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Self-winding mechanical movement, 
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Offit Kurman, one of the fastest-growing legal service providers in the Mid-Atlantic region,  
has expanded in Philadelphia to meet the needs of dynamic businesses and individuals.

At Offit Kurman, we offer legal services with the highest level of trust, knowledge and confidence while 
providing our clients with a single source for their legal needs — and that’s the perfect partnership.

We encourage you to learn more about Offit Kurman, and how our growth can lead to expansive plans  
for your future as well. For more information, view our Web site at www.offitkurman.com, call on us 
directly at 215.561.1030 or visit our new office at:

Three Parkway 
16th and Cherry Streets 
Suite 1300 
Philadelphia, PA 19102

While Philadelphia continually heralds its rich history...
we proudly announce our expansive future.

Mary Elizabeth Bogan 
Ira W. Bushman
Meyer A. Bushman 
Gary B. Cutler
 

Sayde Joy Ladov
Theodore Marasciulo
Laura F. McDonald
Howard I. Rubin
Neil T. Rubin

Alan A. Sanders
Mark B. Schoeller
Joel S. Solomon
Arlen M.Tompkins

Philadelphia Attorneys Include:

partner  with smart growth

the perfect legal partner

P H I L A D E L P H I A I B A L T I M O R E I W A S H I N G T O N I www.offitkurman.com
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Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow
B y  A D R I E N N E  C o R N W A L L

Whether at home, at work or 
in the world at large, his-
tory often repeats itself. 
By examining closely and 
learning from our past, the 

future can hold different outcomes. Contributors 
in this issue of The Philadelphia Lawyer offer a 
perspective on how the world was, and how it can 
be in the future.

In our cover story, Thomas G. Wilkinson and 
Joseph A. Sullivan take us back in time to the days 
of Alexander Hamilton, the quintessential “Phila-
delphia lawyer,” by visiting with some of today’s 
practitioners who are keeping his tradition alive. 
These standout attorneys eschew the cynicism 
surrounding the state of the legal profession and 
pursue justice for their clients without prejudice, 
proving that the Philadelphia lawyer is indeed 
“Alive and Well.” 

In his retelling of a roller-coaster representation 
of a young Orthodox Jewish man, Steve LaCheen 
looks through the lens of hindsight to reveal that 
what he thought were wins were actually losses in 
the larger picture of his client’s mysterious and 
tragic life. “A Sentence for Structuring” follows the 
case’s ups, downs and ultimate consequences.

Fifteen years ago, law firms were just begin-
ning the process of incorporating the concept of 
diversity into their business culture. At that time, 
the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Minorities in 
the Profession Committee drafted the Statement 
of Goals for the Retention and Promotion of Mi-
norities, a landmark document that encouraged 
firms around the city to take a serious look at their 
cultures. Today, obstacles to diversity look and feel 
different as they have evolved along with the defi-
nition of diversity itself. In “Diversity Now,” Dr. 
Sean Kathleen Lincoln and I try to paint a picture 
of the subtle differences between the obstacles of 
yesterday and today.

Philadelphia has the privilege and responsibility 
to maintain a rich inheritance of cultural treasures, 
from The Dream Garden to The Gross Clinic. In 
“Local Treasures,” attorney Sharon M. Erwin ana-
lyzes local and foreign policies on cultural heritage 

and ways in which Philadelphia can capitalize on 
its current absence of a work-specific crisis after a 
flurry of high-profile situations. 

Looking forward to November, America has the 
benefit of two elections’ worth of case law from 
litigation resulting from contested presidential 
races. “History Lessons,” by Gregory M. Harvey, 
distills the major issues from 2000 and 2004, 
as well as the legislative remedies enacted in re-
sponse to the lawsuits that may be tested in this 
year’s campaign. 

Finally, offering an alternative perspective on 
our last issue’s Advocate piece on the city’s tax 
structure, Jonathan M. Stein revisits his role on 
the Tax Reform Commission by exploring the 
downside of cutting the Business Privilege Tax. 
In “No Magic Bullet,” Stein outlines the reasons 
behind his dissenting opinion on the commission 
and his recommendations on how the city can 
reach a brighter, more solvent future. 

Exploring the past with objectivity can be chal-
lenging, yet it can also reap great rewards for the 
future. Armed with awareness and an understand-
ing of context, we can shape the course of our own 
legacy for future generations.                                 n

Adrienne Cornwall is managing editor of  
The Philadelphia Lawyer. Her e-mail address is 
acornwall@philabar.org.
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“Diversity Now” offers a glimpse at how diversity 
efforts have changed since the issue became more 
prominent a few decades ago.
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When it comes to finances, we can provide you, your  
clients and your firm the right solutions based on a sound  
understanding of each unique situation. From escrow and  

cash management services for your firm, to wealth planning  
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n Law Firm Mergers and Lawyer Transfers. The practice of law has 
changed dramatically in the past fifteen years. Hundreds of firms 
have merged, creating megafirms with offices across the country. 
Mid-sized firms are drying up or being absorbed. Every year hun-
dreds of partners and associates transfer from firm to firm and will 
continue to do so. Are partners now simply the equivalent of junior 
corporate vice presidents to be replaced as the economy dictates? Is 
this good for the bar? Is it good for the clients? 

n Too Many Law Graduates? Are the law schools turning out too 
many lawyers? Will they all find jobs in the law profession? Are the 
law schools giving the graduates a realistic picture of the practice 
of law? Apparently there is a significant movement in this area, as 
the ABA publishes a book Non Legal Careers for Lawyers, now in its 
fifth edition.

n Contract Attorneys. Currently many large firms employ large 
numbers of what are described as con-
tract attorneys who are employed on an 
as-needed basis, with no hopes of be-
coming a partner or moving up in the 
firm. Is this a good practice? Is this a 
procedure that will become a permanent 
part of the law practice?

n The Disappearing General Practitio-
ner. With the growth of the mega law 
firms, what has happened to the small-
office general practitioner who has tra-
ditionally served the general public and 
small businesses? Is this a dying breed? 
Do the law schools even mention this 
part of the practice?

n Alternative Billing. The law firms are 
wedded to billing by the hour. We have 
seen numerous articles suggesting alter-
native billing. Is this realistic? 

n Who Will Train the Trial Lawyers? 
Despite all the emphasis on mediation 
and settlement, some cases simply won’t 

settle, and there must be qualified trial law-
yers who can face a jury or complex bench 
trial. Where will those persons gain their 
experience? It is not a skill learned from 
a book or a CLE course. There are fewer 
and fewer skilled trial lawyers in the upper 
ranks of large firms. We can’t go on say-
ing pro bono cases will provide that experi-
ence.  

 n Appointment of Federal Magistrates to 
Federal District Court. In the Eastern Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania there has never been 
a federal magistrate judge that has been 
appointed to the bench as a federal district 

court judge. In some other federal districts, magistrate judges are 
selected as district judges, taking advantage of the training and ex-
perience of the magistrate judges. The Northern District of Illinois 
has done it several times. We have very talented and experienced 
magistrate judges in the Eastern District. Why not here? We would 
like to hear from former magistrate judges and former district 
court judges, and especially the United States Senators from Penn-
sylvania on the subject.

If you are interested in voicing your opinion on any of these sub-
jects, or other topics you feel are relevant to the practice of law to-
day, please contact me to discuss the requirements.

Peter Vaira, a member of the editorial board of The Philadelphia 
Lawyer, is a partner in the law firm of Vaira & Riley, P.C. His e-mail 
address is p.vaira@vairariley.com.
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frOm THE EdITOr

Pen to Paper
By PETER VAIRA
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I have the honor to serve as the editor of The 
Philadelphia Lawyer magazine for the next 
year. During this time, I would like to see the 
magazine become a forum to explore many 
of the major issues that face the legal profes-

sion today. I would like to see articles or commentaries 
from members of the bar or other professionals on the 
following subjects.

Jeff Lyons

“I would like to 
see the magazine 
become a forum 
to explore many 

of the major issues 
that face the legal 

profession.”
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