Women’s Rights Committee – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Friday, January 17
Board of Governors - retreat

Monday, January 20
Martin Luther King Day – Bar Association offices closed.

Tuesday, January 21
Board of Governors Cabinet – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Friday, January 24
Judicial Commission – meeting, 11:45 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Philadelphia Lawyer magazine Editorial Board – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference
Center.

Tuesday, January 28
Criminal Justice Section – meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.
Compulsory Arbitration Committee – meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, January 30
Board of Governors – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Unless otherwise specified, all ch e cks for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar
Association and mailed to Bar Headquarters, 11 01 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Send Bar
Association-related calendar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 11 01 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Fax: (215) 23 8 - 12 67. E-mail:r e p o r t e r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g .

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

F E A S T S  T O  F A M I N E

The Flavors of Marrakech Come to Philadelphia

Our own Skinny D’Bockol (also
Fatty R. Bockol, depending on his
weight) and Philadelphia restaura-
teur Susanna Foo will host the
Crystal Cruise Wine and Food
Festival’s “Tastes of Asia” cruise
through Japan and China, departing
from Yokohama on March 23, 2003,

and concluding with a culinary 3-
day Land Program in Beijing to
April 6. 

Contact Skinny to “shape up
AND ship out,” at rbockol@msn.com
for more information, or for a
brochure. He may also be reached at
(610) 832-2032.

Tastes of Asia Cruise Sails in March

continued on page 19
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that the mortgage company said
they would not commit to the full
sale price. The defendants could
not afford the downpayment the
mortgage company was now
requiring. Still, a creative solution
was found: the niece’s brother, also
an heir, agreed that he would
assign his share of the estate and
the proceeds therefor, to his sister.
The sale could go on!

The next obstacle to be cleared
was the title to the house. A long
list of mortgages and tax liens
were recorded against the proper-
ty. Once again it took Josh Averill’s
expertise and experience to track
down the mortgage holders, many
of which no longer existed or had
been acquired by larger compa-
nies. Averill also had to convince
the IRS to provide a certification
that no taxes were owed to it. The
closing was completed on time.

Though Melvin may not have
gotten his house, he got his fair
share of the estate and he was
content with that result. 

Andrew A. Chirls is a partner at Wo l f, Block ,
S ch o rr and Solis-Cohen LLP and is Vice Chancellor
of the Philadelphia Bar As s o c i a t i o n .

PRO BONO
continued from page 13

GALLOP Honors Penn’s Chang-Muy
Lawrence Felzer, (left) a member of the Board of Gay and Lesbian Lawyers
of Philadelphia, presents the Michael M. Gr e e n b e r g Community Ser v i c e
Award to Fernando Chang-Muy of the University of Pennsylvania Law School
at GALLOP’s annual party on Nov. 21 at the Cosmopolitan Club.

top choice, I reflect upon my last
day in Marrakech. It was my birth-
day, Sept. 16, falling on Yom
Kippur. We went to the synagogue
in the Melach (Jewish section) of
the Old City where thousands of
Jewish merchants had busied
themselves for hundreds of years.

We heard quiet singing and
chanting inside as we knocked on
the door of an old battered build-
ing in a very narrow street identi-
fied to us by a policeman guarding
it as the synagogue.  

The rabbi answered the door
and asked in broken English if we
were Jewish. I replied that we
were, and that we’d appreciate
being able to join the congregation
for the day’s services. He shrugged
his shoulders and smiled waving
us in. He turned and pointed to
the sparsely populated well-
dressed participants, all holding
worn blue books, all in prayer
shawls. The women were above us
in an alcove, attentively reciting
from the same books. “We were
thousands…,” he shrugged his
shoulders again, “and now we’re
only 60.” 

“So am I,” I reverently replied.
DABIT DEUS HIS QUOQUE

FINEM

FEASTS TO FAMINE
continued from page 18
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Jeffrey M.
Lindy, a sole
practitioner and
immediate-past
chair of the Board
of Governors, has
been elected presi-
dent of Bala Cyn-
wyd’s civic associa-

tion, The Neighborhood Club of Bala
Cynwyd.

Robert F. Zielinski, a partner with
Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen
LLP, has been appointed to the Board
of Directors of the Verity Foundation.

Murray S.
Levin, a partner
with Pepper
Hamilton LLP, made
the presentation
“Iraq: The Question
of Whether to Go
to War” to students
and faculty at

Gettysburg College on Oct. 29. 

David G.
Concannon,
principal in the Law
Offices of David G.
Concannon, LLC,
recently discussed
sustainable devel-
opment and
tourism in the

post-Sept. 11 environment with the
president of the Republic of Palau,
Micronesia, and his senior staff.

Arthur W. Lefco, a shareholder with
Marhsall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman
& Goggin, discussed “Selected Hot
Topics in Legal Malpractice” at Lorman
Education Services’ Legal Ethics in
Pennsylvania seminar on Sept. 18.

Steven A. Asher,
a partner with Fox,
Rothschild, O’Brien
& Frankel, LLP, was
a faculty member
at the American Bar
Association
National Class
Action Institute on

Nov. 15. He was a panelist who pre-
sented “New Strategic and Ethical
Challenges for Class Counsel.”

A. Roy DeCaro, a member of
Raynes, McCarty, Binder, Ross &
Mundy, spoke at the Nov. 1 Pennsy-
lvania Trial Lawyers Association semi-
nar “What is it Worth – Evaluating
Injury Cases.”

Patricia Sons Biswanger, a mem-
ber of Cozen O’Connor, has been

appointed to a three-year term on the
Children & Youth Services of Delaware
County Advisory Committee. 

Norman P. Zarwin, a founding
partner of Zarwin, Baum, DeVito,
Kaplan, O’Donnell, Schaer P.C., recently
led a seminar on “Federal Preemption
of the Philadelphia Towing Ordinance”
for the Alliance of Automotive Service
Providers of Pennsylvania at its Big E
Trade Show in Valley Forge.

Stephen A.
Cozen, founder
and chair of Cozen
O’Connor, was pre-
sented with the
Anti-Defamation
League Eastern
Pennsylvania/Del-
aware region’s 25th

annual Americanism Award on Dec. 2.
The honor recognizes leaders in busi-
ness, community affairs and charitable
endeavors who distinguish themselves
in their dedication to preserving liber-
ty and advancing the causes of human
rights, dignity and equal opportunity.

Daniel B.
Snyder, a partner
with Fox,
Rothschild, O’Brien
& Frankel, LLP, has
been selected for a
three-year term on
the Appraisal
Institute’s Client

Advisory Committee. 

Neal A. Jacobs, principal in the law
firm of Neal A. Jacobs & Associates,
P.C., recently addressed a national
group of credit managers of Cummins
Power Systems on “The Impact of
Business Divorce on Credit Extension
and Credit Collection.”

Maureen H.
McCullough, of
counsel at Stradley
Ronon Stevens &
Young, LLP, has
been elected to the
Board of Directors
of the Philadelphia
Consolidated
Holding

Corporation. She also has received the
Neumann Award from the Catholic
Philopatrian Literary Institute. The
award honors a Catholic woman who
has made an outstanding contribution
to family, church, profession or country
and whose courage and integrity are
unquestionable.

Brenda Hustis Gotanda, a part-
ner with Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox,
LLP, has been selected to serve on the
Board of Directors of Friends of the
Japanese House and Garden, a non-
profit organization dedicated to pre-
serving the Japanese House and

Garden in Fairmount Park.

David N. Hofstein, president of
Hofstein & Widman, P.C., was a pan-
elist on the issue of what is to be
included in the definition of income
for support purposes in high asset
divorce cases before the Divorce
Conference of the Pennsylvania
Institute of Certified Public
Accountants on Sept. 24.

Michael C.
Forman, a part-
ner with Klehr,
Harrison, Harvey,
Branzburg & Ellers
LLP, has been
appointed to the
Board of Directors
of the Eastern

Technology Council, a group dedicated
to providing capital, contacts and
innovative services to technology-ori-
ented companies.

Carol A. Tino of Fineman & Bach,
P.C., was a speaker at the recent “Key
Issues in Estate Planning” seminar
sponsored by the National Business
Institute. 

Wilhelm L. Gruszecki, an associ-
ate with Blank Rome Comisky &
McCauley LLP, presented “Legislative
Update on Benefits” at the Greater
Valley Forge Human Resource Assoc-
iation’s annual conference on Oct. 15.

Stephen A.
Sheller of Sheller,
Ludwig & Badey
discussed litigating
medical malpractice
claims on Law
Journal TV (WFMZ-
TV) on Dec. 2.

Wendy Bookler and Julian P.
Rackow of Blank Rome Comisky &
McCauley LLP, participated in the 2002
Philadelphia Retail Leasing Symposium
held by the International Council of
Shopping Centers on Nov. 21.

Jennifer Daniels, an associate with
Blank Rome Comisky & McCauley LLP,
spoke at the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountancy Act for
Drug and Device Companies
Conference held Dec. 9 to Dec. 11.

James W. Christie, a founder and
prinicipal of Christie Pabarue Mort-
ensen and Young, has been inducted as
a fellow by the American College of
Trial Lawyers.

John Paul Curran, principal in the
Law Offices of John Paul Curran, has
been named the recipient of the St.
Joseph’s University Law Alumni Soc-
iety’s Francis X. McClanaghan Award.
The award is given annually to an al-
umnus in recognition of accomplish-

ments and for distinction in the law.

Wendy Beetlestone, a partner at
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP,
has been named general counsel of
The School District of Philadelphia.
She will be responsible for providing a
wide array of legal advisory and trans-
actional services to the District and The
School Reform Commission, officers
and employees.

Mark L. Silow, a
partner with Fox,
Rothschild, O’Brien
& Frankel, LLP, was
a faculty member
at the 61st New
York University
Institute on Federal
Taxation. Silow

participated on a panel that discussed
“Valuation of Closely-Held Business
Interests for Federal Tax Purposes.”

Timothy J. Bloh, a shareholder
with Marshall, Dennehey, Warner,
Coleman & Goggin, spoke at the Penn-
sylvania Bar Institute’s CLE seminar
“Dealing With Mold Claims” on Dec. 9.

Malia N. Brink, an associate with
Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen
LLP, has been elected to the Board of
Directors of the Center for Lesbian and
Gay Civil Rights.

Robert B. Wolf, of counsel with
Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen,
has been honored with the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania’s Governor’s
Award for his “complete devotion and
tireless efforts on behalf of Pennsyl-
vania’s neediest children.”

Patricia A. Dubin, a sole practition-
er, presented a workshop on Domestic
Violence and the Law  for the Women
Organized Against Rape training pro-
gram for new volunteers on Dec. 7.

Frederick D. Lipman, a partner
with Blank Rome Comisky & McCau-
ley LLP, was a panelist on a program
sponsored by the New York City Bar
Association “How to Avoid Potential
Securities Violations: Ethical and Legal
Obligations You Should Know When
Advising Clients” on Oct. 22.

P E O P L E

Names Are News
“People” highlights news of

members’ awards, honors or
appointments of a civic or com-
munity nature. Information may
be sent to Jeff Lyons, Managing
Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter,
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia,
Pa. 19107-2911. Fax: (215) 238-1267.
E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

Photos are also welcome.


