
by Jeff Lyons

U.S. District Court Judge Edmund V.
Ludwig has been selected as the recipi-
ent of the Association’s 2005 William J.
Brennan Jr. Disting-
uished Jurist Award.
The award will be
presented at the
Association’s Oct. 18
Quarterly Meeting
and Luncheon.

“Judge Ludwig is
being honored with
the award this year
because, as did Jus-
tice Brennan, he has demonstrated the
highest ideals of judicial service over his
long career on the bench. He is a first-
rate jurist and, among other accomplish-
ments, he has provided real and mean-
ingful leadership in establishing pro-
grams to improve the quality of repre-
sentation for indigent defendants and to
improve the administration of mental
health services,” said A. Michael Pratt,
chair of the Brennan Award Committee.

“The Brennan Award nomination
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Survey: Lawyers Gain Experience, Prosperity

by Mark A. Tarasiewicz

Philadelphiabar.org, the Phila-
delphia Bar Association’s new,
state-of-the-art Web site, will
make its debut on Oct. 3 with a
newly expanded menu of online
services and features that allow
members to “plug in” to their
membership in a variety of ways.

As bar associations across the
country provide more of their
services online, the new Web site
dramatically improves the Asso-
ciation’s Internet presence by
providing members and the pub-
lic with the types of information
and services they desire.

The former award-winning
Web site was a cutting-edge re-
source when it was unveiled
more than five years ago. The
new Web site, found at the same
address, takes the Bar’s Web ser-

New Philadelphiabar.org
Unveiled to Membership

continued on page 24

by Daniel A. Cirucci

Philadelphia lawyers are older, more
experienced and more prosperous. And
more of them are living in Center City
than ever before.

That’s the word from the Associa-
tion’s just-released survey of the pro-
fession, a true random sample of 340
attorneys licensed to practice in Phila-
delphia. The survey was conducted and
tabulated for the Association by Erdos
& Morgan, an independent firm spe-
cializing in market research. It builds

on similar surveys conducted in 1990,
1995 and 2000.

According to survey committee chair
Samuel H. Becker the survey found that
the “typical” Philadelphia lawyer is
white, male and married. But Becker
stressed that “variations from the typi-
cal attorney are significant.”

For example, in 1990, women consti-
tuted 25 percent of the Philadelphia
legal community. In 1995, that figure
jumped to 30 percent. At that time,
Becker noted, “our survey analysis pro-
jected that the future would be gender

parity.” In 2005, 33.5 percent of lawyers
are women. When gender is broken
down by age, in the under-35 age
group, 45 percent of the lawyers are
women. In the 36-50 age group, 36 per-
cent of the lawyers are women. For 51
and over, 19 percent of the lawyers are
women. As this trend continues, Becker
explained, “we should expect women to
comprise 40 percent of the bar.”

The survey says that the number of
minority lawyers has grown from 6
percent in 1995 to 8 percent now. The

continued on page 12

continued on page 10
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The Philadelphia Bar Association’s new Web site, debuting Oct. 3, allows individuals to access
their membership profile online as well as personalize their home page.
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The Nominating Committee of the
Philadelphia Bar Association has been
formed.

Committee members are Gabriel L.I.
Bevilacqua (Chair), Kimberly A. Boyer,

Jeffrey Campolongo, Andrew A. Chirls,
Jane L. Dalton, Albert S. Dandridge, Pat-
ricia A. Dubin, Alan M. Feldman, Rud-
olph Garcia, Michael M. Goss, Michael
B. Hayes, Marla A. Joseph, Sayde J. La-
dov, Marsha Levick, Barbara A. Mason,
W. Michael Mulvey, Joseph E. Ronan,
Melissa Schwartz, Elizabeth D. Shevlin,
Audrey C. Talley, Lisa Washington and
Deborah Weinstein.

Association Secretary John E. Savoth
serves as a non-voting member of the
committee.

The committee has scheduled its
next meeting for Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2005,
at 3:30 p.m.

Offices for which candidates are
being solicited are vice chancellor, sec-

retary, assistant secretary, treasurer,
assistant treasurer and five seats on the
Board of Governors, three of which are
to be nominated by the Nominating
Committee. Each Board seat carries a
three-year term.

Individuals who wish to be consid-
ered for any of the above offices
should submit a resume of their back-
ground and indicate the position for
which they wish to run. Materials
should be submitted to the Chair of the
Nominating Committee, Gabriel L.I.
Bevilacqua, c/o Susan Knight, Philadel-
phia Bar Association, 1101 Market St.,
11th Floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911,
no later than 5 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 6,
2005.

by Andrew A. Chirls

Perceptions are important. But
sometimes we have to go beyond our
own perceptions and witness things
firsthand to find out what’s really hap-
pening.

For example, it’s easy for someone
in my position (as a lawyer who works
in a high-rise and handles big com-
mercial and tort cases) to lose sight of
how the justice system works for ordi-
nary people - people who can’t pay big
legal bills. I have tried to keep sight of
that question this year. I have been to
Municipal Court’s Drug Treatment
Court and I have tried to help make
sure that people who go through the
Common Pleas Court’s Domestic
Relations Division are represented by
adequately compensated and fairly
appointed counsel.

For me, seeing is believing, and I
recommend that all lawyers find a way
to see how our system works for the
“regular person” as well as for the so-
called elites.

One way for me to see how justice
is dispensed to people without money
has been to take on some pro bono
cases. These cases send me into courts
that serve everyday clients. I have had
a few VIP cases in Municipal Court,
and each time I am in Municipal Court
I see how hard it is for unrepresented
people to begin to understand what is

going on and what is happening to
them. And I see how hard the judges
work to explain things and to make
sure that people who aren’t always ter-
ribly articulate get a chance to state
their cases. It’s impressive.

Family Court presents the same
kinds of issues. In Philadelphia, 85 to
90 percent of parties in custody, sup-
port and protection from abuse cases
don’t have lawyers. The Women’s Law
Project observed a number of cases a
few years ago and found that the hear-
ings in 75 percent of protection from
abuse cases and half of the custody
cases were started, heard and conclud-
ed in less than 10 minutes. There is
only limited public access to observe
these cases, so it would be hard for
each of us to see how justice is dis-
pensed in them. In a new Family Court
facility, we might be able to have the
kind of ability to see the court work.

That is, after all, what is envisioned by
our Constitution. 

Recently, our Bar Association
worked with President Judge Frederica
Massiah-Jackson of the First Judicial
District and with faculty at the
University of Pennsylvania Law School,
including Professor Wendell Pritchett
and Dean Michael Fitts, to sponsor an
Urban Courts Conference in Philadel-
phia. “Compelling Issues Facing Urban
Courts” was the theme of the confer-
ence that brought urban court judges,
administrators and other personnel
together and gave them an opportuni-
ty to meet with leading experts, share
ideas and confront issues that face our
court systems. Nearly 200 participants
(some from as far away as Idaho,
Arizona, Wisconsin and Florida) atten-
ded the conference, which also includ-
ed many local and regional attendees.
Symposium topics included communi-
ty policing, predatory lending, special-
ized courts, court performance ac-
countability, multicultural access to
justice and media coverage of courts
and trials. Presenters included Wiscon-
sin Supreme Court Chief Justice Shirley
S. Abrahamson, Idaho Supreme Court
Justice Daniel T. Eismann, Pennsylvania
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Schultz
Newman, Judge Pamela J. Alexander of
the Minnesota District Court and Duke
University Law School Professor Erwin
Chemerinsky.

As we discussed the problems faced
by urban courts, we necessarily had to
talk about how justice is dispensed to
the people who live in the rowhouses
and the poorer neighborhoods all
around this country. We learned about
the innovations of drug treatment
courts in Philadelphia and in other
states, where disciplined efforts are
made to keep first-time drug users out
of jail and in treatment so that they
can become more productive to them-
selves and their families. We learned
about how the courts are under the
pressure of a growing volume of mort-
gage foreclosures arising from the
growth of “sub-prime” or “predatory”
lending. And the courts are taking
steps to help homeowners find ways to
work through the problems they face,
so that they can resolve their debts and
keep their homes and so that we don’t
have empty neighborhoods.

We learned from one another about
how different courts face the task of
providing translation and interpreta-
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Association’s Nominating Committee Formed

Bottom Line in Right Place

To the Editor:
It is a relief to have one of our own,

who has also served as an outstanding
president of the American Bar Associa-
tion, remind us that the “bottom line”
is correctly placed: at the bottom. All of
the other elements Jerry Shestack calls
for (“In Their Own Words, September
2005) ought to become the mission
statement for our Bar Association if not
the ABA. Thanks, Jerry, it’s great to
serve our profession contemporaneous
with your leadership.

Sincerely,
Arline Jolles Lotman
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by Nolan N. Atkinson Jr.

Earlier this year, I was honored at
the Sadie T.M. Alexander Conference at

the University of
Pennsylvania Law
School. One of
the conference’s
purposes is fund-
ing the Raymond
Pace and Sadie
T.M. Alexander
Chair in Civil
Rights. Judge and
Mrs. Alexander

donated $100,000 to start the endow-
ment. While a substantial amount has
been raised, turning their dream into
reality requires a more concerted effort. 

With all of the worthy charitable
causes engulfing us, why should this
effort draw our attention? These two
lawyers entered the legal profession at
a time in 20th-century America when
attorneys of color rarely had the opp-
ortunity to practice law. Sadie was the
first African-American woman gradu-
ate of Penn Law and the first woman of
color to become a Pennsylvania lawyer.
Raymond was the first African-Ameri-
can Wharton graduate and the first Af-
rican-American Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas judge. Sadie also served
on two presidential commissions and
was instrumental in forming the Phila-
delphia Human Relations Commission.
Together, they supported numerous
causes in Philadelphia that made it
possible for me and uncounted others
to practice law.  Without their efforts,
our bar would be much less diverse.  

Fully funding the Alexander Chair
has long been a goal of the students
who founded the Alexander Conferen-
ce. While this next generation of law-
yers has met its obligation to keep the
Alexanders’ dream alive, those of us in
practice today - many of who knew the
Alexanders - have not. Some might say,
“I did not go to Penn,” or “this is an
effort only for attorneys of color.” This
response misunderstands the Alexan-
ders’ numerous contributions. They
tirelessly promoted civil rights for ev-
eryone and gave many poor, segregat-
ed Americans opportunities for equal
justice. They were everything that
Philadelphia lawyers are supposed to
be. To allow their gift to languish
unfulfilled is tantamount to saying that
none of us - white or black - knows
the importance of our history. Help ful-
fill this dream by making a donation in
the name of two great Philadelphians -
Raymond Pace Alexander and Sadie T.
M. Alexander.  

Nolan N. Atkinson Jr. is a partner at Duane Morris LLP.

In Their Own Words

Turning Dream
Into a Reality

Nolan N. Atkinson Jr.

Nominations are now being
accepted for the Citizens Pro Bono
Award, which will recognize outstand-
ing volunteer efforts to help provide
legal services to those in need. The
deadline for nominations is Monday,
Oct. 10.

The Philadelphia Bar Foundation
and Citizens Bank will present one
award recognizing pro bono publico (for
the good of the public) volunteer

efforts. The award will be presented to
a law firm or legal department at the
Bar Foundation’s Andrew Hamilton
Ball on Saturday, Nov. 12.

Though the award will contain a
monetary component, the monetary
portion will take the form of a grant
to a law-related public service agency
designated by the honoree.  

Nominations from all quarters are
welcomed and encouraged. Those

who wish to nominate law firms or
legal departments for the award
should send a detailed letter explain-
ing the reason for the nomination
(including supporting materials) to:
Audrey C. Talley, Esq., Chair, Citizens
Pro Bono Award, Philadelphia Bar As-
sociation, 1101 Market St., 11th Floor,
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107. 

The criteria for the award is as fol-

Citizens Pro Bono Award Nominees Sought

continued on page 5
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Mr. Chacker concentrates his practice in the areas of personal injury, premises liability and medical malpractice 
litigation, as well as all aspects of commercial litigation, real estate litigation and landlord-tenant disputes. 

He received his Juris Doctor from Villanova University School of Law in 1999 and his Bachelor of Arts from the
University of Pennsylvania in 1996. Mr. Chacker is admitted to practice in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

Brian S. Chacker
Gay, Chacker & Mittin, P.C.

1731 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, PA  19130
telephone:  (215) 567-7955

fax:  (215) 567-6809
e-mail:  bchacker@gaychackermittin.net

Gay, Chacker & Mittin, P.C.
is thrilled to announce that

Brian S. Chacker
has joined the firm as an associate.

by Jeff Lyons

The Public Interest Section’s Execu-
tive Committee is soliciting support to
fund the Section’s Third Annual Judge
A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. Scholarship,
which provides a $4,000 stipend to a
summer associate working at one of the
city’s public interest legal organizations.

Section Chair Julia H. Haines said the
scholarship is funded through sponsors
of the Section’s Annual Reception, hon-
oring the work of Public Interest law-
yers, which will take place on Thursday,
Dec. 1 at Loews Philadelphia Hotel, 1200
Market St.

The recipient is randomly selected,
and it is up to the winning organization
to choose the student it would like to
hire. The Legal Clinic for the Disabled
and the Center for Civil Rights receiv-
ed the first two scholarships. Once an
agency has received a scholarship, it is
not eligible again “until the scholarship
has gone full circle through all the
other organizations,” Haines said.

Andrew Hamilton Award Nominees
The Section is also looking for nomi-

nees for the annual Andrew Hamilton
Award. The deadline for nominations
for the Andrew Hamilton Award is
Friday, Oct. 28.

A nominee must be a legal services
advocate or public defender employed
by or associated with an organization
whose purpose is to serve persons who
cannot afford to pay for legal represen-
tation, or, be a public-interest lawyer
working with a nonprofit organization
serving a charitable or pubic interest
purpose. In addition, nominees must
have substantial experience in legal ser-
vices, indigent defense or public interest
law and must currently be employed in
one of these capacities. In particular,
members of the selection committee
will consider such factors as personal
vision and commitment; critical nature
of the problems addressed by the nom-
inee’s advocacy; innovative nature of
the nominees’ work; outcomes and
results achieved through effective advo-
cacy; the difficulty of achievement; and
community commitment.

Nominations are encouraged and
should include the individual’s name,

address and a brief statement describ-
ing his or her qualifications. All nomi-
nations should be mailed to Robert C.
Heim at Dechert, 4000 Bell Atlantic
Tower, 1717 Arch St., Philadelphia, 19103.

Committees Remain Active
Throughout the year, the committees

of the Public Interest Section present a
number of events and activities focus-
ing on civil rights and legal services for
low-income and disadvantaged clients.
Some of the October events include: 

• The Civil Rights Committee will
sponsor a panel Thursday Oct. 6 on
“Natural Disaster, National Disgrace:
Race, Civil Rights and Hurricane
Katrina,” with Pulitzer Prize-winning
associate editor and columnist of the
Philadelphia Inquirer, Acel Moore.  

• The Women’s Rights Committee
will host a meeting on Friday, Oct. 7
with Mark Lewinter, Esq. of Anapol
Swartz, who will address how to use
civil liability to shut down gun dealers
who sell to straw purchasers. 

• Marking the new term of the U.S.
Supreme Court, the Law School Out-

Section Spotlight: Public Interest

Third Higginbotham Scholarship
to Be Awarded at Dec. 1 Reception

lows:
• Demonstrated dedication to the

development and delivery of pro bono
legal services in and around the City
and County of Philadelphia;

• Significant contributions toward
the development of innovative appro-
aches to the delivery of volunteer legal
services;

• Participation in an activity that
results in satisfying previously unmet
needs for legal services or in extending
services to under-served segments of
the population;

• Successful litigation of pro bono
cases favorably affecting the provision
of services to the indigent;

• Successful support of legislation
contributing substantially to the provi-
sion of legal services to the indigent;

• Significant pro bono activity;
• Length and breadth of pro bono

commitment and experience;
• Other significant accomplishments

or activities that have improved access
to justice for residents of the Philadel-
phia area impacted by poverty, abuse
and/or discrimination.

All nominations must be received
by the end of the business day on
Monday, Oct. 10.  For more informa-
tion, contact Stephanie Krzywanski at
(215) 238-6360 or by e-mail at skrzy-
wanski@philabar.org.

PRO BONO AWARD
continued from page 4

continued on page 12
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Urban Courts Symposium

Panel: More Interpreters Needed for U.S. Courts
by Jeff Lyons

There are 47 million people in the
United States who speak a language
other than English in their homes, an
attorney with the U.S. Department of
Justice told the Urban Courts Sympo-
sium on Sept. 16, illustrating the need
for interpreters to allow multicultural
access to the nation’s courts.

Panelists for the program on Multi-
Cultural Access in the Courts included
Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Schultz Newman; Bruce Adel-
son of the U.S. Department of Justice’s
Civil Rights Division; Robert Joe Lee of
the New Jersey Administrative Office of
Courts; and Prof. Adrienne D. Davis of
the University of North Carolina Law
School. The panel was moderated by
Chancellor Andrew A. Chirls. The
Urban Courts Symposium was held at
Loews Philadelphia Hotel from Sept. 14
to Sept. 16.

“When I made my first appearance
in court 20 years ago, translation was
not an issue,” Adelson said. He said
there has been a 95 percent increase in
limited English proficiency individuals
in the country since 1991. “A limited
English proficient person needs a fully

bilingual interpreter.”
Adelson said anyone who receives

federal funding is required to comply
with the Federal Civil Rights Act of
1964, which prohibits discrimination
on the basis of race, color, and national
origin in programs and activities re-
ceiving federal financial assistance. And
that includes providing competent
interpreters to litigants and witnesses

who don’t speak English.
“The diversity of languages we’re

seeing is going through the roof,” said
Lee, who added that the New Jersey
Department of Education reported that
155 different languages were being
spoken in the state’s homes last year.

“There are lots of languages from all
over the world showing up that we’ve
never heard before. In 2003-2004, we

had 80,000 events being interpreted in
81 different languages. Our resources
aren’t keeping up with the demand.
This is happening all over the country,
not just in New Jersey,” Lee said.

He said as many as 80 to 90 percent
of the people who call themselves
interpreters are not qualified to do the
job. “This affects everyone in the courts.

Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas President Judge Frederica A. Massiah-Jackson (second from left) is joined by (from left) Duke University
Law School Professor Erwin Chemerinsky; Wisconsin Supreme Court Chief Justice Shirley S. Abrahamson; Idaho Supreme Court Justice
Daniel T. Eismann, Philadelphia Municipal Court President Judge Louis J. Presenza and Rochelle M. Fedullo. Prof. Chemerinsky addressed
the opening luncheon of the Urban Courts Symposium on Sept. 14 at Loews Philadelphia Hotel.

continued on page 7
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Lawyers, judges, jurors and litigants all face
problems with language.”

Lee said some of the issues involved with
providing interpreters include the question of
who is supposed to provide interpreters and
who gets an interpreter; the role of the inter-
preter; who should be allowed to interpret; the
coordination of the delivery of interpreter ser-
vices; and the lack of policy and guidelines
regarding interpreters.

“Adequate access to justice should be a social
priority in this country,” said Prof. Davis. “Cities
are on the cutting edge of welcoming new pop-

ulations, but these groups often do not fare well
in the court system.”

Justice Newman has played a big role in the
Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission for
Gender, Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Court
System. The commission, with representatives
from the legislative, judicial and executive
branches, released a 500-page report in 2003
outlining problems with the justice system. The
commission is now working to correct those
problems.

“It’s important to provide access to justice to
everyone,” Chirls said.

“If we provide a hospitable environment we
will attract people and grow as a city. And
lawyers’ business will grow,” he said.

URBAN COURTS
continued from page 6

Urban Courts Symposium panelists (from left) Bruce Adelson, Prof. Adrienne D. Davis, Chancellor Andrew A.
Chirls, Robert Joe Lee and Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Sandra Schultz Newman prepare for the Sept.
16 session on multicultural access to the courts.

Philadelphia Lawyers
Get Ringside Seats for
Roberts Confirmation
by Christopher L. Soriano
and Scott A. Caulfield

Article II of the United
States Constitution vests the
President of the United States
with the power to appoint
federal judges, “with the
advice and consent of the
Senate.” Fulfilling the Senate’s
“advice and consent” function,
Philadelphia lawyer and
Senate Judiciary Committee
Chair Arlen Specter last
month gaveled in the first
Supreme Court nominee con-
firmation hearing in 11 years.
Though overshadowed by the
aftermath of Hurricane Kat-
rina, the hearing offered a rare
glimpse of the federal judicial
selection process in action.

The first day of the hearing
was filled with made-for-TV
opening statements by mem-
bers of the Judiciary
Committee and Judge John
Roberts, the nominee to

become Chief Justice of the
United States. The substantive
part of the hearing began on
the second day, affording sen-
ators their first attempt to
question Judge Roberts on his
background and views. As
Sen. Specter’s guests, we
attended the second day of
the confirmation hearing. The
first round of questioning
allowed each member of the
Judiciary Committee, begin-
ning with Sen. Specter, 30
minutes to question Judge
Roberts on preeminent legal
matters.

The Roberts confirmation
hearing highlighted two
important aspects of the fed-
eral judicial selection system.
First, the process provides a
stage to showcase a nominee’s
temperament, demeanor, legal
knowledge and general quali-
fications for judicial office.
Second, the federal judicial
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To learn more about 

programs designed 

especially for lawyers

please contact us at

800.265.2876 
www.colburn.com

FOR 
LAWYERS 
ONLY

U S I C O L B U R N  I N S U R A N C E S E R V I C E

FOR 
LAWYERS 
ONLY

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

Celebrates the

of
FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

Philadelphia Volunteers for the 
Indigent Program Chancellor Award, 

2003, 2004, 2005

Council for the Advancement 
and Support of Education 

2004 Circle of Excellence Award

Finalist, 2004 ABA Judy M. Weightman
Memorial Public Interest Award

Villanova University School of Law is a Catholic and Augustinian institution that seeks to
reflect the spirit of St. Augustine by the cultivation of knowledge, by respect for individual

differences and by adherence to the principle that mutual love and respect should animate
every aspect of the law school’s life. 

For more information:  http://www.law.villanova.edu/adminis-
tration/alumnirelations/lawyeringtogether.asp

by Stacey Z. Jumper

It is important for attorneys
arguing before the Third Circuit
to present a truthful argument
both in their briefs and during
oral argument, Judge Thomas L.
Ambro told members of the
Appellate Courts Committee at
their Sept. 7 meeting.

“The coin of the realm is cred-
ibility,” Judge Ambro told com-
mittee members. While he recog-
nized that sometimes attorneys
must present a weak argument,
he warned that attorneys should
not mislead the court. Judge
Ambro noted that an attorney
who misleads the court hurts
himself not just during that case,
but in cases to come as well.

Out of every 35 to 40 cases,
approximately 15 to 18 of those
cases are scheduled for oral argu-
ment before the Third Circuit.
Judge Ambro reads all the briefs
to determine whether to schedule
a matter for oral argument. He
mentioned several factors that
are considered when deciding
whether oral argument will be
held. The court looks at whether

the case
involves an
issue of law
that it wants
to develop
further. The
court also
may hold
oral argu-
ment if it

believes it needs to develop the
factual record, or if the matter
before it is a high-profile case.
Another reason oral argument
might be held is when one jus-
tice wants to feel out how anoth-
er person on the panel is looking
at an issue.

Judge Ambro, who has
presided over the Third Circuit in
Wilmington, Del., since 2000,
urged attendees to focus on the
judges’ concerns during oral
argument. He noted that when
writing the briefs, parties are pre-
senting their offensive position.
Typically, oral argument is held
to address issues or questions not
fully answered by the parties’
written submissions. He doesn’t
recommend that attorneys orally
present their briefs at oral argu-

ments. He urges attorneys to
focus on making hard concepts
simple while answering the
judges’ questions on point.  

Judge Ambro also spoke
about venue issues relating to fil-
ings in bankruptcy courts across
the county. The discussion cen-
tered around the current debate
regarding whether a corporation
should be permitted to file for
bankruptcy in its state of incor-
poration, as companies are cur-
rently permitted to do. Recently,
Lynn LoPucki, a professor of law
at UCLA, and U.S. Sen. John Cor-
nyn (R-Texas) criticized this rule,
arguing that this allows compa-
nies to manipulate the legal sys-
tem.

Judge Ambro noted that Lo-
Pucki criticized the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for Delaware, in
particular, because many large
companies file for bankruptcy in
Delaware with little connection
to Delaware other than being
incorporated there.

Stacey Z. Jumper, an associate at Post & Schell,
P.C., is an associate editor of the Philadelphia
Bar Reporter.

Appellate Courts Committee

Judge: Credibility Key in Argument

Judge T.L. Ambro

Judge Blake Portrait Unveiled

Marian Blake, wife of the late Judge Edward J. Blake,
poses in front of his portrait after it was unveiled in a
ceremony at City Hall on Sept. 21. Judge Blake, former
president judge of the Court of Common Pleas, died in
1996.
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The Asian American Bar Association
of the Delaware Valley will welcome
Amardeep Singh, legal director and co-
founder of the Sikh Coalition, as the
keynote speaker at its annual banquet
on Friday, Oct. 28 at 6 p.m. at the
Ocean City Restaurant, 234 N. 9th St. in
Chinatown.

The Sikh Coalition is a community-
based organization that defends civil
rights and civil liberties in the United
States, educates the broader communi-
ty about Sikhs and diversity, promotes
local community empowerment, and

fosters civic engagement amongst Sikh
Americans.

The annual banquet is the mecha-
nism by which the AABADV raises
funds for its Judge William M. Maruta-
ni Fellowship. Offered to first-year law
students at Dickinson School of Law,
Rutgers-Camden University School of
Law, Temple University James E. Beas-
ley School of Law, University of Penn-
sylvania School of Law, Villanova Uni-
versity School of Law and Widener
University School of Law, the Fellow-
ship provides a stipend for an Asian-

American law student to enable him or
her to take a summer internship posi-
tion with federal, state or municipal
government offices/agencies (including
the judiciary) or nonprofit/public int-
erest organizations in the Philadelphia
area.  

This year’s recipient is Daniel
Moore, now a second-year student at
Temple University Beasley School of
Law. Moore spent his summer clerking
for New Jersey Supreme Court
Associate Justice Virginia Long.

The AABADV will also present its

Samuel Gomez Award at the event. The
award is presented to a law student at
Temple University or the University if
Pennsylvania in recognition of that
student’s public interest endeavors.

Tickets for the event are $90, a por-
tion of which will fund the Fellowship
and is tax deductible. The event begins
at 6 p.m. for social hour and the dinner
is expected to begin at 7 p.m. The
menu for the evening features a multi-
ple-course feast. For ticket information,
contact Suzanne Young at (215) 981-
3754.

Asian Bar Association Annual Banquet Set for Oct. 28

VIP Family
Fun Fest

Thomas A. Zemaitis (above right), president of the Board of Philadelphia Volunteers
for the Indigent Program, is joined by Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Judge
Matthew D. Carrafiello (second from right) and (from left) Brad Shuttleworth, Dan
Prosen and Amanda Saslow at VIP’s Family Fun Fest on Sept. 18 in Fairmount Park.
This family-friendly event included many activities for children, including face-paint-
ing (right photo.) Ph
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percentage of African-Americans has
remained stable at 4 percent through-
out the period.

The typical Philadelphia lawyer is 49
years old. This figure – thanks in large
part to the Baby Boomers – has been
on the rise. The largest growth contin-
ues to occur in the 51 and over age
group – more than doubling from 19.1
percent in 1990 to 52 percent today. In
fact, 17 percent of Philadelphia’s
lawyers are more than 60 years of age.

The typical lawyer is a partner
(equity or income) in a firm with about
23 members. More than 50 percent of
Philadelphia lawyers are in firms of 25
lawyers or less. Another 29 percent of
the lawyers are in firms of 150 or more.
The bulges at both ends show the con-
tinued shrinking number of mid-size
firms. Becker noted “this spread is
important as lawyers with the smallest
firms have views and needs that differ
from those in the largest. One of the
big challenges facing the Bar
Association is meeting the needs and
expectations of these two large lawyers
groups at each end of the spectrum.”

The typical Philadelphia lawyer has
a spouse who works full or part time
(65 percent) and the median household
income is $164,000 a year, up from
$143,000 a year in 2000. That repre-

sents an increase from about $125,000
in 1995 and $104,000 in 1990. The
median personal income from the
practice of law is $109,000, up from
$93,000 in 2000. That, too, is a jump
from $79,000 in 1995 and $70,000 in
1990.

The typical lawyer lives in Phila-
delphia in a home worth about
$446,000, up from $259,000 in 2000.
Forty-five percent of Philadelphia law-
yers live in the city with 25 percent liv-
ing in Center City. More Philadelphia
lawyers live in Philadelphia than in
any other county. While the percent-
age of lawyers living in neighborhoods
outside Center City has been stable
over the last 15 years, the number of
those living in Center City has grown

from 18 percent in 1990 to 25 percent
today. The next nearest county as a
place of residence is Montgomery
County, with 28 percent.

The typical lawyer’s net worth is
about $742,000, up from a median net
worth of $481,000 in 2000.

Philadelphia lawyers continue to
join the Philadelphia Bar Association
and make that their primary profes-
sional affiliation. In fact, about three
out of four Philadelphia lawyers (77
percent) are Association members.

The Philadelphia Bar Association’s
current market share of 77 percent still
compares very favorably with the 46
percent who say they are members of
the Pennsylvania Bar Association
(that’s down from 64.5 percent in 1990)

and the 40 percent who claim mem-
bership in the American Bar Associa-
tion (that’s down from 55 percent in
1990).

Becker pointed out that “because
the trend overall is down and because
the number of lawyers in Philadelphia
has dropped from 1995 to 2005, the
Philadelphia Bar Association’s hard
work in retaining membership num-
bers should be commended.”

Back to the typical lawyer: He is
likely to be a litigator who has been
practicing about 22 years. Here, again,
the “graying” of the profession is evi-
dent. The median number of years in
practice has increased from 12 years in
1990 to 15 years in 1995 to 15.4 years in
2000 to the current 22 years. This is an

continued on page 11

This is a magnificent

lithograph of the Sarum

Magna Carta of 1215, 

it is decorated with 

heraldry of the king and

his knights and barons.

This was an important 

document, because it 

established for the first

time that the law was 

independent of the king

and the king could be

judged by the law. 

This lithograph comes beautifully framed and makes a great gift for the

office or study.  Just in time for the holidays for the person that is so hard

to buy for, this will make a great addition to the office.

To order, please call 570-223-9226
*Each limited edition lithograph is individually numbered for a truly one-of-a-kind treasure.

Magna Carta 1215
Drinks, dinner, and all that jazz

SoleFood presents THE TODD HORTON GROUP

Wed. – Fri., 6 – 9 pm  • Happy Hour 5 – 7 pm

LOEWS PHILADELPHIA HOTEL • 12th and Market Street • 215.231.7300

Emerging jazz legend Todd Horton has performed with
the best in jazz, rock, funk, folk, and African music,
including Aaron Neville, Richard Bona, and Ani DiFranco.
Now he performs for you in one of Philadelphia’s hottest
restaurants, where chic cocktails and fusion cuisine are
served up with a twist.

“Horton is a first when it comes to creating
moods and grooves.”

–JazzReview.com

SURVEY
continued from page 1 Male Lawyers, By Age Women Lawyers, By Age Lawyers by Gender

13.5 %
Under

35

34 %
Age

36 to 50

52.5 %
Age

51 and
over

Female
30.3 %

Male
65  %

31.1 %
Under

35

41.7 %
Age

36 to 50

27.2 %
Age

51 and
over
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increase of seven years in a five-year
period. Here we also see that fewer
new lawyers (as a percentage of the
whole) are entering the profession in
Philadelphia. The rapid expansion of
previous decades has subsided.

The typical lawyer works about 48
hours a week and Philadelphia
remained the primary office site for 88
percent of all Philadelphia lawyers.
Becker noted that a movement toward
opening satellite offices in surrounding
counties seems to have leveled off.

The survey asked for personal
views from respondents. Most said that
“yes,” they do want the Bar Associa-
tion to speak out on issues such as
merit selection, ratings of judicial can-
didates and legal services to the poor.
But, “no,” they do not want the Assoc-
iation to speak out on social issues
such as abortion. In fact, 58 percent of
our respondents want us to avoid that
particular issue. These figures have
remained largely unchanged over the
years.

Nearly 60 percent of surveyed
lawyers said they were doing pro bono
work and the median number of pro
bono hours contributed per year was
40 hours. These numbers are fairly
consistent with past years and with
lawyers in the counties. 

This year for the first time, the sur-
vey asked how far people walk on a
regular basis for dining, shopping or
commuting. Twenty percent said seven
or more blocks and 30 percent said five
to six blocks. This indicates that law-
yers in Center City are not confining
themselves to their offices but are reg-
ularly walking around the business
district and patronizing local business-
es.

On the horizon, the survey shows

that a significant number of retire-
ments can be expected within the legal
community over the next 10 to 15
years. Approximately one third of the
Bar is thinking it will retire in the next
10 years. These projected retirees com-
prise 29 percent of the lawyers in firms
of 101 lawyers and higher; 29 percent
of those 11 – 100; 39 percent of those in
firms of 2 – 10; 53 percent of those who
are sole practitioners; and 35 percent of
all members. Beyond that, 42 percent
of all members say they will retire in 14
years or less. Sole practitioners in par-
ticular indicate that they will retire at
much higher rates, In fact, 72 percent of
sole practitioners say they will retire
within the next 15 years.

Becker warns that sole practitioners
may be faced with the multiple dilem-
ma of “aging while not having prac-
tice support, retiring, and trying to find
someone to take over their practice.” He
suggested that “the Bar may want to
help sole practitioners identify and deal
with problems as they develop.”

Down the road the Association may
also have to consider belt-tightening as
more members move into a “senior”
membership category and dues rev-
enues drop accordingly. At the same
time though, large firms continue to
grow, bring on new classes of young
lawyers and remain committed to the
Bar Association. And the large firms
comprise a bigger proportion of the
membership.

“This reallocation of Bar member-
ship may impact members’ needs and
the services the Bar should deliver,”
Becker said.

“Going forward, the challenge is to
make Philadelphia a place where
young lawyers want to practice and
start their profession. How good a job
the Bar does at reaching that goal will
impact the size of our Association and
our city,” he concluded.

• Age - 49
• Married
• White
• Male
• Partner (at firm of
24 members or is
sole practitioner)
• Spouse works full
time 

SURVEY
continued from page 10
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process affirms what all Philadelphia
lawyers should know. We have out-
standing jurists on both the federal
and state benches. Not just in terms of
their scholarship, integrity and tem-
perament, but also by the leadership
they provide,” he said.

Judge Ludwig is a 1952 graduate of
Harvard Law School and was first ap-
pointed to the bench in 1968 when he
served on the Bucks County Court of
Common Pleas.  He was elected in 1969
and was retained in 1979 and retired in
1985. He was appointed to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania in 1985.

He has served as a clinical associate
professor at Hahnemann University;
visiting lecturer at Temple University
Law School; presenter at Villanova Uni-
versity Law School Institute of Correct-
ional Law; faculty member at the Penn-
sylvania College of the Judiciary; lec-
turer in law at Villanova University
Law School; and he is a Wasserstein
Public Interest Fellow at Harvard Law
School.

Judge Ludwig served as administra-

tive judge of Bucks County Juvenile
Court and Family Court and was chair
and a founder of Youth Services Agen-
cy of Bucks County. He also served as
director of the Federal Judges Associa-
tion from 1998 to 2004. He was mem-
bership chair from 1998 to 2004 and is
currently vice president of the group.
He is also chair of the Public Interest
Committee of the U.S. District Court for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

He has served on a host of commu-
nity organizations, including work as a
director of the Bucks County Council of
Boy Scouts, Family Service Association
of Bucks County and the Central Bucks
Family YMCA.

U.S. Supreme Court Justice William
J. Brennan Jr. was the first recipient of
the award in 1995. Other recipients of

the award, which is now named in
Justice Brennan’s honor, are: President
Judge Alex Bonavitacola of the Phila-
delphia Court of Common Pleas (1996);
Judge Phyllis W. Beck of the Pennsylva-
nia Superior Court (1997); Chief Judge
Edward R. Becker of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit (1998);
Judge Louis C. Bechtle of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania (1999); Chief Judge James
T. Giles of the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania (2000);
Justice Russell M. Nigro of the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court (2002); U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Louis H. Pollack
(2003); and Judge James R. Melinson,
retired U.S. Chief Magistrate judge
(2004). The Brennan Award was not
given in 2001.

reach Committee will be hosting a First
Monday event on Monday, Oct. 10 at
the Philadelphia Bar Education Center,
titled “Extreme Makeover: The New
Look of Old Gender Discrimination
Barriers,” with panelists Dr. Martha
Burk and Patricia Gillette.  

• Finally, the Law Firm Pro Bono and
Delivery of Legal Services Committees
are working together to increase pro
bono activity among the private bar by
providing additional information to
make it easier for private firm lawyers
to participate in pro bono, by survey-
ing the firms to find out other ways
legal services organizations that utilize
pro bono attorneys can make it easier
for lawyers, and by publicizing ProBo-
no.net, a Web site to facilitate the work
of pro bono attorneys.

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY/ETHICS MATTERS

Representation, Consultation and
Expert Testimony in Matters Involving

Ethical Issues and/or the 
Rules of Professional Conduct

Pennsylvania and New Jersey Matters
No Charge for Initial Consultation

JAMES C. SCHWARTZMAN, ESQ.
1818 Market St. 29th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103

(215) 563-2233

Former Chairman, Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of
PA; Former Chairman Continuing Legal Education Board of the

Supreme Court of PA; Former Federal Prosecutor
AV Rated

"A lawyer who represents himself has a fool for a client." Abraham Lincoln

SECTION SPOTLIGHT
continued from page 5 Reception for Judges

Probate and Trust Section Chair
Julia Fisher (center) is joined by
Philadelphia Court of Common
Pleas Orphans’ Court Judge Anne
E. Lazarus and Montgomery County
Orphans’ Court Judge Calvin S.
Drayer Jr. at a reception held by the
Section’s Executive Committee on
Sept. 14 at the offices of JP
Morgan Private Bank. Judges of the
Orphans’ Courts of Philadelphia,
Bucks, Chester, Delaware and
Montgomery counties attended.Ph
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BRENNAN AWARD
continued from page 1

Chancellor’s Forum Nov. 2
The Public Interest Section

and the Civil Rights Committee
are sponsoring a Chancellor’s
Forum with Philadelphia Inquirer
“Worldview” columnist Trudy
Rubin on Wednesday, Nov. 2.

Rubin’s book, Willful Blindness,
The Bush Administration and Iraq,
describes how the Bush adminis-
tration got the U.S. into Iraq and
the prospects for getting out.

Additional information about
the Chancellor’s Forum will be
available at philadelphiabar.org.

Mock Trial Volunteers Sought
Volunteers are needed for the

John S. Bradway Mock Trial Comp-
etition. An online sign-up form is
available at philadelphiabar.org on
the Young Lawyers Division page.

PHILADELPHIA
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Please make         reservations for the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Quarterly Meeting
and Luncheon. Tickets are $50 for members and $55 for non-members. Checks should be
made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association.

Name:

Firm/Employer:

Address:

Phone:                                                         Fax: 

E-Mail:

Philadelphia Bar Association October Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon
Tuesday, Oct. 18 at Noon at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut Streets

• Featuring presentation of the Sandra Day O’Connor Award to Pennsylvania Superior Court Judge Phyllis W. Beck.
• Presentation of William J. Brennan Jr. Distinguished Jurist Award to U.S. District Court Judge Edwin V. Ludwig

• Keynote address by political strategist Donna Brazile. 

Credit card payments should be faxed to Bar Headquarters at (215) 238-1267.

Credit Cardholder:

Visa                          MasterCard                         American Express

Card number:

Expiration date:

Signature:

Return to:
Quarterly Meeting
Philadelphia Bar Association
1101 Market St., 11th fl.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911

by Jeff Lyons

Donna Brazile, a senior political
strategist and manager of Al Gore’s
2000 presidential campaign, will be the
keynote speaker at the Association’s
Tuesday, Oct. 18 Quarterly Meeting and
Luncheon at the Park Hyatt
Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and
Walnut streets.

“We are very excited to have such a
dynamic speaker. Especially one who
has been involved in some of the most
important political campaigns of recent
years,” said Chancellor Andrew A.
Chirls. “Her insight into the process
should prove fascinating to our mem-
bers.”

Pennsylvania Superior Court Judge
Phyllis W. Beck will receive the
Association’s Sandra Day O’Connor
Award at the event.

Before joining the Gore campaign,
Brazile was chief of staff and press sec-
retary to U.S. Rep. Eleanor Holmes
Norton of the District of Columbia.

Brazile is a weekly contributor and
political commentator on CNN’s “In-
side Politics” and “American Morning.”
In addition, she is a columnist for Roll
Call newspaper and a contributing
writer for Ms. magazine.

A veteran of numerous national and
statewide campaigns, Brazile has
worked on several presidential cam-
paigns including Carter-Mondale in
1976 and 1980; Rev. Jesse Jackson’s first
historic bid for the presidency in 1984;
Mondale-Ferraro in 1984; U.S. Rep.

Dick Gephardt in 1988; Dukakis-
Bentsen in 1988; and Clinton-Gore in
1992 and 1996. 

Brazile has served as a senior lectur-
er and adjunct professor at the
University of Maryland and a fellow at
Harvard’s Institute of Politics. 

Brazile is the recipient of numerous
awards and honors, including Washing-
tonian magazine’s 100 Most Powerful
Women in Washington, D.C. and the
Congressional Black Caucus Found-
ation’s Award for Political Achieve-
ment.

This is not the first Bar Association
honor for Judge Beck. In 1997, she re-
ceived the Association’s Justice William
J. Brennan Jr. Distinguished Jurist
Award.

Judge Beck was appointed to the
Superior Court by Gov. Dick Thorn-
burgh in 1981. She was elected state-
wide to a 10-year term in November
1983 and retained in 1993. She is the
first woman to serve on the Court.

Judge Beck assumed the judgeship
after serving as vice dean of the
University of Pennsylvania Law School
where she also taught. Prior to that
time she was a faculty member at
Temple Law Center. Her route to the
bench included a bachelor’s degree
from Brown University, Magna Cum
Laude, and a law degree in 1967 from
Temple Law School, night division,
where she was first in her class.

Prior to her academic career, Judge
Beck engaged in the general practice of
law. She is the author of many scholar-

ly articles. She is a member of the
American Law Institute, American
Judicature Society, National Assoc-
iation of Women Judges, and an over-
seer at the University of Pennsylvania
School of Nursing. She is vice president
of the Philadelphia Free Library, presi-
dent of the Foundation for Cognitive
Therapy and chair of the Independence
Foundation. She is a board member of
Villanova Law School and Temple Law
School, The Mann Center for the Per-
forming Arts, WHYY, and the Museum
of American Jewish History. She serves
on the Pennsylvania Commission on
Women in the Profession and the Joint
State Government Commission on
Domestic Relations. She was a repre-
sentative of the U.S. State Department
in Argentina addressing Civic Particip-
ation in Judicial Reform. She is a Dis-
tinguished Daughter of Pennsylvania.

Judge Beck will become chief finan-
cial officer of the Independence Found-
ation, a nonprofit organization that
supports organizations that provide
services to people who do not ordinar-
ily have access to them  

The Sandra Day O’Connor Award
was established in 1993 to recognize
the important contributions that
women attorneys have made to the
legal profession.

Previous winners of the Sandra Day
O’Connor Award include U.S. District
Court Senior Judge Norma L. Shapiro;
the late Juanita Kidd Stout, former jus-
tice of the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court; Deborah R. Willig, first woman
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar
Association; Marina Angel of the
Temple University Beasley School of
Law faculty; Third Circuit Court of
Appeals Judge Dolores K. Sloviter (for-
mer Chief Judge); U.S. District Court
Judge Anita B. Brody; Leslie Anne
Miller, first woman president of the
Pennsylvania Bar Association; Lila G.
Roomberg of Ballard Spahr Andrews &
Ingersoll, LLP; the late Judge Judith J.
Jamison; Ellen T. Greenlee, chief def-
ender of the Defender Association of
Philadelphia; former Chancellor Aud-
rey C. Talley; and U.S. Third Circuit
Court of Appeals Judge Marjorie O.
Rendell.

October Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon

Judge Beck to Receive
O’Connor Award; Political
Strategist Brazile to Speak

Judge Phyllis W. Beck Donna Brazile
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by Robert D. Lane Jr.

Have you ever been faced with the
task of trying to find a perfect gift for
someone special but knowing that the
person doesn’t need anything?   

Luckily, many of the people reading
this column are in a position where
they aren’t in need. For them, a new
tie, a piece of jewelry or night out at a
favorite restaurant might be nice. But
as nice as the gift might be, it wouldn’t
make a dramatic difference in the per-
son’s wardrobe or day-to-day life.

Think about what would happen if
you took that money and instead gave
a present that could literally change
someone’s life.

Just recently, the Philadelphia Bar
Foundation received a check for $500. It
seems Michael Barrett, of Saltz Mongel-
uzzi Barrett & Bendesky PC performed
arbitration services for Alex Giacobetti
and Harry Levant. Harry and Alex
wanted to acknowledge Michael’s ser-
vice, so they sent a donation to the Bar
Foundation in honor of Michael and
his work.  

That $500 will go directly to a Bar
Foundation grant to a local organiza-
tion. Right now I can’t tell you how
that money will be allocated. But I can
tell you it will make a big difference in
someone’s life. It could go to Commu-
nity Legal Services, to help fund an
attorney who will help an elderly cou-
ple keep their house as they fight a
fraudulent home repair case. Or it

could help provide for an advocate to
work with a victim of domestic vio-
lence. Or it could help a student obtain
the special education classes she needs. 

Think about it – you can make a real
difference in someone’s life. The ulti-
mate beneficiary might never thank
you personally, but the Bar Foundation
will be able to tell you how your gift
made a difference.

Is someone you know celebrating a
special birthday? Did a friend just
make partner in his or her firm? Is a
trusted colleague retiring? Are friends
celebrating a milestone anniversary?
You could give them a gift certificate to
see a play, and though the evening
would be enjoyable, the gift would be
gone with the evening’s final curtain
call. Instead, think about a gift that
would have a lasting impact.

Starting with Harry and Alex’s gen-
erous gift in honor of Michael Barrett,
the Bar Foundation will print the
names of these special donations. We
want to acknowledge the people who

choose to honor their friends and col-
leagues in this special way.

If you make this kind of donation,
you can even specify that you would
like your gift directed toward one or
several of the many Bar Foundation
grantees. In that way, if you wanted to
celebrate the birth of a friend’s baby,
you might ask that your donation go
to the Support Center for Child
Advocates. Or if your firm is celebrat-
ing an anniversary and you have a
special working relationship with one

of our grantees, you could ask that
your donation go to that organization.
Please consider making a donation to
the Bar Foundation today. If you would
like to make a donation to the Bar
Foundation to honor someone special,
please contact Maureen Mingey, the
executive director of the Foundation, at
215-238-6334 or by e-mail at
mmingey@philabar.org.

Robert D. Lane Jr., a partner at Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius, LLP, is president of the Philadelphia Bar
Foundation.

B A R F O U N D A T I O N

Thank, Honor Others With Gift to Bar Foundation

Access to Justice Campaign Aids City’s Neediest
The Access to Justice campaign is

the Philadelphia Bar Foundation’s an-
nual effort to reach out to individual
attorneys and paralegals. Instead of
targeting law firms or corporations for
major gifts, the Access to Justice cam-
paign asks individuals to become
members for $100 per year (or $50 for
paralegals and other non-attorneys).

The money raised by Access to
Justice goes directly to the grants that
the Foundation makes each year to

local organizations that provide direct
legal services. Last year, with the help
of the Access to Justice campaign, the
Bar Foundation was able to increase its
giving by 12 percent over the prior
year.

Each year the campaign’s success
stems from the active participation of a
small network of “liaisons” who work
with the Bar Foundation. At each of 32
different local firms, a liaison worked
with the Bar Foundation staff to recruit

members of the Bar Foundation. The
liaisons sent out e-mails, coordinated
membership drives, and even held raf-
fles for those who signed up as mem-
bers of the Bar Foundation. 

The Bar Foundation would like to
thank its liaisons as well as each mem-
ber of the Access to Justice campaign
(listed below), for their continuing sup-
port of the Foundation and its mission
to help Philadelphia’s poor and disad-
vantaged gain better access to the

remedies offered by our justice system.
These names of the Access to

Justice Campaign are in addition to
our Hamilton Circle members and
Advocates of Justice. In an upcoming
edition of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter,
the Bar Foundation will publish the
names of the members of the Hamilton
Circle (those who give $1,000 a year for
10 years) and the Advocates of Justice
(those who give $25,000 over three
years).

Abrahams Loewenstein
& Bushman, P.C.
Morton J. Simon Jr.
Alva & Associates
Daniel-Paul Alva
Ballard Spahr Andrews
& Ingersoll, LLP
Robert H. Lefevre
Mary J. Mullany
Benjamin R. Neilson
Mary Gay Scanlon
Blank Rome LLP
Michael E. Adler
Lawrence J. Beaser
Samuel H. Becker

Carl M. Buchholz
Marvin Comisky
Matthew J. Comisky
Hon. Nelson A. Diaz
Amy C. Ducoff
Lawrence Finkelstein
Bernard Glassman
Christopher A. Lewis
Margaret A. McCausland
Gemela N. McClendon
Mary Ann Mullaney
Leonard P. Nalencz
Kathy E. Ochroch
Grant S. Palmer
Michelle Piscopo

Caren L. Pocino
Jo Ann K. Recchiuti
Mark L. Rhoades
Daniel E. Rhynhart
Raymond L. Shapiro
Sarah A. Shubert
Megan E. Spitz
Daniel L Stackhouse
Eric D. Strand
Lisa Washington
Chimicles & Tikellis LLP
Morris M. Shuster
Cohen Placitella & Roth,
P.C.
Harry M. Roth

Comcast Corporation
Derek H. Squire
Cozen O’Connor
Edward L. Baxter
Kevin F. Berry
Patricia Sons Biswanger
Jeffrey L. Braff
John J. Cunningham III
Thomas A. Decker
F. Warren Jacoby
Vincent R. McGuinness
Angeli Murthy
Patrick J. O’Connor
E. Gerald Riesenbach
Elaine M. Rinaldi

Margaret Gallagher Thompson
Brian J. Urban
Thomas D. Wilkinson
Dechert LLP
Caroline Abi-Khattar
James M. Beck
James M. Berger
Norbert F. Bergholtz
Richard L. Berkman
Alan D. Berkowitz
Marianne Bessey
Martin J. Black
Michael A. Bogdonoff
Hal Borden

continued on page 15

Editor’s note: Grantees are listed in order of size of the
grant.

• Community Legal Services
• Philadelphia Volunteers for the
Indigent Program
• Support Center for Child
Advocates
• SeniorLAW Center
• The Women’s Law Project
• Homeless Advocacy Project
• Education Law Center of
Pennsylvania
• AIDS Law Project
• Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance
Project
• Pennsylvania Health Law Project
• Philadelphia Legal Assistance
• HIAS & Council Migration Service
of Philadelphia
• Disabilities Law Project
• Center for Lesbian and Gay Civil
Rights

• Friends of Farmworkers
• Nationalities Service Center
• Legal Clinic for the Disabled
• Pennsylvania Institutional Law
Project
• Juvenile Law Center
• Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for
the Arts
• ACLU Foundation of Pennsylvania
• Pennsylvania Immigration
Resource Center
• Women Against Abuse Legal
Center
• Public Interest Law Center of
Philadelphia
• Regional Housing Legal Services
• Custody and Support Assistance
Clinic
• Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts
• Society Created to Reduce Urban
Blight

Current Bar Foundation Grantees
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Jan Fink Call
Heather Carmody
Abbi L. Cohen
Jeffrey K. Daman
Diane Siegel Danoff
J. Ian Downes
Jonathan L. Drake
Jennifer E. Dubas
Jeffrey S. Edwards
Ethan D. Fogel
Vernon Francis
Michael I. Frankel
Frank J. Gallo
Carol A. Gershon
Amy B. Ginensky
Robert Heim
David F. Jones
Christopher G. Karras
Lisa Kempner
Paul S. Kimbol
John D. LaRocca
Judy L. Leone
Christine C. Levin
Robert A. Limbacher
Fred T. Magaziner
Robin E. Martin
Kirstin M. Mazzeo
Patricia A. McCausland
Stephen P. McFate
Melanie M. McMenamin
Donald T. Meier
Luke A. Meisner
Michael J. Moehlmann
G. Daniel O’Donnell

Andrea Toy Ohta
Jennifer A. O’Leary
Abigail B. Pancoast
Heather Parsons
Will W. Sachse
Juliet Sarkessian
Joshua G. Schiller
David G. Shapiro
Marjorie K. Shiekman
Geraldine A. Sinatra
James J. Spadaro Jr.
Robin P. Sumner
Joseph A. Tate
Adam S. Tolin
Cheri Tolin
Brennan J. Torregrossa
Michael A. Trunk
Brian S. Vargo
Sean P. Wajert
Jeffrey G. Weil
Richard P. Wild
John F. Wilson III
Barton J. Winokur
Alexandra L. Yeadon
Lynn G. Zeitlin
Geanne Zelkowitz
Kathleen Ziga
Defender Association of
Philadelphia
Ellen T. Greenlee
Dilworth Paxson LLP
Paul W. Baskowsky
Marc A. Feller
Drinker Biddle & Reath
LLP
David F. Abernethy
John C. Bennett Jr.

Henry S. Bryans
William C. Bullitt
William H. Clark Jr.
Christine R. Deutsch
John W. Fischer
Andrew P. Foster
Nancy Frandsen
William M. Goldstein
Jerald M. Goodman
Neil K. Haimm
Sharon L. Klingelsmith
Nancy Paterson O’Hara
Harriet E. Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Rosin
Audrey C. Talley
Duane Morris LLP
Barbara Adams
Donald R. Auten
Joseph A. Battipaglia
Edward G. Biester III
Sheldon M. Bonovitz
Marc D. Brookman
Sharon Lee Caffrey
Teresa N. Cavenagh
Peter J. Cronk
Edward M. Dunham
Lewis F. Gould Jr.
Victor F. Keen
Lawrence J. Kotler
Hope P. Krebs
Thomas A. Lincoln
David E. Loder
Thomas T. Loder
A. John May
Ralph A. Mariani
Beatrice O’Donnell
Lewis R. Olshin

Robert A. Prentice
Grant Rawdin
Kevin P. Ray
Margery N. Reed
Thomas R. Schmuhl
Thomas G. Servodidio
Kathleen M. Shay
Paul Snitzer
David T. Sykes
Duffy & Keenan
John Mirabella
Eckert Seamans Cherin
& Mellott, LLC
Mitchell L. Bach
Albert G. Bixler
Neil G. Epstein
Stephen M. Foxman
Leslie A. Hayes
Fedullo & Savoth
John E. Savoth
Feldman Shepherd
Wohlgelernter Tanner &
Weinstock
Alan M. Feldman
Eileen Riley Sutton
Fox Rothschild LLP
Gerald E. Arth
Lynne Winter Bissett
Samuel E. Dennis
E. Gerald Donnelly Jr.
James Lewis Griffith
Gregory J. Kleiber
Owen A. Knopping
Mark L. Morris
Sanford K. Mozes
Thomas D. Paradise
Jessica L. Pollock

Charles N. Quinn
John A.  Rothschild
Magdalena M. Schardt
Elizabeth D. Shevlin
Philip M. Shiekman
David J. Stutman
Prince Altee Thomas
James F. Young
Independence Blue
Cross
Andrew S. Ackerman
Mary C. Bodo
Thomas W. O’Connell
Francine G. Raichlen
Klehr, Harrison, Harvey,
Branzburg & Ellers, LLP
Brett D. Feldman
Mary Ellen O’Laughlin
Kolsby Gordon Robin
Shore & Bezar
Marshall A. Bernstein
Koral, Kahn & Koral,
P.C.
Margaret M. Koral
Margolis Edelstein
Mark N. Cohen
Marshall Dennehey
Warner Coleman &
Goggin
Thomas R. Bond
Thomas E. Brophy
Charles W. Craven
Lisa D. Eldridge
Douglas J. Kent
Peter S. Miller
Robert P. Schenk

JUSTICE
continued from page 14

continued on page 16

Sixth & Market Streets
Independence Mall, Philadelphia 

215-925-6101 ext. 6108

facilities@independencevisitorcenter.com
www.independencevisitorcenter.com 

Events at the Independence Ballroom are 
more than presentations and dinner dances.
The majestic views of Independence Hall 

and the Liberty Bell will inspire, animate and
educate your guests.  They’ll be swept away by
the feelings of patriotism and freedom. You’ll
create an occasion to remember. Call today 

to book the Independence Ballroom for your
revolutionary, and unforgettable, event.  

History Lessons Included.

We are experts in estimating property
damage, documenting inventory and 
filing, negotiating and settling property
losses. Our goal is to serve your client and
to ensure that every dollar allowed by the
policy is paid.

Find out more about our total approach to
claims settlement, both for residential and
commercial properties.
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Seth Schwartz
Philip B. Toran
McCarter & English, LLP
Robert B. Anderson
Michael J. Glasheen
Alexander Kerr
John J. Lombard
Joann M. Lytle
Law Offices of Lawrence
G. Metzger
Lawrence G. Metzger
Montgomery,
McCracken, Walker &
Rhoads, LLP
David S. Blum
Leonard A. Busby
James D. Cashel
Charles B. Casper
Hon. Gene D. Cohen
Scott Coffina
Rhasheda S. Douglas
Janice G. Dubler
Joseph K. Gordon
Kymberly D. Hankinson
Michael B. Hayes
Jennifer J. Herbst
Karen M. Ibach
Kynya V. Jacobus
Donald W. Kramer
Laurie Ann Krepto
Alfred J. Kuffler
Frank A. Mayer III
Joyce S. Meyers
Jeremey D. Mishkin
Mary Quinn Oppenheim
Louis A. Petroni
Mary F. Platt
Glenn F. Rosenblum
Richard L. Scheff
Karen L. Senser
David Shechtman
Joseph T. Stapleton
M. Howard Vigderman
Craig E. Ziegler
Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius LLP
Doreen S. Davis
John C. Dodds
Kimberly K. Heuer
Cary L. Joshi
Robert D. Lane Jr.
Gregory T.  Parks
Howard L. Shecter

Obermayer Rebmann
Maxwell & Hippel LLP
Michael E. Bertin
Daniel P. Finegan
Frank E. Hahn Jr.
Stanley Majkut
Walter M. Phillips Jr.
Joan M. Roediger
John E. Ryan
Kimberly J. Scott
Jacqueline Z. Shulman
David J. Steerman
Robert I. Whitelaw
Pennsylvania Bar
Association
David Keller Trevaskis
Pennsylvania Office of
General Counsel –
Department of Public
Welfare
Doris M. Leisch
Pepper Hamilton LLP
Bennett L. Aaron
Fred W. Alcaro
Joan C. Arnold
Barry H. Boise
George W. Braun
DaQuana L. Carter
Hope A. Comisky
Julia D. Corelli
Francis P. Devine III
Maureen Q. Dwyer
James D. Epstein
Aline Fairweather
Nicole D. Galli
M. Duncan Grant
Christopher J. Huber and
Marjorie Pak
Joann M. Hyle
Andrew E. Kantra
Paul J. Kennedy
Murray S. Levin
Edward W. Madeira Jr.
Barbara W. Mather
J. Gregg Miller
Rebekah A. Z. Monson
Kathleen A. Mullen
James L. Murray
Amy M. Oshman
Yarmela A. Pavlovic
Janet G. Perry
Michael D. Raffaele
David Richman
Andrew R. Rogoff
Andrew J. Rudolph
Joseph J. Serritella

Laurence Z. Shiekman
Matthew Skolnik
Kathleen A. Stephenson
Stephen J. Sundheim
M. Kelly Tillery
Edward C. Toole Jr.
Anthony Vale
Erik N. Videlock
Thomas E. Zemaitis
Kenneth H. Zucker
Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas
Hon. Alfred J. DiBona Jr.
Post & Schell, P.C.
John R. Sparks Jr.
Rawle & Henderson
LLP
Reena E. Parambath
David I. Rosenbaum
Reed Smith LLP
Elizabeth F. Abrams
Derek J. Baker
Marilyn Heffley
Lisa D. Kabnick
Krista A. Schmid
Robert W. Sipps III
Regional Housing Legal
Services
Judy F. Berkman
Law Offices of Gary A.
Rosen
Gary A. Rosen
Saul Ewing LLP
Rudolph Garcia
Schnader Harrison
Segal & Lewis LLP
Elizabeth K. Ainslie
Linda B. Alle-Murphy
Diana S. Donaldson
Richard W. Kessler
Marilyn Z. Kutler
Albert Momjian
Jennifer J. Nestle
Joanne Noble
Allan B. Schneirov
Stephen J. Shapiro
Samuel W. Silver
Nancy Winkelman
Stradley Ronon Stevens
& Young, LLP
Samuel J. Arena Jr.
Danielle Banks
James R. Beam
David E. Beavers
Michael P. Bonner
Andre L. Dennis

Gillian G. Facher
Kristin H. Ives
James C. King
Michael P. O’Hare
Ellen Rosen Rogoff
Lee A. Rosengard
Lucia Sitar
Merrill R. Steiner
Richard N. Weiner
University of
Pennsylvania Law
School
Louis S. Rulli
White and Williams LLP
Guy A. Cellucci
David J. Creagan
Timothy E. Davis
James J. Donohue
Otis W. Erisman
Nancy Sabol Frantz
Joseph G. Gibbons
George J. Hartnett
Richard M. Jordan
Warren J. Kauffman
Richard A. Kolb
I. Steven Levy

Randy J. Maniloff
Andrew S. Miller
Peter J. Mooney
Kathy A. O’Neill
Steven E. Ostrow
Luke A. Repici
Charles T. Roessing
Patricia B. Santelle
Anna M. Schmidt Bryan
Glenn E. Sickenberger
Thomas A. Warnock
Wolf Block Schorr &
Solis-Cohen
Philip R. Bower
Woodcock Washburn
LLP
David R. Bailey
Lynn B. Morreale
Barbara L. Mullin
Henrik D. Parker
Steven J. Rocci
Steven B. Samuels
No Firm Affiliation
Doris S. Casper
Allan K. Marshall
Patrick J. Murphy

Attorneys Wanted: Foster Pepper & Shefelman PLLC maintains the premier Pacific
Northwest Real Estate practice and an extensive national Real Estate practice. Our Real Estate practice
group, Seattle Office, is seeking one or more senior associate/junior partner level attorneys 
( 6+ years of real estate experience ), with extensive experience representing developers, promoters,
and investors in real estate projects; familiarity with entity and financing structuring, including draft-
ing LLC operating agreements and reviewing loan documentation; experience with all aspects of 
transactional due diligence; and experience with lease, SNDA, and estoppel review and drafting. Strong
academic background and excellent skill level in real estate sales, financing, leasing, and development.
Candidate should have either strong real estate transaction experience, with some real estate finance
experience, or strong real estate finance experience, with some transaction experiences. Provided the
candidate has proven client development and management skills, no book of business is required for
out-of-town candidates. Salary commensurate with experience. Please visit our website at
www.foster.com for more information about our firm. 

To inquire about this position or to submit your resume via e-mail, please contact our Recruiting
Department, Meg Clara (e-mail address: clarm@foster.com; ph. 206-447-4675).

ACCESS
continued from page 15

The Philadelphia Bar Foundation has announced that the
theme for this year’s Andrew Hamilton Ball is “Viva Las
Vegas.”

The Ball will be held on Saturday, Nov. 12 at the Park
Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets.

Tickets are $375 for patrons, $325 for subscribers and $225
for members of the Young Lawyers Division. Tickets for the
event will be available online at philadelphiabar.org.

Frederick Strober of Saul Ewing LLP and Carol Nelson
Shepherd of Feldman, Shepherd, Wohlgelernter, Tanner &
Weinstock are the chairs for this year’s event. 

The Andrew Hamilton Ball is the premiere social event of
the year for the Philadelphia legal community. 

Funds raised go directly to the Foundation’s annual
grantmaking. Last year, the Foundation awarded $400,000 to
28 local legal services providers.

The Foundation also raises money through its annual
Golf Classic and Access to Justice membership drive, as well
as through contributions from law firms, individuals and
corporations. 

Bar Foundation’s Annual
Andrew Hamilton Ball
to Have Las Vegas Theme

PHILADELPHIA
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Do you smoke at least
10 cigarettes a day?

Kick the habit. 
Once and for all.

The University of
Pennsylvania is seeking 
volunteers, aged 18 years 
or more, for a quit smoking
study. Eligible smokers will
receive 8 sessions of smoking
cessation counseling 
and study medication 
at no cost.

PLEASE CALL 1-877-513-QUIT
to find out if you are eligible.

to quit smoking?
ARE YOU READY

by Natalie Klyashtorny

“Mussolini made the trains run on
time,” Italians used to say of their infa-
mous leader. Despite his fascist political
ideology that ultimately embroiled It-
aly on the wrong side of a world war,
Mussolini was looked upon favorably
(up to a point) by many of his fellow
citizens because his leadership made
their lives more efficient and, therefore,
easier.  

Recent current events have made
me reflect on the duties of our political
leaders. Lest they have forgotten, they
work for us, not for themselves. If gov-
ernment cannot be relied on to meet
the basic needs of its citizenry, then
there is really little need for it. What
other justification can there be for the
taxes that we pay?

The most recent example of the fail-
ures of government is the Hurricane
Katrina nightmare. Finger-pointing and
playing political dodgeball is of little
help to the victims. The fact that hun-
dreds of thousands went without food,
water, electricity and other necessities
means that somebody (or perhaps
everybody) failed.

Lest you think that governmental
apathy or mismanagement is some-
thing that could happen only in Miss-

issippi or Louisiana, think again. People
the world over were stunned at the
contemporary images of poverty in the
South. Unfortunately, Philadelphia is
not that far behind in the number of
poor people that live here. I commend
our city’s leadership for volunteering
to take in victims of Hurricane Katrina.
I wonder, though, if there is room at
the Wanamaker School for the home-
less of New Orleans, why isn’t there
room there or at other facilities for
Philadelphia’s homeless? There is really
no good reason why anybody in this
city should make his/her home on a
sidewalk. The problems of poverty and
homelessness have no easy solutions,
but our leaders should at least do more
than throw their collective hands up in

the air.
If a natural disaster or terrorist

attack were to befall Philadelphia, there
is no explicit emergency response plan.
Apparently, there is no money for it,
just like there is no money to back up
the city’s electronic data servers that
contain health records, criminal histo-
ries and court information. Neither are
high enough priorities for a city that
needs to triple-pay some of its contrac-
tors for work that was never per-
formed.     

How about something easy, like ba-
sic city services? Why is trash sitting
piled up for days in the middle of
summer? Why is it not possible to
walk a street in Center City without an
olfactory attack of the senses? A world-
class tourist and residential destination
(like Philadelphia has the potential to
become) should not smell like a sewer
or a toilet. Sure, it’s not easy to keep a
major urban center clean. I recently
visited Chicago where I was amazed by
how clean the streets looked and the
air smelled. I am certainly not an ex-
pert on how Chicago compares to Phil-
adelphia in all areas. Mine are just the
observations of a first-time visitor.     

Perhaps like Italians in the 1930s,
we would be willing to tolerate more if
we got more from our politicians in

terms of leadership, accountability and
strategic vision. Right now, there seems
to be a vacuum. In addition to donat-
ing money, let us all work together to
bring about reforms for a government
that is truly “by the people, of the peo-
ple, and for the people.”   

Natalie Klyashtorny, an associate at Saul H. Krenzel &
Associates, is chair of the Young Lawyers Division.

C O M M E N T A R Y

Let’s Work Together for Government Reforms
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broad & walnut streets, philadelphia, pa 19102  telephone 215 893 1234 parkphiladelphia.hyatt.com

the hotel that ranks a step above,
actually, several steps

for a century, our historic ambiance, impeccable service 

and exquisite cuisine have made us philadelphia’s first choice 

for events of personal or professional importance.

For more information call our sales department at 215 790 2860.

www.mccumberinclan.com

Tampa, FL

813.287.2822

Jacksonville, FL

904.355.5515

Orlando, FL

407.903.9979

Jackson, MS 

601.605.4300

Philadelphia, PA

610.275.5456

is pleased to announce that

has joined our firm and practices out of our Philadelphia office 

where he specializes in the defense of long term health care

facilities, professional liability claims and general liability

defense. The firm also provides white collar criminal defense,

health care law and complex commercial litigation services.

McCumber Inclan is a litigation firm in Pennsylvania,

Florida, and Mississippi focusing its practice on the defense 

of health care facilities, health care providers, insurers,

professionals, and businesses.

Stuart T. O’Neal

2701 Renaissance Blvd., Ste. 150 • King of Prussia, PA 19406

610-275-5456 • Fax: 610-275-5459

Nominations are now being accept-
ed for the Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Award, which will recognize a public
interest lawyer who has evidenced an
exceptional career in working for the
public good. The deadline for nomina-
tions is Monday, Oct. 10.

The Bar Foundation will present an
award to recognize and reward annu-
ally a Philadelphia public-sector lawyer
who has demonstrated an extraordi-
nary commitment to public interest

law. The award will be presented at the
Bar Foundation’s Andrew Hamilton
Ball on Saturday, Nov. 12.

Nominations from all quarters are
welcomed and encouraged. Those who
wish to nominate an individual for the
award should send a detailed letter
explaining the reason for the nomina-
tion (including supporting materials)
to: Audrey C. Talley, Esq.; Chair, Awards
Committee, Philadelphia Bar Found-
ation, 1101 Market St., 11th Fl., Phila-

delphia, PA 19107.
The criteria for the award winner is

as follows:
• Employment at a government unit,

a nonprofit organization or a legal ser-
vices organization;

• Demonstrated extraordinary advo-
cacy on behalf of underrepresented
individuals and increasing access to
justice for underserved individuals,
groups and/or communities;

• Longstanding devotion to the field

of public interest law;
• Demonstrated leadership, excel-

lence and professionalism in the deliv-
ery of legal services;

• Significant, unique or innovative
accomplishment in the delivery of legal
services;

Other outstanding accomplishments
or activities that have improved access
to justice for residents of the Philadel-
phia area and lasting contributions for
the public good.

Deadline for Bar Foundation Award Nominees is Oct. 10

Judges Address Committee
Women in the Profession Committee Co-Chair
Kimberly A. Boyer (from left) is joined by
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Judges Nina
Wright-Padilla, Marlene F. Lachman, Annette M.
Rizzo and U.S. District Court Judge Anita B. Brody at
the Committee’s Aug. 23 meeting. The judges dis-
cussed their paths to the bench and their views from
it. The judges’ tips included choosing good mentors,
working off strengths and interests, realizing that
politics plays a role in judicial elections and selec-
tions and understanding that the bench has similar
conflicts and pressures as private practice. The panel
also discussed the importance of developing proper
judicial demeanor, the isolation that can accompany
the bench’s authority and the incredible responsibili-
ty that comes with the robe.
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by Sharon Browning

Post-Hurricane Katrina relief and
recovery efforts are well under way.
The outpouring of help and offers of
assistance, including those by lawyers,
reveal the inherent goodness and com-
passion of Americans. Perhaps now, in
the terrible aftermath of the storm but
also in light of these demonstrations of
kindness, we would do well to under-
take some collective soul searching.
How can such a tragedy happen here,
in this country of wealth and opportu-
nity, and as lawyers, what might we do
to help avoid a similar catastrophe? 

Much has been written of the ‘in-
visibility’ of low income, black resid-
ents of New Orleans and other affected
areas. As a way both of breaking open
this issue and of understanding the
lessons it might hold for our profes-
sion, I offer the following vignette.

Recently, I stood at a teller’s window
in a Center City bank, vaguely aware of
the customer at the adjacent window
completing his transaction and walking
away. The teller who had just served
this man turned to the teller at my
window and muttered angrily under
her breath, ”Doesn’t he even see me? I’m

a human being, for God’s sake!”.
She then looked at me, somewhat

apologetically, and said, “It’s mostly the
lawyers.”

They’re the worst!
Let’s be kind, and assume the best

about the lawyers of whom the teller
complained. Let’s choose to believe
that it’s not outright rudeness, but ra-
ther, blindness that causes this behav-
ior. Some people are simply invisible to
us. It’s not a stretch to connect this
story to the horrors following Katrina’s
wrath: the issue raised by the bank
teller is precisely the issue raised by
the needless suffering of so many who
were simply not seen, not planned for,
not valued. How can so many living on
the social margins in this country be
absolutely invisible to those with
greater resources and power?

We need to ask ourselves if there is

something inherent in our training and
practice that makes it almost inevitable
that lawyers will be primary offenders
when it comes to simply not seeing
whole categories of people. As Benja-
min Sells points out in his book, The
Soul of Law, such flawed perception is at
least partially caused by a well-estab-
lished, nurtured and firmly held belief
in the value of hierarchy. Let’s face it:
dominance hierarchy is foundational
to law. Consider both legal training
and the linear structure of all of our
legal institutions. And the higher we
climb the professional ladder, the more
distanced we become from the people
at the bottom. 

Frankly, this ‘invisibility’ is one of
the reasons it is so difficult to get law-
yers to take pro bono cases. Living as
we do at such vast geographic, social
and emotional distances from those

whom the British call “the socially ex-
cluded,” we don’t see them, and so do
not perceive their needs, least of all
their legal problems. 

Robert Fuller elaborates on the neg-
ative social consequences of the hierar-
chical worldview in the book Somebod-
ies and Nobodies, and as an antidote, sug-
gests what he calls “dignitarianism,” the
recognition of the inherent, fundamen-
tal dignity of every human person, re-
gardless of their status or credentials.
Perhaps it is time for us to question
our profession’s reliance upon hierar-
chy as a key value, to embrace ‘digni-
tarianism,’ and to see, and value
Everyone as Somebody in the law. 

We’re lawyers. We’re supposed to be
justice experts. A significant and mean-
ingful way to honor the victims of
Katrina would be to begin to live justly
ourselves, to see those living on the
social margins in Philadelphia. We
don’t need to look to the devastated
southland to see the effects of structur-
al, systemic poverty and racism. It’s
right here in Philadelphia every day,
wreaking havoc with the lives of local
residents, people who suffer from dif-
ferent, but equally devastating dis-

Commentary

Society’s ‘Nobodies’ Need Lawyers, Too

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission

®

SEPTA / DART First State / NJTransit
VPSI Commuter Vanpools / Amtrak
PATCO Vanpool of New Jersey / CAT

In these times when retirement plan balances are down, health care costs 
are up, and pay is frozen, your employees may be feeling a little…unloved.
That’s where TransitChek can help — with real savings for using public transit.

It’s a simple tax-break benefit that can pay for itself.
The entire cost of TransitChek is tax-deductible for
employers. Your company can also save on matching
FICA taxes, so TransitChek can quickly pay for
itself. Your employees who participate save on
their income taxes, too.

Show your employees you care with TransitChek.
It’s the easiest win-win benefit you can offer. Visit
www.gettransitchek.org or call 215-592-1800.

Your employees will love 

coming to work 
as much as 

going home.

INCORPORATION

AND 

LIMITED LIABILITY 

COMPANY FORMATION

CONVENIENT, COURTEOUS SAME DAY SERVICE

PREPARATION AND FILING SERVICES IN ALL STATES

CORPORATION OUTFITS AND
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY OUTFITS

SAME DAY SHIPMENT OF YOUR ORDER

CORPORATE STATUS REPORTS
UCC, LIEN AND JUDGMENT SEARCH SERVICES

DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL SERVICES

M. BURR KEIM COMPANY

SERVING THE LEGAL PROFESSION SINCE 1931

2021 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

PHONE: (215) 563-8113

FAX: (215) 977-9386

WWW.MBURRKEIM.COM

continued on page 22

We don’t need to look to the devastated southland to see the effects of

structural, systemic poverty and racism. It’s right here in Philadelphia

every day, wreaking havoc with the lives of local residents, people who

suffer from different, but equally devastating displacement and trauma.
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Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled event
may be subject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Monday, Oct. 3
Family Law Section – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Wednesday, Oct. 5
Delivery of Legal Services Committee – meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
State Civil Rules and Procedures Section – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch:
$7.50.

Thursday, Oct. 6
Civil Rights Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th floor Committee
Room South. Lunch: $7.50.
Philadelphia Bar Reporter Editorial Board – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Friday, Oct. 7
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Finance Committee – meeting, 8:30 a.m., 11th floor Committee
Room South.
Judicial Commission – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Women’s Rights Committee - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room South. Lunch:
$7.50.

Monday, Oct. 10
Columbus Day – Bar Association offices closed.

Tuesday, Oct. 11
Criminal Justice Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Board of Trustees – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Committee
Room South.

Wednesday, Oct. 12
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Finance Committee – meeting, 8:30 a.m., 11th floor Committee
Room South.
Appellate Courts Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, Oct. 13
Yom Kippur – Bar Association offices closed.

Friday, Oct. 14
Women’s Rights Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room South.
Lunch: $7.50.
The Philadelphia Lawyer magazine Editorial Board – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board
Room.

Sunday, Oct. 16
Young Lawyers Division ZooBoolee - 3 p.m., Philadelphia Zoo. Tickets: Adults, $30; Children
2-11, $17; Children under 2, free. philadelphiabar.org

Monday, Oct. 17
Public Interest Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Environmental Law Committee – meeting, 12 p.m. 11th floor Conference Center: Lunch:
$7.50.

Tuesday, Oct. 18
October Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon – 12 p.m., Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue,
Broad and Walnut streets. Tickets: $50. philadelphiabar.org.

Wednesday, Oct. 19
Workers’ Compensation Section Executive Committee – meeting, 10:30 a.m., 11th floor
Committee Room.
Workers’ Compensation Section – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center: Lunch:
$7.50.
Bar-News Media Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room South. Lunch:
$7.50.
Federal Courts Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
LegalLine – 5 p.m., 11th floor LRIS offices.

Thursday, Oct. 20
Board of Governors Cabinet – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room South.
Family Law Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center
rear.
Solo and Small Firm Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:
$7.50.
Professional Responsibility Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Friday, Oct. 21
Social Security and Disability Benefits Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference
Center. Lunch: $7.50.

Monday, Oct. 24
Young Lawyers Division Cabinet – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Tuesday, Oct. 25
Section Chairs Meeting with Chancellor – 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Criminal Justice Section – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center: Lunch: $7.50.
Women in the Profession Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch:
$7.50.

Wednesday, Oct. 26
Medical Legal Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Committee on the Legal Rights of Persons with Disabilities – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor
Committee Room South.

Thursday, Oct. 27
Elder Law Committee – meeting, 1 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center: Lunch: $7.50.
Board of Governors – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Monday, Oct. 31
Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Unless otherwise specified, all checks for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar
Association and mailed to Bar Headquarters, 1101 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Send Bar
Association-related calendar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 1101 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Fax: (215) 238-1267. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

According To...

What is Your Favorite Movie of All Time and Why?
“Gone With the Wind” is

always a favorite and a

classic. It had great

cinematography for its

time.”

Jody Joy

“Enchanted April” is my

favorite movie. The

Italian countryside is

gorgeous and the char-

acters are quirky yet

endearing. 

Caroline A. Ruhle

I really like “The

Unbearable Lightness of

Being.” It’s an amazing

film and you feel as if

you’ve just taken a trip

to Europe when you

watch that movie.

Bernard Faigenbaum
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The CLE

Conference Center

Wanamaker Building

10th Floor, Ste.1010

Franklin Institute

Science Museum

222 N. 20th Street

5th Floor

Philadelphia Bar

Association

11th Floor

Conference Center

1101 Market St.

U.S. District

Courthouse

Ceremonial

Courtroom

CLE COURSES

OCTOBER

The Pennsylvania Bar Institute is an accredited CLE provider.

Oct. 3 Representing a Client Who Is Starting a Small Business
The CLE Conference Center

Oct. 6 Representing Asylum-Seekers in the Circuit Courts
The CLE Conference Center

Oct. 7 Annual Family Law Update • The CLE Conference Center

Nuts and Bolts of Criminal Practice in Philadelphia Common Pleas Court
The CLE Conference Center

Oct. 11 Getting Paid, Attorney and Fiduciary Commissions: Philadelphia Bar Probate and Trust
Law Section Quarterly Meeting • The CLE Conference Center

Fundamentals of Health Law •The CLE Conference Center

Oct. 18 Annual Auto Law Update  • The CLE Conference Center

Hot Topics in Employment Disability Law • The CLE Conference Center

Oct. 19 MBA Concepts for Lawyers — via satellite • Franklin Institute Science Museum

Oct. 20 Business Lawyers’ Institute 2005 • The CLE Conference Center

Oct. 21 Winning in the Beginning •The CLE Conference Center

5th Annual Constitutional Law Conclave •The CLE Conference Center

Oct. 25 Immigration Issues in Civil Litigation • The CLE Conference Center

The New Bankruptcy Law • The CLE Conference Center

Hollywood vs. Real Life • Philadelphia Bar Association

Oct. 26 Fundamentals of Preparing the Fiduciary and Decedent’s Final Income Tax  Returns
The CLE Conference Center

Realty Transfer Tax Update  • The CLE Conference Center

Oct. 27 Annual Auto Law Update • The CLE Conference Center

Boundary Law in Pennsylvania • The CLE Conference Center

My First Federal Trial • US District Court

Oct. 28 8th Annual Legal Issues in an Age of Aging • The CLE Conference Center

Dying with Dignity  •  The CLE Conference Center

Oct. 31 Movie Magic - How the Masters Try Cases • The CLE Conference Center

Compulsory Arbitration • The CLE Conference Center

FOR MORE INFORMATION

OR TO REGISTER

 800-247-4724

WWW.PBI.ORG

Statement of Ownership, Management
and Circulation (Required by 39 USC 3685).
1. Publication title: Philadelphia Bar Reporter. 2.
Publication No.: 710-610. 3. Filing date: October
2005. 4. Issue Frequency: Monthly. 5. Number of
issues published annually: 12. 6. Annual subscription
price: $45. 7. Complete mailing address of known
office of publication: Philadelphia Bar Association,
1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-
2911. Contact person: Mark Tarasiewicz. Telephone:
(215) 238-6346. 8. Complete mailing address of
headquarters or general business office of publisher:
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th
floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. 9. Full names
and complete mailing addresses of publisher, editor,
and managing editor: Publisher: Philadelphia Bar
Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor, Phila-
delphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Editor: Molly Peckman,
Esq., Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St.,
11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Managing
editor: Jeff Lyons, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911.
10. Owner: Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911.
11. Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other
security holders owning or holding 1 percent or more
of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other secu-
rities: none. 12. Tax status (for completion by non-
profit organizations authorized to mail at nonprofit
rates): The purpose, function and nonprofit status of
this organization and the exempt status for federal
income tax purposes has not changed during the pre-
ceding 12 months. 13. Publication Title: Philadelphia
Bar Reporter. 14. Issue date for circulation data
below: October 2005. 15. Extent and nature of circu-
lation: A. Total number of copies (net press run):
Average number of copies each issue during preced-
ing 12 months: 11,157. Number of copies of single
issue published nearest to filing date: 11,353. B. Paid
and/or requested circulation: 1. Paid/requested out-
side-county mail subscriptions stated on Form 3541
(Include advertiser’s proof and exchange copies):
Average number of copies each issue during preced-
ing 12 months: 2,805. Number of copies of single
issue published nearest to filing date: 2,994. 2. Paid
in-county subscriptions stated on Form 3541
(Include advertiser’s proof and exchange copies):
Average number of copies each issue during preced-
ing 12 months: 7,913. Number of copies of single
issue published nearest to filing date: 7,998. 3. Sales
through dealers and carriers, street vendors, counter
sales and other non-USPS paid distribution: Average
number of copies each issue during preceding 12
months: 0. Number of copies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing date: 0. 4. Other classes
mailed through the USPS: Average number of copies
each issue during preceding 12 months: 0. Number
of copies of single issue published nearest to filing
date: 0. C. Total paid and/or requested circulation
(sum of 15B1, 15B2, 15B3 and 15B4): Average num-
ber of copies each issue during preceding 12
months: 10,718. Number of copies of single issue
published nearest to filing date: 10,992. D. Free dis-
tribution by mail (samples, complimentary and other
free copies): Average number of copies each issue
during preceding 12 months: 1. Outside-county as
stated on Form 3541: 0. 2. In-county as stated on
Form 3541: 0. 3. Other classes mailed through the
USPS: 100. Number of copies of single issue pub-
lished nearest to filing date: 1. Outside-county as
stated on Form 3541: 0. 2. In-county as stated on
Form 3541: 0. 3. Other classes mailed through the
USPS: 100. E. Free distribution outside the mail (car-
riers or other means): Average number of copies
each issue during preceding 12 months: 0. Number
of copies of single issue published nearest to filing
date: 0. F. Total free distribution (sum of 15D and
15E): Average number of copies each issue during
preceding 12 months: 100. Number of copies of sin-
gle issue published nearest to filing date: 100. G.
Total distribution (sum of 15C and 15F): Average
number of copies each issue during preceding 12
months: 10,818. Number of copies of single issue
published nearest to filing date: 11,092. H. Copies
not distributed: Average number of copies each issue
during preceding 12 months: 439. Number of copies
of single issue published nearest to filing date: 361. I.
Total (sum of 15G and 15H): Average number of
copies each issue during preceding 12 months:
11,257. Number of copies of single issue published
nearest to filing date: 11,453. J. Percent paid and/or
requested circulation (15C ÷ 15G x 100): Average
number of copies each issue during preceding 12
months: 99.08 percent. Number of copies of single
issue published nearest to filing date: 99.10 percent.
Signed, Kenneth Shear, Executive Director, Sept. 26,
2005. I certify that all information on this form is true
and complete. I understand that anyone who furnish-
es false or misleading information on the form or
who omits material or information requested on the
form may be subject to criminal sanctions (including
fines and imprisonment) and/or civil sanctions
(including civil penalties).

Section Hears From
Justice Newman

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Schultz Newman (center)
addressed members of the State Civil
Litigation Section on Sept. 7. Joining
Justice Newman (from left) are Section
Secretary Kathleen D. Wilkinson, Co-
Chairs Ronald A. Kovler and Rudolph
Garcia and  Treasurer Richard S. Seidel.Ph
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433 MARKET STREET, Suite B-06, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 08102
Tel. (tol l free) : 866-900-Elite (3548)   Fax (toll free) : 866-900-2250

www.EliteCourtServices.com

Elite Court Services,Inc.

Because we believe that, once 
you try our high-tech, all-around,
full-service company, you will 
come to rely on us again and 
again, we are offering free 
process serving for 30 days to all 
qualifying new clients. Call or 
visit our website today for further
information.

*Applies only to local serves and only 
to local Philadelphia County attorneys.

Wish you had someone
to help resolve client
social services issues?

You’re probably an expert in a number 
of fields—but case management may not
be one of them. That’s why Intervention
Associates is here. Since 1986 we’ve 
been serving older adults, the chronically 
mentally ill, and physically disabled adults
and children by assisting with:

• Assessments
• Crisis Intervention
• Home or Facility Care
• Information/Referrals
• Advocacy

1777 Sentry Parkway West, Suite 210 Dublin Hall
Blue Bell, PA 19422
(610) 254-9001 • 1-800-254-9708

www.interventionassociates.org

tion services. We are not the only
city that has scores of languages
spoken in our courts. When people
doubt that they’ve been understood
in court, they find ways to work
around the legal system and develop
a distrust for authority. And that
can’t be good. So we are using new
technologies and applying new stan-
dards to language access all across
the country.

One of the most touching exam-
ples of how seeing is believing came
during a speech by Wisconsin’s Chief
Justice Abrahamson. She was a com-
mercial lawyer before she was a jus-
tice, and she had not tried cases.
Recently, she assigned herself to sit
for a week in August in the Small
Claims Court of Milwaukee. Quite a
summer vacation!

Chief Justice Abrahamson was

surprised to learn just how compli-
cated the law, as applied in Muni-
cipal Court, can be. She was surpri-
sed to learn that volumes of federal
regulations apply to many landlord
tenant cases, particularly when they
arise in public housing. And the
insurance laws that come up in auto
cases aren’t always so simple, either.
Chief Justice Abrahamson told us
that lots of small claims question
present law exam questions, but
don’t present an easy answer.

And that’s just the law. Teasing
facts out of people who aren’t repre-
sented and who don’t know the
rules of evidence isn’t an easy task.
And it’s harder to do it fairly when
only one side is represented.

I came away with a new appreci-
ation for the people in our judicial
system who help make justice acces-
sible to everyone. The results are far
from perfect. They aren’t even, in my
view, acceptable. But with the re-

sources that these public servants
are given, they do a tremendous job.

Listening to people’s problems all
day is weighty enough. Having to
resolve those problems in great
numbers, with too few resources,
public hostility, and in face of lan-
guage and cultural barriers is even
tougher. It was moving to be in a
conference with people who spend
large amounts of their time trying to
bring new ideas to the problems
that are often very old: poverty, cul-
tural barriers and misunderstanding.
When we have new ideas in Drug
Treatment Court, new efforts to
improve our Family Court facilities,
and new approaches to language
diversity, we are striving toward
justice for all, and toward greater
effectiveness of and confidence in
our justice system.

Andrew A. Chirls, a partner at WolfBlock, is
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association. His e-
mail address is chancellor@philabar.org.

FRONTLINE
continued from page 3

placement and trauma.
But where to begin? How to start seeing?

Each of us can ask ourselves, “Who are the
nobodies in my life, the people I simply don’t
see?” Low-wage workers? Bank tellers? Mail-
room clerks? Fax technicians? Secretaries and
receptionists? Waitresses? Food service and
housekeeping staff? That vast, faceless group
we term “the poor?”

Give yourself a little quiz. Do you see ev-
eryone who works for your firm? Do you
know if everyone employed by your firm is
paid a living wage, defined as enough to rent
a two-bedroom apartment for a family of
four? In Philadelphia, that means a minimum
of $15 an hour.

Two suggestions:
Offer to take a pro bono case from one of

the 19 public interest organizations that need
pro bono assistance. The outpouring of prof-
fers of pro bono assistance for Katrina victims
by Philadelphia lawyers is both staggering and
heartening. But as Marsha Cohen of the
Homeless Advocacy Project observed, if this
good-hearted energy were captured and
expressed locally on a regular basis, all of the
public interest law organizations in Philadel-
phia would be rendered superfluous.

Or perhaps begin by ensuring a little jus-
tice even closer to home: See all persons as
somebodies, beginning with everyone in your
firm’s employ. Raises, anyone?

Sharon Browning is the executive director of Philadelphia
Volunteers for the Indigent Program.

COMMENTARY
continued from page 19

The Philadelphia Bar Association
will host a free Chancellor’s Forum,
“Meet the Ethnic and Foreign Lang-
uage Media,” on Wednesday, Nov. 9,
from 12 to 2 p.m. at Bar headquar-
ters, 1101 Market St., in the 11th
Floor Conference Center. The event is
co-sponsored by the Association’s
Public Interest Section and Bar-News

Media Committee.
Panelists will include Hernan

Guaracao, publisher of Al Dia; Darek
Barcikowski, publisher of While Eagle
(Polish) newspaper; and Jorge Quint-
ana, anchor for WFMZ-TV 69. Repre-
sentatives from the Portuguese, Uk-
rainian and Greek press also have
been invited.

The program will focus on how
to reach and communicate with the
ethnic and non-English media. 

A complimentary lunch will be
provided, but RSVP is required. To
RSVP, send name, address, phone
and number of attendee(s) to mkos-
sakowski@philabar.org no later than
Monday, Nov. 7.

Chancellor’s Forum with Ethnic, Foreign Language Media Nov. 9
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OTTO’S MINI
Route 202 North
West Chester, PA
610-399-8060
www.ottosmini.com

©2005 MINI, a division of BMW of North America, LLC. The MINI name and logo are registered trademarks.

LET’S SIP,  NOT GUZZLE. Let’s leave the off-road vehicles
off road. Let’s stop pretending we live in the jungle. Let’s stop
intimidating each other. Let’s not use the size of our vehicle to
compensate for other shortcomings. Let’s reclaim our garage space.
Let’s be nimble. Let’s be quick. Let’s be honest. LET’S MOTOR.®
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vices to an impressive new level by
integrating the Association’s member-
ship database.

The site allows you to “personalize”
your home page with a list of your
Section and Committee affiliations, fav-
orite news feeds, favorite Web addres-
ses and other information. Personaliz-
ing the site is quick and easy, and the
benefit to members is substantial.

To personalize your home page,
simply click on “Member Log-in” on
the upper-right corner of the home
page. The first time you log in, you will
be asked to enter the following infor-
mation: User Name (your Philadelphia
Bar Association Member ID Number)
and Password (your first initial and last
name, all lowercase).

If you do not know your Member
ID Number, you can click on the words
“Need Help?” on the Login Box to re-
quest that your Member ID Number be
e-mailed to you.

Once you have successfully logged
in for the first time, a page will appear
that allows you to choose your own
User Name and Password for the
future.

Choose Your News Source
By completing this registration pro-

cess, your Section and Committee affil-
iations will automatically display on
your personalized home page. In addi-
tion, you can select from a menu of
news, financial and other special con-
tent services. Your personalized home
page will be automatically populated
based upon your own interests. For ex-
ample, you can select news feeds from
CNN, MSNBC, The Wall Street Journal, The
Washington Post, The New York Times and
the American Bar Association. Head-
lines will appear on your personalized
home page that link to the full story.

The headlines are made possible
through RSS (Really Simple Syndicat-
ion) news feeds, which are automati-
cally updated throughout the day, and
allow members to stay abreast of legal,
financial and popular news without
leaving their personalized home page.

You can also list your favorite Int-
ernet links, such as Amazon.com, for
your personalized home page.

Although non-members, and Asso-
ciation members who choose not to
register, will be unable to view person-
al information on philadelphiabar.org,
they will still be fully informed about
Association activities, and breaking
legal news, at the same Web address.

Members will also be able to pay
their dues online with a credit card,
view and edit their membership data-
base listing, view photo galleries from
Bar events, manage list serve subscrip-
tions, and enroll in discussion groups
with other attorneys in their practice
areas.

The Web site also features a new,
easier-to-use navigation system that

allows members and visitors to find
the information they need quickly, in a
more user-friendly horizontal tab for-
mat.

“The Web site is one of our most
important and valued membership
benefits,” said Chancellor Andrew A.
Chirls. “The new philadelphiabar.org is
a fresh, vibrant site, featuring the latest
technology. It provides our members
with exciting new ways to interact with
the Association and take advantage of
its many services. We want the Bar
Association’s home page to be the first
place our members turn every day for
Bar Association news, and for local and
national legal information.”

New and Enhanced Features
Some of philadelphiabar.org’s other

new or enhanced features include:
• Improved Member Services –
In addition to updating their member-
ship profile and viewing their section
and committee memberships, members
can immediately join a new section or
committee. They also can reserve meet-
ing space online.
• Modernized calendar – The Bar
Association’s calendar of events will be
presented in an easy-to-read grid for-
mat, rather than the previous cumber-
some single-page format. Members can
click on an event, such as a Quarterly
Meeting Luncheon, view detailed infor-
mation about it, register, enter a credit
card number and pay–all at
once–regardless of whether it is a spe-
cial event or routine committee or sec-
tion lunch meeting.
• Discussion boards – While the
popular network of more than 50 prac-
tice-specific list serves remains an imp-
ortant focus of the Bar’s e-services to
members, the new discussion boards
will enable members to post questions
for other attorneys in their areas of
practice, or respond to queries posted
by their colleagues.
• Member search – You can search
for contact information for other
Section members. Simply enter the last
name of the member for whom you
are searching. Search results will dis-
play the full name, firm and e-mail
address of other Section members.
Searches are restricted, so you must be

a member of a Section in order to view
contact information for other Section
members.

Updates Available
Additionally, the Web site will link

to the The Legal Directory Online, a sub-
scription-based service (thelegaldirec-
tory.org) that offers easy online lookup
of attorneys in The Legal Directory 2005,
with contact information, areas of con-
centration, law firm profiles and more.
Subscribers to this service also can
update their Legal Directory profile
online at any time.

The new philadelphiabar.org will
provide services to members aimed at
surpassing those found on other bar
association Web sites, and fulfills the
Association’s goal of creating a person-
alized and interactive online presence
that provides members with many rea-
sons to visit the site daily. The Web site
contains numerous enhancements, and
the differences between the old and
new designs are dramatic. The new site
simply looks better, with a horizontal
design that fits better on today’s larger
computer monitors. The text is easier
to read, the colors brighter, and there is
far less clutter.

As a result, visitors can more easily
distinguish among news, event listings,
and advertisements and other promo-
tional messages. While these changes
may appear to be cosmetic, they are
just one aspect of a revision that en-
compasses every aspect of the site.
After perusing the home page, mem-
bers and visitors can click on the many
tabs just below the Association’s logo,
and navigate easily around the site. For
example, clicking on the “Member
Center” tab will bring up links to Web
pages that will allow members to up-
date their profiles, explore various
member benefits, participate in list
serves and join the Lawyer Referral and
Information Service. Similarly, visitors
can navigate to all of the Association’s
specialized sections and committees
from the eponymously named “Sec-
tions and Committees” tab.

As another example, philadelphia-
bar.org visitors who click on the “Pub-
lications and Resources” tab will see
past and current issues of Association

publications, including The Philadelphia
Lawyer and the Philadelphia Bar Reporter
monthly newspaper.

The goal of the new philadelphia-
bar.org was to create a Web site that
members not only would visit, but
would make a regular part of their
daily activities. One result of the re-
design is a Web site that features the
news and information Association
members need most  - displayed in an
easy-to-use format.

The Bar Association unveiled its
current Web site in 2000, and at the
time it was a state-of-the-art product.
In the ensuing years, however, the site
had become somewhat dated.

Consequently, in 2003, under the
leadership of Chancellor Audrey C.
Talley, the Association sought propos-
als to reinvigorate the site and trans-
form it into a dynamic, member-
friendly portal that members would
use more frequently as a resource, and
not simply a destination to verify the
time of an upcoming meeting.

Chancellor Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua
made the creation of the new Web site
a priority, and the design work began
during his year and continued under
the leadership of Chancellor Chirls. The
Association’s Web Site RFP Committee
was of invaluable assistance to the
project.  Members of that Committee
include Gregory Mathews (chair);
Sandra Jeskie, Rudolph Garcia and
Thomas Mahoney. The new Web site
improves upon the old site’s best fea-
tures and adds customizable content
that will, the Association believes, give
members and visitors a reason to
return frequently.

Association member Daniel J. Siegel contributed to this
article.

WEB SITE
continued from page 1

Web
check√

The Philadelphia Bar Association
invites you to explore the site and
welcomes your comments and sug-
gestions. Please send all comments
to webmaster@philabar.org.

Photo galleries from Bar Association events will also be available on the new version of philadelphiabar.org.

PHILADELPHIA
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GANN LAW BOOKS

Practical Publications For 
Pennsylvania Practitioners 

Public & Private

Ready to “tie one on”
for a good cause?

s t a r t  p r a c t i c i n g  n o w .

The 4th Annual
Pink Tie Ball®

Saturday, October 15, 2005, 6:00 pm
The Ritz-Carlton, Philadelphia

A Fundraiser For the Fight Against 
Breast Cancer

Featuring Fabulous Live and 
Silent Auctions

Sponsored by:
The Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation 
Philadelphia Affiliate

To make reservations 
or for more information, 

please call: 215-238-8900.

“Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Business – A One-Day Law Marketing
Seminar for the Busy Attorney” is pre-
ceded by a day of technology program-
ming in conjunction with the ABA Law
Practice Management Fall Meeting in
Philadelphia on Oct. 20 to 22.

A one-day primer on business
development efforts and strategies will
be held at the Loews Hotel in Philadel-
phia on Friday, Oct. 21, developed by
the Law Practice Management section
of the American Bar Association, in
conjunction with the Philadelphia Bar
Association. The full day program,
including breakfast, lunch, promotional
gifts and written materials is only $195.

“This is the most comprehensive
one-day marketing program ever cre-
ated, by attorneys for attorneys,” said
Micah Buchdahl, Education Board
Chair for the ABA Law Practice
Management Section.

“For less than $200, lawyers and law
firm staff will learn about every key
area of business development being
utilized today,” he said.

Program highlights include:
• What Women (In-House Counsel)

Want – A panel of in-house counsel
from Comcast, GlaxoSmithKline and
Gannett Co. discuss what they are
looking for from outside counsel.
Sponsored by the ABA Women

Rainmakers.
• Extreme Marketing Makeover

10x10 – The ultimate two-hour pro-
gram hitting on the hottest areas of law
firm marketing today, featuring 10
speakers for ten minutes each, dis-
cussing budgeting, ethics, publications,
trade shows, sales coaching, client sur-
veys, pro bono and charitable founda-
tions, alumni relations, recruiting and
proposals.

• Branding: Will Law Firms Ever Get
It Right? – This working luncheon,
sponsored by American Lawyer Media,
has an expert panel of expert brand
marketers, from the law firm perspec-
tive (Bob Gero of Milbank), marketing
communications agency (Alan Shar-
avsky of Sharavsky Communications)
and successful blue chip corporation
branders (Ivy Brown, Brand Franchise
Director, Johnson & Johnson/McNeil

Nutritionals).
• Internet Marketing Excellence –

Where Does It End, and How Do I
Begin? – From Web sites, blogs and
extranets to specialty sites, adwords
and search engine optimization, a
panel of the nation’s top law Web
experts discuss how to move forward
online. For the first time ever, the
founders of Visalaw.com, Findlaw.com
and Justia.com, InternetMarketing-
Attorney.com, and the CMO of
Bullivant.com come together to offer
trends and tips to success.

• The Art of Effective Public &
Media Relations – From the prepara-
tion of press releases to development
of media contacts, attorney and
founder of Infinite PR, Jamie Diaferia,
moderates a panel of journalists and
publishers.

Local law firms participating as
speakers in this seminar include Saul
Ewing LLP; Reed Smith LLP; Young
Conaway, Volpe and Koenig; Pepper
Hamilton, LLP; Drinker Biddle & Reath
LLP; Post & Schell, P.C.; Duane Morris
LLP; and Schnader, Harrison Segal &
Lewis.

Prior to the marketing program, a
full day on e-filing and e-discovery
will take place on Thursday, Oct 20.
Registration is available for either day,
or both.

Web
check

For more information on the ABA
Law Practice Management meet-
ings and program, including online
registration and an update of facul-
ty and sponsors, please visit
www.lawpractice.org/fallmeeting.

√
Marketing Seminar for Lawyers Oct. 21 Marshall

Anniversary
Event Oct. 11

To mark the 250th anniversary
of U.S. Supreme Court Chief
Justice John Marshall’s birth, the
National Constitution Center, in
partnership with the Bar Associa-
tion, will welcome Judge Roger
Gregory of the Fourth Circuit
Court of Appeals to offer a trib-
ute to Marshall on Tuesday, Oct.
11 at the NCC, 525 Arch St., at 12
p.m.

Admission is $6 for students;
$9 for NCC and Bar Association
members and $12 for non-mem-
bers. You also can purchase a box
lunch for a combined rate of $25,
which will be available at 11:45
a.m. Food is not permitted in the
auditorium.

The program is also a way for
the NCC to express its gratitude
to the Bar Association for loaning
the Center its portrait of Marshall
by Henry Inman, which is dis-
played in the NCC.

To reserve your place, call
(215) 409-6700 or e-mail national-
programs@constitutioncenter.org.
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selection system provides a
forum for discussion of im-
portant legal issues tradition-
ally ignored outside of court-
house walls.

Roberts, a judge on the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit,
held a variety of legal posi-
tions in previous administra-
tions, followed by a career as
a noted appellate lawyer.
Many of the questions posed
by committee members ex-
plored Judge Roberts’ role in
developing and advocating
legal positions taken during
his career. These questions
provided spectators with an
opportunity to consider the
nominee’s legal experience.
The hearing also afforded an
opportunity for onlookers to
evaluate Judge Roberts’ tem-
perament, demeanor and
depth of legal knowledge
when faced with difficult
questions concerning nuan-
ced legal issues. In an elected
judicial system, however, un-
related political considerat-
ions often obfuscate a pro-
spective judge’s qualifications,
temperament, demeanor and

legal knowledge.
An additional benefit of

the federal judicial selection
system is that it highlights
important legal issues that
ordinarily do not receive
much attention. While much
of the Roberts hearing
focused on big-picture issues
such as abortion and civil
rights, committee members
and Judge Roberts held collo-
quies on often-overlooked

topics such as eminent
domain, the role of the federal
judiciary and respect for pre-
cedent and stare decisis. Of
course, lawyers understand
that stare decisis is an important
principle affecting nearly ev-
ery issue within the legal
realm. But, absent public dis-
cussion, the general public is
likely to confuse stare decisis
with a Vincent Van Gogh
painting. In a remarkable turn

of events, the Roberts hearing
brought stare decisis to the
forefront in The Philadelphia Inq-
uirer, The New York Times, Wash-
ington Post and other major
media outlets. In an elected
judicial system, however, dis-
cussion of seemingly abstract
concepts such as stare decisis
are either ignored because
they lack vote-getting poten-
tial, or lost to the white noise
generated by the political

process and simultaneous
campaigns.

We can learn a great deal
from the nomination and
confirmation hearing of Judge
John Roberts. We should not,
however, myopically view the
hearing merely as an oppor-
tunity to assess Judge Roberts,
or even his views on impor-
tant legal issues. While those
two fundamental aspects of
the hearing are incredibly im-
portant, we should also use
this rare opportunity to ob-
serve the federal judicial sel-
ection system in action. Just
as the federal judicial selec-
tion system showcases indi-
vidual nominees, this high
visibility hearing also show-
cased the process for selecting
judges in the federal system.

As stakeholders in the le-
gal field, Philadelphia law-
yers should carefully consider
not just the effect that Judge
Roberts’ nomination (and po-
tential confirmation) will have
on the law, but the effect that
the process itself could, and
perhaps should, have on the
manner of judicial selection in
Pennsylvania.

Christopher L. Soriano and Scott A.
Caulfield are associates with WolfBlock.

ROBERTS
continued from page 7

THE LEGAL DIRECTORY 2006 UPDATE WILL BEGIN SOON!

We need your help to make sure The Legal Directory has the most accurate and complete 
information. Please be sure to fill out your update forms when they arrive over the next few
months. Once again this year, the update process can easily be completed online.

New to the area? 
Contact us to be added to our database.

If you are new to your position, please contact us to
ensure you receive your firm's update package.

ATTORNEYS

FIRM 
ADMINISTRATORS

>>>>

>>>>

A LIMITED NUMBER OF
COPIES OF THE LEGAL

DIRECTORY 2005
ARE STILL AVAILABLE!

To order, visit
www.thelegaldirectory.org

The Legal Directory 2006 will not
be published until April 2006.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE HIGH-IMPACT, 
LOW-COST LISTING ENHANCEMENTS FOR 2006!

Questions? Please contact us at 410-828-0120 x503 or legaldirectory@mediatwo.com

u
Used by more than25,000Lawyers, Legal SupportStaff, Government and Court Officials

ATTORNEY UPGRADES

PRINT DIRECTORY UPGRADES

•  Additional Areas of Concentration
•  Bold Master Index Listing

ONLINE DIRECTORY UPGRADES

•  Bold Listing
•  Expanded Listing

FIRM UPGRADES

ONLINE DIRECTORY
UPGRADES

•  Link to Firm Web Site
•  Bold Listing
•  Expanded Listing

Chancellor Andrew A. Chirls answers a question from CBS 3 Eyewitness News anchor Marc Howard dur-
ing the taping of “Eyewitness Newsmakers” on Sept. 9. Chirls discussed the Senate Judiciary
Committee’s confirmation hearings of Judge John Roberts. The interview was televised on Sept. 11.
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Chancellor Discusses Roberts Hearings
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Gregory B.
Williams, a part-
ner at Fox
Rothschild LLP, has
been appointed as
a Hearing
Committee member
serving the
Disciplinary Board

of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania,
and as a member of the eFiling
Committee serving the Supreme Court
of Delaware.

Julie B.
Negovan, a mem-
ber of Cozen
O’Connor, was
recently elected
president of the
Warwick Township
Republican Club
Executive Board,

which organizes fundraisers and helps
with volunteer efforts on local cam-
paigns.

Robert A. Korn,
a principal with
Kaplin Stewart
Meloff Reiter &
Stein, P.C., has been
appointed to the
Planning Commis-
sion of Whitemarsh
Township, Pa.

Carl Anthony
Maio, a member
of Fox Rothschild
LLP, has been
appointed
International
Reinsurance Law
Chair by the
International

Association of Defense Counsel.

David A.
Gradwohl, a
partner with Fox
Rothschild LLP, was
a guest speaker at
the Pennsylvania
School Board
Association’s
Summer Law and

Governance Workshop on July 16 in
Lancaster, Pa.

John F. Gullace of Manko, Gold,
Katcher & Fox, LLP was a speaker at
the Montgomery Bar Association’s CLE
seminar “New and Timely
Environmental Law Topics” on Aug. 2.

Leon R. Barson, a shareholder with
Adelman Lavine Gold and Levin, A
Professional Corporation, discussed
“Restoring Companies to Health:

Bankruptcies and Turnarounds” at the
M & A Advisors 12th Annual
Conference and Expo in Chicago in
June.

Nicole C.
Whittington, an
associate at White
and Williams LLP,
has been appointed
to the National
Urban League
Board of Trustees,
effective Nov. 1.

Bonnie A. Sheehan, a member of
Fox Rothschild LLP, has been accepted
into the Class of 2006 Community
Leadership Institute of the Indian
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

Joseph P. Stampone, founder and
principal shareholder of Stampone
D’Angelo Renzi DiPiero was knighted
in Italy as a “Cavalieri di Cristo” with
the Templar Order. This high honor is
bestowed on those of Italian ancestry
who demonstrate loyalty to their
Italian heritage while giving back to
the community philanthropically.

Gaetan J.
Alfano, founding
shareholder of
Miller Alfano &
Raspanti, has been
appointed to the
Delaware River
Joint Toll Bridge
Commission by

Pennsylvania Gov. Edward G. Rendell.

Jacob C. Cohn, a
member of Cozen
O’Connor, recently
discussed “The
Asbestos Bankrupt-
cy Landscape” at
the Mealey’s Asbes-
tos Litigation 101
Conference in New

Orleans.

Cynthia M. Philo, executive direc-
tor of Philadelphia’s Old City District,
has been appointed a member of the
Executive Board for the Citizens Crime
Commission of the Delaware Valley.

Michael H.
Krekstein, a
partner with
Fineman Krekstein
& Harris, P.C., has
been elected to his
ninth two-year
term on the Board
of Trustees of the

Jewish Federation of Greater
Philadelphia.

Neil A. Stein, a principal with Kaplin
Stewart Meloff Reiter & Stein, P.C. , dis-
cussed “The Nuts and Bolts of the Plan
Approval Process” at the Lorman semi-

nar on “Advanced Zoning and Land
Use in Pennsylvania” on Aug. 11.

Marsha F.
Santangelo,
M.D., an attorney
at The Beasley Firm,
LLC, has been elect-
ed to the Board of
Directors of the
Philadelphia Trial
Lawyers

Association.

Judith Widman, a sole practitioner,
was a speaker at the Pennsylvania Bar
Institute program “Tax Consequences
in Divorce: Avoiding the Pitfalls” on
Aug. 18.

James J.
DeMarco Jr. of
DeMarco &
DeMarco, P.C., has
been appointed as
ward attorney for
the 48th Ward in
South Philadelphia.

Marc S. Raspanti, a founding
shareholder of Miller, Alfano &
Raspanti P.C., discussed “The
Criminalization of Regulated Conduct
and Handling the Defense of a
Criminal Investigation” at the Federal
Bar Association’s Annual Meeting in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on Sept. 22- 24.

David B.
Pudlin, president
of Hangley
Aronchick Segal &
Pudlin, discussed
“The Balancing Act:
Striking a Work-Life
Balance” at the
Professional

Women’s Roundtable Breakfast Panel
on Sept. 27 at the offices of Grant
Thornton in Philadelphia.

Richard J. Perr,
a partner with
Fineman Krekstein
& Harris P.C., has
been appointed
Pennsylvania state
compliance chair of
the Members Attor-
ney Program of

ACA International, the trade associa-
tion of credit and collection profes-
sionals.

John R.
Washlick, a
member of Cozen
O’Connor, has been
appointed to serve
a third term as chair
of the hospitals and
health system prac-
tice group of the

American Health Lawyers Association.

Roberta D. Liebenberg, a partner
at Fine, Kaplan and Black, R.P.C., has
been appointed to the American Bar
Association’s Standing Committee on
Federal Judiciary, a panel that evaluates
and rates judicial nominees for federal
courts, including the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Amy Clothier Gaudion, an associ-
ate with Hangley Aronchick Segal &
Pudlin, has been reappointed to the
Pennsylvania Commission for Women
by Gov. Edward G. Rendell.

Jules Epstein, a
visiting associate
professor at
Widener University
School of Law,
moderated a panel
on “Emerging Legal
Issues with Science
and Police

Investigation Tools” at the National
Conference on Science, Technology and
the Law in St. Petersburg, Fla., on Sept.
12 to 14.

Joseph S. Ziccardi, a sole practi-
tioner and retired colonel in the U.S.
Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps,
has been reappointed as civilian aide
to Secretary of the Army Francis J.
Harvey.

Alfred J.
Carlson, a part-
ner with Martin,
Banks, Pond,
Lehocky & Wilson,
participated in the
National Bar Instit-
ute’s seminar “Adv-
anced Workers

Compensation in Pennsylvania” on
Aug. 11 in Philadelphia.

Jay Barry Harris, a senior partner
with Fineman Krekstein & Harris, P.C,
recently presented the defense per-
spective at the Pennsylvania Bar
Institute seminar “Litigating Tractor
Trailer Accidents.”

Richard M. Jurewicz, a partner
with Galfand Berger, LLP, was a faculty
member at the Pennsylvania Bar
Institute's "Defending the Back Injury
Case" CLE seminar on Aug. 11.

Names Are News
“People” highlights news of

members’ awards, honors or
appointments of a civic or com-
munity nature. Information may
be sent to Jeff Lyons, Managing
Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter,
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia,
Pa. 19107-2911. Fax: (215) 238-1267.
E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

Photos are also welcome.
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The Shops at Borders Books
515 Rt. 73 South

Marlton, NJ 08053
856.596.8600
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