
Philadelphia Bar Association 
Board of Governors Meeting 

November 20, 2013 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:08 p.m. by Vice-Chair Eric Weitz.   
 
Executive Director Ken Shear presented a plaque memorializing a resolution of 

the Association that was passed on January 29, 2004 commending Lawrence J. Beaser for 
his extraordinary service for more than 25 years as the first and only counsel to the 
Board.  The plaque had been in storage in Executive Director Shear’s office for nearly ten 
years at Mr. Beaser’s request.  Upon motion, it was unanimously voted by the Board that 
Mr. Beaser take possession of the plaque.      

 
Upon consideration by the Board, the minutes of the October 29, 2013 Board 

meeting were unanimously approved.   
 
Treasurer Wesley R. Payne IV presented the Financial Report for the period 

ending October 31, 2013.  He reported that the Association is doing well, operating with 
a budget surplus of $259,000, given that revenues are up $213,000, dues are up $16,000 
and LRIS continues to operate at $115,000 over projections.  Expenses are below budget 
projections by about $46,000, with some bills from the Bench-Bar still outstanding.  
After consideration, the Treasurer’s Financial Report was unanimously accepted by the 
Board. 

 
 Chancellor Kathleen Wilkinson reported that it was another busy month, having 
participated in the following events: October 31meeting with the Association of Legal 
Administrators, along with Mark Tarasiewicz, wherein they explored the possibility of a 
partnership similar to the Paralegals Association and the Secretaries Association; October 
29 event with LL.M. students and the International Law Committee, wherein she made 
remarks; November 1 Pennsylvania Conference for Women, wherein she spoke as a local 
leader at the event; November 1 presentation of remarks on behalf of the Association at 
the swearing-in ceremony of Judge Quinones; November 1 attendance at the Annual 
Dinner Meeting of the Montgomery Bar Association; November 6 attendance at an event 
at the Constitution Center in connection with Robert Dallek’s book, Camelot’s Court: 
Inside the Kennedy White House, wherein Constitution Center CEO Jeffrey Rosen agreed 
to become a member of  the Association; November 7 Bar Academy event at the Craft 
Show; November 8 program featuring Romy Diaz and Rich Negrin, in co-sponsorship 
with the Hispanic Bar Association; November 12 presentation of the Baccaria Award to 
Burt Rose at City Hall with the Justinians; November 16 Andrew Hamilton Gala; 
November 18 Pennsylvania for Modern Courts event honoring Judge Arlin Adams and 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor; November 19 In-House Counsel Committee meeting to 
discuss greater inclusion of in-house counsel; Federal Courts Committee meeting to 
discuss proposed changes to the federal rules; and November 20 meeting about youth 
courts.  Chancellor Wilkinson reported that the RFP on indigent defense is on hold since 
a recent hearing in October.  She then urged attendance at upcoming programs on 
November 25 with the ABA’s immediate past president Laurel Bellows and Roberta 
Liebenberg and on December 5 with Chair-Elect of Morgan Lewis Jami McKeon.  
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Chancellor Wilkinson announced that the report commissioned by the Large Firm 
Management Committee was reported on in the Sunday edition of The Philadelphia 
Inquirer.   
 

Chancellor-Elect William Fedullo recognized Chancellor Wilkinson for two 
honors she received last evening, including recognition by Israel Bonds, which also 
recognized Tom Wilkinson, and by the Philadelphia Business Journal, which recognized 
her as a Woman of Distinction. 
 

Michael Carroll and George Gould presented a resolution opposing House Bills 
1713, 1714 and 1715 and Senate Bill 48.  Cathy Carr was also present to support the 
resolution.  The bills are currently pending in the General Assembly and can move at any 
time, in particular at this time of year.  The bills come after five years of negotiations that 
led to Act 129 of 2012, amending the Landlord Tenant Act, which establishes a process 
governing the disposition of a tenant’s physical property after a tenant leaves.  The bills 
propose to allow the landlord to determine whether and when a tenant has left and 
relinquished his property, without a judicial determination, thereby effectively permitting 
landlords to engage in self-help evictions.  The proposed legislation would likely create 
hardships for the poor and elderly.  The bills also appear to be an attempt to undo the 
balancing of interests set forth in Act 129, which were debated and negotiated by tenant 
and landlord groups in Harrisburg.  A discussion ensued, including commentary that less 
than one year has passed since Act 129 has been enacted.  Upon consideration by the 
Board, the resolution passed.  Mark Cohen opposed the resolution.   
 

Civil Gideon and Access to Justice Task Force Co-Chairs Cathy Carr and Joseph 
Sullivan presented a report to the Board on the Civil Legal Justice Coalition’s Findings 
and Recommendations.  The Chancellor’s Report to the Philadelphia Bar Association’s 
Board of Governors on the Civil Legal Justice Coalition’s Findings and 
Recommendations was distributed to the Board and is incorporated by reference in these 
minutes.  Mr. Sullivan explained that the Task Force was formed in 2009 by then 
Chancellor Sayde Ladov, that each subsequent Chancellor supported its work and that 
Chancellor-Elect Fedullo will continue to support its work.  He noted that this was a 
particularly useful year to move forward on the Task Force’s work because this year 
marks the 50th anniversary of the criminal Gideon case.  He reported that, this year, 
Gerald McHugh and the American College of Trial Lawyers came forward with funding 
for the landlord-tenant helpdesk in Municipal Court, which has, so far, assisted over 
1,500 tenants.  With the support of Chancellor Wilkinson and Chief Justice Ronald 
Castille leading the coalition, the Task Force applied for an ABA grant to help with 
moving the issues forward on a statewide basis.  Mr. Sullivan has observed greater 
recognition of the need for counsel for low income people in fundamental need areas 
such as housing and children and that these issues are garnering greater attention, 
including from Chief Judge Lippman of New York, who recently wrote an article for the 
Harvard Law Review, wherein he recognizes the Association’s work on the statewide 
coalition.  Mr. Sullivan also recognized the support of many individuals including seven 
judges, Lou Rulli, Vice Chancellor Al Dandridge, Karen Buck, Anita Santos Singh, 
Megan Watson and Molly Callahan.  He thanked Chancellor Wilkinson for her support 
and for providing the opportunity for two presentations to be made at the Bench-Bar on 
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criminal and civil Gideon issues.  He also noted that there have been opportunities to 
connect with the Boston and DC bar associations on these issues and, while there is still a 
ways to go, the movement towards the right to counsel is developing great momentum.  It 
was acknowledged that Rubin Perez from Drexel helped the coalition with preparing its 
materials. 

 
In connection with the ABA grant, it was reported that the Association, the 

Pennsylvania Bar Association, Chief Justice Castille, Andy Susko through IOLTA, and 
PLAN all signed the letter of application which led to the $19,000 award to fund the 
coalition.  Since the inception of the coalition, three hearings have been held in 
Philadelphia, Harrisburg and Pittsburgh.  Senator Greenleaf chaired the hearings and 
recognized the benefits of the work done so far on these issues.  Many judges became 
involved and testified.  Recently, at an October Legal Services Corporation meeting, 
Chief Justice Castille was heard saying that Pennsylvania is moving closer to forming a 
statewide commission.  Currently, thirty states have statewide commissions, all housed in 
their respective supreme courts.       

 
Civil Legal Justice Coalition Co-Chair Jennifer Clarke reported on its activities.  

She is one of three chairs on this statewide coalition, representing Philadelphia.  The 
other two chairs are Sam Milkes, from the Pennsylvania Bar Association, and Jim 
Creenan, from Allegheny County.  In terms of next steps for the coalition, the plan is to 
expand beyond the three cities represented by the co-chairs, raise public awareness that 
there is currently no right to counsel in cases involving housing or public safety, build 
support that a right to counsel should exist, and then develop measures for supporting 
legal representation.  Next year, they will work on expanding membership, and putting 
ideas and recommendations into action.  Chancellor Wilkinson commended Mr. Milkes 
and thanked him for his work.  Mr. Milkes thanked Bar staff.  It was also noted that 
during the hearing that took place in Philadelphia, there was great turnout from the 
judges, and Chief Justice was reported as saying that legal representation is as important 
as other basic needs such as roads and courts and should be supported by the legislature.     
 

International Law Committee Co-Chairs Jeremy Heep and J. Michael Considine, 
Jr. reported on the activities of the Committee.  Co-Chair Heep explained that it was a 
great year for the Committee, and that there was a change in leadership with Co-Chair 
Coniine stepping in when former Co-Chair Michael Scullin stepped down.  He 
acknowledged that there was very active participation by Chancellor Wilkinson in the 
Committee’s activities.  The Committee has three areas of focus: (1) education and 
awareness, which includes presenting a variety of CLEs and seminars; (2) management 
of the exchange program with the Lyon Bar Association, which has three participants this 
year, including Anne-Charlotte Serre, Clarisse Richard and Aurelie Cohendet; and (3) 
advocacy, such as working on the issue of whether LL.M. students from other countries 
may be permitted to sit for the Pennsylvania bar exam if qualified.  The sense is that 
Pennsylvania is losing great international talent to jurisdictions where foreign lawyers are 
permitted to sit for the bar exam, such as New York and California.  Co-Chair Heep 
acknowledged that it was difficult for the issue to get traction over the last few years, but 
that Chancellor Wilkinson has been working on the issue.  He thanked the Association 
for its support.  He then introduced Global Philly’s Executive Director Zabeth 
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Teelucksingh, who was in attendance at the meeting, and distributed information about 
her organization.  It was also announced that a friendship agreement is being negotiated 
with the Beijing Bar Association.   
 

Chancellor Wilkinson reported that the Pennsylvania Bar Admission Rule 205 
Task Force will provide a status update at a future meeting.  She also reported that a Code 
of Judicial Conduct has been proposed by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and that it 
will be presented at next month’s meeting.  Finally, she noted that she participated in a 
naturalization ceremony held in connection with Global Philly events. 
 

Philadelphia Bar Foundation President Deborah Gross reported on activities of the 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation.  President Gross distributed copies of the Bar Foundation’s 
Annual Report and the program brochure from the Andrew Hamilton Benefit.  She 
reported that the Foundation’s hope is to raise $5 million in connection with next year’s 
50th Anniversary Gala.  She also reported that they are awaiting word on the 
Commonwealth’s RACP funding and a New Market Tax Credits deal in connection with 
financing the purchase of a building.  Finally, she reported that the Foundation has raised 
$11 million, with the hope of giving out $600,000 to $700,000 in grants to legal services 
organizations. 
 

YLD Chair Aneesh Mehta reported on the activities of the Young Lawyers 
Division.  Chair Mehta began his report by thanking the Board for its support of another 
great year and those who preceded him as chair.  He reported that the YLD has been 
active with a variety of events and programs, including the following: mock trial 
program; Law Week; Comedy Night to benefit the Bar Foundation, wherein $17,000 was 
raised; non-profit board placements of its members, now in its third year; a school supply 
drive; a family event; a Yards Brewery event; a Harvest for the Homeless event; and 
Legal Advice Live.  He also thanked the Board for helping to publicize YLD events to 
the law firms and invited the Board to attend the YLD’s upcoming holiday party.  
Chancellor Wilkinson acknowledged the great work of the YLD and thanked Chair 
Mehta for an impressive year. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sophia Lee 
Secretary 
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