
by Jeff Lyons

Philadelphia District
Attorney Lynne Abraham is
looking for senior lawyers to
help her department’s Elder
Justice Project assist older
adults who are victims of
crime.

“Through the help of the
Bar Association, we have 13
or 14 senior lawyers already
involved in the program,” she
said of the nearly two-year-
old project.

Abraham said the volun-
teer attorneys meet the elder
crime victims before their

hearing and “literally and fig-
uratively” hold their hands
and go over the entire court
procedure. 

“You have no idea how
important it is to have some-
one close to (the victims’) age
with them,” Abraham told
the Association’s Board of
Governors at its Sept. 20
meeting. 

The Elder Justice Project
arranges for local attorneys
to act as advocates and
accompany victims to hear-
ings. At trial, they give vic-
tims support and assistance
but do not provide any actu-

al legal representation.
The volunteer attorneys

make emergency referrals
and keep track of the case for
the victims, as well as act as
liaison between victims and
the assistant district attorney
prosecuting the case. They
help victims access commu-
nity resources, answer ques-
tions about police and court
procedures and provide
crime prevention informa-
tion. They also arrange trans-
portation to court hearings if
victims are unable to travel
on their own.

Elder Justice Project Seeks Senior Lawyers
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by Daniel A. Cirucci

Philadelphia Bar
Association Chancellor Carl S.
Primavera has announced that
Thursday, Oct. 11 will be a day
of “remembrance, renewal and
resolve” for the city’s legal
community, centering around
a morning observance begin-
ning at 8 a.m. in the confer-
ence center at the PNC
Building, on the third floor at
1600 Market St.

Primavera is asking all city
law offices to begin the day
with a moment of silence
scheduled as close as possible
to the 8:48 a.m. hour of the
initial attack on America on
Sept. 11.

“The date of Oct. 11 — one
month after the attack — will
give us an opportunity to
remember those who were
lost, renew our commitment to
the rule of law, and resolve to

move forward with strength
and unity,” Primavera
explained. Those attending the
observance at PNC may begin
assembling at 8 a.m. for light
refreshments. The free pro-
gram will officially begin
promptly at 8:30 a.m. and is
expected to conclude by 9:15
a.m. so that participants may
return to their offices. It will
feature comments from leaders
of the bench and bar, with
principal remarks from
Villanova University Law
School Dean Mark A. Sargent.

Participation on site will be
limited to the first 200 people
to respond. To reserve a place
at the program, call Vikki
Savage at (215) 238-6300, or
send e-mail to Elaine Lippe at
elippe@philabar.org stating
your name, firm name and
your phone number.

Primavera said arrange-

continued on page 5

Board
Receives
Election
Update

Memorial
Ceremony
Set for Oct. 11

Senator Welcomes New
American Citizens

U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) addresses newly naturalized citizens
sworn in on Constitution Day (Sept. 17) in ceremonies at the U.S.
Courthouse. More photos, Page 10.

Lynne Abraham

by Jeff Lyons

The Board of Governors has
been updated on procedures
for the upcoming Dec. 4 Bar
Association elections as a result
of the bylaw amendment
approved in April allowing
mail balloting.

According to Henry J.
Lunardi, the Board’s judge of
elections, the Association on
Nov. 1 will send out to the
members a brochure announc-
ing the specifics of the Annual
Meeting and in-person voting.
No candidates will be named
in the brochure.

Once the Nominating
Committee has made its nomi-
nations public, additional can-
didate nominations may be
made in writing and must be
filed 30 days before the Dec. 4

continued on page 14



by Carl S. Primavera

“TERRORISM” 
That’s what the cover screamed in

big red letters in the September issue
of our Bar Association magazine. And
the cover asked the question: “Is the
U.S. ready?” 

If you think you missed this issue,
think again. 

The magazine appeared 22 years
ago, in 1979. 

Even then, one quarter of all terror-
ist attacks catalogued throughout the
world were directed against the United
States. In asking that we prepare our-
selves for a possible further escalation
of terrorist attacks against our nation,
the lead article in that issue cited five
important elements of an anti-terror-
ism strategy: better intelligence; tighter
security; close interagency working
relationships; selective and flexible tac-
tical response capabilities; and mobi-
lization of an international consensus. 

“The more things change . . .” 
Our President and Congress are

surely dealing with every single one of
these elements right now. Only this
time, the hour may be perilously late
and the urgency is surely very real. 

There is another important and
startlingly timely observation in this
article that appeared in what was then
known as The Shingle (now The
Philadelphia Lawyer) magazine. It is this
warning by the author, Anthony C. E.
Quainton: “We must withstand the
pressures . . . to take repressive mea-
sures. Ours is an open and free society
and terrorists have not been allowed

and must not be allowed to change
that.” 

Admittedly, the author made this
observation at a time when he had the
luxury of declaring that many of the
dangers of terrorism remained “hypo-
thetical,” and he also observed that ter-
rorism could still be viewed as “a rela-
tively minor problem in comparison
with the many other pressing econom-
ic, social and political priorities of the
planet and of our country.” 

Now of course, terrorism is the
paramount problem. It is ever-threat-
ening, immediate and overwhelming. 

But these new realities would seem
to make the preservation of our basic
freedoms only more important, not
less. For what we face now is a frontal
assault on democracy and the rule of
law. Our enemies seek the destruction
of freedom and liberty by whatever
means necessary, and they’d be
delighted to have us assist them by
bowing to our own fears and baser
instincts. 

Faced with all of this, what can we
do as lawyers? In our work and in our
daily lives, are there ways that we can
help? I think there are. 

First, we must defend and protect
the rule of law. That means respecting
the law and proudly serving the justice
system with integrity, dignity and a
true sense of professionalism. We have
an important job to do every day. Let’s
do it with a sense of respect for one
another and concern for our clients. 

Second, we need to fight hatred,
prejudice and destructive scapegoating
at every turn. Those who seek to
destroy us would first divide us. We
need to bring people together and
work to increase understanding among
all those who seek to do good. That
means getting involved in pro bono
and also reaching out to help people in
our communities, schools, places of
worship, etc. 

Third, we need to work to resolve
disputes wherever and whenever we
can. Abraham Lincoln was right when
he urged us to be “peacemakers” and
“never stir up litigation.” The last thing
our society needs right now is added
contentiousness. We have enough to
cope with. Our plate is full. We should
all latch onto the quiet spirit of coop-
eration of these recent days and keep it
with us into the future. Be conciliatory
and let the rest take care of itself.

Remember Lincoln: “There will be
business enough.” 

Finally, let us not neglect our spiri-
tual lives and the need for reflection
and resolve. We must remember the
victims and their families and all those
who serve so selflessly and heroically
and we must pray for them and for our
leaders during this long ordeal. Let us
stay close to our families as well and
take time with our children as we seek
healing and renewal. 

As we move ahead, I know that the
forward-looking spirit and insight that
characterized this Association 200 years
ago as well as 22 years ago will contin-
ue to be our guide. 

We have much to offer. We must be
generous, committed and ready for
tomorrow. 

Carl S. Primavera, partner in the law firm of Kl e h r,
H a rrison, Harvey, Branzburg and Ellers LLP, is
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association. His e-
mail address is ch a n c e l l o r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g
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F R O N T L I N E

What Law yers Can Do in Wake of At t a ck

by Daniel A. Cirucci

Association Chancellor Carl S.
Primavera is urging all members of the
Philadelphia legal community to “con-
tinue to support our nation’s response
to the horrific events of Sept. 11” while
also “assuming a sense of normalcy in
our daily lives and daily activities.”

The Chancellor said the response
from Philadelphia law firms to groups
such as the Red Cross and other mobi-
lized regional and national efforts “has
been tremendous just as we knew it
would be. Philadelphia lawyers, judges,
paralegals, law clerks, legal secretaries
and support staff have all responded
and continue to respond.”

“This is a time to remember, rebuild,
renew and resolve,” Primavera ob-
served.

“At the same time,” he added, “I
notice that people are coming out for
many Bar-related events, workshops,

meetings and activities and this is good
as well. I see people stopping a bit
longer to chat with one another on the
street. I see our friends and colleagues
showing more concern for and about
one another. I see people taking more
time, understanding the true value of
human relationships. I think this has
put everything in a new perspective,
reminding us of the important things
in life and our responsibility to one
another and to our community.”

The Chancellor urged Bar members
to “get involved, come out to
Association events and take time to be
with your colleagues. We have an
important quarterly luncheon planned
on Oct. 24, the Bar Foundation’s
Andrew Hamilton Ball on Nov. 10, our
Annual Meeting on Dec. 4 and so
many other events and activities lined
up. Our plans have not changed. We
are moving ahead, and there are many
opportunities for us to come together

as a professional family and do good
for our profession and our community.
This is what we are all about,” the
Chancellor explained.

“When the President of the United
States asks us to move on with our
lives and contribute to our society as
caring and responsible citizens this is
what he’s talking about.”

Primavera also urged continued
support for the Philadelphia Bar
Foundation because “upholding the
rule of law and providing equal access
to justice for all is more important now
than ever before.” He noted that “we
have a rare opportunity now to take on
the really important work before us
and show that we truly care about one
another.”

“The darkness of Sept. 11 can be
answered by the bright light of
renewed commitment by each one of
us in so many positive ways,” he con-
cluded.

Chancellor Urges Return to Normalcy

We have much to offer. We must be generous, committed and ready for

tomorrow. 
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October Quarterly Meeting

Barnett to Speak; Honors for Late Ju d g e
by Jeff Lyons

The Bar Association will honor the
late Judge Judith J. Jamison with its
annual Sandra Day O’Connor Award at
the Wednesday Oct. 24 Quarterly
Meeting and Luncheon at the Park
Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue.

Martha W. Barnett, immediate-past
president of the American Bar
Association, will be the keynote speak-
er at the event, which begins at noon.

The award, presented by the
Association’s Women in the Profession
Committee, is given to a woman attor-
ney who has demonstrated superior
legal talent, achieved significant legal
accomplishments and has furthered
the advancement of women in both
the profession and the community. 

Judge Jamison joined Cozen
O’Connor in July 1997 as Of Counsel in
the Estate Planning and Administration
Department. From 1974 to 1990, she
was a judge in the Philadelphia Court
of Common Pleas, where she was the
first woman to serve as an Orphans’
Court judge in Pennsylvania. She also
served as a special deputy attorney
general, special assistant attorney gen-
eral and assistant attorney general for

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Judge Jamison died on August 11.

She was 76.
Barnett, a partner in the global law

firm of Holland & Knight LLP in
Tallahassee, Fla., was the second
woman president of the American Bar
Association. She began her one-year
term at the close of the association’s
2000 Annual Meeting in London.
Barnett is immediate-past chair of the

Public Law Department at Holland &
Knight and is a member of its Directors
Committee. 

In 1994, Barnett became the first
woman to chair the ABA’s policy-mak-
ing House of Delegates, of which she
had been a member since 1984. She
served on the ABA Board of Governors
from 1986 to 1989, and then again from
1994 to 1996 in her capacity as chair of
the House of Delegates. Since 1997 she

has served on the Executive Board of
the Central and East European Law
Initiative, and from 1990 to 1996 was
on the Board of Editors of the ABA
Journal. 

Barnett has held leadership posi-
tions in a variety of ABA entities,
including as chair of the ABA Assembly
Resolutions Committee (1991-94), the
Board of Governors Finance Committee
(1988-89), the Commission on Public
Understanding About the Law (1990-
93), the Consortium on Legal Services
and the Public (1996), and chair of the
Section of Individual Rights and
Responsibilities (1984-85). She served
on the Executive Council of the Section
of Legal Education and Admissions to
the Bar from 1990 to 1994 and served
on the Council from 1996 to 1999. 

Barnett has also been active in the
Florida Bar, the Tallahassee Women
Lawyers Association and the
Tallahassee Bar Association. She has
served on the executive councils of the
Tax Section and the Public Interest Law
Section of the Florida Bar, and is a past
president and former member of the
Board of Directors of the Florida
Lawyers Prepaid Legal Services
Corporation. 

Martha W. Barnett Judge Judith J. Jamison

Please make          reservations for the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Quarterly Meeting
and Luncheon. Tickets are $40 for members and $45 for non-members. Checks should be
made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association.

Name:

Firm:

Address:

Phone:                                                         Fax: 

E-Mail:

Philadelphia Bar Association Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon

Wednesday, October 24 at Noon at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue
• Featuring keynote speaker Martha W. Barnett, immediate-past president of the American Bar Association

• Posthumous presentation of the Sandra Day O’Connor Award to Judge Judith J. Jamison

C redit card payments should be faxed to Bar Headquarters at (215) 238-1267.

Credit Cardholder:

Visa                          MasterCard                         American Express

Card number:

Expiration date:

Signature:

R e t u rn to:
Quarterly Meeting
Philadelphia Bar Association
1101 Market St., 11th fl.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911

The Philadelphia Bar Reporter wel-
comes law-related submissions for
publication. Articles relating to a spe-
cific practice area, commentary, book
reviews, and letters to the editors are
welcome. Letters must be signed to
verify authorship, but names will be
withheld upon request. All submis-
sions will be promptly considered by

the Bar Reporter Editorial Board.
Printed articles should be typed

double-spaced. Editors request that
those submitting electronically note
which word processing program and
version was used to create the file or
e-mail attachment. Editors reserve the
right to condense for clarity, style and
space considerations.

Articles and/or requests for publi-
cation may be mailed, faxed or e-
mailed and should be directed to: Jeff
Lyons, Managing Editor, Philadelphia
Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 1101 Market St., 11th
floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911.
Phone: (215) 238-6345. Fax: (215) 238-
1267. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

Send Us 
Your News,

Views, Photos
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The Real Property Section will hold
its Annual Meeting during a luncheon
at Loews Philadelphia Hotel, 12th and
Market streets, on Thursday, Nov. 8, at
noon.  

The guest speaker at this year’s
annual meeting will be developer
Willard Rouse.  The Good Deed Award
will be presented posthumously to
Sylvan M. Cohen, in honor of his life-
time contributions to the practice of

real property law.
Elections will be held, with candi-

dates as follows: vice chair: Joanne
Phillips; treasurer: Laura Fox; secretary:
Susan Kupersmith. The succession of
vice chair Glenn Hing, to the position
of chair of the Section, is automatic. 

Three-Year Terms on the Executive
Board: David Blum, Ken Fleischer, Eric
Heinz, Loretta Kelly, Henry Schwartz 

One-Year (replacement for vacancy)

Term on the Executive Board: Robert
Schwartz. 

Additional nominations may be
made in accordance with the bylaws of
the Section, by written notice from any
member, seconded in writing by no
fewer than 10 members of the Section,
sent to the chair, Nina Segre, Mont-
gomery, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads,
LLP, 123 S. Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa.
19109.

Real Property Section to Present Good Deed Award

by Daniel A. Cirucci

The Philadelphia Bar
Association will reach more than
two million potential viewers with
a new weekly call-in TV program,
“Philadelphia LegalView” airing on
nearly all area Comcast outlets
throughout Philadelphia and in
parts of Montgomery County.

The half-hour live program will
debut on Tuesday, Oct. 16 at 9 p.m.
and run for 13 weeks, focusing on
a different law-related topic each
week.

A professional host/moderator
will welcome several Philadelphia
lawyer-guests each week who will
answer common legal questions
phoned in from area viewers. The
panelists will cover a wide range
of topics such as family law, con-
sumer affairs, wills and estates, real
estate law, criminal law, landlord-
tenant problems, workers’ com-
pensation, personal injury law,
employment law and credit and
bankruptcy. Guests will be selected
from the Association’s Lawyer
Referral and Information Service
panel, and the program will pro-
mote the Association’s LRIS, which
is one of the oldest and most suc-
cessful services of its type in the
country. Each year, LRIS answers
more than 60,000 inquiries from
Philadelphia-area residents.

Funding for “Philadelphia
LegalView” is provided by the LRIS
advertising fund collected from
LRIS panel members. While LRIS
has purchased print, radio and dis-
play advertising in the past, this is
its first foray into the area’s TV
market. “Philadelphia LegalView”
will be produced for the
Philadelphia Bar Association by
WPSJ-TV, Channel 8, an indepen-
dent outlet in South Jersey. WPSJ
successfully produces similar pro-
grams for the New Jersey State Bar
Association, Camden County Bar
Association and other professional
groups.

“Philadelphia LegalView” will
air every Tuesday evening on
Cable TV Channel 66 in Philadel-
phia and southwestern Montgom-
ery County. In southeastern Mont-
gomery County it will air on
Channel 66 beginning at 10 p.m.
via a one-hour tape delay

‘LegalView’
to Debut
on Comcast
on Oct. 16
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Looking for a special way 
to remember someone?

Through the Special Way to Remember program, you can
honor a colleague or loved one with a contribution to the
Philadelphia Bar Foundation. Since 1964 the Bar Foundation
has distributed millions of dollars in attorney gifts and other
funds to public interest groups that provide counsel and
assistance to the poor, disabled, elderly and children in our
c o m m u n i t y.  Your gift will help serve the needs of
Philadelphians who have nowhere else to turn for legal ser-
vices.

If you would like to make a gift to the Foundation as a
meaningful expression of respect, please call (215) 238-6334.

Births •  Deaths •  Marriages •  Anniversaries
Making Partner •  Passing the Bar

There is a new and relatively easy
way for Philadelphia’s young lawyers
to fulfill their obligations to support
public interest agencies, the Young
Lawyers Division of the Andrew
Hamilton Circle (YLD-AHC).  

The original Hamilton Circle was
started by the Philadelphia Bar
Foundation to build the Foundation’s
endowment, and currently has 295
members who have pledged $10,000
each, payable over 10 years, to the
endowment. The Foundation distrib-
utes grants annually to more than 30

law-related public interest organiza-
tions that assist the indigent, elderly
and disabled, as well as abused women
and children.

The YLD-AHC, endorsed unani-
mously by the YLD Executive
Committee at its meeting on Sept. 5,
requires a $300 commitment, payable
over three years. The Foundation will
soon be mailing a letter to all young
lawyers, and next month’s Bar Reporter
will contain an enrollment form.

Joel I. Fishbein, Thomas G. Kessler
and Molly Peckman are the YLD’s

trustees on the Foundation board and,
along with YLD Executive Committee
Chair James E. Elam IV, are the creators
and founding members of the YLD-
AHC. Fishbein and Peckman are both
former chairs of the YLD Executive
Committee.  

“Although the need for funding of
our public interest agencies is greater
than ever, many young lawyers have
not yet made contributions. Some of us
give our time by volunteering to staff
the cases but that is not enough.
Hopefully, the commitment is comfort-

able enough that all young lawyers
will consider joining,” Peckman said.

Members of the YLD-AHC will be
recognized in Association publications
and at an upcoming Association event
and will receive a keepsake for their
contributions. All proceeds from the
YLD-AHC will go toward the Michael
K. Smith Fellowship, which is managed
by the Foundation. The Fellowship
honors the memory of Michael K.
Smith, a former member of the YLD
Executive Committee who was dedicat-
ed to working with young people. 

The following letter was received by
Chancellor Carl S. Primavera from the
Lyon Bar Association in France, the sis-
ter association of the Philadelphia Bar.

Dear President,
The tragedy which has struck the

United States of America and which
much moved the American Bar, deeply

shocked the French Bar, and the Bar
members as well.

I and in the name of my Order, will
express my sincere emotion and our
true friendly feelings.

Please receive our kindest regards.
Jean-Marie Chanon
President of the Lyon, France Bar

Bar Foundation Forms YLD Hamilton Circle

Pa. Supreme Court Justice 
Meets With WIP Members

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Sandra Shultz Newman addresses members of
the Women in the Profession Committee at their Sept. 26 meeting. Newman discussed
issues confronting women attorneys as well as the recent terror attacks.

ments are being made to possibly
broadcast the program over the
Internet for those who are unable to
attend. “Those who cannot participate
by attendance will be invited to partici-

pate either through a planned audio-
cast or through their own observances
in their individual offices,” he
explained.

“This will be our way of coming
together as a legal community on
behalf of the ideals and principles
which we are determined to uphold.”

REMEMBRANCE
continued from page 1

Lyon Bar Offers Regards in Wake of Attacks

The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Speakers Bureau is all talk. Talking to stu-
dents who are curious about our court system. Talking to senior citizens who
want to know how to prepare for retirement. Talking about the law—from adop-
tion to zoning and everything in between. The Speakers Bureau sends lawyers
throughout the city to deliver informative presentations to community groups
who have requested a speaker.

The Association is now updating its list of volunteer lawyers who would like
to participate in the Speakers Bureau. Attorneys who are interested in sharing
their knowledge of the law with audiences in the Philadelphia area may contact
Bar Headquarters at (215) 238-6342 for complete information.

Topics offered by the Speakers Bureau:
Adoption procedure and law
AIDS and the law
Alternative Dispute Resolution
Arbitration
Bankruptcy and creditor’s rights
Buying or selling a home
Child abuse
Contracts
Consumer rights
Courts and the court system
Criminal law
Drug abuse/drug testing
Employment discrimination
Environmental law
Estate and gift taxation
Estate planning
Fair trials and free press
Family law
Human rights
Immigration and naturalization
Income tax laws
Insurance law
Judicial selection

Juvenile law
Landlord/tenant
Law as a profession
Marriage and divorce laws
Mediation
Medicine and the law
Negotiation
Obscenity and pornography
Patents, trademarks and copyrights
Personal injury law
Police misconduct
Politics and the law
Product liability
Real estate law
Senior citizens’ rights
Separation of church and state
Small business
Tax law
Trust and estate
Wills
Women’s rights
Workers’ compensation
Zoning

It’s all talk!



by James E. Elam IV

As my year as chair of the YLD
winds down, I am often asked what is
the next step in my progression
through the ranks of Bar leadership. In
that light, I am forced to examine
simultaneously the next step in my
career. This leads me to discuss a recur-
ring problem among lawyers and peo-
ple in general: lack of preparation for
the next phase of your career.

A legal career, like any other in life,
is one that will undoubtedly go
smoother if there is planning and
preparation along the way. Lawyers in
particular are often so rushed in their
nose-to-the-grindstone approach to
the practice, however, that the natural
progressions of the practice are not

included in career planning until far
too late. By taking steps to recognize
and reach your career goals and aspi-
rations, great strides can be made
toward hitting your desired mark.

Make sure you understand where it
is you believe you would like to go in
the profession. For example, if you are
a corporate lawyer seeking to create a
technology practice (although a bank-
ruptcy practice might serve you better
in this economy), join professional
associations and entrepreneurial soci-
eties filled with aspiring people (read:
non-lawyers) that you can learn and
grow with professionally. Attend the
networking functions that are involved
with the particular area so you can
meet the present players and identify
the future players. Keep current on
industry trades so you are conversant
in the particular dialogue. Subscribe to
Internet and print newsletters dealing
with the latest trends. Absorb as much

by James LaRosa and Gary Mintz

One question I get a lot from candi-
dates is “Should I send a cover letter
with my resume?” The answer is an
unequivocal “yes!” Fax cover sheets
should never be substituted for a cover
letter. Your cover letter is an important
part of your entire application package
and should not be undertaken without
a sufficient amount of research. It is an
opportunity for you to highlight your
qualifications, present more personal
aspects of yourself and your career
objectives, and to express your interest
in a particular employer and position.
Most importantly, it is a selling tool, a
chance to make you stand out among
other applicants and to persuade an
employer to hire you. 

Try to think of your cover letter as a
business proposal. It should not be a
plea for an interview but rather a per-
suasive letter outlining what makes
you a good candidate for the position
for which you are applying. Try to
focus on what the firm needs and the
special attributes you possess that sat-
isfy these needs.  

Here are some tips that will help
you in writing your cover letter.  

• Be brief. Your cover letter should
be no more than one page, usually
three-to-four paragraphs.  

• Keep paragraphs short. No more
than seven lines, and preferably five or
fewer. Try to vary the length of your
sentences. 

• Personalize your letter. Form cover
letters are easily spotted. Indicate why

you are interested in a particular
employer or area of law, and how you
came to know of the employer.

• Address your cover letter to the
appropriate person. Call ahead to get
the name of the hiring partner or
recruitment coordinator. Never use

Dear Sir/Dear Hiring Partners (unless
you are responding to a “blind ad”).  

• Avoid vague statements. Try to be
as specific as possible about your skills
and past experiences. 
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Career Planning and Placement
from

Career counseling and résumé review services
by appointment,

Mondays from 9 to 11 a.m. and Fridays from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
at Bar Headquarters. For an appointment, call Cindy Towers at 

(215) 751-9100, extension 301

Learn more at
www.juristaff.com or www.philadelphiabar.org

or call JuriStaff at (215) 751-9100, ext. 301.

JuriStaff, the only legal staffing agency endorsed by the Philadelphia Bar
Association, provides temporary, temporary-to-permanent and direct-hire

placements of attorneys, paralegals and support staff.

People’s
Law School
in Session

Career Corner

Treat Cover Letter as Business Proposal

Make Preparations Early
to Re a ch Your Career Go a l s

Y L D  U P D A T E

continued on page 7

continued on page 7

continued on page 15

by Genna M. Viozzi

At a time when a person can
seemingly be sued at the drop of
a hat, many people are feeling
confused about their legal rights.
Philadelphia-area residents are
not sitting idly by, however; they
are taking action to educate
themselves on areas of the law
that may affect their everyday
lives.

In an effort to reach out to the
community, the Young Lawyers
Division of the Philadelphia Bar
Association is holding its award-
winning People’s Law School
program in the Bonnell Building
Auditorium of Community
College of Philadelphia. Tuesday
nights, starting Sept. 25 and end-
ing Oct. 30, from 6 to 9 p.m, the
lecture-style auditorium is
bustling with Philadelphians
eager for a greater understanding
of the law and the court system.
The program is being held for
the third time since 1996.

“The People’s Law School is a
public service that we provide to
the community to educate them
on different areas of the law, let
them know what resources are
available, where they can go for
help, what agencies are out
there,” explained Dara Penn
Newman, co-chair of The
People’s Law School. “This course
will provide people with the
basic knowledge they need so
they’ll know what to do prior to
contacting an attorney. This
knowledge gives them a feeling
of being in control, not power-
less.”

For just $35, which includes
the course book, students receive
basic, nontechnical knowledge
on the areas of the law most like-
ly to impact their lives: an
overview of the court system;
bankruptcy law; employment
law; personal injury/torts; crimi-
nal law; landlord-tenant law; real
estate law; wills and estate plan-
ning; family law; consumer law;
constitutional law; and workers’
compensation.

The response has been over-
whelming. Although the exact
number of registrants was not
available at press time, it is
expected to be well over 200 stu-
dents - a record-breaking num-



• Do not use too many adjectives or
adverbs. Every potential candidate is
“organized,”  “committed,”  “dedicated”
and “hard working.” Remember, the
purpose of the cover letter is to state
what you can do for the firm.  

• Mention a recommending person’s
name in the first paragraph.

• Always indicate the position
applied for.

• Use good quality bond paper. Use
the same color and type of paper you
use for your resume.

• Margins should be 1.5 inches, and
never be less than 1.25 inches.  

• Don’t get fancy when it comes to
typeface. Remember, many employers
are going to scan your resume into a
central database. Use a simple font like
Times Roman with an 11 or 12 point
size. 

Remember, the cover letter is your
introduction to potential employers.  It
is quite often their first impression of
you. When drafting your cover letter,
keep the above tips in mind and make
certain there are no spelling or gram-
matical errors.  

James LaRosa and Gary Mintz are recruiters with
J u ri S t a f f, the exclusively endorsed legal staffing agency of
the Philadelphia Bar Association. LaRosa can be reach e d
at (215) 751 - 9100, extension 302 or by e-mail at
j l a r o sa @ j u ri s t a f f.com; Mintz can be reached at (215 )
751 - 9100, extension 315 or by via e-mail at
g m i n t z @ j u ri s t a f f. c o m .

information as you can.
Regardless of your respective prac-

tice areas, developing a niche is
extremely important to career progres-
sion. I, by way of example, began
absorbing texts, trades, forms and the
like as a student in anticipation of
developing an entertainment law prac-
tice. Along the way I sought out men-
tors who served to provide me with
valuable information and allowed me
to sidestep the pitfalls they had fallen
victim to. They also provided me with
tips such as where to get information
when I needed it, conferences to attend
and organizations to join.

Another tool of preparation is to
determine the hierarchy within your
firm and what you need to do to climb
that ladder. A younger lawyer must
understand the criteria for success in
his or her home base. Find someone
within your firm that will candidly
assist you in your development. This
person should be someone who will be
honest with you regarding your suc-
cesses and shortcomings, someone who
is in touch with the pulse of the firm,
and preferably someone of stature to
protect you in those times of need.

In conclusion, preparation leads to
success. Plan to succeed and leave no
other option for yourself. Follow a path
that will provide you with contacts in
your chosen field as well as a strong
knowledge base. In other words, don’t
go through life with blinders on or you
might just hit a wall.

James E. Elam IV, an associate in the law firm of
Dilworth Paxson LLP, is chair of the Young Lawyers
Division. His e-mail address is elamje@dilworthlaw. c o m .
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COVER LETTER
continued from page 6

YLD UPDATE
continued from page 6

Philadelphia lawyer Lisa Scottoline
is the overwhelming favorite author of
legal fiction among Bar Association
lawyers, according to results of a poll
conducted in the Bar Reporter and Bar
Reporter Online during September.

Scottoline received 41 percent of the
votes. The next favorite author was
Scott Turow, who registered 27 percent
of the vote. John Grisham received 4.5
percent of the vote.

Look for more polls in the coming
months in Bar Reporter and Bar Reporter
Online.

Poll: Scottoline Favorite

YLD Happy Hour Set
The Young Lawyers Division

October Happy Hour will be held
Thursday, Oct. 4 from 6 to 8 p.m. at
McCormick & Schmick’s, 1 S. Broad St.
(across from City Hall).

The first 100 people in attendance
will receive a free soda, beer, glass of
wine or Cosmopolitan.

The October Happy Hour is spon-
sored by Love Court Reporting and
Morris J. Cohen & Co., P.C.

FOR LAWYERS
ONLY .  .  .
EX C L U S I V E ME M B E R PR O G R A M S

W hen your clients have a legal question they turn to you for advice.

Likewise, as the Lawyer Specialist in the insurance industry,

attorneys turn to USI CO L B U R N IN S U R A N C E SE RV I C E for advice on lawyers’

insurance coverage. 

USI CO L B U R N IN S U R A N C E SE RV I C E has placed insurance on behalf of

lawyers for more than 35 years. We earn our reputation for excellence by

listening to our clients, studying trends, and designing products to meet

your changing needs.

And USI CO L B U R N IN S U R A N C E SE RV I C E’s highly trained and experienced

s t a ff reduces the time consuming and often confusing paperwork process

by working directly with you and your associates. 

Of course you can expect USI CO L B U R N IN S U R A N C E SE RV I C E to properly

analyze and propose coverage specific to your situation. Our experienced

and highly qualified employees are dedicated to the insurance needs of

lawyers.

1-8 0 0-COL B U R N

w w w. c o l b u r n . c o m

Endorsed by the

Philadelphia Bar

Association

the lawyer specialist
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by Lisa Gold

Layli Miller, founder of the Tahirih
Justice Center, discussed the promo-
tion of human rights and the equali-
ty of women and men at a Chancel-
lor’s Forum on Sept. 14. The Forum
was sponsored by the Women’s
Rights Committee, Young Lawyers
Division, Women in the Profession
Committee and International Law
Committee.

Miller is the co-author of “Do
They Hear You When You Cry,” a
book based on the case of Fauziya
Kassindja, who at 17 fled Togo in fear
of a forced polygamous marriage and
a tribal practice known as female
genital mutilation. As a law student,
Miller wrote the brief for Kassindja’s
initial request for asylum, which was
denied. Miller won the case on
appeal and established legal prece-
dent by enabling women to receive
asylum on account of gender-based
persecution. Miller used the proceeds
from the book to start the Tahirih
Justice Center, an organization with
the mission of bringing justice to the
lives of women facing international
human rights abuses.

Miller began her presentation at
Bar headquarters with a prayer dedi-
cated to the victims of the Sept. 11
terrorist attack, and added some
insight into those horrifying events
based upon her experience with
refugees from Middle Eastern coun-
tries. Afghan-istan, she said, is cur-
rently the country where women are
the most oppressed. In 1996 when
the Taliban took control of Afghan-
istan’s government, gender apartheid
was instituted. Women who were
formerly doctors and government
representatives became excluded
from participation in society. They
were also physically handicapped by
being forced to wear heavy, blinding
head covers at all times. They be-
came exposed to cruel and unusual
punishment. Currently, if a women
wears shoes that make too much
noise, she could be arrested, and her
punishment could be as severe as
feet amputation. As a result, the larg-
est refugee population in the world
presently comes from Afghanistan.  

Miller believes that if any country
or any individual is threatened, we
are all threatened. She said that in
order for our civilization to evolve,

new values and systems must push
society to grow from a stage of “ado-
lescence to adulthood.” Our society
strives for independence but has a
false sense of invincibility. Although
we have adult-like physical capabili-
ties, such as the power to blow up
the world, we lack the intellectual
maturity to utilize those capabilities,
Miller said. As an adult society we
must choose to build a place where
men and women are equal for world
peace to prevail, she added.

Miller explained that while other
countries study our laws dealing
with race relations, the United States
has not been able to eliminate preju-
dice and racism. Although the United
States has the most progressive laws
in the world, Miller said we need to
change our behaviors, attitudes,
beliefs and assumptions to enable

society to be consistent with our
legal model.    

Miller analogized humankind to a
bird with two wings. Each wing rep-
resents the male and the female spir-
it. Without both wings, the bird can-
not fly. Traditional female qualities
such as caring and nurturing must
coexist with male strengths of law
and order. Miller reasoned that until
society becomes gender neutral and
women are equal to men, harmony
cannot exist.

Miller concluded that we are in
the midst of a social rebirthing
process. Like birth, this process will
be painful at times. Once we reach a
world where women and men, and
all nations, are equal, we will be able
to rejoice.  

L i sa Gold is a career consultant and work/life coach .
She can be reached by e-mail at  Lisa p h i l 1 @ m s n . c o m

Chancellor’s Forum

Human Rights, Social Re b i r t h
Discussed by Activist Miller

by Mark A. Tarasiewicz

Looking for a quick and convenient
way to communicate with other mem-
bers of your Bar Association Section, or
the Young Lawyers Division? Join a Bar
list serve!

Bar Association e-mail discussion
lists, or “list serves,” are a valuable -
and powerful - tool for Section and
YLD members to share and receive
information on programs, events and
developments in their area of the law.
Here’s how to enroll:

Log onto the Association’s home-
page at www.philadelphiabar.org.
Click on the “list serves” option, and
complete the online subscription form.
You will receive an e-mail confirmation
upon approval.

In your confirmation, you will be
provided with a special e-mail address
to use whenever you want to send a
message to all members of your chosen
list.

Similarly, you can respond to mes-
sages posted by other members of the
list. Keep in mind, however, that reply-
ing to the message means that every-
one on the list will receive a copy of
your reply. If you don’t want your
response to be seen by everyone on
the list, you should reply to the origi-
nal sender only.

For example, if you receive a mes-
sage inviting you to a Bar networking
event, you should not send your
R.S.V.P. back to the entire list. Instead,
contact the sender directly, either by e-
mail or telephone, for information.

A hyperlink appears at the bottom
of every list serve message posted,
allowing the recipient to update or
cancel their list serve subscription.

Subscriptions to list serves are free.
The following list serves require Section
membership: Business Law; Criminal
Justice; Family Law; Probate and Trust;
Real Property; Tax; and Workers’
Compensation. Public Interest Section
and Young Lawyers Division list serves
are open to all members of the
Association.

The Association has adopted a brief
set of guidelines to make the use of list
serves as valuable and productive as
possible for subscribers. The guidelines
are available on the Association’s Web
site at www.philadelphiabar.org/mem-
ber/sections/instructions.asp

For more information about the use
of Bar Association list serves, contact
the Association’s list serve administra-
tor, Andrea Morris, at admin@phil-
abar.org, or (215) 238-6313.

Association’s
List Serves
Help You
Stay in Touch

Layli Miller (left) joins Women’s Rights Committee co-chair Marla A. Joseph before the
Sept. 14 Chancellor’s Forum.

Miller believes that if any country or any individual is threatened, we

are all threatened. She said that in order for our civilization to evolve,

new values and systems must push society to grow from a stage of

“adolescence to adulthood.”



The Junior Women Lawyers Task
Force of the Association’s Women in
the Profession Committee held a panel
program titled “In Charge: Establishing
an Authoritative Presence as a Junior
Women Lawyer” on Thursday, Sept. 13.
Panelists included Audrey C. Talley,
Vice Chancellor of the Association and
a business and finance partner at
Drinker, Biddle & Reath LLP; Wendy
Beetlestone, a litigation partner at
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP;
and Melissa Weiler Gerber, currently
the executive director of Womens Way
and formerly an attorney with Morgan
Lewis & Bockius and the Homeless
Advocacy Project.

The panel discussed various issues
that junior women attorneys face in
trying to establish themselves in their
careers. Talley, who moderated the pro-
gram, introduced the topic by setting
out eight elements or building blocks
that any junior attorney must develop
in order to be successful.  These ele-
ments are competence, credibility, con-
fidence, interpersonal skills, image, rec-
ognizing the value of role models and
mentors, seizing opportunities and
striving to be politically savvy.  

Beetlestone and Weiler Gerber
echoed Talley’s introduction, offering
some examples from their own experi-
ences to illustrate these points.
Beetlestone noted that while it might
appear at first glance that becoming a
good lawyer was sufficient for success,
she learned early that it was also nec-
essary to figure out other ways to dis-
tinguish herself, such as by serving on
boards. Weiler Gerber also stated that
she, too, felt that developing a niche for
herself was important, which she did
through her pro bono work. All pan-
elists stressed the need to take the ini-
tiative in seeking out new opportuni-
ties and challenges.

Talley then pointed out that, in her
experience and that of others she has
observed, two elements often stand out
as creating particular challenges for
junior women attorneys, namely inter-
personal skills and image. She noted
that, for all junior attorneys, finding a
balance in self-presentation was often
an issue, for example, between being
appropriately confident on the one
hand and too confident on the other.
Beetlestone and Weiler Gerber agreed
with this analysis, noting that it was
important to learn appropriate leader-
ship skills, for example, that can be
accomplished either within one’s firm
or other organization or, as is often the
case, in one’s outside activities, such as
in Bar groups or community organiza-
tions.

In discussing the origins of this pro-
gram, Nicole Galli, co-chair of the Task

Force, said the idea for the program
came from issues raised over the years
by junior women attorneys. “A consis-
tent theme in many of our discussions
over the years with junior women
lawyers was how to be effective as both
a new lawyer and a woman lawyer,”
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Panelists (from left) Wendy Beetlestone, Audrey C. Talley and Melissa Weiler Gerber offered
advice to the Women in the Profession Committee’s Junior Women Lawyers Task Force.

Junior Women Lawyers Get
Advice on Taking Charge

continued on page 13



by Bruce H. Bikin

Many things come to mind in a
confusing jumble when I consider the
events of Sept. 11. Shock, rage, grief,
and inexpressible bewilderment at the
idea that lunatics have invaded our
sanctuary, our homeland, are only
some of my clearer thoughts. It will be
many months before I have come to
terms with all of the events so horribly
wrought for us by deluded madmen
and displayed on our television screens.  

To heal we must look forward. In
looking forward it is obvious that there
is a lot we need to do as a country. One
of our most important acts in the com-
ing months and years will be to care-
fully assess our own culpability and
shortcomings in this tragedy. How did
we allow ourselves to become so vul-
nerable? How did we allow ourselves to
become as deluded about our own
security and omnipotence as the
deranged assassins who convinced
themselves that their own deaths were
somehow glorious and holy? The
assessment of this problem will most
likely get played out in no small part in
the courts of this land. Government
agencies will have their part, too.

Lawyers, however, representing all the
real and potential parties, all the real
and imagined failures, will be there to
help parse out fact from fiction, assess
responsibility and mete out appropriate
sanctions for the real failures of our
system. The failures of our nation’s
world view will not be so easy to
assess, and I suspect there will be much
finger-pointing and little resolution.  

Responsibility in this case is differ-
ent from blame. Blame should be
placed only on the shoulders of the
self-deluded cowards who flew those
four airplanes to their destruction. Their
surrender to their own narcissism led
them to a folly of incredible magnitude.

Their self-annihilation accomplished
nothing but the infliction of suffering
on fellow human beings. That can
never be holy or glorious.

Our responsibility is to examine our
own narcissism. We believed we were
untouchable. We believed we were
omnipotent. There are no other expla-
nations for the laxity of airport security
and airline hijack safety. Is there any-
one who does not have a story to tell
about the ineptitude of the airport
security system and how easily it could
be defeated?

EL AL, the national airline of Israel,
has never suffered a hijacking. Yet Israel
sits in the heart of the Middle East, a fat
juicy target for hijackers, untouched. EL
AL has never suffered a hijacking
because they do not delude themselves
about their invulnerability.  

Lawyers, once again, will play a
prominent role in sorting out our
nation’s shortcomings and finding a
better path to a safer future. We should
be proud of that role, and we should
do it well.

Bruce H. Bikin, a partner at Montgomery, McCrack e n ,
Walker & Rhoads LLP, is editor of the Philadelphia Bar
R e p o r t e r.

L ooking Ahead and Finding
Better Path to Safer Future

C O M M E N T A R Y
by Merih O. Erhan

The aftermath of the Sept. 11 attacks
has left us with mixed emotions: grief,
fear, outrage, regret and sadness. With
all the stories and pictures on TV and
in newspapers, our primal instinct led
us to wish an immediate destructive
response. War, against whoever it takes.
The dimensions of this event, however,
require a look behind the curtain. Why
and how did such a disastrous attack
occur against the United States, the
impact of which will affect every facet
of our daily lives? If one answers this
question, perhaps, future catastrophic
events could be averted.

These events were not the result of a
religious war perpetrated by Islamic
fanatics against the United States as it
was thought by some. It is a movement
that has been supported by some
nations under the cover of religion and
it has been threatening some secular

Commentary

Answers
Needed
Before
Response
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Sworn In on Constitution Day
Association Chancellor Carl S. Primavera (right photo) addresses 48 people from 18 different countries who
took the oath of citizenship during Constitution Day ceremonies on Sept. 17 at the U.S. Courthouse in
Philadelphia. The new citizens recited the Pledge of Allegiance (above) and also heard performances of “The
Star Spangled Banner” and “America The Beautiful.”
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by Molly Peckman

I made up my mind before I saw
the debut of “Philly” on ABC on Sept.
25. It was another unrealistic lawyer
television show in which no one had
any ethics or morals but everyone had
lots of sex – at work. Our district attor-
ney hoped for cancellation after read-
ing a script and our president judge
and several prominent lawyers describ-
ed it as “offensive” and “insulting” after
seeing an advance showing.

I thought it would be Ally McPrac-
tice, a combination of what has become
a successful television formula – short
skirts and tight pants on ethically-chal-
lenged and economically-driven attor-
neys. I didn’t know it would take those
horrible stereotypes to unreasonable
extremes.

I read that creator Steven Bochco
(“NYPD Blue,” “L.A. Law” and “Hill Street
Blues”) has never even been to
Philadelphia, which is why he certainly
hasn’t captured Philly folks. Just about
everyone at City Hall in “Philly” was
sleazy, untruthful, immoral or unbal-
anced. While most lawyers go through
their entire career without committing
a single professional transgression, only
one of the all-white “Philly” lawyers
made it through the series premiere
without setting the rules of professional
conduct in a tailspin.

The first lawyer we get more than a
glimpse of is the breast-baring, diet-
drug-frenzied partner of our main
character who takes off her blouse
while having a breakdown during her
closing argument. As a result of the

partner being taken to a local psychi-
atric unit, our heroine, Kathleen (Kim
Delaney of “NYPD Blue”), a lawyer with
less than a year of practice (and not
much of a skirt) under her belt, finds
her caseload doubled.  

After spending time in lockup for
contempt for mouthing off repeatedly
to a nasty judge, Kathleen lies to
another judge about where a witness
has been (Bible camp) and then takes
on representation in a murder case –
for free – because she knows that one
of her other clients committed the
murder, information she obtains from a
potential client. 

Then there’s the smarmy new part-
ner, Will Froman, played by Tom
Everett Scott of “That Thing You Do.”
He’s an opportunistic hustler who lies
to the court, has sex in an attorney
conference room with an assistant dis-
trict attorney for a better plea for a
client he doesn’t even really represent,
and charges that client an additional
cash-in-court fee for a service for
which the client has already paid.

Besides the district attorney, who
allows defendants to cop plea agree-
ments and defense attorneys to cop
feels at the same time, there is
Kathleen’s ex-husband, head of the tri-
als division, played by Kyle Secor from
“Homicide: Life on the Street.” He
makes a call to get Kathleen freed and
then suggests he is beholden to the
judge who released Kathleen from lock
up. There was only one attorney (a DA)
who seemed reasonable. He even prac-
ticed his closing for a big trial.

‘Philly’ Not at All Like the Real Th i n g

by Daniel A. Cirucci

Keep an eye out for references to,
and reminders of, the Philadelphia Bar
Association when you watch the new
ABC-TV series “Philly” on WPVI-TV
Channel 6 this fall. The show will use
The Bar Reporter and The Philadelphia
Lawyer magazine as authentic pieces on
the set and may incorporate other ref-
erences to the Bar Association into the
story.

From highly-acclaimed executive
producer Steven Bochco, “Philly” is
described as an “irreverent, fast-paced
drama.” It stars Kim Delaney (“NYPD
Blue”) as Kathleen Maguire, who is a
year out of law school and steadily
building her reputation as a tough, no-
nonsense defense attorney in the
weathered courtrooms of Philadelphia’s
City Hall. She owns her own firm —
often representing repeat offenders —
and finds herself drawn into a world
where judges, witnesses, lawyers, cops,

and even the perpetrators are not
immune to the exhausting grind of the
criminal justice system. Opening and
closing sequences and other indoor
and outdoor scenes for “Philly” have
already been filmed at various locales,
including City Hall.

The Association has a good track
record when it comes to cooperation
with Hollywood. The Philadelphia Lawyer
magazine was used in 1993’s
“Philadelphia,” for which Tom Hanks
won the Academy Award as best actor
and Bruce Springsteen’s song “Streets of
Philadelphia” won for best song. The
picture was also nominated for three
other Oscars. The Association cooperat-
ed with the producers of “Philadelphia”
from the start, helping to scout loca-
tions for law offices and even creating a
special magazine cover for one of the
key scenes.

This time around, the Association is
working with Paramount Pictures
Network Television. 

‘Philly’ Set Gets Authentic

continued on page 18

Kim Delaney stars as a criminal defense attorney in ABC’s new legal drama ‘Philly.’
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By Jeff Lyons

Philadelphia Police Commissioner
John Timoney blamed a failure in the
intelligence community for the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon.

Timoney spoke at the Sept. 25 meet-
ing of the Association’s Criminal Justice
Section.

As for historic Philadelphia becom-
ing a future target for terrorism,
Timoney said there was “nothing out
there right now” that would indicate
any active terror cells in this region.

“The terrorists didn’t aim for the
World Trade Center just for the body
count. It was symbolic of the financial
power that our country has. There are
plenty of places (in Philadelphia) that
offer an ideal target for these people to
deliver their sick message,” Timoney
said.

But Timoney added that the CIA
and other intelligence agencies need to
be “cut some slack” when it comes to
dealing with terrorists and a response. 

The United States currently has a
policy against assassinations, but
Timoney said exceptions could be

made.
“If I were President Roosevelt in

1940 and somebody came to me and

said ‘this Hitler guy is going to be a
problem, do you want me to take him
out?’ I would have said be my guest.”

“We need to have a much better
coordination of intelligence gathering
and sharing of information in this
country,” the commissioner said.

One of the problems with living in
a free society is the ability of everyone
to come and go as they please,
Timoney said. “The strength of America
is the weakness of America.”

Timoney said his department has
not seen a backlash of violence against
people of Middle Eastern heritage as a
result of the terrorist attacks. 

“We haven’t seen as much as we
thought we’d see. A lot of people take
out their anger and their frustrations in
situations like this. One instance is too
many. It’s wrong and it’s un-American.
It doesn’t represent this country.”

Timoney said officers have been
urged to act professionally and treat
everyone the same way. Immediately
following the attacks, members of the
Civil Affairs unit reached out to the
Islamic community to reassure its
members. 

“I’ve let it be known we want our
police to act professionally. Police can’t
act out their private feelings,” the com-
missioner said.

Criminal Justice Section

Timoney Discusses Aftermath of At t a ck s

Philadelphia Police Commissioner John Timoney said officers are being urged to act with
the utmost professionalism in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks.

$15 OFF A
W E E K LY RENTA L

To enjoy this offe r, call your travel 
p ro fessional or Avis toll-free at 
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 9 8 - 5 6 8 5, or re s e rve online 
at av i s . c o m . Mention your AWD 
number A 6 0 0 6 0 0.
Terms and Conditions
Coupon valid on an Intermediate (Group C)
through a Full Size four-door (Group E)car.
Dollars off applies to the cost of the total
rental with a minimum of five days.Coupon
must be surrendered at time of rental;one
per rental. An advance 
reservation is required. May not be used
in conjunction with any other coupon,
promotion or offer. Coupon valid at 
p a rticipating Avis locations in the contiguous
United States. Offer may not be available
during holiday and other blackout periods.
Offer may not be available on all rates at all
t i m e s . Cars subject to av a i l a b i l i t y. R e n t e r
must meet Avis age, d r i ver and cre d i t
requirements.Taxes,airport fees and other
surcharges may apply. Rental must begin by
10/31/02.

Rental Sales Agent Instructions.
At Checkout:
• In AWD, enter A600600.
• In CPN, enter MUGK717.
• Complete this information:

RA# _________________ 
Rental Location ____________

• Attach to COUPON tape.

a v i s. c o m

Ready to start your vacation? Call Av i s.Your Philadelphia Bar Association membership 
e n t i t l e s you to generous savings off our special weekend, weekly and monthly rates. And
l ow rates are just the beginning.The personal attention you’ll re c e i ve from Avis employe e s
will put a smile on your face, too.

For re s e rv a t i o n s , see your travel pro fe s s i o n a l , visit us online, or call 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 9 8 - 5 6 8 5.
Be sure to prov i d e your Philadelphia Bar A s s o c i a t i o n/Avis Worldwide Discount 
number: A600600.

Avis features GM vehicles. © 2001 Avis Rent A Car System, Inc.

Philadelphia Bar Association members 
get great savings and great service at Avis.

Avis saves you money.
{Now that’s something to smile about!}
Avis saves you money.
{Now that’s something to smile about!}



Muslim countries for years. They have
been planting the seeds of hatred of
America and accusing Americans for
every evil. They have drawn a picture
of America as a country of actions dri-
ven only to get what she wants regard-
less of the needs or wishes of other
countries, and a country whose actions
are not meted out evenly.

Because of my contacts with mostly
non-American clients and my frequent
trips overseas, I came to believe that
even before this movement, America
has exhibited two distorted images
abroad. One of a country of arrogance
and dominance and the other of a
country of good people who were not
aware of how America treats others.

Many years ago, America was the
country everybody idealized and
admired. A friend e-mailed me part of
an article published in Canada titled
“America the Good Neighbor,” which
was written and broadcast on June 5,
1973. The author gives examples of dif-
ferent major contributions America has
made to other countries and appraises
them objectively. In one part it reads: “I
can name you 5,000 times when the
Americans raced to help other people
in trouble. Can you name me even one
time when someone else raced to the
Americans in trouble? I don’t think
there was outside help even during the
San Francisco earthquake.”

What has changed during the last
30 or 40 years is that people began
burning American flags instead of say-
ing “Stand Proud, America.” Many
answers could be found starting from
self-serving tactics of foreign politi-
cians blaming America for their own
failures, to instant mass communica-
tions that showed the differences
between rich and poor countries, caus-

ing envy among the disadvantaged.
Therefore, even if the perpetrators

of the recent attack were to be elimi-
nated, it would not mean an ultimate
solution. 

America needs to build a sophisti-
cated public relations campaign to
inform others about its actions.
America has to show it is not an arro-
gant nation taking everything for
granted. 

America, as is also true for some of

the European NATO countries, should
take seriously the terrorist attacks on
people of other countries, which have
been going on for many years, instead
of ignoring them. American foreign
policy should be based on considera-
tions that include the long-term conse-
quences of those decisions. 

Finally, America must not give the
impression that decisions on the inter-
national level were made as a result of
favoring one country over the other.

If anything good comes of this
major attack on a superpower, if must
be the realization of how vulnerable
the human race is and the need to
build an international alliance to fight
against terrorism. Then maybe, just
maybe, we can hope for a better world.

(This commentary was written on Sept. 18,
2001.)

M e rih O. Erhan is a sole practitioner and an advisory
editor to the Philadelphia Bar Reporter.
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Galli said.
“We put together the In Charge pro-

gram to start addressing these issues. In
doing so, we tried to choose panelists
who not only could provide advice in
this area, but also could be effective
role models for junior women attor-
neys.”  Galli, along with co-chair
Barbara Ruth and panel planning chair
Zanetta Moore-Driggers, will be plan-
ning additional programs on this
theme, in addition to the regular Task
Force monthly meetings.

Contact Task Force co-chair Nicole
Galli, at Pepper Hamilton LLP at (215)
981-4496 or gallin@pepperlaw.com if
you would like more information
about the Task Force or any of its pro-
grams or events, including its Group
Mentoring program.

TAKING CHARGE
continued from page 9

COMMENTARY
continued from page 10



Annual Meeting. An alphabetical list of
candidates must be furnished to mem-
bers at least 20 days before the Meeting
and election. 

To meet these mandates, the publi-
cation date of the November Bar
Reporter will be delayed in order to
include every nomination received 30
days before the meeting. Since the Bar
Reporter is sent to every Association
member, the requirement of transmit-
ting this information within the
required time frame will be satisified.

The ballots will be sent out by first-
class mail to all regular members of the
Association whose dues are paid up
through Dec. 31, 2000 in addition to
new members who joined in 2001. The
mailing will include an envelope with-
in which the member will seal his/her
ballot choices. After the envelope is
signed and sealed, the executed ballot
will be placed inside another envelope
and returned to the Association.

When a mail ballot is received at
the Association, a staff member will
open the outer envelope only to verify
that the voter is an Association mem-
ber with current dues paid. If the dues
are not paid, the voter will be contact-
ed and given the chance to pay prior to
the deadline for receipt of mail ballots.
If the dues are not paid by the dead-
line, the member’s mail ballot will not
be counted. However, if the member
pays dues at the election site on the
day of the Annual Meeting, the mem-
ber will be allowed to vote in person.

After it has been verified that the
mail voter has paid his dues for 2001,
the ballot will be accepted and the
member’s name will be removed from
the list of members eligible to vote in
person on Dec. 4. This will ensure that
members will not be allowed to vote
more than once.

As mail ballots are received, they
will be given to the Association’s audi-
tors. On the evening of the Annual
Meeting and election, the tally for the
mail votes will be added to the totals
for the voting machines. Any ballot
deemed questionable by the auditors
will be set aside for review and deci-
sion by the judge of elections on Dec. 4

at the polls.
In other business, at its Sept. 20

meeting, the Board approved a resolu-
tion to join as amicus curiae in a case
involving second-parent adoption.

According to Frank Cervone, execu-
tive director of the Support Center for
Child Advocates, the resolution seeks a
reading of the law that’s consonant
with the letter of the law.

Cervone said that without second-
parent adoption, many children will
face deprivation or lack of access to
health care and health insurance cov-
erage, inheritance rights, Social Security
survivorship and a host of other bene-
fits.

Second-parent adoption cases arise
when a person seeks to adopt a child
of his or her gay or lesbian partner. If
adoption is permitted, it gives the part-
ner the same rights and responsibilities
as the legal parent and gives the child
two parents instead of one.

The Board also approved a resolu-
tion from the Family Law Section sup-
porting Pennsylvania State House Bill
796, which creates an exception to a
medical professional’s duty to report
certain crimes committed against
domestic violence victims by their
abusers.

Patricia A. Dubin of the Women
Against Abuse Legal Center said the bill
will keep victims of abuse going to
hospitals for treatment of their injuries
without having to worry about retribu-
tion if their abuser is reported to
authorities.

“We don’t want (medical profession-
als) to be in a position to be mandatory
reporters if it won’t be helpful to the
victims,” Dubin told the Board.

“The net effect of this is that more
victims will seek appropriate care,” said
Board member Joseph A. Sullivan.

Also, the Board tabled any action
regarding the case of convicted spy
Jonathan Jay Pollard. Association mem-
ber Henry Lotto had sought support
from the Board, asking for Pollard’s life
sentence to be reduced.

“If we want to do something, this is
not the time to do it,” said Chancellor-
Elect Allan H. Gordon, referring to the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in New York
and Washington, D.C. “It may be
looked upon as inappropriate,” he said.

“This is a good thing for the Bar
Association and is a very good thing
for senior Bar members. And it’s great
for the criminal justice system as a
whole,” Abraham said.

She said the project is looking for
volunteers as diverse as the client base
it serves, adding that attorneys who are
at least 50 years old are being sought
to help.

“For people who are segueing into
retirement, this is a great way for them
to do something.”

Attorney Richard E. Rosin, who has
been active with the project, told the
board the volunteer attorneys offer a
tremendous service to senior crime vic-
tims.

“It provides comfort to people who
are so lost as a result of violent crime,”
he said, adding that crime victims can
get overwhelmed and afraid when it
comes to following through the system
to bring their attacker to justice.

“They just need someone to guide
them. It’s a wonderful thing to do for
people,” Rosin said.

Carter Buller, Of Counsel at
Montgomery, McCracken, Walker &
Rhoads, LLP, has been involved with
the program since its inception.

“I personally have had four cases.
One of my functions is to encourage
victims to stick with these cases all the
way through the process,” said Buller,

For Buller, the experience has been
“an eye-opener.” 

“I’ve been very impressed with the
DA’s Office and the approach of the
assistant district attorneys to the cases
and the victims. It’s frustrating how the
system grinds along, but by and large
it’s been a very rewarding experience.”

Buller said the District Attorney’s
Office offers a training manual and
seminar sessions led by key people on
Abraham’s staff. He said the participat-
ing attorneys share their experiences
with each other and help each other
out.

Barbara Paul, assistant district attor-
ney in charge of the Elder Justice
Project, said several hundred older
Philadelphians have been helped since
the project began.

She said the project has much to
offer the participating attorneys.

“They get the opportunity to em-
power vulnerable victims to participate
in the prosecution of their assailants
and to feel safe again in their lives.
They also get extensive training in
criminal law and criminal procedure. It
helps supplement the training and
education they’ve had so far,” she said.

“You don’t have to have any back-
ground in the criminal justice system
to do this,” said Buller, who practices
management labor law. “A combination
of the training and common sense is
really all that’s required.”
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ELDER JUSTICE
continued from page 1

ELECTION
continued from page 1

How to Help
• For more information about the Elder
Justice Project, contact Assistant District
Attorney Barbara Paul at (215) 686-8085.

Tell Us What You Think!
The Philadelphia Bar Reporter welcomes letters to the editors for publication.

Letters should be typed. There is no word limit, but editors reserve the right to
condense for clarity, style and space considerations. Letters must be signed to
verify authorship, but names will be withheld upon request. Letters may be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed to: Jeff Lyons, Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter,
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia, PA 19107-
2911. Phone: (215) 238-6345. Fax: (215) 238-1267. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

Workers’ Compensation Section co-chair Jeff rey S. Gross is joined by Wo r k e r s ’
Compensation Judge Pamela Santoro during a reception honoring Santoro and Judge
Karen Wertheimer for their first year on the bench. The Sept. 20 event was held at Bar
headquarters.

Workers’ Compensation Reception
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ber for this program.
The reasons for participating in The

People’s Law School run the gamut.
Many people are interested in drawing
up their will. Some have a vested inter-
ested in real estate law, hoping to make
some solid investments in property.
And still there are others who just love
to learn.

“There are a lot of legal issues that
come up in medicine,” said Amaro
Reyes, M.D., a psychiatrist in
Philadelphia. “I think it will be very
helpful just to know the basic princi-
ples of the law.”

One attendee, a graduate student at
Temple, is taking the class because she
feels it will help her better understand
some of the classes she is already tak-
ing. 

Not only is this program a tremen-
dous help to the non-legal community
of Philadelphia, but it may make the
lives of attorneys a little easier. The
class may help a person decide
whether an issue is even worthy of
legal action, and provide them with a
basic understanding of the law and
their rights under the law - all things

they should be aware of before con-
tacting an attorney.

As excited as members of the com-
munity are to be taking the class, many
members of the YLD were just as excit-
ed to sign on as instructors. 

“It’s a great opportunity to get
themselves out in the community and
make a name for themselves,” says
Penn Newman. “Yes, it’s a great way to
attract clients, but it’s also great prac-
tice for any young associate to be
speaking to the public.”

The attorney-instructors include:
co-chair Melanie Renee Ellerbe of
Ronald A. White, P.C. (overview of the
court system); Clarence Dupree, an
assistant district attorney in
Philadelphia (criminal law and proce-
dure/constitutional law); Melissa A.
Schwartz of Naulty, Scaricamazza &
McDevitt (workers’ compensation law);
Rebecca Rosenberger Smolen of Reed
Smith, LLP (wills and estate planning);
David E. Robinson of Mager & White,
P.C (consumer law); Michael L. Viola, a
partner at Shainberg & Viola (family
law); Steven K. Eisenberg, a solo practi-
tioner (bankruptcy law); James Bucci of
Spector, Gadon & Rosen PC (employ-
ment law); Dara Penn Newman of
Simon Higgins & Moran, P.C. (employ-

ment law); Richard Carroll of Ronald A.
White, P.C. (landlord/tenant law);
Richard A. Kwait of Schnader Harrison
Segal & Lewis LLP (real estate law); and
Lance David Lewis of Ronald A. White,
P.C. (torts/personal injury).

“This is a wonderful opportunity to
give members of the community a
chance to learn, ask questions, and
understand workers’ compensation,”
said Schwartz, who will teach the sec-
tion on workers’ compensation. “Now,
if they ever have to go through the
system, they can do so well informed,
as opposed to going through the sys-
tem blindly.”

As you scan the many faces in the
crowd in Bonnell Auditorium, one can’t
help but think what a great and
important program this is to be able to
attract such a diverse crowd. Sitting
next to the 21-year-old Drexel student
is a 67-year-old grandmother of three.
Off in the corner is a physician
exchanging views on workers’ com-
pensation with an electrician. In the
back of the room, a woman from North
Philadelphia chats with a man from the
Society Hill section of the city. Where
else would you see this but at the
school of The People - The People’s
Law School.

PEOPLE’S LAW
continued from page 6
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Philadelphia Volunteers for the
Indigent Program (VIP) celebrated 20
years of volunteer legal service at its
annual fund-raiser held on Sept. 20 at
the SEPTA Museum.

The VIP Board of Directors honored
the organization’s founders: Robert S.
Cohen, Robert C. Daniels, Francis P.
Devine III, Joseph H. Foster, Peter
Hearn, Bennett G. Picker, David L.
Pollack, Roslyn G. Pollack and Jerome
R. Richter.

“This group of farsighted men and
women had a vision, a vision that
Philadelphia lawyers could ensure low-
income Philadelphians equal access to
justice. We stand here today, 20 years
after the birth of that vision and see
that it is alive and well at Philadelphia
VIP,” said VIP Board president Michael
Fingerman.

Also recognized during the evening
were the firms and corporations whose
direct financial sponsorship helps sus-
tain VIP’s mission. 

This year, three firms are Diamond
sponsors, contributing $5,000. They are
Dechert; Morgan, Lewis & Bockius; and
Pepper Hamilton LLP. Platinum spon-
sors ($3,000 contributions) are Ballard
Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP;
Pinkstone & Marquez, Inc.; Saul Ewing
LLP; Weinstein, Goss, Schleifer, Eisen-
berg, Winkler & Rothweiler, PC; and
Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen
LLP.

Philadelphia VIP’s predecessor,

Philadelphia Lawyers Volunteer Action
Program, was founded in 1981 to pro-
vide legal services to the poor. Within
four years, along with the support of
the Philadelphia Bar Association, PLVAP
recruited more than 700 volunteer
attorneys who gave free legal services
valued at $1.5 million to more than
1,300 low-income Philadelphians. In

1985, PLVAP became an independent
non-profit organization called
Philadelphia VIP.

VIP has served more than 20,000
clients to date and expects an increased
demand for legal assistance in the
coming year. Call Philadelphia VIP at
(215) 523-9550 for information about
volunteering.

VIP Marks 20 Years With Fund-Raiser

VIP Board members Rochelle M. Fedullo and Andrew A. Chirls (top row) enjoy the view from
the trolley at the SEPTA Museum along with VIP founders (bottom from left) Joseph H.
Foster, Roslyn G. Pollack and Robert S. Cohen during VIP’s Sept. 20 fund-raiser.
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Ian M. Comisky, a partner at Blank
Rome Comisky & McCauley LLP, con-
ducted a workshop titled “You Can Run
But You Can’t Hide: U.S. Programmes
and Procedures to Identify and
Interdict Money Laundering and
Offshore Hidden Assests” at the 19th
International Symposium on Economic
Crime at the University of Cambridge
in England.

Brenda Hustis
Gotanda, a partner
with Manko Gold
& Katcher LLP, has
been selected to
receive the Society
of Women
Environmental
Professionals’ 2001

Touchstone Award. The award honors
outstanding women who have made a
significant contribution to the environ-
mental field.

Jack R. Wiener has been elected
managing director and promoted to
deputy general counsel at The
Depository Trust & Clearing
Corporation.

K. Tia Burke, an
associate at Christie
Pabarue Mortensen
and Young, has
joined the business
management cer-
tificate faculty at
the Wharton Small
Business Develop-

ment Center.

Ned Hark, a member of the law firm
of Howard M. Goldsmith, P.C., was a
course presenter for the Pennsylvania
Bar Association Family Law Section at
its summer meeting in Washington,
D.C. At that meeting, Hark also
received recognition for his services as
chair of the task force that reviewed
pending paternity legislation.

Jacques L. Etkowicz participated in
the seminar “Intellectual Property
Issues for the Business Lawyer” at the
Mississippi Bar Association’s annual
meeting held in Sandestin, Fla., July 9-
14.

Harris Ominsky, a partner at Blank
Rome Comisky & McCauley LLP, joined
radio host Jay Lamont on Sept. 9 to
discuss real estate issues on Lamont’s
“All About Real Estate” program heard
on WPEN-AM.

Joseph C. Bright, a partner with Wolf,
Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen LLP, has
been elected as a fellow of the
American Tax Counsel. 

David N. Hofstein, a shareholder at
Hofstein & Widman, P.C., has been
reappointed as an adjunct lecturer at
Temple University James E. Beasley
School of Law.

Richard
Shusterman, a
partner at White
and Williams LLP,
was a featured
speaker at the
annual meeting of
the Federation of
Insurance and

Corporate Counsel held recently in
London, England.

Carl Tobey Oxholm III has been
reappointed to the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court’s Interest on Lawyers
Trust Accounts Board.

Sherry L. Horowitz, principal in the
Bala Cynwyd firm of Sherry L.
Horowitz, Attorney at Law, has been
elected vice president of the Golden
Slipper Uptown Home, a nursing care
facility owned by Golden Slipper Club
and Charities.

Judge Paul P.
Panepinto of the
Philadelphia Court
of Common Pleas,
Family Court, has
been elected to a
three-year term as a
trustee and board
member of the

National Council of Juvenile and
Family Court Judges.

Michael Niemiec,
a 2001 graduate of
the Villanova
University School
of Law, has been
presented with the
Workers’ Compen-
sation Section’s
annual Irvin

Stander Award. The prize goes to a
third-year law student who demon-
strates excellence in administrative law.
The amount of the prize is determined
annually based upon investment
income and this year was approxi-
mately $1,000.

P E O P L E

Names Are News
“People” highlights news of

members’ awards, honors or
appointments of a civic or com-
munity nature. Send information
to Jeff Lyons, Philadelphia Bar
Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Asso-
ciation, 1101 Market St., Philadel-
phia, Pa. 19107-2911. E-mail:
reporter@philabar.org. Fax: (215)
238-1267. Photos are welcome.

Award Presented
The Workers’ Compensation Section

will not hold its monthly meeting in
October. Instead, a Pennsylvania Bar
Institute seminar “Everything You
Wanted to Know About the Workers’
Compensation Appeal Board But Were
Afraid to Ask: The Ins and Outs of
Appeal Practice” will be offered on
Thursday, Oct. 25 from 12:30 to 2:30
p.m.

The course is worth 2 substantive
CLE credits and will be held at the PBI-
PBEC Education Center in the
Wanamaker Building. For more infor-
mation, visit PBI online at www.pbi.org.

The next regular meeting of the
Workers’ Compenstation Section will
be held Wednesday, Nov. 21 at noon in
the 11th floor Conference Center of Bar
Association headquarters, 1101 Market
St.

WIP Leadership Series
Award-winning author Mariah

Burton Nelson will speak about the
courage to lead and the courage to suc-
ceed at the second program of the

Women in the Profession Committee’s
leadership series on Monday, Oct. 29 at
11:45 a.m.

Nelson is the author of several
books, including “The Unburdened
Heart: Five Keys to Forgiveness and
Freedom” and “The Stronger Women
Get, the More Men Love Football:
Sexism and the American Culture of
Sports.”

The program will be held in the
11th floor Conference Center of Bar
Association headquarters, 1101 Market
St. The cost is $30 per person, which
includes lunch. For more information,
contact Mary Kate Szalwinski at (215)
238-6337.

Asian Bar Banquet
The Asian American Bar Association

of the Delaware Valley will hold its
annual banquet on Friday, Oct. 26 at
Ocean City Seafood Restaurant, 234 N.
9th St. in Chinatown. A social hour
begins at 6 p.m., with dinner scheduled
for 7 p.m.

Paul M. Igasaki, vice chair of the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, will be the keynote
speaker at the banquet. Tickets are $45
per person or $450 for a table of 10. For
more information, contact Sunah Park
at (215) 563-6711.

R O U N D - U P

ADR Committee Happenings
David B. Harwi, a member of the Association’s Alternative Dispute Resolution
Committee, meets with Nancy Peace, president-elect of the Association for Conflict
Resolution. Peace discussed the state of mediation throughout the United States in a
visit with the Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee on Sept. 6.
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Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled event may be sub-
ject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Monday, Oct. 1
Public Interest Section Executive Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Grants Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference
Center.

Tuesday, Oct. 2
Professional Responsibility Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Bar-News Media Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center.

Wednesday, Oct. 3
Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
LegalLine - 5 p.m., LRIS Offices, 11th floor.

Thursday, Oct. 4
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch:
$8.50.
Public Interest Section Civil Rights Committee - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th floor Committee
Room.
Philadelphia Bar Reporter Editorial Board - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.
Environmental Law Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:
$7.

Friday, Oct. 5
Judicial Commission - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Monday, Oct. 8
Columbus Day - Bar Association offices closed.

Tuesday, Oct. 9
Municipal Court Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.

Wednesday, Oct. 10
Criminal Justice Section Executive Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Board of Governors Diversity Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Committee Room.
Lunch: $7.
Family Law Section/CLE Luncheon Series - noon, 11th floor Conference Center.

Thursday, Oct. 11
Lawyers’ Day of Remembrance - 8 a.m., PNC Bank Building, 1600 Market St., 3rd floor.
R.S.V.P.: (215) 238-6300.
Elder Law Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Cabinet Room.
Committee on the Legal Rights of Lesbians and Gay Men - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor
Committee Room.
Pension Plan Committee - meeting, 1 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center.

Friday, Oct. 12
Judicial Commission - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Philadelphia Lawyer Editorial Board - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room.

Monday, Oct. 15
Insurance Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, Oct. 16
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Fund-raising Committee - meeting, 11 a.m., 11th floor
Committee Room.
Board of Governors Cabinet - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Wednesday, Oct. 17
Family Law Section Executive Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Committee Room.
Federal Courts Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.
LegalLine - 5 p.m., LRIS Offices, 11th floor.

Thursday, Oct. 18
Legislative Liaison Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:
$7.

Friday, Oct. 19
Judicial Commission - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.
Social Security Disability Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch:
$7.

Monday, Oct. 22
Antitrust Law Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, Oct. 23
Criminal Justice Section - meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.

Wednesday, Oct. 24
Quarterly Meeting  - noon, Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets.

Thursday, Oct. 25
Workers’ Compensation Section - meeting, noon, 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
State Civil Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.

Friday, Oct. 26
Judicial Commission - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room.

Monday, Oct. 29
Women in the Profession Committee - Leadership series seminar, 11:45 a.m., 11th floor
Conference Center. Cost: $30.

Tuesday, Oct. 30
Compulsory Arbitration Committee - meeting, noon, 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.

Wednesday, Oct. 31
LRIS Committee - meeting, noon, 11th floor Committee Room. 

Unless otherwise specified, all ch e cks for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar
Association and mailed to Bar Headquarters, 11 01 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Send Bar
Association-related calendar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 11 01 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Fax: (215) 23 8 - 12 67. e-mail: r e p o r t e r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g .

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

Many law firms and legal depart-
ments recognize the desirability of a
diverse legal workforce and have
intensified efforts to recruit, retain and
promote minority and women attor-
neys.

Despite efforts to foster work envi-
ronments where all attorneys will
thrive, many minority and women
attorneys have legitimate concerns
about advancing their careers related
to the appreciation of differences in
race, gender, ethnic background and
the like. For these attorneys, the every-
day reality of professional life in work-
places that historically have not inclu-
ded them may be marked by stresses
and obstacles related to these differ-

ences.
These issues will be discussed

Thursday, Nov. 15 in a CLE worskhop
titled “Charting a Successful Course in
a Diverse Workplace.” The workshop,
worth 1 ethics and 6.5 substantive CLE
credits, will be held at the PBI-PBEC
Education Center from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m.

According to Jacob Herring, a man-
agement consultant to major U.S. cor-
porate law firms and Fortune 500 com-

panies, “diversity training typically
focuses on teaching majority group
members to welcome differences in the
workplace. By contrast, this course
focuses on the concerns minority and
women attorneys have about achieving
success in the profession.”

This course will train attorneys to
minimize the negative impact of oth-
ers’ behavior toward them and to use
the talents and skills they already have
to succeed. 

While this course is designed to
assist all attorneys in maximizing their
individual success, it will focus on the
particular difficulties that many
minorities and women face in practic-
ing law. It will also present techniques

to overcome obstacles to advancing
their careers that stem from differences
such as race, ethnicity, sexual orienta-
tion and gender. This course is intend-
ed to provide resources for all attor-
neys to effectively compete in all seg-
ments of the legal marketplace - pri-
vate, public and judicial - and to
achieve success in their legal careers.

The course is cosponsored by the
Pennsylvania Bar Institute and the
Diversity Committee of the Philadel-
phia Bar Association. The course plan-
ners include George W. Overton of
Naulty, Scaricamazza, & McDevitt, Ltd.;
Deborah Weinstein of Eckert Seamans
Cherin and Mellott, LLC; and Brett A.
Schlossberg of Dechert. 

Workplace Diversity is Topic of Nov. 15 Workshop
For more information
•To learn more about this program, con-
tact the Pennsylvania Bar Institute at (800)
247-4724.



The bench was no better represent-
ed, including sexist, lewd, rude and
biased behavior. The judge who held
Kathleen in contempt offered her a get-
out-of-jail-free card for life if she
would show him her chest. Another
judge brought her dog into court. The
last time I remember seeing a dog in
City Hall was “Woofie” Rendell.

The clients are no better portrayed –
all minorities and more stereotypes —
such as the murdering drug dealer
whose two girlfriends beat each other
up in a City Hall bathroom.

There was little the creators of
“Philly” got right about Philly, with the
possible exceptions of City Hall seem-
ing majestic and rusty at the same
time, homeless people and pigeons.
Since criminal trials are held in the
Criminal Justice Center, City Hall does

not get nearly the traffic seen in the
show and no one would ever sit on a
City Hall step as Kathleen does, in the
dark cavernous stairwells.

And then there’s the language —
many of the dirty words peppered
throughout the script sounded more
like “The Sopranos” than what you
hear in the Hall. One of the worst digs
involved the decent district attorney
telling Kathleen he likes homicides and
she replies, “You’re in the right town.”
Then her partner tells her he is doing
“penance in Philadelphia.”

ABC has guaranteed 13 episodes,
and while I don’t expect any plot lines
about lawyers searching through boxes
of documents or libraries of cases to
help their clients, I hope Bochco and
company learn a little about what a
Philadelphia lawyer really is. 

Molly Pe ckman is an associate at Montgomery,
M c C r a cken, Walker & Rhoads, LLP. She is also an advi -
sory editor of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter.

Saigon
933-935 Washington Ave.
(215) 925-9656

by Skinny D. Bockol

“Annie Hall” captured the Oscar for
Best Picture in 1977 amidst stiff compe-
tition from “Close Encounters of the
Third Kind,” “Saturday Night Fever”
and “Star Wars.” Seattle Slew won the
Kentucky Derby; Portland beat the
76ers in the NBA Playoffs. Elvis Presley
died that year, as did Bing Crosby,
Charles Chaplin, Groucho Marx and
Vladimir Nabakov.

President Jimmy Carter, recently
sworn in, pardoned Vietnam War draft
evaders. But that healing news was
almost overshadowed by the Postal
Service’s request to raise the cost of a
first-class stamp to 13 cents.

The first fine Vietnamese cuisine
was introduced to Philadelphians in
1977 by Ha Nguyen, who, 24 years later,
remains one of our most beautiful and
talented proprietress-chefs.  She has
maintained Saigon as a restaurant,
which, pound for pound, serves the
best Vietnamese fare in the city.

The establishment’s facade fronts
onto Washington Avenue, close
enough to 9th Street so that its bricks
seem redolent of the nearby Italian
Market’s fresh produce. Nothing but a
neon sign proclaiming “SINCE 1977,”
and jutting vestibule, differentiates this
shebang from neighboring rowhouses.

Two-and-a-half decades ago, one
entered upon spartan, cramped sur-
roundings at 933 Washington Ave.
Small wooden plaques and sharply
bright sconces adorned white walls.
Each table had settings of  “puzzle”
paper place mats. Hop Lee, Ha

Nguyen’s husband, was the sole waiter
for 16 closely aligned tables. Their chil-
dren, Linh, age 4, and Richard, then 2,
ambled from patron to patron with
inquisitive minds, wearing bedroom
slippers. They disappeared upstairs into
the family’s living quarters in prepara-
tion for bed time at 8 p.m., only to
reappear for hugs and kisses goodnight
from all. Over the years, we have
become part of each other’s families.
The “children” (Linh’s now in banking;
Richard is graduating from the
University of Pennsylvania) still wait
tables on weekends. They remain ten-
derly cordial.

The family bought 935 next door
some time ago and broke through,
doubling the eating area. The interior
has a small bar now, a new fish tank,
more mirrored walls, darker paneling
and white linens. But the cost to feed
two sumptuously for under $25
remains inviolate.

Review the numbered menu items,
and recite this: “2, 36, 37.” Linh will
probably reply, “That’s the Philadelphia
Lawyer’s Litany.”

#2 is “Meat Dumpling Noodle Soup
with Shrimp” ($4.95). It is its name; a
double-serving oversized steaming

bowl brimming with egg noodles. Its
aroma arises naturally from simmering
seafood and silken dumplings.
Freshness permeates the brew so that
Southeast Asian spriteness translates to
heartiness. Devour the liquid with aid
of chopsticks, tilting your bowl in the
air just above your lips while pushing
all contents between them. Your
tongue becomes scented by the pork
delicately housed in thin-skinned
dumplings floating throughout.

#36 is “Seafood 4 Ways” ($8.95).
Huge butterfly shrimp are french-fried
into golden baubles. They share space
with Crab Shuma, crab balls as creamy,
warm and battered as the shrimp.
Spring Rolls add a corral around the
others, served with hashmarks, demar-
cations for dividing themselves into
bite-size pieces. The crust on each is
moist and crispy, wrapped to contain a
mixture of coarsely ground seafood,
pork, mushrooms, onions and vermi-
celli. Dip into the omnipresent ginger
sauce, smother in Rice Shrimp Fried
Rice (the fourth of the 4 Ways), and
swallow. Mellowness caresses the
insides of your chest.

#37 is the “Saigon Specials” ($8.95).
Beef, pork and lemon chicken strips are
skewered, tenderized in various mari-

nades of caramel and oils, then grilled.
The charred offerings are seared to sul-
try smokiness. Tendonless taffies.

If you’ve got money to spare, don’t
miss the #46 “Vietnamese Pan Cake”
($5.25).  It’s a grand egg omelet folded
onto a platter, housing bean sprouts,
peppers, chicken chunks and spices.
The emphasis is on “Cake.”

If you’ve got money to burn, head
straight for the #28c “Squid Chef Style,”
requesting “extra spicy.” This entrée is a
Vietnamese salad replete with vegeta-
bles and squid parts, in a sauce
scoured by flames. Baby squid have
been bathing in red chili oils until their
tentacles are pleading with preliminary
objections. Gums and inner cheeks
have a heated exchange, until the
bounciness of squid limbs succumbs to
molars. Hot delicious debris dissolves
as one’s crimson face turns into a gar-
gling gargoyle.

For something sweet to conclude
your meal, simply garner a smile from
Ha Nguyen.  Despite having had to
close the restaurant for more than a
year because of her debilitating back
problems, she has now returned (as of
September) with a warm and gracious
grin that shines like a mid-faced halo.

BINH TRA HOA NHA!

18 OCTOBER 2001 / BAR REPORTER

Saigon Is Back and It’s Better Than Eve r
F E A S T S  T O  F A M I N E

PHILLY
continued from page 11



Why Lawsuits are
Good for America

by Carl T. Bogus

N.Y.U. Press, 2001, 220 pp., $34.95

Reviewed by David I. Grunfeld

Provocatively titled but crafted in a
scholarly manner, this is a compelling
advocacy piece written by a former
Philadelphia lawyer who is now an
associate professor at Roger Williams
University School of Law in Rhode
Island.

We are all familiar with the cries for
tort reform, and the calls by the busi-
ness world and right-wing politicians
for caps on punitive damages and
other restraints against the perceived
outrageousness of jury awards in neg-
ligence, malpractice and products lia-
bility cases. This further translates into
legislative lobbying on both federal
and state levels, driven in part by repe-
titions of horror stories, and extending
even to judicial races.

Bogus debunks all of this, and in
doing so supports his thesis that the
common law is an essential adjunct to
governmental regulation. He shows, by
intellectual argument, that the jury
system must be safeguarded from cur-
rent assaults because it works far better
than anything else to unearth facts and
demand corporate accountability.

In justifying his position, he first
reviews the development of the
American judicial system and use of
juries, distinguishing it from the
English common law from which it
derives. He uses the phrase “disciplined
democracy” to explain how the civil
jury is competent, reflects societal val-
ues, and is sufficiently controlled by
the judge’s charge, the ability to set
aside verdicts by both trial judge and
appellate courts, and the use of remitti-
tur and additur.

Focusing on products liability, he
traces the three revolutions  -  strict
liability for defective products, for non-
defective products with unreasonably
dangerous features, and for unreason-
ably dangerous products, a fascinating
analysis to this non-personal injury
lawyer. He specifically reviews automo-
bile safety regulation over the years,
and easily concludes that it was the
court cases that accomplished more to
disclose corporate negligence and
wrongdoing than regulation or any
other force.

Using the same critique and with
numerous case study examples, Bogus
reaches a similar conclusion as to a
variety of products that caused harm
to many, from sanitary napkins to ele-

vators to ladders to medications and
many other manufactured products.
He is particularly effective in showing
how the “bad cases,” as reported by the
press and repeated ad nauseam by
politicians and lobbyists, did not, after
motions and appeals, result in the large
awards as originally listed.

His last chapter deals with changing

attitudes toward tobacco and gun liti-
gation, with a prediction as to the
future of products liability theories
based upon a cost/risk analysis.

Bogus has succeeded in a dispas-
sionate way in countering the conven-
tional wisdom that avaricious lawyers,
harebrained judges and runaway juries
are combining to waste money and

hurt businesses.
Bogus presents a persuasive correc-

tive to the distorted and factually
incorrect arguments of those who seek
to prevent victims from shifting the
cost of accidents and injuries to
responsible wrongdoers. If any book
was needed to contribute to that side
of the national debate, this is the one.
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In 2002, the Philadelphia Bar
Association will celebrate its 200th
a n n i v e r s a r y. To commemorate this
special occasion, The Philadelphia
Lawyer’s Winter edition will be a spe-
cial keepsake edition dedicated to the
Association: its past, present and
future as the heart of the Philadelphia
legal community.

So plan to take a stroll down memory
lane in the pages of The Philadelphia
L a w y e r magazine. Remember those
Philadelphia lawyers who have taken
the legal profession to a new level through their work, their dedica-
tion, their character and their commitment to justice. Remember those
moments both in and out of the courtroom that have defined the
Philadelphia legal community as one of the finest in the nation over
the past two centuries. 

We’ll also pull out our crystal ball and gaze into tomorrow. We’ll fore-
cast a vision for the future of the Philadelphia legal community, both
in the character of those who will carry on the work into the next cen-
tury and the issues that will define the profession in the years to come.

As we enter our third century of serving the profession and the com-
munity, we are pleased to offer you this commemorative edition of
The Philadelphia Lawyer. Look for it in January.  

Coming in January 2002 . . .

B ook Explains What’s Right With Law s u i t s
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2020 WALNUT STREET

2 bedroom, 2 bath, eat-in kitchen,
high floor, available immediately.

$350,000
2 bedroom, 2 bath, new carpet,

available immediately.

$309,900

ACADEMY HOUSE

Allan Domb Real Estate Presents 
Luxury Condominiums for Sale!

SOCIETY HILL TOWERS
200 LOCUST STREET

RIVERS EDGE
2301 CHERRY STREET

Tri-level 1 bedroom, 1.5 baths, upgraded kitchen 
& bath, hardwood floors, impeccable condition.

$219,900

INDEPENDENCE
PLACE

233 SOUTH 6TH STREET

2 bedroom & den, 2 baths, 
terrace with a panoramic southeast view,

highly customized, built-ins, 
1960 square feet.

$699,900

PIER - III
3 N. CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS BLVD.

1 bedroom, terrace, high ceilings, 
river view, 1 car parking included.

$177,500

THE PHILADELPHIAN
2401 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE

WANAMAKER HOUSE

1 BR, 1.5 bath, 
wrap-a-round terrace, 

courtyard view.

$195,000

Corner one bedroom on a very
high floor, 

panoramic view, 
available immediately.

$229,900

1 bedroom, terrace, 
available immediately,

1,005 sq. ft.

$129,900

HOPKINSON HOUSE
604 S. WASHINGTON SQUARE

One bedroom, Balcony with
view of Washington Square

1063 sq. ft.

$209,900

ALLAN DOMB REAL ESTATE
1608 WALNUT STREET, SUITE 1303, PHILADELPHIA, PA19103 • 215-545-1500  •  FAX 215-545-1090

www.allandomb.com
VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SEE OUR IPIX VIRTUALTOURS!


