
Senior Lawyers Professional and Public Service Committee 
Program of Assistance to Lawyers 

Operating Guidelines 
 

 
A. Purpose 
 
 The purpose of the Program of Assistance to Lawyers (the “Program”) shall be to 
assist lawyers, their colleagues, representatives and family, in the event that the lawyer 
becomes unable to continue to practice law due to medical condition or death. 
 
B. Eligibility 
 
 A lawyer who is the beneficiary of this Program’s services shall, at the time of his 
or her disability or death, be on active status for the practice of law in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 
 
C. Services Provided 
 

1. Services provided by volunteer lawyers through this Program shall be 
limited in scope and of a temporary nature.  The services shall include, but 
not be limited to: 

 
a. taking an inventory of the lawyer’s files;  
b. notifying courts of law, administrative agencies, opposing counsel, 

clients and other interested individuals of the unavailability of the 
lawyer to continue in the practice of law; 

c. transferring files to clients or to lawyers approved by clients; 
d. returning unearned fees, funds held in escrow and other property to 

clients and beneficiaries; and 
e. collecting unpaid fees earned by the lawyer receiving assistance. 

 
2. Volunteer lawyers in this Program shall provide their time free of charge.  

Costs, such as postage and copying, shall be borne by the lawyer receiving 
assistance, that lawyer’s representative, colleague or family member, as 
appropriate. 

 
D. Volunteer Lawyers 
 

The lawyers providing volunteer services through this Program shall:  
 
1. be on active status for the practice of law in Pennsylvania;  
2. maintain professional liability insurance and provide proof of coverage to 

the Philadelphia Bar Association; 
3. provide the Philadelphia Bar Association with a list of practice areas with 

which they are familiar; 



4. not represent for a fee any client represented by the lawyer receiving 
services through this Program, nor benefit in any other manner as a result 
of the services provided, nor assume any part of the practice of the lawyer 
being assisted; and 

5. report to the Chair of the Senior Lawyers Professional and Public Service 
Committee (the “Chair”) that services have been concluded. 
 

E. Assignment of Volunteers 
 

1. The Philadelphia Bar Association shall maintain the list of volunteer 
lawyers according to practice areas and collect proof of professional 
liability insurance coverage for the volunteer lawyers. 

2. When a request for assistance is received by the Program, the Chair shall 
review such request and determine whether the lawyer is eligible to 
receive services through this Program. 

3. If the lawyer is deemed eligible, the Chair shall assign a volunteer lawyer 
to the matter, taking into consideration areas of practice of the disabled 
lawyer and the volunteer. 

  
 


