
by Nancy L. Hebble

The law firms of Eckert Seamans
Cherin & Mellott LLC and Berner &
Klaw will receive the Bar Association’s
first Family-Friendly Awards at a recep-

tion to be held Thursday, Sept. 14 from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Justice Roberts
Room at the law firm of Montgomery,
McCracken, Walker & Rhoads LLP, 123
S. Broad St., 28th floor.

The awards program, established by
Bar Chancellor Doreen S. Davis and
developed by the Women in the Pro-
fession Committee, honors law firms
and corporations for their employment
policies that indicate an understanding
of the importance of family in its many
forms.

“Because of these firms’ family-
friendly policies, employees at both
Eckert Seamans and Berner & Klaw are
able to devote appropriate time and
energy to their families without jeopar-
dizing their careers in any way,” said
Davis, who will present the awards to
Eckert Seamans, winner in the large-
firm category, and Berner & Klaw, win-

ner in the small-firm category.
At Eckert Seamans’ Philadelphia

office, 37 percent of its partners are
women. From October 1994 to June
2000, the firm’s managing partner/

member in charge was a female partner
working part-time.

The family-friendly questionnaire
completed by the firm reports a long-
time policy of conferring partner status
on part-time attorneys, having named
the first part-time female partner in
1986 and a second in 1988. Also in
1988, the firm voted a female attorney
into the partnership while she was on
maternity leave. That attorney returned
to work part-time and has continued
on that schedule for the past 12 years.
From 1986 to the present, ten partners
have worked alternative schedules,
including two male partners. Currently,
six of the 26 attorneys in the office
work part time.

Other family-friendly policies at
Eckert Seamans include paid subsidies
since 1992 for backup child care for

Two Firms Feted as Family-Friendly Workplaces

The Monthly Newspaper of the Philadelphia Bar Association September 2000 Vol. 29,  No. 9

®

United States District Chief Judge James T.
Giles has been named as the recipient of the
Bar’s 2000 William J. Brennan Jr. Distinguished
Jurist Award. He will receive the award during
the Bar’s Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon,
Thursday, Oct. 12 at noon in the Grand Ballroom
of the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue.

Judge Giles has been chief judge of the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, one of the largest federal judicial
districts in the country, since January 1999. He
was appointed to the bench by President Jimmy
Carter and confirmed by the U.S. Senate in
November 1979.

He was designated by the Third Circuit as
one of the visiting judges to the District of the
Virgin Islands to help reduce the backlog of civil
and criminal cases amassed due to non-
appointment and delay of appointment of per-
manent judges to that district.

Since his ongoing service in that district
began in October 1990, he has decided criminal
cases, including first-degree murder and large
drug importation trials. His civil cases have
involved significant disputes in the areas of

Giles Will Re c e i ve
Bar’s Brennan Aw a r d

U.S. District Chief Judge James T. Giles
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The Family-Friendly Award by Alessi

University of Pennsylvania President Dr.
Judith Rodin has been confirmed as the
keynote speaker for the Bar’s Quarterly
Meeting on Thursday, Oct. 12. Details on the
Quarterly Meeting speaker are published
beginning on page three.

Rodin to Address Bar

Buyers Beware!
Dear Association Members:

By now many of you may have received a request
from PCNA Communications Corporation, a Florida-
based company, to complete a questionnaire so that
you can be listed in a legal directory PCNA is
attempting to publish. Please be aware that this pub-
lication is not affiliated in any way with the Phila-
delphia Bar Association.  

Your Association has published the annual Legal
Directory, a comprehensive source of information for
the legal community, for 120 years.

Don’t be confused by other solicitations for your
listing or your advertising dollars. I urge you to 
continue to support the official Philadelphia Bar
Association Legal Directory.

Kenneth Shear,
Executive Director



by Doreen S. Davis

The classic “September Song”
laments the steady passage of time.

Hours, days, months and even years
pass by before we know it. The ap-
proach of another autumn reminds us
that we must make haste if we are to
complete unfinished business and
reach the goals we have set for our-
selves for the year.

One of these goals involves our
own U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania. For several
years now, we’ve been trying to help
see to it that vacancies on the court are

filled so that the bench reaches its full
complement of judges. This is critically
important to the success and effective-
ness of the justice system. The court
faces a huge caseload of serious busi-
ness every day.

Over the past year, much progress
has been made in confirming federal
judicial nominees for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania. In the spring,
the nominations of Judges Petrese B.
Tucker and Berle M. Schiller, Mary A.
McLaughlin and H. Barclay Surrick

advanced. All four are now seated on
the federal bench. The advancement of
these and other nominations resulted
from the close cooperation of U.S.
Sens. Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum
and U.S. Reps. Bob Brady and Chakah
Fattah of Pennsylvania, and a newly
energized effort by senators and the
White House to get new judges nomi-
nated and confirmed. For our part, we
can thank former Association Chan-
cellor Mark A. Aronchick and lawyers
Timothy J. Carson, Alan Kessler and
John S. Summers for their work to help
keep the process moving along.

But the job is not quite finished.
There are three vacancies left on the

local federal bench. We now have a
chance to fill two of them. Two nomi-
nees—Philadelphia Common Pleas
Court Judge Legrome D. Davis and
attorney S. David Fineman—still await
confirmation. Such judicial nominees
are often confirmed in groups or
“packages,” as Democrats and
Republicans in the Senate work to
accommodate one another. Political
considerations are a fact of life in
Washington and we all accept that. But
now, the political clock makes prompt
action on these unconfirmed nomina-
tions all the more important.

The national political conventions
are over. September is here and it’s
time to tend to unfinished business.
Between now and the beginning of the
new administration in Washington,
there will be another chance to con-
firm Judge Davis and Fineman. After
that, this brief window of opportunity
may very well close.

It must also be noted that Ju d g e
D avis has already waited far too long
for his confirmation. First nominated
more than two years ago, he was
renominated by President Clinton in

January 1999. Judge Davis is supe r b l y
qualified. He was ranked first by the
Federal Judicial Nominating Commis-
sion out of 96 judges and law yers who

applied for consideration. He has con-
sistently gained the highest ratings and
has a reputation for fairness, good tem-
perament, balanced judgment and
i n t e g r i t y. He is a leader on the Phila-
delphia Court of Common Pleas. It is
difficult to comprehend why Ju d g e
D avis has had to wait longer for a
hearing before the Senate Ju d i c i a r y
Committee than almost any nominee
in the country. He has won plaudits all
around and there do not seem to be
any obvious opponents to his confir-
m a t i o n .

Recently, Bar Association leaders
joined with the Philadelphia Black
Clergy, the Barristers’ Association and
the Korean Clergy of Philadelphia and
several other groups to press once
again for Judge Davis’ confirmation.

Our colleague S. David Fineman
also comes with admirable qualifica-
tions for the federal bench. Fineman, a
partner in the law firm of Fineman &
Bach, P.C. and its predecessor firms
since 1981, has also served as a gover-
nor of the U.S. Postal Service since

1995. He is a former assistant public
defender for the Defender Association
of Philadelphia and clerked for
Superior Court Judge J. Sydney Hoff-
man after graduating from the Amer-
ican University School of Government
and the George Washington University
National Law Center. Again, this is a
nominee who has attracted much
commendation. 

The time has come to act. Precious
few days remain.

Unfinished business must be com-
pleted and these two nominees need to
be confirmed. You can be sure that we
will continue to work in that direction.

Doreen S. Davis, partner in the law firm of law firm of
M o n t g o m e r y, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads LLP, is
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association. Her e-
mail address is ch a n c e l l o r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g .
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Judicial Confirmations Still Unfinished Business
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on the local federal bench.

We now have a chance to fill

two of them. The political clock

makes prompt action on these

unconfirmed nominations all
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For the Record
Due to a production error, Scott

F. Cooper’s name was omitted from
his letter to the editor in the August
issue. The Editorial Board and staff
of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter sin-
cerely regret the error.

by Robert Nigro

Nearly all of the 25 law yers who
attended a meeting to discuss a Bar
p r o posal to obtain office space to sat-
isfy New Jersey’s bona fide office rule
expressed interest in using such an
o f f i c e .

During the meeting, convened on
Aug. 10 by the Association at Bar
Headquarters, attendees also offered
other opinions and suggestions abo u t
h ow the Bar should proceed in the
interest of its membership to satisfy
the rule.

The bona fide office rule mandates
that law yers who wish to represent
clients in New Jersey must maintain
an office “where clients are met, files

are kept, the telephone is answered,
mail is received and the attorney or a
r e s ponsible person acting on behalf of
the attorney can be reached in pe r s o n
and by telephone during normal
business hours to answer questions
posed by the courts, clients or adve r-
s a r i e s .”

During the meeting, mod e r a t o r
and Bar Vice Chancellor Allan H.
Gordon, who has been invo l ved with
the issue closely in recent months,
called New Jersey’s blockade to keep
other states’ law yers out a “situation”
instead of a problem for Philadelphia
l aw yers, since, he said, the New Je r s e y
Supreme Court seems willing to work
out a compromise.

On June 26, the court’s order gave

the Association 90 days to prov i d e
more information about its propo s a l
to rent space for an office satisfying
the rule’s requirements for the use of
Philadelphia law yers licensed to prac-
tice in New Je r s e y. Spe c i f i c a l l y, the
court wants the Association to revise
its proposal to include the location of
the Bar’s proposed office, information
a bout the attorneys expected to use
the office, how many hours they will
be using it and how that time will be
monitored, the ratio of attorneys to
“ r e s ponsible persons” in the office and
the responsible person’s duties, the
amount of office space dedicated to
l aw yers’ meetings with clients, how
office expenses will be divided among

Bar Planning for N.J. Bona Fide Office

continued on page 13
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She has been called a trailblazer by
the national media. She’s Dr. Judith
Rodin, the first alumna to serve as
president of the University of Penn-
sylvania and the first woman to serve
as president of an Ivy League institu-
tion. Now, as part of an event that cel-
ebrates the accomplishments of
women, Dr. Rodin will address Bar
members during the Association’s
Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon on
Thursday, Oct. 12 at noon at Park Hyatt
Philadelphia at the Bellevue. 

Elected the seventh president and
chief executive of Penn in 1993, Dr.
Rodin took office on July 1, 1994. Dr.
Rodin also holds appointments on the
Penn faculty as a professor of psychol-
ogy in the School of Arts and Sciences
and as a professor of medicine and
psychiatry in the School of Medicine. A
member of the faculty at Yale Univer-

sity for more than 22 years prior to her
appointment at Penn, Dr. Rodin was
provost at Yale at the time of her elec-
tion as Penn’s president.

Her research interest has focused on
the relationship between psychological
and biological processes in human
health and behavior. She has pub-
lished more than 200 journal articles
and book chapters and is the author or
co-author of 10 books, including Body
Traps (William Morrow, 1992), which
examines the role of physical appear-
ance in the psychological health of
women.

Dr. Rodin also was appointed by
President Clinton to the Presidential
Committee of Advisors on Science and
Technology and to the steering com-
mittee of college presidents for
America Reads.

She received a bachelor’s degree in

psychology from the University of
Pennsylvania in 1966 and was elected
to Phi Beta Kappa. She received a Ph.D.
in psychology from Columbia Uni-
versity in 1970 and studied at the
University of California at Irvine in
1971 as a National Science Foundation
Postdoctoral Fellow.

Selected as one of “The Best of 1996”
by “NBC Nightly News,” Dr. Rodin was
also featured in the cover story “The 25
Most Influential Working Mothers,” as
published in the February 1998 issue of
Working Mother. She was also recog-
nized for her research contributions in
the article, “Health Heroes: Our Second
Annual Salute to 10 Trailblazers
Who’ve Made America a Healthier
Place for Women,” published in the
October 1998 issue of American Health
for Women.

Dr. Judith Rodin Confirmed as Quarterly Speaker

continued on page 19 Dr. Judith Rodin



by Robert Nigro

During its Aug. 3 meeting, the Bar’s
Board of Governors adopted a joint
resolution from the Family Law Section
and Delivery of Legal Services commit-
tees supporting public access to do-
mestic relations courtroom proceed-
ings in Philadelphia Family Court.
However, the Board tabled a Family
Law Section resolution supporting the
Association’s maintenance of a referral
list of qualified family law attorney
mediators.

After the courtroom access resolu-
tion was presented by Support Center
for Child Advocates Executive Director
Frank P. Cervone, Family Court Admin-
istrative Judge Paul P. Panepinto
responded to concerns expressed in
the resolution, namely, that both the
profession and the litigants are harmed
by the proceedings being closed to vis-
itors.

Judge Panepinto agreed. He sug-
gested that a joint task force of Bar
Association members and court repre-
sentatives be formed to deal with both
short- and long-term solutions to
problems of access to courtrooms at
the court’s Domestic Relations Branch

at 34 S. 11th St.
Chief among the problems, he said,

are courtrooms too small to readily
accommodate visitors, as well as logis-
tical and security issues surrounding
the often private and emotional pro-
ceedings dealing with child support,
custody, divorce and protection from
abuse orders.

Following the Board’s vote, Chan-
cellor Doreen S. Davis responded to
Judge Panepinto’s suggestion, stating
she would appoint Bar members to
serve on a joint task force.

In other business, Family Law
Section Chair Lise A. Fisher presented
the attorney-mediator resolution. She
stated that maintaining a list of Bar-
recommended attorney-mediators
would benefit the public, who could
be assured that mediators on the list
have been screened for competence
and experience by the Bar Association,
using criteria similar to the Bar’s
Lawyer Referral and Information
Service. She also addressed several
concerns about making the list avail-
able, including the idea that a trade
organization like the Bar Association
should not support mediation at the
expense of lawyers’ livelihoods. Fisher

also acknowledged the concern that
lawyer mediators must be trained to
know when matters before them are
instead best handled in the courts with
counsel, and the concern about poten-
tial liability issues for the Association
in making a list of “recommended”
attorney mediators available to the
general public.

Several Board members, among
them former Family Law Section Chair
Ned Hark, expressed concern about
liability and lawyer livelihood issues.

“I don’t think the Bar Association
wants to be the test case,” he said, “for
people who don’t understand the
process and only see the mediation as
coming from the Bar Association,
which they believe means a guarantee
of their getting a fair deal.” Hark added
that sole and small-firm lawyers can
be hurt financially from the loss of
even a few cases per year to Bar
Association-sponsored mediation.

But former Section Chair Edward
Blumstein spoke to the latter issue,
stating that the memo of understand-
ing that comes out of mediation is
nonbinding and only a blueprint for
enforcement with the assistance of
counsel.

“How people are going to get their
pro se divorce is unfathomable to me,”
he said.

The Board then tabled the resolu-
tion, pending further investigation into
liability issues.

In other business, the Board also
discussed a report presented by past
Bar Chancellors Edward F. Chacker and
David H. Marion, who comprise the

Bar’s  Election Procedures Task Force
with former Chancellor Laurance E.
Baccini. Details of the report were pub-
lished on page three of the August edi-
tion of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter. A
story reporting on action taken by the
Bar’s Nominating Committee in
response to the report is published on
page 19 of this issue.

Also during the meeting, the Board
heard a report from former Chancellor
Abraham C. Reich, who serves as an
Association delegate to the American
Bar Association’s House of Delegates.
He and fellow ABA Delegate Francis P.
Devine III, also a former Chancellor,
were on hand for the delegates’ recent
vote on the issue of multidisciplinary
practices (MDPs).

The Philadelphia Bar is on record as
supporting the idea that certain kinds
of lawyer-controlled MDPs should be
allowed to exist with certain restric-
tions. Reich reported, however, that a
compromise resolution, which he
called “90 percent fluff,” passed by the
House of Delegates does not endorse
MDPs but instead calls for the ABA to
reconfirm its commitment to the core
principles of the legal profession. Reich
reported that the sentiment in the ABA
seems to be that the issue of MDPs will
not be revisited.

Earlier in the meeting, in her
announcements, Chancellor Doreen S.
Davis praised the Young Lawyers
Division for taking honors in every
category it entered in the American
Bar Association’s annual Awards of
Achievement competition. The YLD
won a first-place award for its People’s
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Career Planning and Placement
from

Career counseling and résumé review services
by appointment,

Mondays from 9 to 11 a.m. and Fridays from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
at Bar Headquarters.

Learn more at
www.juristaff.com or www.philadelphiabar.org

or call JuriStaff at (215) 751-9100, ext. 301.

All workshops are held on Wednesdays at noon
Bar Headquarters, 10th floor, 1101 Market St.

No reservations required!

• “Preparing a Cover Letter,” Sept. 6
• “Interview Techniques,” Sept. 13
• “Job Search Strategy,” Sept. 20
• “Résumé Drafting,” Sept. 27

• “Internet Job Searching,” Oct. 4

Upcoming workshops:

Check out JuriStaff’s job postings
at Bar Headquarters, www.juristaff.com,

and on the Bar’s Placement Hotline: (215) 238-6329.

Nominating Committee Seeks
Candidates for Association Offices

The Nominating Committee of the Philadelphia Bar Association has been
formed. Committee members are Edward F. Chacker, Chair, Mark A. Aronchick,
Andrew A. Chirls, Merritt Cole, Doreen S. Davis, Andrea M. Deutsch, Allan H.
Gordon, Chip Harvey, Marilyn Heffley, Marla A. Joseph, Stanley Krakower, Jeffrey
M. Lindy, Richard H. Lowe, Ann C. Mulé, Mary F. Platt, Carl S. Primavera, Judge
Todd Seelig, Richard S. Seidel, Melvin R. Shuster, Jonathan Sokoloff, Joseph
Vignola, and Michael L. Viola.

Association Secretary Carl Oxholm III serves as a non-voting member of the
committee, which has scheduled meeting dates for Monday, Sept. 11 at noon,
and Tuesday, Oct. 10 and Wednesday, Oct. 11 at 4 p.m. 

Offices for which candidates are being solicited are Vice Chancellor, Secretary,
Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, and five seats for three-year
terms on the Board of Governors, three of which are to be nominated by the
Nominating Committee.

Individuals who wish to be considered for any office should submit a résumé
of their background and indicate the position for which they wish to run. 

Materials should be submitted to Nominating Committee Chair Edward F.
Chacker, c/o Mary Kate Szalwinski, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market St.,
11th floor, Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Deadline for submissions is 5 p.m. on
Friday, Oct. 6.

Board Supports Public Access to Family Court,
Expects to Revisit Family Law Mediator Issue

continued on page 19
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The Bar Association’s Web site,
www.philadelphiabar.org, has won the
National Association of Bar Executives
(NABE) Luminary Award for Excellence
in Web sites for associations of 5,001 to
14,999 members.

The award is given for “a Web site
effort that exemplifies excellence in
usefulness, ease of use, content and
design in meeting the needs of the
Web site’s targeted audience.”

Web sites were judged on five crite-
ria: navigability and ease of use,
design, success in meeting stated
objectives and in reaching targeted
audience, content (analytical resources,
current news, links) and innovation
and technical excellence. The competi-
tion included state and local bar asso-
ciations from across the country.

Luminary Award judges praised the
site’s “good, concise content” and infor-
mation provided to members, as well
as its “attractive” home page. Judges
also commended the use of testimoni-
als on the site’s member benefits page,
as well as the “clean use of text” and
the site’s “nice mix of advertising and
editorial content.”

The site began earlier this year as a
substantial redesign and improvement
to the Web site the Association has
maintained since 1996. The site
remains a valuable way for members
of the Bar and the public to tap the
Association’s resources, since it is

updated regularly so that members can
always receive the latest available
information on Association events,
activities, news, policies and state-
ments, around the clock.

During the redesign, the site was
planned to be more functional and
interactive and to serve as a platform
for adding new online services for Bar
members, address the needs of Bar sec-
tions and committees and to highlight
the Bar’s reputation and experience to
the public, legal community, law stu-
dents and current and potential Bar
members.

Bar Chancellor Doreen S. Davis
commented on the news of the award:
“We are very proud that the Web site
has won the Luminary,” she said.

“It represents the hard work of
many, many members of the staff,
especially Web site manager and senior
public relations associate Mark A.
Tarasiewicz, who did a wonderful job
in helping to create the site and in re-
sponding to the needs of our mem-
bers,” she added.

Bar Executive Director Kenneth
Shear added his congratulations to the
Bar’s Board of Governors and the Bar
staff “for making our winning the
award possible.

“We thank the Board for allocating
and authorizing the resources to devel-
op the site,” he said. “We also must
thank Bar leaders for continuing to

support us as we improve and expand
the site, and in recognizing that we are
on the cutting edge among bar associ-
ations in delivering information to our
members.”

The NABE Luminary Awards honor
the work of individuals, or teams,
within an association. The Bar’s
Luminary Award will be presented to

the Association at the annual NABE
Communications Workshop in Lake
Tahoe, Sept. 6-9.

NABE is an organization for execu-
tive directors and the professional
staffs of bar associations. NABE mem-
bers are from every discipline and
every service that contributes to the
success of bar associations.

The Association’s Lawyer Referral
and Information Service (LRIS) is tak-
ing steps to meet the needs of subur-
ban members and potential clients. 

At a recent meeting, the LRIS’
Oversight Committee decided that it
will no longer require an LRIS panel
attorney to maintain a Philadelphia
office. Ned Hark, chair of the
Oversight Committee, has sent an
invitation letter to suburban Bar
members advising them of this new
opportunity.

“We are a Bar Association that
serves the entire metropolitan area,”
Hark explained. “The public should
have access to our members who
maintain suburban offices.” 

The committee’s action is in
response to fundamental demograph-
ic shifts taking place in the region.
According to the Bar’s recent Survey
of Philadelphia Lawyers, suburban
attorneys now account for more than
23 percent of Association member-
ship. Meanwhile, the proportion of

clients referred to lawyers through
LRIS who are non-Philadelphia resi-
dents has risen to half. 

Sayde J. Ladov, a former chair of
the LRIS committee, commented, “I
am delighted that LRIS is welcoming
suburban attorneys and clients into
the fold. If we believe what we read in
the barwide survey, then we know
that so much of our population is no
longer in Center City and there is no
reason why lawyers and clients
should be deprived of the special

benefits that LRIS provides to its
member attorneys and to the public. I
am delighted that we have expanded
our horizons.”

Any Association member who is
interested in receiving referrals
through the Lawyer Referral and
Information Service may obtain infor-
mation and an application form by
contacting Charles J. Klitsch, assistant
director of public and legal services,
by phone at (215) 238-6326 or by e-
mail at cklitsch@philabar.org.

LRIS Welcomes Suburban Attorneys, Clients

Bar’s Web Site Wins National Luminary Award

The award is given for a Web site effort that exemplifies excellence in

usefulness, ease of use, content and design in meeting the needs of the

Web site’s targeted audience.

Lawyers Learn Role of Judges Abroad
During the committee’s Aug. 24 meeting at the offices of Reed Smith Shaw

& McClay LLP, Justice Carmen A. Agius (standing) of the Maltese Court of
Appeals and Constitutional Court, discussed judicial independence and discre-
tion in Malta, as well as the other side of the coin—judicial deference, in mat-
ters of foreign affairs, to the executive branch in Malta and other countries.
The justice also is co-chancellor of the University of Malta, where he teaches
criminology and human rights, is a member of the Permanent Court of
Arbitration (The Hague) and is a Maltese delegate to the International Criminal
Court Treaty. Seated at left is Committee Co-Chair Enid H. Adler.

Young Lawyers to Extend Welcome
to First-Year Associates Sept. 14

On Thursday, Sept. 14, all young lawyers are invited to welcome first-year
associates to Philadelphia and the Bar Association during the Young Lawyers
Division’s “See You in September” happy hour, from 6 to 8 p.m. at The Boathouse
in the Rittenhouse Hotel, 210 W. Rittenhouse Sq.

The event, sponsored by JuriStaff Legal Staffing, will feature complimentary
beer and wine.

More information about this event or future “First Thursday” happy hours
may be obtained by contacting YLD Social Committee Co-Chair and Financial
Secretary Jennifer J. Platzkere at (215) 569-5642 or platzkere@blankrome.com.



Business Law Section
The Business Law Section has creat-

ed a new Human Resources Committee
to promote cooperation and collabora-
tion among attorneys working in the
area of human resources or employee
relations, to share resources and to
pursue other activities, such as contin-
uing legal education and networking
through electronic communications, in
which working together would be ben-
eficial. Committee membership will be
comprised of corporate counsel, attor-
neys in private practice and attorneys
working on the business side in
human resources.

The committee will begin meeting
this fall. Those interested in joining the
committee or receiving notices of its
programs should contact Committee
Chair Deborah Weinstein at Eckert
Seamans Cherin & Mellott, 1515
Market St., Philadelphia, PA 19102.
Phone: (215) 851-8403. Fax: (215) 851-
8383. E-mail: dw@escm.com.

Criminal Justice Section
Liz Greenfield and Kathy Martin,

co-chairs of the section’s Women’s
Subcommittee, have announced that
the second in the section’s series of
women’s coffee hours will deal with
the topic of stress reduction. Speaker
will be Naomi Dank Ph.D., associate
director of the Beck Institute for
Cognitive Therapy and Research.

The event will be held on Tuesday,
Sept. 26 in the 11th floor Conference
Center at Bar Headquarters, 1101
Market St.

All women involved in the criminal
justice process, as members of the
bench or bar, are invited to attend.
Light refreshments will be served.

The event is free of charge but
reservations are required and may be
obtained by calling the Bar’s Member
Services Department at (215) 238-6313.

Federal Courts Committee
Committee Chair Mary F. Platt has

announced two planned meetings for
September.

On Thursday, Sept. 14, the commit-
tee will hold a special meeting to dis-
cuss and vote on proposed Revisions
to the Working Rules of Professional-
ism. The meeting will begin at 12:30
p.m. in the 11th floor Conference
Center at Bar Headquarters, 1101
Market St.

The committee’s regularly scheduled
monthly meeting will be held on
Wednesday, Sept. 27 at 12:30 p.m. in
the 11th floor Conference Center at Bar
Headquarters. This will be a joint
meeting with the Association’s Busi-
ness Litigation Committee. Federal
Courts Committee member Patrick T.
Ryan and Lee Applebaum of the

Business Litigation Committee will pre-
sent “RICO Made Easy.”

State Civil Committee
During a July 27 meeting, Workers’

Compensation Judge A. Michael
Snyder and his Workers’ Compensation
Section Co-Chair, Patrice A. Toland,
spoke to the State Civil Committee
about physicians’ fees when acting as
experts and the charges imposed by
doctors when examinations or court
appearances must be postponed or

canceled. They said that the Inter-
professional Code adopted in 1973 was
created to deal with this and related
issues, such as securing payment of
fees. However, the speakers said, the
code requires substantial revision to
deal with the current realities of med-
ical and legal practice. After lengthy
committee discussion, it was decided
that members of the State Civil Com-
mittee should be invited to contact
Richard S. Seidel, chair of the commit-
tee’s Subcommittee on Interprofes-

sional Relations, with any comments or
suggestions on this issue. Seidel may
be reached by phone at (215) 985-9699
or by fax at (215) 985-0912.    
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R O U N D - U P
“Round-up” highlights news of As s o -
ciation sections and committees. News
m ay be mailed to: Round-up, Mana -
ging Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter,
1101 Market St., 11th fl. Philadelphia
Pa. 191 07- 2 911; e-mailed to reporter -
@ p h i l a ba r.org; or faxed to (215 ) 23 8 -
6301. 



In response to Association Chan-
cellor Doreen S. Davis’ call for enhanc-
ing civility among lawyers, the Bar’s
Federal Courts Committee and Young
Lawyers Division will offer “Civility: A
Role Meant for Young Lawyers” a
course discussing the importance of
civility in a litigator’s practice.

The course, which offers two ethics
credits in continuing legal education,
has been scheduled for Thursday, Oct.
5 at 2:30 p.m. in the Ceremonial

Courtroom in the U.S. Courthouse at
6th and Market streets.

During the event, a panel of federal
judges and lawyers will discuss basic
principles of civility, how younger
lawyers can incorporate these princi-
ples into their practices and effective
strategies for responding to offensive
conduct by opposing counsel.

Course participants can hear experi-
enced litigators and judges offer practi-
cal remedies to incivility among

lawyers and are invited to join the dis-
cussion with suggestions and solutions
of their own.

Following the seminar, the Young
Lawyers Division and the Federal
Courts Committee will co-sponsor a
“Meet the Federal Judges” wine and
cheese reception at 4:30 p.m. outside
the courtroom.

Registration for the civility seminar
may be obtained by contacting the
Pennsylvania Bar Institute at (800) 247-

4724. Course fees are as follows: $69 for
members of any Pennsylvania or
county bar association, $59 for mem-
bers admitted after Jan. 1, 1996, $89 for
nonmembers, $59 for paralegals, $35
for judges and judicial law clerks, and
$30 for those clerks admitted after Jan.
1, 1996.

Reservations for the Association’s
post-seminar reception may be
obtained by completing and returning
the form below.

The Association has endorsed capi-
tolwire.com as its recommended
Internet-based government news and
information service. capitolwire.com
integrates proprietary news reporting
on issues and legislation in healthcare,
education, transportation, labor, taxa-
tion, environment, commerce, procure-
ment and politics with interactive
access to state government informa-
tion. The service covers issues affecting
the business of law, special-interest
groups, the business community and
the news media.

On June 29, the Bar’s Board of

Governors approved a proposal for the
Bar to enter into an agreement with
the service. Under the agreement, capi-
tolwire.com will have the opportunity
to offer Bar members discounted sub-
scriptions to its service in Pennsylvania
and will actively solicit feedback from
Association members for product
development improvements. capitol-
wire.com also will provide Bar staffers
access to its service, ultimately enhanc-
ing the Bar’s service to its members.

“capitolwire.com gives Bar members
a source of quality information that
can help provide better services to
clients and create proactive marketing
opportunities,” said Bar Chancellor
Doreen S. Davis, partner at Montgom-
ery, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads LLP.

The service’s technology allows each
subscriber to personalize and manage
the information he or she receives, by
topic, by region or by key word.

Site features include “Under the
Dome,” spotlighting state government
issues and personalities; “Regulatory
Watch,” providing access to full texts of
proposed new regulations and regula-

tory amendments; “Procurement,”
offering comprehensive information on
state-level procurement announce-
ments; “National Headlines,” which
provides a broad-based perspective to
state events; “Weekly Wrap,” reviewing
the past week and the upcoming
week’s major votes, events and agenda;
and “Capitol Mailbag,” which is a bul-
letin board of correspondence to and
from executive agencies, lawmakers,
lobbyists and interest groups.

New site features to be implement-
ed on Oct. 1 will allow subscribers to
set up custom folders to easily store,
retrieve and manage news, legislation
and information.

Ted Wolf, chief executive officer at
capitolwire.com, commented,
“Attorneys today must contend with
tremendous information overload as

they grapple with regulatory, legislative
and business issues on behalf of their
clients. Our service streamlines the
information gathering process for
them, providing customized access to
both news and analysis right on their
desktops.”

capitolwire.com began last year in
Harrisburg, Pa. and plans to expand
into all 50 states. Current law firm
users include Blank Rome Comisky &
McCauley LLP, Stevens & Lee, Klett
Rooney Lieber & Schorling P.C.,
Buchanan Ingersoll P.C. and Pepper
Hamilton LLP.

The Bar has provided a link to capi-
tolwire.com from the home page of its
own Web site, www.philadelphiabar-
.org. More information about the ser-
vice and a trial subscription are avail-
able at www.capitolwire.com.
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Bar Endorses capitolwire.com’s News, Info Service

YLD’s Attorney Mentoring Program
Schedules Orientation for Oct. 3

The next orientation session for the Young Lawyers Division’s Attorney
Mentoring Program (AMP) will be held from noon to 2 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 3
at the offices of Blank Rome Comisky & McCauley LLP, One Logan Square, 10th
floor.

The program provides mentoring relationships to middle-school students
identified to be at risk for truancy and helps foster continued school attendance
and participation in school-related activities. At the orientation, leaders will
introduce potential volunteers to the program and begin the process of match-
ing volunteers with students in need of mentoring.

The program welcomes members of the legal community to volunteer.
Program volunteers must make a one-year commitment to complete a mini-
mum of four contacts with the student per month, including one face-to-face
meeting.

AMP is sponsored by the School District of Philadelphia, the Philadelphia
District Attorney’s Office, the Support Center for Child Advocates and the Young
Lawyers Division. Registration for the orientation and more information may be
obtained by contacting Vicki Ellis of the School District of Philadelphia’s Family
Resource Network by fax at (215) 299-7332 or by e-mail at vellis@phila.k.12.us.

Bar to Offer CLE Course on Civility for Lawyers 

Return to:
Federal Judges’ Reception
c/o Arleen Weitz
Philadelphia Bar Association
1101 Market St., 11th floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2911

Name:                                                                                                             

Firm:                                                                                                                

Address:                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                       

City:                                            County:                                                        

State:                                           Zip:                                                              

Phone:                                         Fax:                                                              

E-Mail:                                                                                                             

Checks should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association.

The service’s technology allows

each subscriber to personalize

and manage the information he or

she receives, by topic, by region

or by key word.



by Michelle M. Maier

Victims of domestic abuse and other
violence know all too well the feeling
of helpless fear and terror that grips a
person facing life-threatening danger,
according to Pennsylvania State
Representative Lita Cohen. In an effort
to help alleviate some of that fear, the
Women in the Profession Committee
will collect used cell phones at the
Bar’s Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon
on Thursday, Oct. 12, beginning at
noon.

The phones will then be donated to
Call to Protect, a joint effort of the
National Coalition Against Domestic
Violence and the Wireless Foundation.
Call to Protect will have the phones
repaired, reconditioned and repro-
grammed to contact 911 or a crisis hot-
line at the touch of a button. They will
then distribute the phones at no cost
to battered women’s shelters in Phila-
delphia for the use of women at risk in
emergency situations.

Cohen, who chairs the House
Judiciary Committee’s Task Force on
Domestic Relations, was instrumental
in the creation of the program. She
spearheaded a cell phone collection
drive from her district office in
Conshohocken last fall that benefited
women’s shelters and their clients and
residents in Montgomery County.

“With the leap in wireless phone
technology from larger, analog ones to
very compact, digital handsets, a glut
of outdated, unused phones are sitting

in desk drawers or lying on book
shelves, collecting dust. But these
phones can still be put to use—in fact,
possibly to better use—saving lives,
providing a sense of security and pro-
tecting women, older residents and
children in our communities from pos-
sible harm,” Cohen said.

Cohen added that victims of

domestic violence carry these repro-
grammed cell phones with them when
they are out, “going to and from their
cars, grocery or other shopping, or
attending school functions with their
children. If threatened or sensing dan-
ger, a push of a button connects them
to 911, where police and medical help
can be summoned immediately.”

The Oct. 12 Quarterly Meeting and
Luncheon in the Grand Ballroom at the
Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue
is the final drop for donations of cell
phones and accessories such as charg-
ers or batteries.

Before Oct. 12, donations of used
cell phones can be made at Bar Head-
quarters, 1101 Market St.

Bar Collecting Cell Phones to Aid Women in Need
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“Legal View”
featuring

Chancellor
Doreen S. Davis

broadcast
11 a.m. weekdays

WPEN Radio 950 AM

The phones will be repaired,

reconditioned and reprogrammed

to contact 911 or a crisis hotline

at the touch of a button. They

will be distributed at no cost

to battered women’s shelters

in Philadelphia for the use

of women at risk in emergency

situations.

In the foyer of the Grand Ballroom in the
Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue,

Broad and Walnut streets, on Thurs d a y, Oct. 12
from noon to 2 p.m.



by Sue Wasserkrug

The Center for Lesbian and Gay
Civil Rights has relied on law students
for several projects, according to the
center’s Executive Director Andrew
Park. Founded in 1996, the center
advocates equality for lesbians and gay
men in Pennsylvania through legal
assistance, education and policy
reform, according to its mission state-
ment. The center, a Philadelphia Bar
Foundation grantee, is one of only four
direct legal service organizations for

lesbians and gays in the country, Park
said.

Pleased with the students’ energy
and the quality of their work, Park
sought more student participation at
the center. He consulted with Susan
Feathers, director of the Public Service
Program at the University of
Pennsylvania Law School, and the two
of them came up with the idea of a
student-run project that would func-
tion as a legal clinic at the center.
Penn’s Public Service Program assists
students in fulfilling their graduation
requirement of 70 hours of pro bono
service. Working at the center already

was an acceptable way to fulfill that
requirement.

A pilot project began in January,
and the clinic expects to begin full-
time operation this month, providing
services to lesbians and gays on a wide
range of legal issues. A ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the clinic will be held on
Thursday, September 21.

The centerpiece of the clinic is a
telephone hotline. Callers present a
range of legal issues, including family
law, estate planning, employment dis-
crimination, and hate crimes, among
others. When a call comes in, a client
intake form is completed. The student
who handled the call then consults
with an attorney or a more experi-
enced student to determine the most
appropriate course of action. Most
cases, according to Park, do not require
any service beyond the provision of
legal advice over the telephone. Some,
however, are docketed for more com-
prehensive service or representation.

Law students nationwide operate a
variety of projects that address the
legal needs of under-served popula-
tions. Penn Law School, for instance,
has four other student-run projects:
the Guild Food Stamp Clinic, the
Custody and Support Assistance Clinic
(CASAC), the Unemployment Compen-
sation Project, and Penn Advocates for
the Homeless. The Public Service
Program facilitates these student-run
projects and provides administrative
support, while public interest attorneys
provide supervision, and students can
work on one of the projects to fulfill
their pro bono graduation require-
ment. These projects “mobilize students
and provide a service,” according to
Feathers.

The Legal Clinic will be the first stu-
dent-run project to address the legal
needs of lesbians and gays, Park said.

Cheryl Kreisher, a Penn student
working on a joint degree in law and
social work, was doing a social work
placement at the center during the
1999-2000 academic year. She did most
of the research and legwork that went

into setting up the clinic. During that
time, Kreisher tried to look to similar
programs as models, but she was
unable to find any student-run project
focusing on lesbian and gay legal
issues.

“We didn’t think there would be
much out there, but we were surprised
to find that there was absolutely noth-
ing,” Kreisher said.

Undaunted, Park and his staff
turned to other public interest organi-
zations in Philadelphia for procedural
models. As a result, the new clinic bor-
rows some service models from other
organizations. For instance, the clinic
emulates the telephone counseling ser-
vice at the Women’s Law Project and
the intake procedures at the AIDS Law
Project, Park said.

Before beginning work at the clinic,
students are trained in the substantive
areas of the law they are likely to
encounter, intake and interviewing
techniques and administrative proce-
dures. The center is in the process of

creating comprehensive guides on
dozens of areas of the law for students
to refer to when a call comes in.

Students who work on telephone
cases are required to put in three
hours per week, while students who
work on docketed cases must devote
six hours per week. Some students
assist in the legal work for the center
to gain experience in nonprofit law.
Most of the 15 students who were
involved in the pilot launch of the
clinic had participated in one of Penn’s
other student-run projects.

In discussing the center’s work, Park
said that the students were “the driving
force” behind all clinic procedures. He
added that although Penn students
were instrumental in the start-up of
the program, he hopes that students
from Temple University’s Beasley
School of Law and Rutgers University
School of Law in Camden also will
participate. Both of those law schools
have extensive public interest/pro
bono programs that engage large
numbers of students, although neither
school has a public service graduation
requirement.

Will Proctor, a third-year Penn law
student and clinic manager, said that
working on gay and lesbian issues
allows students to be in the forefront
of legal reasoning. The clinic’s cases
require that lawyers and law students
think about using existing laws in new
ways and provide opportunities for
creating new developments in the law,
he said.

Sue Wasserkrug is coordinator for the As s o c i a t i o n ’ s
Delivery of Legal Services Committee. Her e-mail address
is swasserkrug@philaba r. o r g .
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All members of the legal commu-
nity and their friends and families
are invited to join the Bar’s team in
the 2000 AIDS Walk. The charity
event, a 12-kilometer (8-mile) walk
beginning and ending at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art, will be
held Sunday, Oct. 15.

Funds raised will benefit more
than 40 organizations in the region,

including the AIDS Law Project of
Pennsylvania and the Temple Legal
Aid Office of the James E. Beasley
School of Law at Temple University,
that support the estimated 30,000
residents in the Greater Philadelphia
region living with HIV. 

Registration for the walk may be
obtained by contacting the AIDS
Fund Office at (215) 731-WALK or by

visiting www.aidswalkphilly.org. Bar
members are reminded to mention
the Association’s team number, 558,
when registering.

More information about joining
the Bar’s team in the 2000 AIDS Walk
or registration for the event may be
obtained by contacting the AIDS
Fund Office at (215) 731-WALK or
teams@aidswalkphilly.org. 

All Invited to Join Bar’s Team in AIDS Walk

Philadelphia Bar Foundation Grantee in the Spotlight

Model Clinic Opens for Lesbian and Gay Rights

Clinic Manager Will Proctor

says that working on gay and

lesbian issues allows students

to be in the forefront of legal

reasoning. The clinic’s cases

require that lawyers and law

students think about using

existing laws in new ways and

provide opportunities for

creating new developments

in the law.

Will Proctor, a third-year Penn law student, answers a caller’s question in his role as man-
ager of the Center for Lesbian and Gay Civil Rights’ new legal clinic for issues affecting les-
bians and gays.



The Philadelphia Bar Foundation
reminds all Association members that
there’s still time to enjoy a day of golf
at its 12th Annual Golf Classic, on
Monday, Sept. 11 at Saucon Valley
Country Club in Bethlehem, Pa.

The event, held on the site of the
recent U.S. Senior Open, helps raise
funds for the Bar Foundation’s annual
grants to local public-interest agencies.

For the fifth year in a row, partici-
pants in the Golf Classic will have the
opportunity to bid on outings at local
golf courses as well as other offerings
during a silent auction after the event.
For the third year, a raffle will give par-
ticipants the chance to win prizes
including dinners at premier restau-
rants and tickets to productions at
local theater companies.

At the end of the day, prizes will be
presented to individual players and
foursomes with the lowest net and
gross scores. Separate sets of prizes will
be awarded to players on both of the
club’s courses.

Cost is $450 per player for Bar
Association members and $550 for
nonmembers. Price includes all greens
fees, cart, lunch, course refreshments

and attendance at the cocktail recep-
tion and silent auction.

Local lawyers, firms and businesses
are invited to sponsor the event.

Through the Golf Classic and other
fund-raising events, the Philadelphia
Bar Foundation helps local agencies

provide legal services to the poor, dis-
abled, the elderly and children. In so
doing, the Bar Foundation helps thou-
sands of Philadelphians who have
nowhere else to turn. Last year the Golf
Classic raised more than $100,000; this
year’s goal is $110,000.

Those who want more information
about the Golf Classic or want to be a
sponsor should contact Melissa Engler
at (215) 238-6347 or mengler@phila-
bar.org. A registration form for the
event is available on the Bar’s Web site
at www.philadelphiabar.org.
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Save
the Date!

Philadelphia Bar
Foundation’s Annual

Andrew
Hamilton

Ball
Saturday, Nov. 11, 2000

Grand Ballroom
Park Hyatt Philadelphia

at The Bellevue

Information: 238-6347

Philadelphia Bar Foundation

Annual Golf Classic Set at Saucon Valley, Sept. 11
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Please make         reservations for the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Quarterly Meeting
and Luncheon. Tickets are $40 for members and $45 for nonmembers. Checks should be
made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association.

Name:

Firm:

Address:

Phone:                                                         Fax: 

E-Mail:

Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon
Thursday, Oct. 12 at noon at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue

• Featuring keynote speaker Dr. Judith Rodin, University of Pennsylvania President
• Presenting 2000 Sandra Day O’Connor Award to attorney Lila G. Roomberg

• Presenting 2000 Justice Brennan Distinguished Jurist Award to U.S. District Chief Judge James T. Giles

C redit card payments should be faxed to Bar Headquarters at (215) 238-1159.

Credit Cardholder:

Visa                          MasterCard                         American Express

Card number:

Expiration date:

Signature:

R e t u rn to:
Quarterly Meeting
Philadelphia Bar Association
1101 Market St., 11th fl.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911

property, commercial transac-
tions and personal injury.
Judge Giles has contributed
significantly to backlog
reduction through trials, deci-
sions on dispositive motions
and mediation and settlement
conferences.

Judge Giles previously was
a partner in the law firm of
Pepper, Hamilton & Scheetz
from 1973 to 1979. He joined
that firm in 1968 as its first
African-American associate
and became its first African-
American partner. For four
years he was engaged in gen-
eral litigation as an associate,
assisting senior partners in
defense of casualty, medical
malpractice, libel and other
insurance covered claims. He
went on to co-develop a
labor litigation section within
the firm, concentrating on
labor-management negotia-
tions and collective bargain-
ing agreement arbitrations,
Federal Contract Compliance,

employment discrimination,
ERISA, EPA and construction
law litigation.

Judge Giles’ pro bono
work included representation
of several community action
organizations whose missions
included combating rival
juvenile gang violence, reha-
bilitation of people addicted
to illegal drugs, rehabilitation
of dilapidated housing and
diversion of youth from self-
destructive behavior. He
devoted considerable time to
juvenile court criminal
defense work.

Before his time at Pepper,
Judge Giles was a field attor-
ney for the National Labor
Relations Board in Philadel-
phia. 

Judge Giles graduated Yale
Law School with an LL.B in
1967. While at Yale, he assisted
in the Prisoner Civil Rights
Project, as well as legal aid
and public defender pro-
grams. Judge Giles received
his B.A. in English literature
from Amherst College in 1964.
There, he participated in a
successful 1961 challenge to

exclusionary practices of cam-
pus fraternities, integrated the
campus’ Delta Upsilon chap-
ter and later became its rush
chairman and president.

Judge Giles is a member of
the board of directors of the
Berean Institute and the
Pe n n s y l vania Bar Institute,
and has served as a master for
the James Beasley Sch ool of
L aw’s Inn of Court at Te m p l e
Un i versity since its inception
in 1991. He is a member of the
Federal Judges Assoc i a t i o n
and a former member of its
board of directors.

He is a member of the
American, Federal, Na t i o n a l
and Philadelphia bar assoc i a-
tions and the Barristers’
A s s ociation of Philadelphia Inc.

He also is a former mem-
ber of the Labor Relations
Section of the American Bar
Association, the Federal Bar
Association, the Civil Rights
Section of the National Bar
Association, the Bar
Admissions Committee of the
Barristers’ Association of
Philadelphia Inc., and the
Executive Committee of the

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law of the
Employment Discrimination
Referral Project.

Judge Giles is a former sec-
retary of the Philadelphia
Bar’s Young Lawyers Division
and has been a member of
the Association’s Civil Rights
and Fee Disputes committees.

He has been a member of
the Civic and Community
Disputes Panel of the Amer-
ican Arbitration Association
and of the Philadelphia
County Compulsory Arbitra-
tion Association.

Judge Giles is a former
board member and officer of
several community groups.
Among them are Gaudenzia
Inc., a drug-free rehabilitation
program, Safe Streets Inc., a
federally funded anti-gang
warfare program, and
Philadelphia Alternatives for
Rehabilitation Inc., a city
funded drug rehabilitation
program. The judge also has
been a leader in other groups,
including the Crime
Prevention Association, the
Housing Association of the

Delaware Valley, the
Committee of 70 and the
Children’s Aid Society.

Judge Giles also has served
as a member of the United
Way Mental Health Allocation
Committee and the Special
Industry Committee for the
U.S. Department of Labor. He
also has served in the Fellow-
ship Commission, the NAACP
and the American Civil
Liberties Union.

Judge Giles also has been
an author, speaker and lectur-
er on several legal topics.

All Bar members are invit-
ed to see Judge Giles receive
the 2000 Brennan Award dur-
ing the Quarterly Meeting.
Also during the event, attor-
ney Lila G. Roomberg will
receive the Women in the
Profession Committee’s 2000
Sandra Day O’Connor Award.
Keynote speaker for the event
will be Dr. Judith Rodin, pres-
ident of the University of
Pennsylvania.

Reservations for the meet-
ing may be obtained by com-
pleting and returning the
form below.

JUDGE GILES
continued from page 1

The Real Property Section is still
accepting nominations for its second
annual Good Deed Award, presented
to a currently or formerly practicing
attorney in private practice, public
service, corporate or government law,
the judiciary and/or the academic
profession who has made a meaning-

ful contribution to the practice of real
property law.

Thursday, Sept. 14 is the deadline
for nominations, which must be
accompanied by brief supporting
statements and should be sent to
Good Deed Award, c/o Robert A.
Prentice, Duane, Morris & Heckscher

LLP, 4200 One Liberty Place,
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103-7396. 

The award will be presented dur-
ing the Real Property Section’s annual
luncheon on Thursday, Nov. 16. A
contribution to the Philadelphia Bar
Foundation, the Bar Association’s
charitable arm, will be made in the

recipient’s name.
Attorney Harris Ominsky received

the section’s first Good Deed Award
last year.

More information about the award
may be obtained by calling Section
Chair Robert A. Prentice at (215) 979-
1130.

Real Property Section

Sept. 14 Nomination Deadline for Annual Good Deed Award



participating attorneys, and way s
conflicts of interest and breaches of
confidentiality will be preve n t e d
among attorneys working there.

Gordon said that while the Bar
cannot now provide the court with
names of specific attorneys who plan
to use the New Jersey office space and
is not prepared to sign a lease or

enter into any other real estate agree-
ment, the Association will move for-
ward on the issue if law yers continue
to be interested.

Gordon also cautioned those at the
meeting that the law yers who use the
office would be responsible for pay-
ing their share of the facility’s ove r-
head costs. The Bar Association would
not make a profit on the ve n t u r e ,
Gordon said, “but it also will not
finance law yers’ practices.”

Many of the law yers in attendance
agreed that under those circum-
stances, they would be willing to try
sharing a New Jersey office to satisfy

the rule, even though the be s t - c a s e
scenario would be the abolition of
the rule.

Assuming that the Supreme Court
of New Jersey would approve the
Bar’s office plan, Gordon said that a
l aw yer using the office a few days a
year might not find the project
worthwhile. How e ve r, a law yer who
could use the facility once a week, on
average, probably would be n e f i t .

During discussion of the issue,
s e veral law yers spoke out.

Sole practitioner Miriam N.
Jacobson said she was concerned
a bout the proposal, since she know s
New Jersey conducts “random audits”
of law yers’ offices. She wondered if
the audit “would not be so random”
for the Bar’s combine office. Ja c o b s o n
added that the strictures of the rule
seem “unfairly” levied against Phila-
delphia law yers, who might find it
difficult to maintain files in a satellite
o f f i c e .

“ You have to keep files there, and
not just the ones you carry in that
d ay,” she said.

Sole practitioner Jeffrey M. Lindy
added that he knows of “a very large
class” of sole practitioners who could
get work in New Jersey if they could
comply with the rule.

He described ways Pe n n s y l va n i a
l aw yers have been working around
the rule, such as forging partnerships
with New Jersey law yers to assist
them with Pe n n s y l vania clients who
m ay have a legal matter in Ne w
Je r s e y.

Other law yers said that the Bar
need not go as far as establishing an
office to help Pe n n s y l vania law ye r s
satisfy the rule.

Among them was Byron R. Prusky,
who noted, “The way you fight this
rule is with compliance.” Prusky stat-
ed that that he maintains a Ne w
Jersey office, complete with a secre-
tary who relays messages and alway s
can get in touch with him if clients
need him.

“It is so simple to comply with this

rule it’s unbe l i e vable,” he said.
Another Bar member agreed, not-

ing that executive suite rental compa-
nies are another affordable option for
l aw yers who need a telephone
answering and call forwarding service
and space to keep files and meet
c l i e n t s .

But Allan Gordon explained that
“these arguments have been made. If
it were that easy to comply with this
rule,” as spelled out by the Ne w
Jersey Supreme Court, “we would
h ave done it.”

Gordon said that the Bar plan to
establish a combine office was not the

only way the Bar could satisfy the
rule. Gordon said that the Assoc i a t i o n
remains open to any other sugges-
t i o n s .

In conclusion, he commented: “I
think New Jersey is a place where
l aw yers be l i e ve they are be i n g
crushed from both sides” by compe t i-
tion for business from Pe n n s y l va n i a
and New York law yers. “They are ve r y
p r o t e c t i ve of their turf.”

H ow e ve r, he added, the New Yo r k
bar has not taken “as active an
a p p r o a ch” as the Philadelphia Bar to
help assure that New Je r s e yans have
more choices for legal services.
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BONA FIDE
continued from page 2

Jay A. Strassberg, a former execu-
tive director of the Philadelphia Bar
Association from 1967 to 1969, died
on July 16.

Mr. Strassberg, a Huntington
Valley, Pa. resident, fought a long
battle with amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis (ALS), known as Lou Gehrig’s
disease. He resigned his post as exec-
utive director of the Camden County
N.J. Bar Association soon after he
was diagnosed with ALS in 1998.

Mr. Strassberg, a former local
broadcaster, went to the Camden

County Bar in 1973 as its first execu-
tive director, and is remembered as a
force for increasing membership in
the organization and goodwill
among its members.

Camden County Bar President
Michele A. Fox of Pepper Hamilton
LLP recalls that Mr. Strassberg “liked
lawyers” and would have continued
serving the bar had illness not pre-
vented him from doing so.

“He had an amazing attitude,” Fox
remembers.  

Mr. Strassberg will be the first

nonlawyer ever to be honored at the
Camden County Bar’s annual memo-
rial service for late members of the
legal community.

The event will be held at 9 a.m.
on Monday, Sept. 11 in Courtroom 63
of the Hall of Justice, 101 S. 5th St. in
Camden, N.J. More information
about the memorial may be obtained
by calling Jeff Alderman at the coun-
ty bar at (856) 965-3420.

M r. Strassberg, a graduate of
Temple Un i ve r s i t y, is survived by his
wife Sheila, daughter Mirya m

Rod d y, son Gary and sister Elaine
Ad e l m a n .

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Jay A. Strassberg
Scholarship Fund, c/o the Camden
County Bar Association, 800 Hudson
Square, Suite 103, P.O. Box 1027,
Camden, NJ 08101; to the Greater
Philadelphia Chapter of the ALS
Association, 500 Office Center Dr.,
Suite 340, Ft. Washington, Pa. 19034;
or to Wissahickon Hospice, 8835
Germantown Ave., Philadelphia, Pa.
19118.

Association Recalls Legacy of Jay Strassberg

Many lawyers agreed that they

would be willing to try sharing

a New Jersey office to satisfy

the rule, even though the best-

case scenario would be the

abolition of the bona fide office

rule. Allan Gordon said that

lawyers using the office a few

days a year might not find the

project worthwhile, but those

who could use the facility about

once a week probably would ben-

efit.
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by Molly Peckman

I am often accused of being political
and I confess the allegations are true. I
enjoy contested elections, heated
debates and participating in the politi-
cal process. As I write this column, I
hear the echoes from the speeches of
the Republican and Democratic con-
ventions and my mind is full of quota-
tions from the likes of Roosevelts and
Kennedys, Clintons and Bushes,
Jacksons and even Rendells, about pol-
itics and public service. My message is
a simple one this month—participate in
the upcoming general and bar associa-
tion elections.  

First, participation must include
voting.
With the privilege of voting comes

the responsibility of learning about the
issues and the candidates before vot-
ing. Find out about the candidates and
their platforms, read all that you can,
listen to the speeches and debates and
participate with an open mind in dis-
cussions.

Go further and support a cause
or candidate.
There are so many issues that affect

our everyday lives. Abortion, educa-
tion, the environment, health care,
campaign finance reform and the
rights of homosexuals are just a few.
Find a cause and campaign for it, edu-
cate others about the cause and the
voting process and make sure every-
one you know is registered and ready
to vote.

The fact that so few people vote to
determine our leaders is discouraging.
The fact that so many are ignorant of
who the leaders and candidates are is
abysmal. I recently watched First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton on “The
Tonight Show With Jay Leno.” They
each conducted an informal survey of
people walking near Rockefeller Center.
Leno held up photographs of people
like Presidents George Bush and
Lyndon Johnson and current GOP can-

didates George W. Bush and Dick
Cheney. Most people did not know
who they were. However, almost
everyone to whom Clinton showed
Leno’s chinny mug recognized the tele-
vision show host.  

In addition to the presidential elec-

tion, learn about other contests. Find
out about the candidates and issues in
other important races, including the
Pennsylvania U.S. Senate, the state
attorney general and the Bar Associa-
tion election.

The hot issue this year is online
Bar voting.
One of the recommendations in a

recent report prepared by the Bar’s
Election Procedures Task Force is that
members should be allowed to vote
online in Bar Association elections
when the technology becomes avail-
able. Although I have strong opinions
on the subject, I would like to hear
from other young lawyers. Among my
concerns is that allowing lawyers to
push a button will not encourage
active participation. I am also con-
cerned with individual choice. Yet I
recognize that not enough people vote,
that our members are spread through-
out the region and that more business
is getting done on the Internet. If you
have an opinion on this issue, please
talk to your Bar Association section or
committee chair, and if you are a
young lawyer, feel free to e-mail me.

As for the Bar election, we already
have a contested election for Chan-
cellor, so mark your calendars now to
vote on Tuesday, Dec. 5 at the PBI-
PBEC Education Center.

Take the ultimate step and run
for office.
Candidates are being sought for Bar

Vice Chancellor, secretary, assistant sec-
retary, treasurer, assistant treasurer and
for five seats on the Board of Govern-
ors and seven seats on the Young
Lawyers Division Executive Committee.
The deadline to declare candidacy for
any of the offices is Friday, Oct. 6.

With regard to the Young Lawyers
Division, all YLD members will receive
a notice of the opening of nominations
from YLD Secretary Marnie Simon,
chair of the YLD Elections Committee.
The Bar’s Member Services Department
also can provide lawyers with the
forms and can be reached at (215) 238-
6313. Any member of the Bar Asso-
ciation is eligible to run for YLD office
if he or she will not turn 37 years of
age or celebrate the third anniversary
of his or her first admission to the Bar
of any state by Dec. 31, 2003.

I encourage all young lawyers to get
involved. Our Executive Committee
plans professional development and
social events for young lawyers and
coordinates law-related education and
community service programs for the
entire association. The requirements
for serving on the committee are
attending monthly luncheon meetings,
chairing one or two committees and
participating in division events. The
rewards are countless and include
opportunities to network, to develop
leadership skills and to participate.

Obviously, I may be prejudiced, but
even the American Bar Association
thinks the Philadelphia YLD is great.
They named us second best in the
entire country for the excellence of our
programs and our commitment to our
members and our community.

Information about running for YLD
office may be obtained by contacting
Marnie Simon at (215) 751-2885 or
simon@mesirov.com or any other
member of the Executive Committee.

Molly Pe ckman, associate in the law firm of
M o n t g o m e r y, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads LLP, is
chair of the Association’s Young Lawyers Division. Her e-
mail address is mpeck m a n @ m m w r. c o m .

Young Lawyers Can Participate in Politics, Service

YLD’s ‘Law, Life and Lunch’ to Explore
Balancing Work and Life Sept. 12

The next presentation in the Young Lawyers Division’s “Law, Life and Lunch”
professional seminar series will explore “Balancing Work and Life.” The session
will begin at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 12 in the 11th floor Conference Center
at Bar Headquarters, 1101 Market St.

Speaker will be attorney Lisa Gold, who will offer ten tips for lawyers who
find it difficult to balance their commitment to the law with their personal lives,
in the face of intense competition in the legal marketplace combined with rising
associate salaries that help to increase the professional demands on attorneys.

The brown-bag luncheon program is free of charge and dessert and bever-
ages will be provided.

More information about the “Law, Life and Lunch” series may be obtained by
contacting either of the program’s co-chairs, Marnie Simon at (215) 994-1318 or
simon@mesirov.com; or Kenneth E. Spivack at (215) 546-0005 or Kspivack-
@aol.com.

Young Lawyers Division

”Legal Appeal” Cookbook Available
Copies of the Young Lawyers Division’s award-winning cookbook, “Cooking a

Meal with Legal Appeal” are still available. Price is $15.
The book features 150 recipes in the following categories: appetizers, bever-

ages, bread and rolls, soups and salads, main dishes with meats, poultry, seafood
and pasta, vegetables and side dishes, desserts and more.

Proceeds from the book benefit the Philadelphia Bar Foundation’s Michael K.
Smith Endowment, which funds local public-interest fellowships. The cookbook
project recently won special recognition in the American Bar Association’s annu-
al Awards of Achievement competition.

More information about the book may be obtained by contacting the
Association’s Member Services Director Arleen Weitz at (215) 238-6318 or
aweitz@philabar.org.

Questionnaires for Young Lawyers’
Mentoring Program in the Mail!

Questionnaire forms for the Young Lawyers Division’s mentoring program
recently were mailed to all division members.

The Association’s Board of Governors, through Denis P. Cohen of the District
Attorney’s Office, has asked the YLD to help spearhead the Association’s mentor-
ing efforts for all young lawyers. Under the program, co-chaired by Melissa A.
Schwartz and Kim R. Jessum, organizers will pair up all applicants, guided by
input from the leaders of the other sections and committees in the Association.
The division also is planning a reception to allow the pairs to meet.

Those who need to obtain an application, or who want to become or find a
mentor may contact Schwartz at (215) 568-5116 or mschwartz@naulty.com,
Jessum at (215) 963-4753 or krjessum@morganlewis.com or the Association’s
Member Services Department at (215) 238-6313.

Deadline for returning questionnaires to Bar Headquarters is 5 p.m. on Friday,
Sept. 15.

Y L D  U P D A T E



Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled event may be
subject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Sept. 5
Family Law Section - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th fl. Board Room. 

Sept. 6
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch: $7.
LegalLine - meeting, 5 p.m., 11th fl. LRIS Offices. 

Sept. 7
Civil Rights Committee, Public Interest Section - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th fl. Committee

Room. Brown bag lunch.
Environmental Law Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.

Sept. 11
Philadelphia Bar Foundation - 12th Annual Golf Outing, Saucon Valley Country Club. Info:

(215) 238-6347.
State Civil Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Law School Outreach Committee, Public Interest Section - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Cabinet

Room. Brown bag lunch. 

Sept. 12
Delivery of Legal Services Committee - meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th fl. Board Room. 
Municipal Court Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Committee Room. Lunch: $7.
Young Lawyers Division - Law, Life and Lunch seminar, 12:30 p.m., 11th fl. Conference

Center. Topic: Balancing Work and Life. Brown bag lunch.

Sept. 13
Securities Regulation Committee, Business Law Section - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th fl.

Conference Center. Lunch: $8.50.
Delivery of Legal Services Committee - meeting, 3 p.m., 10th fl. Board Room. 
Family Law Section - Tea, Law and Cookies seminar, 3 p.m., 11th fl. Conference Center. Cost:

$5 for section members; $10 for non-section members.

Sept. 14
Legal Rights of Lesbians and Gay Men Committee - meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th fl. Board

Room. 
Federal Court Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Labor and Employment Law Committee - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch:

$7.
Elder Law Committee - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th fl. Cabinet Room. 
Women in the Profession Committee - Family-Friendly Awards Reception. Montgomery,

McCracken, Walker & Rhoads LLP. 123 S. Broad St. Reservations: (215) 238-6313.
Young Lawyers Division - “See You in September” happy hour, 6 to 8 p.m., The Boathouse,

Rittenhouse Hotel, 210 W. Rittenhouse Sq.

Sept. 15
Social Security and Disability Benefits Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference

Center. Lunch: $7.

Sept. 19
Appellate Courts Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Custody and Mediation Committee, Family Law Section - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 10th fl.

Cabinet Room. Brown bag lunch.

Sept. 20
Mid-Size Law Firm Management Committee - meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th fl. Board Room. 
LegalLine - meeting, 5 p.m., 11th fl. LRIS Offices. 

Sept. 21
Professional Responsibility Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch:

$7.
Legal Rights of Persons With Disabilities Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Cabinet

Room. Brown bag lunch.

Sept. 22
Legislative Liaison Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch: $7.

Sept. 25
Medico-Legal Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.

Sept. 26
Criminal Justice Section - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Compulsory Arbitration Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch: $7.

Sept. 27
Federal Courts Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.

Sept. 28
Workers’ Compensation Section - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.
Adoption Committee, Family Law Section - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Committee Room. Lunch:

$7.
Domestic Violence Committee, Family Law Section - meeting, 3:30 p.m., 10th fl. Cabinet

Room. 
Board of Governors - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th fl. Board Room. 

Oct. 2
Family Law Section - meeting, 4 p.m., 10th fl. Board Room. 

Oct. 3
Municipal Court Committee - meeting, noon, 11th fl. Committee Room. Lunch: $7.
Appellate Court Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch: $7.
Labor and Employment Law Committee - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th fl. Conference Center.

Lunch: $7.

Oct. 4
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee - meeting, noon, 10th fl. Board Room. Lunch: $7.
Delivery of Legal Services Committee - development group meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th fl.

Committee Room. Lunch: $7.
LegalLine - meeting, 5 p.m., 11th fl. LRIS Offices. 

Oct. 5
Civil Rights Committee, Public Interest Section - meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th fl. Committee

Room. Brown bag lunch.
Environmental Law Committee - meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th fl. Conference Center. Lunch: $7.

Unless otherwise specified, all ch e cks for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar
Association and mailed to Bar Headquarters, 11 01 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Send Bar
Association-related calendar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar
Association, 11 01 Market St.,  Philadelphia, Pa. 191 07- 2 911. Fax: (215) 23 8 - 12 67. e-mail: r e p o r t e r @ p h i l a ba r. o r g .
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YLD Welcomes First-Year Associates
On Thursday, Sept. 14, all young lawyers are invited to welcome first-year

associates to Philadelphia and the Bar Association during the Young Lawyers
Division’s “See You in September” happy hour, from 6 to 8 p.m. at The Boathouse
in the Rittenhouse Hotel, 210 W. Rittenhouse Sq.

The event, sponsored by JuriStaff Legal Staffing, will feature complimentary
beer and wine.

More information about this event or future “First Thursday” happy hours
may be obtained by contacting YLD Social Committee Co-Chair and Financial
Secretary Jennifer J. Platzkere at (215) 569-5642 or platzkere@blankrome.com.



Thomas D. Paradise and Jeffrey
Scarpello, partners in the law firm of
Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien & Frankel LLP,
have been re-elected to executive posi-
tions in the Temple Law Alumni
Association. Paradise was re-elected to
his second term as president of the
executive board and Scarpello was re-
elected to his second term on the
board.

Joseph M. Manko, founding partner
of the law firm of Manko Gold &
Katcher LLP, has been appointed to

serve on the advi-
sory board of the
Metropolitan
Philadelphia Policy
Center. The center,
which is a com-
bined effort of the
Pennsylvania
Economic League
and 10,000 Friends
of Pennsylvania,

will support and seek support for local
issues.

Howard Gittis,
vice chair and chief
administrative
office of Mac-
Andrews & Forbes
Holdings Inc., has
been elected chair
of the board of
trustees of Temple
University.

Jeffrey M. Lindy,
sole practitioner,
has been re-elected
to serve as vice
chair of the
Criminal Law
Committee of the
Federal Bar
Association’s
Eastern District of

Pennsylvania Chapter.

Harris J. Chernow, shareholder in
the law firm of
Flamm, Boroff &
Bacine, has been
elected to serve as
vice president of
the Temple
University Owl
Club, the fund-rais-
ing arm of Temple’s
intercollegiate ath-

letic programs.

Nicole Reimann, partner in the law
firm of Schnader Harrison Segal &
Lewis LLP, has been elected to serve as
a member of the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society’s Leadership Class of
2000. She also recently was presented
with the society’s MS Leadership

Award. The Leadership Class program
honors emerging leaders in the local
business community.

Philip L. Hinerman, partner in the
law firm of Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien &
Frankel LLP, has been elected to serve
on the Environmental Council of the
Pennsylvania Bar Association.

Jacqueline Z.
Shulman, partner
in the law firm of
Obermayer Reb-
mann Maxwell &
Hippel LLP, recently
was named to serve
as chair of the State
of Israel Bonds

Committee’s Philadelphia chapter.

Roberta D.
Pichini, share-
holder in the law
firm of Litvin,
Blumberg,
Matusow & Young,
recently was
inducted as a fel-
low of the
International

Academy of Trial Lawyers.

Leonard A. Bernstein, partner in the
law firm of Reed
Smith Shaw &
McClay LLP, has
been elected to
membership in the
American College of
Consumer Financial
Services Lawyers.
Membership
includes bank regu-

latory and consumer compliance
lawyers nationwide.

Alfred J. Kuffler, of counsel to the
law firm of Montgomery, McCracken,
Walker & Rhoads LLP, has been recog-
nized as a Knight of Denmark. Queen
Margrethe II has bestowed upon him a
knighthood in the Order of the
Dannebrog in recognition of his ten
years of service as the honorary Danish
counsel in Pennsylvania.

Jerald R. Cureton, president and
founding member of the law firm of

Cureton Caplan
Hunt Scaramella &
Clark P.C., has been
named to serve as
chair of the Amer-
ican Heart Associa-
tion’s 2000 Burling-
ton and Camden
County American
Heart Walk. He will

oversee all recruitment and organiza-
tional activities for the walk. 

Kevin B. Scott, partner in the law
firm of Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien &
Frankel LLP, recently received the

Delaware County Chamber of
Commerce’s 2000 Key Volunteer
Award. He was recognized for his work
on the organization’s Small Business
Committee, which presents programs
and other services to small businesses
throughout Delaware County.

Mary Elisa Reeves, chair of the
Maritime Law Group at the law firm of
Fox, Rothschild, O’Brien & Frankel LLP,
has been appointed to serve as an
associate editor of American Maritime
Cases, a reporter published by American
Maritime Cases Inc.

Stephen A. Cozen, chair and found-
ing member of Cozen and O’Connor,
and Jerome J. Shestack (pictured),
partner in the law firm of Wolf, Block,

Schorr and Solis-
Cohen LLP, recently
were named among
the country’s 100
most influential
lawyers by the
National Law Journal
in its triennial
honor roll of legal
practitioners.

Linda T. Jacobs associate in the law
firm of Blank Rome Comisky &
McCauley LLP, has been appointed to
the board of directors of CHOICE, an
organization that provides counseling,
outreach, education and advocacy
regarding women’s health issues.

M. Mark Mendel, principal in the
law firm of M.
Mark Mendel Ltd.,
has received the
2000 President’s
Award by the
Philadelphia Trial
Lawyers Asso-
ciation. Mendel
was honored as a
leader, teacher and

trial lawyer devoted to protecting the
civil justice system.

Robert G. Fryling, partner in the law
firm of Blank Rome Comisky &
McCauley LLP, recently was elected to
serve as president of the Philadelphia
Chapter of the National Contract
Management Association for the 2000-
01 term.

Debra Valenti-Epstein, partner in
the Roxborough Law Office LLP, has
accepted an invitation to join the
board of directors of the Roxborough
Memorial Health Foundation and the
board of trustees of Roxborough
Memorial Hospital.

Brenda Hustis Gotanda, associate
with the law firm of Manko Gold &
Katcher LLP, has been appointed to
serve as vice chair of the Special
Committee on Second Generation
Issues. The committee has been formed

by the American Bar Association’s
Section on Environment, Energy and
Natural Resources. The special commit-
tee mandate is to address regulatory
issues.

Howard M. Goldsmith, principal in
the law firm of Howard M. Goldsmith
P.C., was elected to serve as vice presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania Chapter of
the American Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers at the academy’s annual meet-
ing on July 13.

Elizabeth K. Ainslie, partner at the
law firm of Schnader Harrison Segal &
Lewis LLP, has been appointed to serve
as liaison between the Executive
Committee of the Harvard Law School
Association of Greater Philadelphia
and the Harvard Law School’s
Alumnae Committee. She will help
plan the committee’s “Celebration 50”
event in 2003, the 50th anniversary of
the year that Harvard began admitting
women to the law school.

Steven E. Bizar, partner in the law
firm of Montgomery, McCracken,
Walker & Rhoads LLP, recently was
elected to serve as president of the
Epilepsy Foundation of Southeastern
Pennsylvania, a nonprofit health orga-

nization that pro-
vides education,
support and advo-
cacy for people
with epilepsy and
their families and
promotes under-
standing of seizure
disorders.

Howard D. Scher (pictured), partner
in the law firm of Montgomery,
McCracken, Walker & Rhoads LLP, and
Peter Hoffman, founding shareholder
of the law firm of McKissock &
Hoffman P.C., have been elected as fel-

lows of the Inter-
national Academy
of Trial Lawyers.
The organization
cultivates the sci-
ence of jurispru-
dence, promotes
reforms in the law,
facilitates the
admission of justice

and elevates the standards of integrity,
honor and courtesy in the legal profes-
sion.

Frederick Koenig
III, member of the
law firm of Volpe
and Koenig P.C.,
has been appoint-
ed to serve as chair
of the Patent Divis-
ion of the Intel-
lectual Property
Section of the

American Bar Association for a one-
year term.

16 SEPTEMBER 2000 / BAR REPORTER

P E O P L E



BAR REPORTER / SEPTEMBER 2000 17

Several Bar sections and committees have hosted receptions for
summer associates at local law firms. Among them was an
“Opportunities Breakfast” held for summer associates by the Public
Interest Section at the PBI-PBEC Education Center on July 26. The
event enabled summer associates at Philadelphia law firms to learn
about the pro bono and public interest opportunities available to
them as Philadelphia lawyers.

Panelists for the breakfast included (L to R in photo) Mary Anne
Lucey, executive director of the Consumer Bankruptcy Assistance
Project; Karen Buck, executive director of the Senior Citizen Judicare
Project; panel moderator Marilyn Heffley, co-chair of the Public
Interest Section; Aretha Delight Davis, associate at Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius LLP and a former Philadelphia Bar Foundation fellowship
recipient; and Aliza Karetnick, associate at Wolf, Block, Schorr and
Solis-Cohen LLP and recipient of Wolf Block’s Jerome Shestack
Fellowship. Not pictured are panelists Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua, presi-
dent-elect of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation; Joseph Sullivan, rep-
resentative of the Law Firm Pro Bono Committee and co-chair of
the Delivery of Legal Services Committee; and Jennifer Lowman,
staffer at the Education Law Center.

Association Greets Local Summer Associates

Support Center Offers Training
The PBI-PBEC Education Center and the Support Center for Child Advocates

will offer a volunteer training workshop on Thursday, Oct. 19 from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. at the education center’s facility on the 10th floor of the Wanamaker
Building.

The course includes presentations and skill sessions on the Juvenile Act, the
Child Protective Service Law, the role of a child advocate in a criminal case, rep-
resenting parents in dependency proceedings, service planning and the dynam-
ics of child abuse. The Support Center’s training manual, How to Handle a Child
Abuse Case, with the latest Family Court Rules and procedures, will be given to
participants. The American Bar Association’s Standards of Practice for Lawyers Who
Represent Children in Abuse and Neglect Cases also will be provided.

The Support Center gives legal assistance and social service advocacy to
abused or neglected children in Philadelphia. Those wanting to volunteer for the
Support Center must attend this full-day training program, which will prepare
attorneys to become child advocates. Pro bono attorneys are teamed with a
Support Center staff social worker and assigned one child or sibling group. The
child advocate conducts home visits and participates in court hearings.

Fees for the workshop are $125 for child advocate volunteers, $135 for
Philadelphia Bar Association members, $150 for nonmembers and $25 for non-
lawyers and volunteer lawyers who audit the course.

This course offers five substantive CLE credits and one ethics credit, and pro-
vides certification for eligibility to receive court-appointed dependency cases.
Participants should bring their own lunch.

Registration and other information may be obtained by calling the
Pennsylvania Bar Institute at (800) 932-4637. Questions about child advocacy
may be directed to the Support Center at (215) 925-1913. 

Lawyers Can Fight Stress, Depression
Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers of Pennsylvania Inc. sponsors free, confi-

dential meetings in Center City for lawyers who want help in dealing with
stress and depression. Meetings are led by doctors from the Philadelphia-
based Psychiatric Physicians Association. Those interested in the meetings
should call (800) 335-2572, ext. 12 for details. 

Opera Company Offers Discount 
A recent mailing from the Opera Company of Philadelphia offers a 15 percent

discount to all Bar Association members who are new subscribers for the 2000-
2001 season. The company will feature five operas at the Academy of Music,
beginning Oct. 11 with Verdi’s “Rigoletto,” followed by Rossini’s “Italian Girl in
Algiers,” Mozart’s “Magic Flute,” the French romantic tragedy based on Goethe’s
classic tale, “Werther,” and Gershwin’s classic American opera, “Porgy and Bess.”

To receive the discount, Bar members should specify on their order form that
they are new subscribers and that they are members of the Philadelphia Bar
Association. Also, when calling the Box Office at (215) 928-2110, members should
inform the representative of their Bar Association membership.

More information about the Opera Company of Philadelphia may be
obtained on the Internet at www.operaphilly.com.



The Public Interest Section’s Law
School Outreach Committee will focus
on reducing gun violence as it hosts
the Ninth Annual First Monday
Celebration and Public Interest Recep-
tion on Monday, Oct. 2 from 4 to 6:30
p.m. at the PBI-PBEC Education Center

on the 10th floor of the Wanamaker
Building.

First Monday, symbolically planned
to occur on the opening day of the
U.S. Supreme Court term, is a national
event designed to bring together the
public-interest community in celebra-

tion of law as a collective force for
social justice.

The Philadelphia event will deal
with the legal, community and policy
responses to gun violence, particularly
as it relates to youth. Attorney David
Kairys of Kairys, Rudovsky, Epstein,

Messing & Rau will speak about legal
strategies used to combat gun violence
including suits against gun manufac-
turers. The program also will feature
James Mills, executive director of the
Philadelphia Anti-Crime/Anti-
Violence Network, and others who will
discuss community-based solutions to
gun violence.

First Monday will be highlighted
by a short documentary film,
“America: Up in Arms,” directed by Liz
Garbus and Rory Kennedy. The film
tells the stories of three families,
including one from Philadelphia, who
have lost children to gun violence
through unintentional shooting, mur-
der and suicide. It includes footage
from the Million Mom March last
spring and conversations about gun
violence with parents, doctors, law
enforcement officials, legislators, youth
and others.

The formal program will be fol-
lowed by a cocktail reception. Bar
Association Chancellor Doreen S.
Davis and Mayor John F. Street are
expected to attend. 

Registration for this free event may
be obtained by completing and
returning the form below by Monday,
Sept. 25.

More information about the recep-
tion is available from Ann Murray,
associate director for public interest
and government careers at the
University of Pennsylvania Law
School. She can be reached at (215)
898-3086 or amurray@law.upenn.edu.
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Public Interest Section

Gun Violence Theme of First Monday Reception

Return to:
First Monday Reception
Philadelphia Bar Association
1101 Market St., 11th floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2911
Forms also may be faxed to
(215) 238-1159.

Yes, I will attend the First Monday
Reception on Oct. 2.

Name:                                                

                                                       

Address:                                             

                                                       

                                                        

                                                       

Phone:                                                

E-mail:                                               
Pennsylvania
Bar Institute
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
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7 Bad Faith Claims in Pennsylvania 2000 • Bar Education Center

11 Getting Ready for Revised Article 9 • Bar Education Center

21 Winning Your Trial • Bar Education Center

22 Healthcare and E-Commerce • Bar Education Center
Internet Basics I for Attorneys • Jenkins Law Library

26 Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence Refresher • Philadelphia Bar Conference Center

27 New Issues in Matrimonial Appellate Practice • Bar Education Center

3 Dealing with a Client’s Diminishing Mental Capacity -- The Lawyer’s Role
Bar Education Center

5 Civility: A Roadmap for Young Lawyers • Ceremonial Courtroom

6 Securities Offerings by High-Tech Companies • Bar Education Center
Private Placement of Securities • Bar Education Center
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by Robert Nigro

Following the Election Procedures
Task Force’s recommendation that
barwide issues should be more clear-
ly framed in Association elections to
stimulate voter interest, Nominating
Committee Chair Edward F. Chacker
is asking Bar members: What issues
should candidates for Bar office
address?

Chacker and his task force co-
chairs Laurance E. Baccini and David
H. Marion, all past Bar Chancellors,
made their recommendations to
Chancellor Doreen S. Davis on July
12. Marion and Chacker summarized
the report for the Board of Governors
during its Aug. 3 meeting.

The task force report states that
the Election Procedures Committee
should formulate issues as talking
points for candidates during contest-
ed elections. Candidates’ views could
be made during an in-person forum,
the report continues, and could be

summarized on the Association’s Web
site for all members to review.

“In this way, real differences
between candidates can be brought
to light, perhaps encouraging mem-
bers to become more involved in the
process,” according to the report.
“Many more members will be
informed about the stance of the can-
didates on issues affecting their
membership in the Association. This
can have a positive effect on mem-
bership numbers as well as strength-
ening the connection between mem-
bers and the Association.”

Following the Board meeting,
Chacker said that the Nominating
Committee also discussed the idea of
creating a set of questions for Bar
officer candidates to answer.
“Candidates for the Board, for Bar
offices and even for Vice Chancellor
usually tell the nominating commit-
tee that if elected, they want to help
improve the reputation of lawyers,”
Chacker said. “We all know that

there’s nothing much any one lawyer
can do to improve the image of
lawyers except practice law in a cour-
teous and efficient manner.”

Facing the need, as found by the
Election Procedures Task Force, to
stimulate debate in Association elec-
tions, the Nominating Committee has
been considering other potential
issues.

Chacker said that sample ques-
tions the committee can ask candi-
dates could include:

• Should the Bar change its voting
procedure, retaining in-person voting
but adding Internet and mail ballot-
ing? If so, why, and if not, why not?

• What is or should be the role of
a member of the Board of Governors?

• Is the current Board too large?
Should it be reconfigured?

• What should be the Bar Asso-
ciation’s top priorities be?

• What should the relationship be
among the Bar Association staff, the
Board of Governors and Bar mem-

bers?
• What role should Chancellors

play in the Association?
“Since the Nominating Committee

is only a representative group, we
would like input from Bar members,”
Chacker said. “We will accept anony-
mous questions. Be as specific as you
feel appropriate.”

Those Association members who
have suggestions about additional
questions the Nominating Committee
should consider are urged to call
Chacker at (215) 567-7955.

Nominating Committee

Bar Leaders Ask: How Would You Frame Issues?

Law School program, second place
nationally for its overall programming
and special recognition for its cook-
book project to benefit legal services to
the indigent.

The Chancellor thanked YLD Chair
Molly Peckman and Chair-Elect James
Elam IV, People’s Law School project
chairs Michon L. Crawford and James
Bucci and cookbook project chair
Jennifer L. Myers for their work on the
projects, as well as YLD Financial
Secretary Jennifer J. Platzkere and
Treasurer Kenneth E. Spivack for coor-
dinating the awards application.

Davis also reported that the New
Jersey Supreme Court has asked the

Bar for more information concerning
its proposal to establish an office in
New Jersey for the use of Philadelphia
lawyers that would satisfy that state’s
bona fide office rule.

Davis called it “an important issue
for lawyers” and said that the Bar
Association wants to try to respond to
the court. She added that Bar leaders
are “heartened that the court hasn’t
just turned us away cold.”

Stories reporting on the bona fide
office issue have been published on
page one of the August edition and on
page two of this issue.

Davis also reported that four judges
have been confirmed to fill Eastern
District judicial vacancies, including
Judge Petrese Tucker. However, Davis
said that the Bar continues to support
the nomination of Common Pleas

Court Judge Legrome D. Davis. The
Chancellor’s column on page two of
this issue reports on the Bar’s concern

about delays in confirmation hearings
for Judge Davis, as well as for local
attorney S. David Fineman.

BOARD
continued from page 4

In 1998 Dr. Rodin was among 20
women featured in the article, “Start
the Vote for a Woman President,” as
published in Parade magazine.

Dr. Rodin also has been recognized
with the 1999 Sara Lee Frontrunner
Award as a woman “whose trailblazing
accomplishments have both shaped
our past and given inspiration for the
future” at a White House ceremony last
year. She was also selected by the edi-
tors of Ladies Home Journal as one of
“America’s 100 Most Important

Women” in its November 1999 issue.
Also during the Quarterly Meeting,

the Association will present the 2000
William J. Brennan Jr. Distinguished
Jurist Award to U.S. District Chief Judge
James T. Giles.

In addition, the eighth annual
Sandra Day O’Connor Award will be
presented to Lila G. Roomberg. Details
about the Brennan Award recipient are
published beginning on page one. A
story reporting on Roomberg receiving
the O’Connor Award was published in
the August edition.

A registration form for the Bar’s
Quarterly Meeting is printed on page
12 of this issue.

RODIN
continued from page 3

Facing the need to stimulate

debate in Association elections,

the Nominating Committee has

been considering potential

issues. 



attorneys and staff at Lipton Center. In
addition, the firm pays 80 percent of
the cost of family health insurance for
all employees, and secretaries are eligi-
ble for job sharing.

The law firm of Berner & Klaw
employs five attorneys and three sup-
port staff, all female. Concerning the
firm’s child-care policies, comments on

the questionnaire state that “it is com-
mon for any of us to bring a child or
children to work, whether they are
sick, in between camp and school or
on school holidays. In general, the rule
of thumb here is that if you have no
one to watch your child and that is the
only thing that would keep you from
coming to work, you should bring
your child with you.”

The firm reports a “generous”
maternity leave policy for a firm of its

size that includes a minimum of three
months of leave, six weeks of which
are paid. At that point, paid vacation
time may be added on to the materni-
ty leave if the employee chooses to do
so. Health insurance is kept in effect
during the maternity leave period at
the firm’s expense.

In addition to health insurance for
all employees, the firm provides free
legal services to staff members.
Comments to the questionnaire call
the firm’s principal partners, Joni
Berner and Margaret Klaw, “consum-
mate role models of the working
mother who extend the same liberties
to their employees as they afford
themselves.” The comments continue

that while it is a standard instruction
for most lawyers to be interrupted for
judges, “it is a standard instruction at
Berner & Klaw to interrupt for children
and husbands as well.”

Family-Friendly Award winners will
be presented with a round tray
inscribed to commemorate the occa-
sion. The 16-inch polished stainless
steel plate is an Italian design by Alessi
King Kong Girontondo (Stefano
Giovannoni and Guido Venturini,
1989).

The Family-Friendly Awards Recep-
tion is free and open to all Association
members. Registration is required and
may be obtained by contacting Bar
staffer Andrea Morris at (215) 238-6313.
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A special commemorative book about the
Philadelphia Bar Association will be published on
the occasion of its 200th anniversary in early 2002.
In this edition, which will detail the history of the
organization, more than 100 Association members
will be designated as Legends of the Philadelphia
Bar.

A newly formed subcommittee of the Century 3
Committee, planners for the 15-month anniversary
celebration, is accepting nominations until Monday,
Sept. 18 for this Legends of the Philadelphia Bar des-
ignation. Criteria for nominees are listed here.
Following the initial designation in 2002, Bar officials
expect that new names will be added to the roster in

ensuing years.
Those nominated as Legends of the Philadelphia

Bar should have a record of extraordinary skill and
service to the bar, the profession and the community
in a career of at least 30 years, unless the candidate
came late to the law, or died or retired, and some or
all of the following qualifications:

• a breadth of achievement rather than a single
accomplishment;

• an enduring contribution to the law;
• a deep commitment to achieving equal access to

justice for all citizens;
• a profound respect for the ethical principles that

govern the profession;

• a leadership role in advancing the interests of
the community; and,

• a recognized ability to mentor, lead or inspire
others in the pursuit of law and justice.

The Century 3 subcommittee welcomes nomina-
tions from any Philadelphia lawyer. Nominations
should take the form of a letter detailing points list-
ed here in the qualitative criteria. A brief biographi-
cal sketch as well as a photograph of the nominee, if
available, should accompany the letter of nomina-
tion, along with other relevant supporting materials.

Nominations should be sent to Kenneth Shear,
Executive Director, Philadelphia Bar Association,
1101 Market St., 11th Fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911.

Sept. 18 Deadline

Committee Sets Last Call for Nominations
for ‘Legends of Philadelphia Bar’ Designation

FAMILY-FRIENDLY
continued from page 1

Looking for a special way 
to remember someone?

T h rough the Special Way to Remember p rogram, you can
honor a colleague or loved one with a contribution to the
Philadelphia Bar Foundation. Since 1964 the Bar Foundation has
distributed millions of dollars in attorney gifts and other funds
to public interest groups that provide counsel and assistance to
the poor, disabled, elderly and children in our community. Your
gift will help serve the needs of Philadelphians who have
nowhere else to turn for legal services.

If you would like to make a gift to the Foundation as a mean-
ingful expression of respect, please call (215) 238-6347.

Births •  Deaths • Marriages •  Anniversaries
Making Partner • Passing the Bar

The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Speakers Bureau is all talk. Talking to stu-
dents who are curious about our court system. Talking to senior citizens who
want to know how to prepare for retirement. Talking about the law—from adop-
tion to zoning and everything in between. The Speakers Bureau sends lawyers
throughout the city to deliver informative presentations to community groups
who have requested a speaker.

The Association is now updating its list of volunteer lawyers who would like
to participate in the Speakers Bureau. Attorneys who are interested in sharing
their knowledge of the law with audiences in the Philadelphia area may contact
Bar Headquarters at (215) 238-6346 for complete information.

Topics offered by the Speakers Bureau:
Adoption procedure and law
AIDS and the law
Alternative Dispute Resolution
Arbitration
Bankruptcy and creditor’s rights
Buying or selling a home
Child abuse
Contracts
Consumer rights
Courts and the court system
Criminal law
Drug abuse/drug testing
Employment discrimination
Environmental law
Estate and gift taxation
Estate planning
Fair trials and free press
Family law
Human rights
Immigration and naturalization
Income tax laws
Insurance law
Judicial selection

Juvenile law
Landlord/tenant
Law as a profession
Marriage and divorce laws
Mediation
Medicine and the law
Negotiation
Obscenity and pornography
Patents, trademarks and copyrights
Personal injury law
Police misconduct
Politics and the law
Product liability
Real estate law
Senior citizens’ rights
Separation of church and state
Small business
Tax law
Trust and estate
Wills
Women’s rights
Workers’ compensation
Zoning

It’s all talk!


