
Philadelphia Bar Association members
who are actively employed can now take
advantage of a new universal life insurance
product with benefits of $150,000 offered on
a guaranteed issue basis.

Flexible Premium Adjustable Life Insur-
ance with Living Benefits has been endor-
sed by the Association and is available ex-
clusively to Association members. It is un-
derwritten by Transamerica Occidental Life
Insurance Company of Cedar Rapids, Ia.,
and is made available through USI Colburn. 

Previously, members only had the option
of Bar-endorsed term life insurance. The
Flexible Premium Adjustable Life Insurance
policy has been tailored specifically to the
needs of Bar members, and offers signifi-
cant, additional benefits not found in term
life insurance alone. 

Most importantly, the product allows
both the face amount and the premium to
be adjusted over time to meet the needs of
the individual and his or her family. Benefit
amounts can be adjusted when risk is high-
er, for instance, when there are young chil-
dren in the home; and again when risk is
lower, for example, when retirement is ap-
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The Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion’s 2006 Bench-Bar Confer-
ence, to be held at the Tropicana
Casino and Resort in Atlantic
City, N.J., on Sept. 29 and 30, will
feature 19 different programs
with up to 7.5 hours of CLE credit
and all-star panels.

One-day Bench-Bar Confer-
ence packages also are available,
as are individual tickets to the
Friday, Sept. 29 Grand Reception
and After Party. The Bench-Bar
Conference brings together the
legal community for continuing
legal education seminars and
provides an opportunity to foster
the working environment be-
tween judges and attorneys.

The Bench-Bar Conference is
sponsored by LexisNexis, Thom-
son West, USI Colburn Insurance
Service, Veritext and JAMS. 

The Bench-Bar Conference is
chaired by Ronald A. Kovler and
Laura A. Feldman. Register online
at philadelphiabar.org.

For more information, check
out the Bench-Bar preview guide
in this edition on Pages 11-
14.

by Jeff Lyons

Roberta D. Pichini, a former chair of the
Women in the Profession Committee, has
been selected as the recipient of the Asso-
ciation’s 2006 Sandra Day O’Connor Award.

The award is conferred annually on a
woman attorney who has demonstrated
superior legal talent, achieved significant
legal accomplishments and has furthered the

advancement of women in both the profes-
sion and the community. The award presen-
tation will be made during the Association’s
Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon on Oct. 30.

“Bobbie is a rare combination of a very
talented and skilled lawyer who has attained
prominence in her field of practice while
finding time to devote to her family and
mentoring other women lawyers,” said

continued on page 21 Pichini

2006 Bench-Bar Conference

“Greatest Show on Earth” Sept. 29 - 30

The Tropicana Casino and Resort in Atlantic City will host the 2006 Bench-Bar Conference.

2006 Sandra Day O’Connor Award

Pichini to be Honored

BENCH-BAR PREVIEW IN
SIDE!



The system will allow lawyers to:

• Set up accounts

• Enter in new probate information, and produce all necessary forms

• See past probate submissions and re-print probate documents

• Save all probate documents in a pdf file format 
for ease of viewing, printing and downloading

• Be reminded of timely filings of the status and inventory reports

• View fee schedule, hours of operation and 
contact information for individual counties

• Access informational links specific to legal needs

Counterpoint Software, Inc. has developed an 

on-line service tailored for Pennsylvania lawyers 

to enter, track and print out probate forms for the

state of Pennsylvania, specific to a county level.  

1901 North Lincoln Street, Wilmington, DE 19806 • (302)426 6500  • counterpointsoftwareinc.com

THE COMPLETE PROBATE SOFTWARE FOR 

MUNICIPALITIES AND LAW FIRMS!

Arthur G. Raynes (1934 -2006)

A Passionate Lawyer and Family Man
by S. Gerald Litvin

He whirled to the tune of a different fiddler,
but it wasn’t some anonymous, bearded min-
strel astride a shaky shtetl roof who set the
tempo. With the lilt of klezmer in his soul and
the glow of love in his heart, Arthur himself
wrote the melodies that guided his journey
through life. And we all felt the rhythms of his
dance!

Fiercely devoted to Diane, his chil-
dren and his grandchildren, Arthur
Raynes was never self-conscious about
the intensity of his passion for those he
loved most. Totally dedicated to what
was in the best interests of his clients,
this talented lawyer achieved victories
for them that were always solid and
frequently spectacular. Genuinely com-
mitted to the welfare of his community
and, particularly, the plight of those in
need, his participation and leadership
in charitable activities were legendary.
And yet, with all the successes for
which he was recognized and by which
he was largely defined - the loving
husband/father/grandfather, the talent-
ed lawyer, the stalwart community
leader and philanthropist - he will be
remembered by many, particularly his
friends, as a charming and generous

man with a twinkle in his eyes whose
default position was making people
happy, teaching them to laugh.

Arthur was a dominant personality
in Philadelphia over many decades.
There was an open love affair between
him and those with whose lives his
intersected. And, because of the versa-
tility and expanse of his involvement
in legal, civic, and charitable arenas, he
was always in contact with great num-
bers of people. So, what was it about
this unique and charismatic lawyer/cit-
izen that made us love him even as
much as we admired and respected
him? What facets of his personality
evoked that aura of affection and joy in
which we were visibly immersed when
we were in his company?  What law of
physics or principle of chemistry
infused us with the warmth of good
feeling that radiated from this gentle
and gracious man? 

While Arthur loved to laugh, his
particular focus was laughing at him-
self. He lovingly exploited the foibles of
his family’s Eastern European heritage,
delighting in the richness of his cultur-
al roots and ethnic history, poking fun
at his own transformation from Ro-

Arthur G. Raynes served as Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association in 1990.continued on page 17
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Nominations are being accepted for
the Association’s Justice William J.
Brennan Distinguished Jurist Award.

The Brennan Award recognizes a
jurist who adheres to the highest ideals
of judicial service. Any member of the
state or federal bench, whether active
or retired, who has made a significant,
positive impact on the quality or ad-
ministration of justice in Philadelphia
is eligible for consideration. Examples
of accomplishments worthy of nomi-
nation include innovations in court
administration, implementation of pio-
neering case management techniques,
assumption of a leadership role in ar-
eas affecting the administration of jus-
tice, publication of a significant opin-
ion, article, or other scholarly work, or
the like.

The Brennan Award Committee is
chaired by Stephanie Resnick. Nomin-
ations for the Justice Brennan Disting-
uished Jurist Award should be for-
warded to: Brennan Award, Attn:
Areetha Carter, Esq., Staff Counsel,
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th Floor, Philadelphia, PA
19107. All nominations should include

the full name, address and telephone
number of both the nominee and the
person submitting the nomination, a
summary of the nominee's accomplish-
ments, and any pertinent supporting
material the committee should consid-
er. All nominations must be received
no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 8,
2006.

by Alan M. Feldman

Seen any good movies this sum-
mer? Perhaps not.

Aside from one or two blockbusters,
such as “Pirates of the Caribbean,” this
doesn’t seem to have been the summer
for movies.

But the movies will be alive and
well on Friday and Saturday, Sept. 29
and 30 on the Boardwalk in Atlantic
City at the Tropicana Casino and
Resort.

You’ll be able to choose from titles
such as “Good Will Hunting,” “Foot-
loose,” “Jerry Maguire,” “Risky Busi-
ness,” “The Verdict,” “Double Indemn-
ity,” “Back to the Future” and “Breakfast
at Bernstein’s.”

You’ve never heard of “Breakfast at
Bernstein’s?”

Well, that’s why you need to come
to the Philadelphia Bar Association’s
Bench-Bar Conference for breakfast on
Saturday, Sept. 30 to see and hear Phil-
adelphia Court of Common Pleas Judge
Mark I. Bernstein as he shares his ex-
pertise on evidence. Judge Bernstein’s
program has become one of the most
popular sessions at this annual cornu-
copia of continuing legal education.

But it is by no means the only rea-
son to come to Atlantic City.

Our two extraordinary Conference
chairs, Laura Feldman and Ron Kovler,
have put together a program that offers
a choice of 17 different courses and up
to 7.5 CLE credit hours over two days.
And it’s all themed to the movies with
film titles lightheartedly attached to
every program.

Laura and Ron promise a Bench-Bar
Conference for the entire profession:
for every segment, every age group,
every discipline and every law firm or

legal department. And they’ve been
sure to involve the Bar Association’s
many sections and committees so that
a variety of topics are covered with
many prominent judges and lawyers as
speakers and panelists.

For example, The Probate and Trust
Law Section will present “Good Will
Hunting,” which will cover what litiga-
tors need to know about probate and
estate matters. “Jerry Maguire” will be
the Business Law Section’s program on
employment contract law. And the
same Section’s “Risky Business” will
look at employment law mediation. In
“The Verdict,” the State Civil Litigation
Section will take a look at cross-exami-
nation in medical malpractice cases.
“Double Indemnity” will cover risk
management and “Back to the Future”
will discuss e-filing in the Philadelphia
Court of Common Pleas. And as you
might expect, in “War of the Roses,” the
Family Law Section will probe ways to
combat fraud in family law. The Work-
ers’ Compensation Section program “9
to 5” is an examination of everything
you wanted to know about workers’
compensation but were afraid to ask.

Association members can receive a
5 percent rating credit on their Asso-
ciation-sponsored Lawyer Professional

Liability Insurance from USI Colburn
when they register for “Double Indem-
nity,” a program on risk management
with USI Colburn Insurance Services.

In order to qualify for the credit, a
firm of one to three people must have
at least one attorney attend.  A firm of
four or more people must have 50 per-
cent of the practicing attorneys attend
or a minimum of 25 percent if at least
one of the participants is a full partner
in the firm.

As for “Footloose,” that will be the
after-party that follows our Friday
night Grand Reception appropriately
tagged “As Good As It Gets.”

Because the Bench-Bar won’t be all
education. We’ll be partying as well.
And we’ll also be hearing from big-
name speakers such as Dan Abrams,
MSNBC News’ chief and anchor of
MSNBC’s “The Abrams Report,” who
will be our Saturday luncheon speaker
and Emmy-winning journalist Lynn
Doyle, host of “It’s Your Call with Lynn
Doyle” on CN8 who will open our
Conference on Friday as the moderator
for a panel discussion on judicial inde-
pendence.

When I asked Ron and Laura to
plan the Bench-Bar Conference I felt
like I gave them “Mission: Impossible”

because I charged them with the task
of making CLE fun. But they showed
me they can “Do The Right Thing”
because they’ve come back with a
Conference that rightly bills itself as
“The Greatest [Legal] Show On Earth.”

It’s extensive, it’s inclusive, it’s sub-
stantive, and, most important, it’s fun.

So make sure that you register for
the Bench-Bar Conference today so
that you can join us in Atlantic City on
Sept. 29 and 30 and experience “The
Best of Everything.”

Alan M. Feldman, a partner at Feldman, Shepherd,
Wohlgelernter, Tanner and Weinstock, is Chancellor of
the Philadelphia Bar Association. His e-mail address is
chancellor@philadelphiabar.org or afeldman@feldman-
shepherd.com. His phone number is (215) 567-8300.
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Laura Feldman and Ron Kovler promise a Bench-Bar Conference for the

entire profession: for every segment, every age group, every discipline

and every law firm or legal department. 

Bench-Bar ‘06: The Best of Everything

Brennan Award Nominations Due by Sept. 8

Bench-Bar Preview
More on the 2006 Bench-Bar Conference
in Atlantic City on Pages 13-16.
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by Beth Huffman

Mary Robinson, the first woman to
serve as president of Ireland and the
former United Nations high commis-
sioner for human rights, will deliver
the keynote address at the Philadelphia
Bar Association’s October Quarterly
Meeting and Luncheon on Monday,
Oct. 30 at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia
at the Bellevue.

“It’s fitting that on the day we cele-
brate the achievements of women in
our profession, we are honored to have
Mary Robinson as our keynote speaker
at our October Quarterly Luncheon. As
the first woman president of Ireland
and the United Nations high commis-
sioner for human rights, as well as an
accomplished barrister, Ms. Robinson
has been a world leader in the struggle
to promote the fundamental rights of
all people,” Chancellor Alan M. Feld-
man said. “We look forward to hearing
from this global opinion leader, who

has made a difference for so many
throughout the world.” 

The Association also will present its
annual Sandra Day O’Connor Award to
Roberta D. Pichini and Justice William
J. Brennan Distinguished Jurist Award
at the event. Tickets are $50 and can be
purchased at philadelphiabar.org.

A longtime champion of human
rights, Robinson has been outspoken
during her career as an advocate for
the rights of women, the availability of
contraceptives, and the rights of gays
and lesbians. Mary Robinson, the first woman president of Ireland, served as United Nations high com-

missioner for human rights beginning in 1997.

October Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon

Former Irish President
Mary Robinson to
Address Bar Oct. 30

continued on page 20

√Web
check

To purchase tickets for the October
Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon,
visit philadelphiabar.org.
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In these times when retirement plan balances are down and health care costs are

up, your employees may be feeling the pinch. That’s where Delaware Valley

TransitChek can help.

It’s a simple, tax-break benefit that can pay for itself.

The entire cost of TransitChek is tax-deductible for employers. Your company can

also save on matching FICA taxes. Since it costs so little, it can quickly pay for

itself. Participating employees who use public transit save on income taxes, so you

both come out ahead.

Show your employees you care with Delaware
Valley TransitChek.

It’s the only locally run, non-profit TransitChek

program specifically for commuters who live

and work in the Delaware Valley. 

Visit www.gettransitchek.org
or call 215-592-1800.

Reward your employees—and your 
company—with real savings.

®

Delaware Valley

Commuters save when they ride with

SEPTA / DART First State / NJ TRANSIT / PATCO / Amtrak / CAT / VPSI Commuter Vanpools / Vanpool of New Jersey  

GANN LAW BOOKS

Practical Publications For 
Pennsylvania Practitioners 

Public & Private

2006 2006 Edition

15th Anniversary of the Public Interest Section

Litigators, Shoppers Can
Help Victims of Abuse

Committee Spotlight: City Policy

Members Join to Learn
Inner Workings of City

by Rosemary Pinto

One of the goals of the Association’s
Women’s Rights Committee is to be a
force in ensuring that women are not
deprived of equal rights in our society.
Unfortunately, every 15 seconds a
woman is severely beaten in the
United States. Four women are killed
each day in the United States by their
spouse. In Philadelphia, 15,000 protec-
tion from abuse orders are issued each
year.

The Women Against Abuse Legal
Center, Inc. provides victims of domes-
tic violence with legal counsel and
advocacy. The center has just five attor-
neys and the program receives more
than 1,000 calls a month. The center
effectively handles the representation
of these victims through the PFA
process. Abuse victims, however, are
often left with few resources, and need
legal assistance in matters of custody,
support and divorce.

Custody exchange is the one time
where batterers still have contact with
the victim.  Moreover, the point of sep-
aration is the most dangerous time for

victims and their children and, of
course, that is also the time when cus-
tody cases are initiated.  Providing
advocacy in custody cases is vital. The
majority of clients have children and
need information and representation in
their custody cases. Often, women will
return to their abuser if they believe
that they will not be able to retain pri-
mary custody of their children.
Moreover, abusers frequently use cus-
tody litigation as a way to control and
harass the other parent. Legal support
is essential to victims involved in the
custody process. The Women Against
Abuse Program simply does not have
the funds or the staff to help these vic-
tims. 

The huge backlog in referrals leaves
abuse victims without many basics like
housing and financial support, in addi-
tion to the primary worries of their
own safety and the safety of their chil-
dren. In order to assist these victims,
the Women’s Rights Committee will be
working with Women Against Abuse to
provide these victims with volunteer
attorneys to assist with regard to cus-

continued on page 10

by Jeff Lyons

The Association’s City Policy
Committee serves as an informal liai-
son between the city government in all
of its forms and the Association.

“Recently the committee has provid-
ed a forum to learn more about partic-
ular city policy issues and to figure out
ways for other members of the bar to
contribute to public discussion,” said
Marilyn Cutler, who along with former
Chancellor Andrew A. Chirls, serves as
co-chair of the committee.

Guest speakers also provide com-
mittee members with insight into the
way the city works.

“We had City Solicitor Romy Diaz
talk to us. He’s a good example of what
we hoped to achieve. He told us what
he thought were the important issues
facing his office that might be interest-
ing to members of the bar. He talked
about a wide range of issues – from
ethics and campaign funding to gun
control and violence in the city,” she
said.

Former city Councilman Michael
Nutter, now a candidate for mayor, vis-

ited the committee earlier in the year
and talked about his work with tax
reform and other issues.

Future meetings will include people
from the city Commerce Department
and what they’re doing to attract more
knowledge-based industries to the city,
Cutler said.

There have also been discussions to
try and get foreign trained lawyers to
sit for the Pennsylvania Bar exam.

Members of the committee come
from all different practice areas. “There
are people who come to our meetings
whose practices are fairly diverse. We
have one family law attorney who
brings an interest on the future of fam-
ily court. But the people who come are
people who are interested in making
the city more business friendly and
making city procedures more transpar-
ent,” Cutler said. “However diverse the
group is, their interest in city policy far
surpasses the scope of their practices.
And that’s a good thing. Our view is to
make this a committee that addresses a
broad range of issues that interest our
members and issues that will affect the
city,” she said.
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by Beth Huffman

Congressman Chaka Fattah, a long-
time advocate for public education,

will be the
keynote speaker
at an Oct. 16
Chancellor’s
Forum “How
Pennsylvania
School Funding
Jeopardizes
Philadelphia’s
Future (And
What You Can

Do About It).”
The lunchtime meeting, hosted by

Chancellor Alan M. Feldman in the
11th floor Conference Center of Bar
Association headquarters at 1101 Mar-
ket St., is open to the public and begins
at 12 p.m. with a free lunch, followed
by Fattah’s presentation at 12:30 p.m.
and then a question-and-answer peri-
od.

According to Education Week, Penn-
sylvania ranks among the most un-
equal states in the nation (43rd out of
50) in education funding. Other figures
show that 270 of the state’s 500 school
districts having gaps greater than
$3,000 per student in what they spend
compared to the top-spending school
districts. State data show if Philadel-
phia were able to spend the same
amount as the average district in the
Philadelphia five-county region, it
would need $2,125 more per student or
$448.4 million per year.

Philadelphia, the largest school dis-
trict in the state, is once again facing a
financial crisis. Philadelphia has the
highest class sizes in the region and
those numbers are expected to increase
during the 2006-2007 school year due
to budget cuts.

“Everyone knows that for Philadel-
phia to truly become a great city, it
must have a public education system
that gives all of its children a real
chance to learn and realize their po-
tential. To achieve that objective, we
need to fund our schools in a fair and
equitable way. It’s time for us to begin
this important public debate, and to
take action to reform an unfair exist-
ing system of education funding,”
Feldman said.

Congressman Fattah, who represents
Pennsylvania’s Second Congressional
District, has supported various innova-
tive educational initiatives during his
career. He was the architect of the
nationally funded GEAR UP (Gaining
Early Awareness and Readiness for
Undergraduate Programs), the largest
pre-college awareness program in this
nation’s history. GEAR UP has con-
tributed nearly $2 billion toward the
educational advancement of low-

income students. Locally, Fattah created
CORE Philly Scholarship, which serves
students residing in Philadelphia.

Another of Fattah’s legislative
achievements, The College Retention
Program, has provided more than a
million students with financial assis-
tance in the form of grants, low-inter-
est loans and college work-study pro-

grams, in an attempt to help meet the
cost of attaining a post-secondary edu-
cation. The program aims to retain stu-
dents by offering resources to help
them complete school and be fully
prepared for success after graduation.

Fattah is serving in his sixth term in
the U.S. House of Representatives. He
represents the Second Congressional

District of Pennsylvania, which inclu-
des parts of Philadelphia and Chelten-
ham Township. Fatth also served six
years as a state representative and
another six as a state senator. 

To register for this event, visit
philadelphiabar.org or contact Dawn
Burger at 215-238-6367 or by e-mail at
dburger@philadelphiabar.org.

The CLE

Conference Center

Wanamaker Building

10th Floor, Ste.1010

Philadelphia Bar

Association

11th Floor

1101 Market St.

Franklin Institute

Science Museum

222 N. 20th Street

5th Floor

CLE COURSES

SEPTEMBER

Call PBI
Customer Service at

800-247-4724
 to register for a

course or for more
information.

Register online at
www.pbi.org

The Pennsylvania Bar
Institute is an

accredited CLE
provider.

Sept. 7 Operation Safe Surf: Child Predator Prevention
Training • The CLE Conference Center

Sept. 12 Don’t Steal My House! - Preventing Fraudulent
Conveyances of Property
The CLE Conference Center

Pennsylvania Uniform Trust Act
The CLE Conference Center

Sept. 13 Bad Faith Cases After Koken • The CLE Conference Center

Fiduciary Accountings • The CLE Conference Center

Sept. 15 & 16 Immigration Law Seminar • The CLE Conference Center

Sept. 20 Commonwealth Court Philadelphia Bar Association

Current Developments in Mergers and Acquisitions
The CLE Conference Center

Sept. 21 Eminent Domain in Pennsylvania After Kelo
The CLE Conference Center

Sept. 26 Practical Pretrial Practice • The CLE Conference Center

Criminal Defense in the Age of Terrorism
The CLE Conference Center

Sept. 27 Pennsylvania Uniform Trust Act
Franklin Institute Science Museum

Sept. 28 Eleventh Annual Bankruptcy Institute
The CLE Conference Center

Sept. 29 Talking with Pictures • The CLE Conference Center

Chancellor’s Forum

Rep. Fattah to Examine Pa. School Funding

Fattah
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by Robert D. Lane Jr.

Usually, I use these monthly
columns as a means to encourage peo-
ple to get more involved in the Bar
Foundation. I ask readers to get into
the habit of regular giving to the
Foundation, so that we can give grants
to organizations that provide legal ser-
vices to those who need our help.

This month, I’d like to tell you
about some new programs we have
launched, and let you know about
things we’re working on for the future.

Raising the Bar Campaign
Last year, at the initiation of two of

our grantees, we began preliminary
talks to investigate the feasibility of a
combined fund-raising campaign –
something similar to a United Way for
legal services. We met with the manag-
ing partners of dozens of law firms and
the executive directors of legal services
organizations. We wanted to hear their
thoughts, suggestions, and even appre-
hensions about the prospect. As a re-
sult, we launched the Raising the Bar
Campaign, which currently has
brought more than law firms together
to support legal services (33 of which
are new firms that didn’t have a histo-
ry of giving to legal services). In the
first seven months of 2006, the cam-
paign has raised more than $1.4 mil-
lion – a 25 percent increase over giving
for all 12 months of last year. 

IOLTA Grants
For the first time, the Bar Founda-

tion has partnered with the Education
Law Center and the Nationalities Serv-
ice Center to put together a proposal to
the Interest on Lawyers Trust Account
Board for a grant to develop pro bono
networks of attorneys. We were succes-
sful in both requests, and as a result,
these organizations have the seed
money to launch programs to build
pro bono networks to supplement the
expertise of their own attorneys.

Cy Pres
We have made a concerted effort to

solicit the funds that are left over at
the end of class action lawsuits. Judges

can direct that these residual funds be
directed to a charity that is close to the
nature of the issue of the lawsuit – for
instance, if it was a lawsuit that dealt
with consumer banking, it could go to
nonprofit organizations helping with
personal finance, bankruptcy, home
ownership, etc. We have been working
with many attorneys who handle these
cases, reminding them that, since we

fund so many different organizations,
the Bar Foundation is an easy “fit” for
the resolution of any number of these
cases. In the last two years, we have
received more than $168,000 in Cy Pres
awards.

Pro Se Help Desk
Just as last year we met with

grantees to explore the possibility of a
combined fund-raising campaign, this

year we are meeting with federal jud-
ges and their staff to investigate
whether the Bar Foundation can help
launch a pro se help desk. The help desk
would assist people filing their own
lawsuits. Courts in other jurisdictions
have begun similar initiatives with
much success. As a result of these help
desks, all parties benefit – the filers
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Foundation
Launches
Programs

18th Annual Golf Outing Raises $80,000
by Jeff Lyons

More than 100 golfers helped
raise more than $80,000 for the
Philadelphia Bar Foundation at the
Foundation’s 18th Annual Golf
Classic at the Philadelphia Cricket
Club in Flourtown, Pa., on Aug. 7.

The Colburn Cup – presented to
the teams with the lowest net scores
– went to Mike Trudgeon, Jack
Hubbert, Dana Ash and Anthony
Gallia (288, Militia Hill Course) and
Grant Palmer, Bill Berry, Scott Coburn
and Ed Caufield (291, Wissahickon
Course).

The LexisNexis Cup, presented to
the teams with the lowest gross score
– was awarded to Charlie Zall, Carl
Everett, Robert Roehr and Jim
Patterson (311, Militia Hill) and

Michael Izzo, Josh Greenbaum,
Bernie Zbrzeznj and Robert Reeder
(318, Wissahickon).

Bill Berry and Tom Harrington
shared the honors for the Citizens
Bank Cup, presented to the golfers
with the individual low net score.
Each golfer carded a 71.

Bernie Zbrzeznj shot a 71 on the
Wissahickon Course and Carl Everett
recorded a 70 on Militia Hill to cap-
ture the Kroll Cup, presented to the

golfer on each course with the indi-
vidual low gross score.

A new award, the LexisNexis Law
Firm Challenge Cup, recognized the
law firm with at least three players
with the lowest gross score. Charlie
Zall, Carl Everett, Robert Roehr and
Jim Patterson, representing Saul
Ewing LLP, were the winners.

The winners of the straightest
drive competition were Chris Preate
(Wissahickon) and Chad Boonswang
(Militia Hill). Bernie Zbrzeznj
(Wissahickon) and Jack Hubbert
(Militia Hill) captured the closest to
the pin awards. 

The long drivers for the day were
Troy O’Sullivan (Wissahickon) and
Dan Ash (Militia Hill), along with
Brenda Waiter (Wissahickon) and
Elaine Rinaldi Bailey (Militia Hill.)

Web
check
For more photos from the Bar
Foundation Golf Classic, visit
philadelphiabar.org.

√

Troy O’Sullivan lines up a putt.

Rod E. Wittenberg (left in left photo), chair of the Bar Foundation Golf
Committee, and Bar Foundation President Robert D. Lane Jr. meet
before play begins. Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice J. Michael
Eakin (left, above) joins Timothy J. Carson and Justice Ronald D.
Castille before teeing off at the Aug. 7 event.

Jason Paroff gets himself out of a sand trap on the 18th hole at the Wissahickon Course.

continued on page 16

BAR REPORTER / SEPTEMBER 2006 7

B A R  F O U N D A T I O N



by Jianli Song

I am a member of the Supreme Court of
China, currently a visiting scholar at the

University of Pennsylva-
nia Law School.

My research is focusing
on two aspects. One is in-
ternational arbitration and
dispute resolution; another
is comparative studies on
judicial systems. Why did I
come here? Simply speak-
ing, since 1978, under the

open policy to the outside, China is begin-
ning to build the platform for a better judi-
cial system to protect lawful rights and im-
prove people’s confidence in social fairness
and justice. Especially in December 2001,
China’s accession to the World Trade Organ-
ization stimulated China’s reform of its legal
systems and its interaction with international
standards and norms. Two elements are key
to this objective – movement toward a rule
of law to codify and enforce rights and dev-
elopment of a civil society that provides
checks and balances between citizens and
government.

As you know, with the successful eco-
nomic development in China, the ordinary
people participating in the decision-making
and expectation for social fairness and justice
are getting serious. The judicial reform in
China has been going on for nearly 10 years
and achieved positive results with important
achievements on both the establishment of
modern judicial philosophy and the con-
struction of specific modern judicial systems.
But it is still a constantly developing process
bringing forth new ideas and new systems.
Despite the significant progress, two main
problems continue to impair the develop-
ment of a fully independent judiciary. One is
that insufficient commitment to a culture
based on the rule of law. Another is insuffi-
cient institutional independence and materi-
al support for the judiciary. Only continuous
judicial reform can bring the courts to satisfy
the ever-increasing judicial needs of the
public. In the future judicial reform, we not
only sum up lessons, but we also to get to
experience from other countries, for instance,
the United States and European countries.

Today, I am a visiting scholar and very in-
terested in learning about American juris-
prudence and the Constitution and strongly
believe that exposure to the American legal
system can lead to useful contributions to
Chinese legal reforms.

An old Chinese saying is that understand-
ing would benefit two, competition would
hurt two. Let’s have more communication to
understand each other. This world needs
peace and development under understand-
ing and communication.

Jianli Song is a judge on the Supreme People’s Court in the
People’s Republic of China.

Jianli Song

In Their Own Words

Chinese Judge
Studies in U.S.

Football Days Cut Short,
He Tackles New Career 

by Jeff Lyons

Adam Taliaferro’s football career
ended on Sept. 23, 2000, when he
suffered a devastating spinal cord
injury while tackling an opposing
player. Doctors initially gave him just
a 3 percent chance of walking again. 

“We were playing Ohio State and I
went to make a routine tackle and
unfortunately, I broke my C-5 verte-
brae that paralyzed me for a little
while, for almost seven months,” said
Taliaferro, who played just five
games in his freshman year at Penn
State before the injury.

Taliaferro never lost consciousness
after the fateful play. “I remember
making the hit. You know the feeling
when your foot goes to sleep where
there’s a tingling feeling? Well, from
my neck down, that’s what it felt like.
I remember trying to roll over and
get up and I couldn’t feel anything. I
could feel my head, but from my
neck down, I didn’t feel anything. It
was like my body wasn’t there. It
was one of the weirdest feelings I’ve
ever felt in my life,” he recalled. 

The play happened close to the
Penn State sideline, which allowed
team trainers to quickly come to his
aid. Taliaferro was injured on a
Saturday and had spinal fusion
surgery in Ohio two days later. He
was airlifted back to Jefferson
Hospital in Philadelphia later that
week, where he remained in inten-
sive care for two weeks. He was then
transferred to Magee Rehabilitation
Center in Philadelphia where he
began the long rehabilitation
process. He was walking just seven
months after he was injured.

“When I first got injured, when
they saw my CT scans and my X-
rays, they told my parents I had a 3
percent chance of walking again. My
parents refused to believe that and
never told me how bleak the outlook
was. So I was in the hospital and in
rehab thinking, ‘hey I got injured,
but I’m going to get better.’ I never
knew there was a chance I’d never
walk again. When I finally got some
movement back in my toe, that’s
when we realized I had a good
chance to walk again and that’s
when my parents told me ‘hey, you

were in pretty bad shape. There was
a high chance you weren’t going to
walk again,’ ” said Taliaferro, now
entering his second year at Rutgers-
Camden Law School. He’ll serve as
Rutgers-Camden’s liaison to the
Young Lawyers Division Executive
Committee.

Taliaferro originally planned to
study finance, but never got the
opportunity to do it because he was
injured just five weeks into his fresh-
man year. “I had to withdraw from
Penn State after my injury, so I took
the whole year off, just rehabbing. I
went back to Penn State that summer
and met with my academic advisor
and took a career guidance test and
it came out with the law. I took a few
classes – there was a business law
class that I really enjoyed – and
that’s basically where it blossomed. I
did an internship with the National
Football League Players Association
down in Washington with their legal
department. I split my summer and
worked with a sports agent and I
really fell in love with it and wanted
to do the sports agent thing,” he said.

Taliaferro spent this summer as a
summer associate at Montgomery,
McCracken, Walker & Rhoads, LLP,
where he worked mostly in employ-
ment law. “After my first year of
school, I wasn’t too sure about which
way I wanted to go with the law.
Being a summer associate exposed
me to a broad range of topics. I got
experience in a lot of different areas
of the law this summer. I really
enjoyed working in employment law,
but that could be because I did more
of that this summer than anything
else. Right now, I’m kind of like a

sponge. Anything that’s thrown my
way I’m looking to explore. Just the
law in general is very interesting,” he
said.

While recovering from his injury,
the Voorhees, N.J. resident said he
got cards and letters from people all
over the country, urging him not to
give up.

“My parents and my coaches from
South Jersey and the Penn State
alumni were terrific to me. People
that I had never met in my life were
sending me cards. I get stuff from
people all around the country who
either saw my injury on TV or read
about it. I had a terrific support sys-
tem and so many people to thank
and that’s why I have to give back in
some capacity,” he said.

That support led to the formation
of the Adam Taliaferro Foundation.
“My foundation actually started from
my high school coach. When I first
got injured, my high school coach,
Larry Ginsburg (from Eastern Reg-
ional High School in Voorhees, N.J.)
wondered how we were going to pay
for the care for my injury. With a
spinal cord injury, the bills from
surgery and rehab can be astronomi-
cal. Lucky for me, the NCAA and
Penn State had insurance that cov-
ered everything that my injury
entailed. I didn’t have to worry about
paying for anything,” he said.

“We saw there were a lot of peo-
ple in the hospital who weren’t as
fortunate as me and were worrying
about how they were going to pay
for their injury care. We thought we
could help these people out in some
sort of way and raise funds for peo-

The former Penn State
player, paralyzed in just
his fifth collegiate game,
is now a law student
and liaison to the YLD.

Adam Taliaferro is entering his second year at Rutgers-Camden Law School.

continued on page 16
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by Michael B. Hayes

As of this writing, 244 people have
been killed in the City of Philadelphia
this year. Two hundred forty-four lives
have been needlessly lost. Two hun-
dred forty-four people will never come
home again. Two hundred forty-four
individuals with hopes, fears, thoughts
and emotions are gone forever.

Now double, or triple, that number
– those 244 – to include the perpetra-
tors of these homicides, along with
their aiders and abettors, in the roll call
of the lost in Philadelphia. Next, we
must include the thousands of people
who mourn for the 244 men, women
and children whose lives were stolen
from them in Philadelphia so far this
year. Among the mourners are the par-
ents of the lost, who bear the unnatur-
al pain of outliving their children, and
the damned, who bear the overwhelm-
ing guilt of seeing their flesh and blood
grow into murderers. Brothers and sis-
ters, wives, husbands and children, all
have been left behind in the wake of
these senseless killings. Finally, add to
the tally the throngs of young people
who have come to glamorize street
violence and gunplay – they are most
at risk to become the next murder vic-

tims and perpetrators in our city. Put it
all together, and you begin to see the
staggering effects of violence in
Philadelphia.

It is not enough for our elected offi-
cials to try and make headway in their
uphill struggle to stem the flow of guns
being used to commit these murders.
Nor will the problem be solved by the
employment of 100, 500, or even 1,000
more police officers to patrol the
streets. In addition, while we must
begin to seriously address the socio-
economic issues that fundamentally
contribute to our culture of violence –
even that effort will not, by itself, put a
stop to the murder of our fellow citi-
zens.

To the violent criminal, the criminal
justice system is to be avoided if possi-
ble, and manipulated if not. Those
criminals who fail to avoid arrest and
prosecution have resorted, with
increasing frequency, to witness intimi-
dation, extortion, coercion, and even
murder. At the same time, public confi-
dence in our system of criminal justice
has been seriously shaken.

Law-abiding citizens are afraid to
speak out against those who peddle
drugs and make shooting galleries of
their neighborhoods. Parents counsel
their children not to testify against
murderers, bystanders feign amnesia
even after seeing innocent children
gunned down. Those brave souls who

do come forward to provide police
with information live in fear, wonder-
ing whether they will ever make it to
the courtroom to testify.

Not coincidentally, street justice is
becoming more and more prevalent –
with deadly results. The growing
inability of law enforcement to suc-
cessfully investigate and prosecute the
serious criminals in our midst only
contributes to the lawlessness and, ulti-
mately, the homicides we see reported
by the media every day.

The long and the short of it is this:
too may people, young and old, have
lost faith in the rule of law here in
Philadelphia. The results have been

Penn State Abington 

Paralegal
Certificate Programs
We offer three certificates:

��Elder Law
��Legal Issues for Business Professionals

��Paralegal (in credit and non-credit formats)

Paralegals:
•  Enhance your legal knowledge
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Attorneys:

•  Increase productivity
•  Gain an edge over the competition

For information: 215-881-7388
www.abington.psu.edu/outreach

(click on “on-campus professional development”)

INCORPORATION
AND 

LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY FORMATION

CONVENIENT, COURTEOUS SAME DAY SERVICE

PREPARATION AND FILING SERVICES IN ALL STATES

CORPORATION OUTFITS AND
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY OUTFITS

SAME DAY SHIPMENT OF YOUR ORDER

CORPORATE STATUS REPORTS
UCC, LIEN AND JUDGMENT SEARCH SERVICES

DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL SERVICES

M. BURR KEIM COMPANY
SERVING THE LEGAL PROFESSION SINCE 1931

2021 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

PHONE: (215) 563-8113

FAX: (215) 977-9386
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Bar Must Act to Halt Violence in City

The Young Lawyers Division will
hold its Family Fall Spooktacular on
Sunday, Oct. 22 from 12:30 to 2:30
p.m. at Sesame Place in Langhorne,
Pa.

Admission is $30 for adults and
$20 for children and includes food
and beverages, a sing-along and
meet and greet with five Sesame
Place characters, VIP seating at the

live stage show “Countdown to
Halloween” and participation in the
Sesame Place Rock Around the
Block parade.

Children are invited to dress in
costume and trick or treat through-
out the park, tour The Count’s Castle
and take a hayride.

Visit philadelphiabar.org to pur-
chase tickets for this event.

YLD Family Fall Spooktacular Oct. 22

continued on page 16
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by Beth Huffman

Joseph W. “Chip” Marshall III, a
member of the Medicaid Commission
selected by Health and Human Services
Secretary Mike Leavitt, will discuss the
commission’s two-year project and
upcoming report in a lunchtime meet-
ing on Tuesday, Oct.17

The meeting is co-sponsored by the
Public Interest Section, the Business
Law Section’s Health Care Law Com-
mittee and the State Civil Litigation
Section’s Medical-Legal Committee.

Marshall, 52, is chairman and CEO
of the Temple University Health Sys-
tem, which includes five hospitals,
8,000 employees and approximately $1
billion in annual revenues. Prior to
assuming his current position in 2001,

he was an attorney specializing in cor-
porate health law.

The Commission advises the secre-
tary of health and human services on
ways to modernize the Medicaid pro-
gram so that it can provide high-quali-
ty health care to its beneficiaries in a
financially sustainable way. It consists
of elected officials, state health depart-
ment officials, public policy organiza-
tions, individuals with disabilities and
others with special expertise.

The commission’s first report, sub-
mitted last September, included sug-
gested reforms that projected an $11
billion savings - $1 billion dollars more
than the goal. The second report, due
Dec. 31, 2006, will provide recommen-
dations to help ensure the long-term
sustainability of Medicaid. The propos-

als will address key issues such as:
• How to expand coverage to more

Americans while still being fiscally
responsible.

• Ways to provide long-term care to
those who need it.

• A review of eligibility, benefits
design, and delivery.

• Improved quality of care, choice
and beneficiary satisfaction.

The second report will also consider
how to address the major issues affect-
ing Medicaid under three different sce-
narios: an assumption that federal and
state spending continues at current
paces; an assumption that Congress
chooses to lower the rate of growth in
the program; and an assumption that
Congress may increase spending for
coverage.

Marshall also currently serves on
the Pennsylvania Gaming Control
Board and is a former member and
chair of the Pennsylvania State Ethics
Commission, the body responsible for
administering and enforcing the Ethics
Act, which regulates the conduct of vir-
tually every public employee, elected
official and candidate for public office
in the state.

The meeting will be held in the 11th
floor Conference Center at Bar Associa-
tion headquarters, 1101 Market St. The
event, open to all Association mem-
bers, begins at 12 p.m. with lunch, fol-
lowed by Marshall’s presentation at
12:30 p.m. Lunch is $7.50 and registra-
tion is available at philadelphabar.org
or by contacting Dawn Burger at 215-
238-6367.

Medicaid Commission Member to Speak Oct. 17

A National Leader 

in providing expert 

advisory services, 

CBIZ experts have 

worked for counsel 

representing small 

and large companies

globally.

We’ll find the answers…
Damage Analysis • Forensic Investigations • Expert Testimony

Commercial Damages and 
Forensic Advisory Experts
Commercial Damages and 
Forensic Advisory Experts

Philadelphia

215.599.1881

Plymouth Meeting

610.862.2737

tody, support and divorce matters. The committee
will be reaching out to all civil litigators (both fe-
male and male) to assist with this project. Train-
ing sessions will be set up in the fall for volun-
teers, with the purpose of providing litigators
adequate, but not unreasonably time consuming,
preparation to handle these matters with confi-
dence. A notice will be coming out soon with the
schedule.

Additionally, the Women’s Rights Committee

will be hosting a fashion show in conjunction
with the Nicole Miller store at the Park Hyatt
Philadelphia at the Bellevue on Oct. 19 with a
percentage of all proceeds to go to Women
Against Abuse.

With the support of the litigators and shop-
pers of the Philadelphia Bar Association, the
Women’s Rights Committee is confident that the
much-needed support for the Women Against
Abuse Legal Center, Inc. will be accomplished. 

Rosemary Pinto, a partner at Feldman & Pinto, is chair of the Women’s
Rights Committee.

ABUSE
continued from page 5

Pro Bono Open House Fair Oct. 12
The Public Interest Section’s Law Firm Pro Bono Commit-

tee will hold a Pro Bono Open House Law Fair on Oct. 12 at
the offices of Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll LLP, 1735
Market St., 42nd Floor.

Representatives from more than 16 pro bono referral pro-
grams and public interest law centers will be available to
speak about volunteer opportunities at their organizations.
This event is free and open to all members of the bar. Light
refreshments will be provided. 

Please RSVP by Oct. 10 to Lisa Whiteley at (215) 864-8187.
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2006 Bench-Bar
Conference

Pull-Out Guide

by Jeff Lyons

The Association’s 2006 Bench-Bar
Conference offers a weekend of top-
quality programs and camaraderie,
with as many as 7.5 CLE credits
available to attendees at the Sept.
29-30 event in Atlantic City.

The theme of the 2006 Bench-Bar
Conference is a salute to the movies.
“The Greatest Show on Earth” will
be held at The Tropicana Resort and
Casino, the site of the successful
2005 event.

Attendees have 19 different pro-
grams to choose from, offering up to
7.5 CLE credits.

The Bench-Bar Conference brings
together the Philadelphia legal com-
munity for continuing legal educa-
tion seminars and provides an
opportunity to foster the working
environment between local judges
and attorneys. The 2006 Bench-Bar
Conference is chaired by Ronald A.
Kovler and Laura A. Feldman. More
information on the conference is
available at philadelphiabar.org.

The conference opens on Friday,
Sept. 29 at 12 p.m. with “Indep-
endence Day,” a panel dis-
cussion on judicial indepen-
dence. The panel will be moderat-

ed by journalist Lynn Doyle of CN8,
the Comcast Network. Panelists
include former Pennsylvania
Supreme Court Justice Russell M.
Nigro, Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas Judge John M.
Younge, former Chancellor Clifford
E. Haines and Northampton County
District Attorney John Morganelli.

The plenary session “Giant,”
follows at 2:15 p.m., with a state
of the court address. Panelists
for the program include Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court Chief Justice
Ralph J. Cappy, Philadelphia Court
of Common Pleas President Judge C.
Darnell Jones II, Philadelphia Mun-
icipal Court President Judge Louis J.
Presenza and supervising and ad-
ministrative judges.

The Young Lawyers Division will
present “Good Night and Good
Luck,” a program on media
and the law. Attendees will learn
how to develop good relationships
with the media within the bounds
of the Rules of Professional Conduct.
Panelists include Philadelphia Court
of Common Pleas Judge Frederica A.
Massiah-Jackson, former Chancellor
Abraham C. Reich, Chancellor-Elect
Jane L. Dalton, Hank Grezlak (editor

Something for Everyone
at Bench-Bar Conference

continued on page 12

2006 Bench-Bar
Conference

Pull-Out Guide

BAR REPORTER / SEPTEMBER 2006 11



of The Legal Intelligencer), The Philadelphia
Inquirer reporter George Anastasia and
Michelle Durham. The program will be
moderated by Shira Goodman.

In “The Verdict,” the State Civil
Litigation Section program will take a
look at cross-examination in
medical malpractice cases.
Panelists for this program include
Robert T. Szostak, James E. Colleran Sr.,
Roberta D. Pichini, Daniel F. Ryan,
Kevin H. Wright and James E. Beasley
Jr.

“Stand by Me” is a Family
Law Section program on the 3
P’s of school selection issues in
custody litigation - public, pri-
vate or parochial. Panelists, inclu-
ding Philadelphia Court of Common
Pleas Family Court Supervising Judge
Margaret P. Murphy (Domestic Rela-
tions Division), Mark Momjian, Steph-
en J. Anderer, James A. Nolan and
moderator Elaine Smith, will discuss
factors used in adjudicating school
selection disputes. They will also ad-
dress what resources are available to
family lawyers to compare and contrast
schools and school districts. Emphasis
will be on trial preparation, expert wit-
ness involvement, evidentiary con-
cerns, appellate ease law, etc.

The Business Law Section program
“Risky Business” will look at
employment law mediation
with moderator Scott Cooper and
retired U.S. District Court Judge Diane
M. Welsh, Stephen G. Console, Carol
Giordano, Cynthia A. Locke, Judith Ann
O’Boyle and Joseph A. Torregrossa.

USI Colburn Insurance Service will
sponsor the Grand Reception “As Good
As It Gets” at 6:30 p.m. The After Party
“Footloose” begins at 8:30 p.m. with
music and dancing.

Breakfast begins at 7:30 a.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 30. The State Civil
Litigation Section opens Saturday’s
programming with “Breakfast at
Bernstein’s” – a look at evi-
dence with Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas Judge Mark I. Bernstein
and Larry Bendesky. Thomas Wilkinson
is the course planner.

Paul Kazaras, assistant executive
director of the Bar Association, Carl H.
Delacoto and Shelly Lawson will pre-
sent “Double Indemnity,” a pro-
gram on risk management with
USI Colburn Insurance Services.

The Criminal Justice Section’s “And
Justice For All” will look at
cross-examination in the
movies with moderator Jules Epstein
and panelists including Philadelphia
Court of Common Pleas Judges Jeffrey
P. Minehart and Teresa M. Sarmina
along with Wendy Goldstein, Jack
McMahon, Mark Gilson and Thurgood
M. Matthews. The program is broken

up into two parts – The Art and Skill of
Cross-Examination and The Law of
Impeachment and Confrontation
Rights. 

“Jerry Maguire – Show Me
the Money” will be the Business Law
Section’s program on employment
contract law. Panelists include Phil-
adelphia Court of Common Pleas Judge
Albert W. Sheppard Jr., Stephen M.
Foxman, Marc J. Zucker and moderator
Michael D. Ecker.

The Family Law Section’s “War of
the Roses” will look at every-
thing from duped dads to

fraudulent conveyances...cop-
ing with fraud and deceit in
modern family law practice.
Panelists for this program include
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas
Judge Idee C. Fox, Meredith Brennan,
Megan Watson, Elaine Smith and mod-
erator Mark Momjian.

The Workers’ Compensation Section
program “9 to 5” is an examina-
tion of everything you wanted
to know about workers’ com-
pensation subrogation but
were afraid to ask. Philadelphia
Court of Common Pleas Judge Sandra

Mazer Moss, Workers’ Compensation
Bureau Judge A. Michael Snyder,
Lenard Cohen, Michael D. Schaff and
Joseph Hankins are the panelists. 

In the Real Property Section’s “The
Money Pit,” panelists will dis-
cuss preventing fights between
contractors and owners and
real estate practice tips for the
unwary. The panel includes Judy F.
Berkman, Kenneth J. Fleisher and
Christine Paul.

The Probate and Trust Law Section
will present “Good Will Hunting,”

(Please Note: Judges will receive separate conference materials)

Each attendee must fill out a registration form in its entirety (non-attorney guests may be included on the form). Make
checks payable to Philadelphia Bar Association and mail to: 2006 Bench-Bar Conference, Philadelphia Bar Association,
1101 Market St., 11th Fl., Philadelphia, PA 19107, or pay with your credit card below and fax to (215) 238-1159.
Electronic registration is also available at www.philadelphiabar.org. NOTE: Hotel reservations must be made separately
by calling (800) 247-8767. Mention “Philadelphia Bar Association/2006 Bench-Bar Conference” to take advantage of the
special rate of $185 per night on Thursday and Friday nights and $225 on Saturday night (plus taxes). Hotel reserva-
tions must be made by Friday, Sept. 15, 2006.

Assn.
Member

$475

$275

$275

$150

Assn. Member
Nonprofit, Gov.

Attorneys & YLD

$325

$225

$225

$125

Non-Member 
Attorney

$525

$325

$325

$175

Subtotal:
Guest total:
Total due:

Amount 
Owed

______
______
______

Registration Type (all prices are per person)

Full Conference—Regular: Friday Opening Luncheon, Friday Night Grand
Reception and After Party, Saturday Breakfast, Saturday Closing
Luncheon, Course Materials, Up to 7.5 CLE Credits

One Day Attendee—Friday: Friday Opening Luncheon, Friday Night
Grand Reception, After Party, Course Materials, CLE Credits for Friday
only

One Day Attendee—Saturday: Saturday Breakfast, Saturday Closing
Luncheon, Course Materials, CLE Credits for Saturday only

Grand Reception and After Party—Friday Evening Only

Non-Attorney Guest Registration - $150 Per Guest. (Price includes food
and social functions only. Please register me for _____ guest(s) at $150
per guest.)

Attendee Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Nickname on Badge (if different from above): ____________________________________________________

Company/Organization ______________________________________________________________________

Guest Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: _________________

Phone: ________________________  Fax: _________________________  E-mail: ______________________ 

Special/Dietary Needs: ______________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name: ____________________________________ Phone: _________________________

Card Type: ______ American Express     _______ MasterCard     _______Visa 

Card Number: _________________________________________________  Exp. Date: __________________

Cardholder’s Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Cardholder’s Signature: __________________________________________  Date: ______________________

2006 Bench-Bar Conference Registration Form
Sept. 29 - 30, 2006 - The Tropicana, Atlantic City, NJ

Register online at philadelphiabar.org

continued on page 13
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what litigators need to know
about probate and estate mat-
ters. The program will explain basic
estate administration concepts for liti-
gators and issues arising from settle-
ment of litigation matters, specifically
focusing on obtaining approval of set-
tlements for individuals who are
minors or incapacitated persons; the
appointment of guardians of the per-
son and estate; the granting of letters of
administration “For Litigation Purposes
ONLY”; filing of required notices; the
advertisement of the grant of letters,
Pennsylvania inheritance taxes and
more. Nina Stryker and Louis DiRenzo
are the panelists.

In “Class Action,” the Federal
Courts and Business Litigation Com-
mittees will explore strategies for
litigating class actions with U.S.
District Court Judge Mary A. McLaugh-

lin, Philadelphia Court of Common
Pleas Judge Joseph A. Dych, Mary F.
Platt, Thomas Moore Marrone and
Judith A. Gran.

The Business Law Section’s “Wall
Street” will present an examina-
tion of specialized and impro-
ved ADR procedures in the
Commerce Program with pan-
elists including Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas Judges Albert W. Shep-
pard Jr., Howland W. Abramson and
Mark I. Bernstein along with Edward G.
Biester III, Gregory H. Mathews, Darryl
J. May and Marc J. Sonnenfeld.

Nancy Fullam is the course planner
for “Back to the Future,” which
will discuss e-filing in the Phila-
delphia Court of Common
Pleas.

The closing luncheon and CLE ses-
sion features a keynote speech by Dan
Abrams of MSNBC. Please be advised
that seminar topics and presenters are
subject to change.

BENCH-BAR
continued from page 12
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2006 Bench-Bar Conference Schedule of Events

Friday, Sept. 29
12 - 2 p.m............................................................................................Opening Luncheon
• “Independence Day” – Panel discussion on judicial independence
2 – 2:15 p.m..................................................................................................Intermission
2:15 - 3:30 p.m........................................................................................Plenary Session
• “Giant” – State of the Court address
3:30 - 3:45 p.m..............................................................................................Intermission
3:45 - 4:45 p.m............................................................................................CLE Seminars
• “Good Night & Good Luck” – Media & the Law
• “Stand By Me” – The 3 P’s Of School Selection Issues In Custody Litigation:
Public, Private, or Parochial
• “The Verdict” – Cross-Examination in the Medical Malpractice Case
• “Risky Business” – Employment Law Mediation
6:45 - 8 p.m............................................................................................Grand Reception
8 – 8:30 p.m………………....……………………………..Academy Awards Ceremony
8:30 – 10:30 p.m……………............................……………………………..After Party
Saturday, Sept. 30
7:30 - 9:30 a.m...................................................................................................Breakfast
8 - 9:30 a.m.................................................................................................CLE Seminars
• “Double Indemnity” – Risk Management with USI Colburn
8:30 – 9:30 a.m……………………………………...........................……CLE Seminars
• “Breakfast at Bernstein’s” – Evidence with Judge Bernstein
9:30 – 9:45 a.m..............................................................................................Intermission
9:45 – 10:45 a.m.........................................................................................CLE Seminars
• “And Justice for All” – Cross Examination in the Movies (Part 1)
• “Jerry Maguire” (Show Me the Money) – Employment Contract Law
• “War of the Roses” – From Duped Dads To Fraudulent Conveyances: Coping With
Fraud And Deceit In Modern Family Law Practice
• “9 to 5” – Subrogation Issues in Workers’ Compensation
• “The Money Pit” – Preventing Fights Between Contractors and Owners: Real Estate
Practice Tips For the Unwary
10:45 – 11:15 a.m..........................................................Intermission and Hotel Checkout
11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m...............................................................................CLE Seminars
• “And Justice for All” – Cross Examination in the Movies (Part 2)
• “Good Will Hunting” – What Litigators Need to Know About Probate and Estate
Matters
• “Wall Street” – Specialized and Improved ADR Procedures in the Commerce
Program
• “Back to the Future” – Electronic Filing in Common Pleas Court
• “Class Action” – Strategies for Litigating Class Actions 
12:15 – 12:30 p.m…………….....................………………………………Intermission
12:30 - 2:15 p.m...................................................................................Closing Luncheon
• “Broadcast News” – Remarks by MSNBC’s Dan Abrams

by Beth Huffman

Dan Abrams, NBC News’
chief legal correspondent
and anchor of MSNBC’s
“The Abrams Report,” will
deliver the closing luncheon
address at the Association’s
annual Bench-Bar Confer-
ence at the Tropicana in
Atlantic City, N.J., on Satu-
rday, Sept. 30. 

“The Abrams Report”
premiered as a news/talk format pro-
gram in 2002. The show’s topics are
varied and include not only legal is-
sues, but national politics and current

events from around the
world. In recent years, Ab-
rams has covered the trials
of Scott Peterson, Michael
Jackson and Zacarias
Moussaoui. 

In June, Abrams was
named general manager of
MSNBC. Abrams began
making special reports for
NBC in 1995 and has report-
ed regularly on “NBC
Nightly News,” “Today” and

“Dateline NBC.” He joined NBC as a
general assignment correspondent in
1997. With NBC, he has reported on

MSNBC’s Dan Abrams
to Offer Closing Remarks

Dan Abrams

Nigro, Morganelli
on Panel for Judicial
Independence Debate
by Beth Huffman

The opening luncheon of the Asso-
ciation’s 2006 Bench-Bar Conference on
Sept. 29 will be highlighted by a panel
discussion on judicial independence.

Russell M. Nigro, former justice on
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, will
be joined by Philadelphia Court of
Common Pleas Judge John Milton
Younge, former Bar Association Chan-
cellor Clifford E. Haines and North-
ampton County District Attorney John
M. Morganelli.

Emmy-winning journalist Lynn
Doyle, host of “It’s Your Call with Lynn
Doyle” on CN8, will moderate the pan-
el on judicial independence. Doyle’s
debate-style show focuses on the is-
sues of the day and has featured such
nationally known attorneys as the late
Johnnie Cochran.

In November 2006, Justice Nigro
became the first appellate judge to lose
a retention vote since Pennsylvania in-
stituted the yes-no vote in 1969. A 1973
graduate of Rutgers University School
of Law, Justice Nigro served eight years
in Common Pleas Court before being
elected to the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court in 1996.

Judge Younge was elected to the
Court of Common Pleas in 1995 and
again in 2005. A native of Philadelphia,
he earned his law degree in 1981 from
Howard University School of Law.

A litigator with more than 30 years
of experience, Haines is active in both
the Philadelphia and Pennsylvania Bar
Associations. He is a member of the

American College of Trial Lawyers and
he directs Temple University Beasley
School of Law’s Trial Advocacy Institute
for practicing lawyers. He won the Am-
erican Trial Lawyers Roscoe Pound Aw-
ard in 1998. He is a 1971 graduate of
Ohio State Law School and served as
Chancellor of the Bar Association in
1997.

Morganelli, a four-term district at-
torney, graduated from Villanova Law
School in 1980. Known for his tough
stand on crime, Morganelli has been an
outspoken critic of the judicial pay
raise. The past-president of the Penn-
sylvania District Attorneys Association,
he has appeared on national news pro-
grams such as CNN’s “Lou Dobbs
Tonight” and “The O’Reilly Factor” on
FoxNews.

CN8’s Lynn Doyle will be the moderator for
the discussion on judicial independence.

continued on page 14
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The Philadelphia Bar Association
Gratefully Acknowledges the Generous
Support of the Official Sponsors of the

2006 Bench-Bar Conference

President Clinton’s impeachment trial,
the Oklahoma City bombing trials, the
Susan McDougal trial, the Jon Benet
Ramsey murder probe and the legal
battles over Elian Gonzalez. 

He began his television career as an
anchor and reporter for Court TV in
1992. Abrams covered various high-
profile trials while with Court TV,

including the O.J. Simpson murder
trial, the International War Crimes trial
from The Hague, and the assisted-sui-
cide trials of Dr. Jack Kevorkian. 

Abrams, who received his Bachelor
of Arts degree in political science from
Duke University in 1988 and his law
degree from Columbia University in
1992, has published articles in The New
York Times, The Nation, USA Today, The
American Lawyer, George and the Yale Law
and Policy Review.

833 Chestnut East, Suite 1220

Philadelphia, PA

215.574.1505

www.jenkinslaw.org

Jenkins is your 
legal concierge!

We save you time and money!

We’ll have it when you need it!

We’re not just books!

We have free Lexis and Westlaw terminals!

Jenkins Law Library

Membership promo – $40 for the rest of 2006!

Wish you had someone
to help resolve client
social services issues?

You’re probably an expert in a number 

of fields—but case management may not

be one of them. That’s why Intervention

Associates is here. Since 1986 we’ve 

been serving older adults, the chronically 

mentally ill, and physically disabled adults

and children by assisting with:

• Assessments

• Crisis Intervention

• Home or Facility Care

• Information/Referrals

• Advocacy

1777 Sentry Parkway West, Suite 210 Dublin Hall

Blue Bell, PA 19422

(610) 254-9001 • 1-800-254-9708

www.interventionassociates.org

The Pier at Caesars features dozens of the world’s best retailers and restaurants.

The Pier at Caesars is Atlantic City’s
newest shopping and dining destina-
tion, featuring dozens of the world’s
best known retailers and restaurants.

The Pier is located along Atlantic
City’s world-famous Boardwalk.

The retailers and restaurants at The
Pier at Caesar’s include: AG Adriano
Goldschmied, Ann Taylor, Apple Store,
The Art of Shaving, A|X Armani Ex-
change, Banana Republic, BCBG Max
Azria, bebe, BEBE SPORT, Betsey John-
son, Bijoux Terner, The Body Shop,
BOSS Hugo Boss Shop, Bottega Veneta,
Brats, Brookstone, Buddakan, Burberry,
Cache, Charles David, Chico’s Coach,
Cole Haan, Continental, Cos Bar, Dan-
delion, Eleganza, English is Italian, Er-
win Pearl, Everything But Water, Fila,
Finish Line, Game on, Garden of Eden,
Geox, Gucci, GUESS, Gymboree, Har-

rah’s Total Rewards, Iridesse, IT’SUGAR,
James’ Salt Water Taffy, Janie & Jack,
Jasmine Sola, Judith Ripka, Juicy Cou-
tre, Kenneth Cole, Levi’s, Louis Vuitton,
LUSH Fresh Handmade Cosmetics,
L’Occitane en Provence, M.A.C. Cosmet-
ics, Made in Italy, Manor Home & Gifts,
Marshall Rousso, Michael Kors, Michal
Negrin, Movado, Mulberry, Oh My
Goddard Gallery, Paradise Pen, Phillips
Seafood, Phillips Seafood Shack, Quick-
silver, rumjungle, Salvatore Ferragamo,
Scoop NYC, Serago Roberts Jewelry, So-
Ho Lab, Sole Mio, Sonsie, Sozai, Sports
City, Starbucks, Steve Madden, Stuart
Weitzman, Sunglass Designs, Tiffany &
Co., Tommy Bahama, Tourneau, Trinity
Pub, Trust Fund Baby, Victoria’s Secret,
Vilebrequin, Vino Noir, The Walking
Company, Watch Gear and White
House|Black Market.

Pier at Caesars Beckons Shoppers
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Shouk
622 S. 6th St.
(215) 627-3344

by Skinny D. Bockol

One enters into this “shoubang”
through portal curtains with eyes’ pu-
pils narrowing and gazing upon Mor-
occan holey hanging lamps and reces-
sed multi-colored bulbs. The men’s
room, if you require it, for instance, is
lighted as red as the sands surrounding
Marrakesh.

In this vertiginous atmosphere, you
notice intricately curved black wrought
iron bases, which support tables of
inlaid tile surfaces. Long banquettes
along the wall to your left are adorned
with scarlet cushions. They are bolst-
ered for human spines by emerald
green embroidered pillows. An odd
picture of an orange-capped trained
monkey sits framed an inch within the
wall, above it all.

There is not much to your right ex-
cept a half dozen more tables. This
“first room” is narrow and cozy, leading
to a mid-restaurant display of fruit-
filled baskets, and from there into a
lengthy “second room” with a small
chartreuse bar as its focus. Dark wide
plank wood floors are at your feet

throughout.
Before you know it, a waitperson

arrives with a welcoming tall shot-
glass of spearmint tea. A sip corrobo-
rates that you are now in a different
hemisphere. Your cerebrum is in
Meknes or Fez, and your medulla is in
a marvelous medina. The setting is
startlingly authentic. When you com-
pliment the staff on all the caring
touches they say, “very happy to hear”
with an affectation and accent last
recalled in conversations at Jerusalem
cafés.

And, in fact, Shouk is the Hebrew
word for “souk,” with its culinary
emphasis on Israeli cuisine. 

All portions are served on small
plates, meant to be shared. Three “mez-
zas” per person seems to suffice. So

start (and don’t miss) hummus with
tahini ($5), lamb kebab ($8), the egg,
hummus and sunflower seeds grilled
flatbread ($6), ground lamb with mint
yogurt flatbread ($8) and kubbeh ($7).
(Pita bread is garnered gratis.)

The last first. “Kubbeh” are crusted
carrot dumplings engorged with
ground chicken and infused with cin-
namon. The sweetness claims your
tongue as it curls from the tension of
tastebuds being tantalized. Lips be-
come predatory as you smack them
with delight. The dumplings are round
and capable of being taken wholly into
one’s mouth. Crush and swoon.

Placate the palate with a piece of
ground lamb flatbread whose coverlet
is yogurt doused by mint. The flat-
breads are three inch round pita-
dough pizzas, inundated with Israeli
inspired toppings. The lamb is coarse
and crumbly, soured gracefully by the
yogurt. Mint hints.  

The topping with egg, hummus and
sunflower seeds assembled perfectly
hard-boiled egg slivers and pastes
them onto pureed chickpeas mixed
with sesame oil. Sunflower seeds add
an aftertaste that lingers without lan-
guishing.  

The “hummus and tahini” are
served in a bowl in which the beige

hummus surrounds the green par-
sleyed tahini. Most patrons simply
swoosh a pita piece through the bowl
and promptly deposit the voluptuous
vegetarian concoction as close to their
larynx as possible. Teeth are hardly
necessary. Swallowing is involuntary. 

The owners, Yisrael “Yis” Tigay and
Georgia Vass appear often to coddle
Shouk’s customers. Tigay is renowned
for his hummus-making and his hu-
morous banter. Vass adds a back-
ground in Greece to the Mediterranean
eclectic menu.

“This establishment is still a work in
progress,” says Tigay confidently. “We
intend to make the interior even more
intimate. We are always recrafting re-
cipes to serve our neighbors really ex-
quisite Israeli, Greek, Egyptian and Sy-
rian delicacies.”  Believe it or not, the
talented new chef is Carlós Izagirre, a
Venezuelan. Go know.  

The most different accoutrement at
Shouk is the upstairs hookah parlor or
“Sheesa Lounge.”  The younger set seem
to gravitate to water pipes in droves at
about 10 p.m. One inhales fruit fla-
vored smoke via a hose attached to a
chamber whose contents are heated by
charcoal. Tobacco leaves are shredded
and soaked with honey or molasses or

Our portfolio of 

endorsed products 

designed for today’s 

legal professionals 

include:

• Professional Liability
• Health Savings Accounts (HSA)
• Medical
• Dental
• Vision
• Long-term Care
• Life & Disability
• Business Overhead Expense
• Auto/Homeowners and more

To learn more
 please contact us at

800-664-7910
or visit our website

www.colburn.com

USI Colburn offers competitive 
and comprehensive insurance.

USI Colburn is the 

trusted source and  

insurance administrator 

for the Philadelphia Bar 

Association. 

The choice of Pennsylvania Attorneys.

Lawyer’s Professional 

Liability Insurance you 

can count on . . . from 

a company you can trust!

Shouk Hits the Spot for Middle Eastern Fare

Their Insurance

Carriers Were Held

Accountable.

BRUCE L.
NEFF,

ESQUIRE
Representing

Plaintiffs In BAD
FAITH Litigation.

Neff & Associates

Two Penn Center

Suite 530

Philadelphia, PA 19102

215-564-3331

� Recoveries from more than 

65 different carriers

� Representing plaintiffs in Bad Faith 

Litigation since 1990 (Inception of § 8371)

� Former house counsel for three carriers

� Successfully prosecuted commercial,

auto, home-owners, life, disability and 

health(HMO) claims

BAD FAITH

continued on page 18
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ple with spinal cord injuries. We host
a high school football all-star game
every year at Rowan University with
players from all the different confer-
ences in South Jersey. We have two
fund-raising dinners throughout the
year and silent auctions, but our foot-
ball game is our main activity. Each
year, we try to expand. In the last few
years, we’ve established a board of
directors. They’ve been great in com-
ing up with different ideas on how to
raise money,” Taliaferro said.

He remains involved with the
Penn State football program. “When I
got injured and came back to school,
Coach Paterno told me I was going to

stay involved with football. I did
everything I did with the team before
I got hurt. I traveled and worked out
with the team and I became some-
what of a student coach. I did some of
our signals from the sideline during
the game. I still, to this day, get to
most of the home games and stand
down on the sidelines. Sometimes,
before a game, I’ll go down into the
locker room and try to fire the team
up a little bit. I try to be a source of
inspiration for the guys and let them
know that football is a game that is
not guaranteed for everybody. In one
play, you can be done for good. I tell
them to play as hard as they can
because you never know what can
happen,” he said.

A lot of people could have given

up on life after suffering an injury
like Taliaferro’s. “Everything since my
injury has been really positive. It
taught me a lot about life. Everything
I go through, I try to compare to my
injury because that was the toughest
thing I’ll have to go through in my
life. Law school was tough, but every
time I thought it was tough, I’d think
back to my injury and think ‘I’ve
been through tougher things.’ It really
pushed me and motivated me to get
through my first year of law school,”
he said.

“I learned from my injury. I lead a
simple life now. I used to get animat-
ed about a lot of things. But if you
have your health, your friends and
your family, that’s what’s really
important these days,” Taliaferro said.

TALIAFERRO
continued from page 8

receive help in order to present more
coherent motions, those with meritless
cases are discouraged from filing, and
the court receives filings that are
appropriate and well-documented.

Endowment
In an effort to provide a significant,

sustained source of income for future
grantmaking, we have been building
our endowment. Our traditional source
of endowment giving is the Hamilton
Circle, where members pledge $1,000
per year for 10 years. In the last three

years, we have also launched two addi-
tional giving programs:

• Life Fellows of the Hamilton Circle
who agree to extend their initial 10-
year commitment for an additional 15
years, for a total of $25,000.

• Advocates of Justice, who make a
pledge to give $25,000 over three years.

As a result, the endowment has
grown over the last two years and is
currently valued at $5 million.

All this is while we continue our
traditional activities – our working
with the more than 30 member organi-
zations of the Delivery of Legal Ser-
vices Committee, and our contributions

to the funding of a staff person to work
with the DLSC. We just held our golf
outing, which raised almost $80,000 for
our grantmaking. We are busy plan-
ning the 28th Annual Andrew
Hamilton Ball, which will take place
Nov. 4 at 30th Street Station. The theme
this year is the Neighborhoods of
Philadelphia, as we will celebrate all
that makes Philadelphia great.

Just as the various aspects of Phil-
adelphia combine to one great city, all
the individual projects and partners of
the Bar Foundation combine to make a
great effort – we depend on law firms,
individual lawyers, and the businesses

that work with law firms and lawyers.
We work with small firms, large firms,
plaintiffs’ firms, defense counsel – all
the many aspects of the varied and
wonderful Philadelphia legal scene. We
depend on your support, and we’re
appreciative of your efforts.

This month’s column is meant to
inform you of exciting initiatives at the
Bar Foundation, but we couldn’t do
any of them without your help. Thanks
for your continuing, important support
of our work.

Robert D. Lane Jr., a partner at China Infrastructure
Investment Partners LLC, is president of the Philadelphia
Bar Foundation.

BAR FOUNDATION
continued from page 7

The Legal Directory 2006 plus The Legal Directory Online
are now together at one low price! For the first time, every hard-copy edition comes with
a complimentary online subscription.

As always, both printed and online editions of The Legal Directory contain comprehensive, 
up-to-date listings of area law firms and attorneys.

NEW FOR 2006! >>>> The online version includes many of the indispensable 
resources found in the printed directory – contacts for state, federal and local government agencies; 
listings of law-related associations, organizations and law schools; and an index of area judges.

PLUS >>>> The Legal Directory Online includes valuable new features – links to local 
court rules, area bar associations and other content of interest to the legal community. 

NEW FOR 2006 –
Every Legal Directory Comes With A FREE ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION!*

TO ORDER >>>> Visit www.thelegaldirectory.org or contact 
us at 410-828-0120 ext. 503 or legaldirectory@mediatwo.com 
to receive an order form by fax.

The Legal Directory 2006 c/o Media Two, 
22 W. Pennsylvania Ave., Suite 305, Towson, MD 21204

* If you have already purchased a book and need a reminder of your 
user name and password, please contact us at legaldirectory@mediatwo.com.

IT’S ALL
AVAILABLE,

both the printed book and 

expanded online resource, 

for one low price –

$77.95
plus shipping and tax.

Still 7 months 
left to use the 

2006 Directory!
The 2007 Directory will be 

available April 1, 2007.

Look for your 

2007 

UPDATE MATERIALS

to start arriving 

next month!

tragic and continue to spiral out of control.
We, as members of the bar, have sworn to
uphold the rule of law. This writer, for one,
believes that we should live up to our oath
by speaking out on these critical issues with
a single voice. We have the intellect, and
the influence, to make a positive difference.
To that end, I propose to our Chancellor
and the Board of Governors the formation
of a committee to consider how we can
promote greater respect for and public con-
fidence in the rule of law here in Philadel-
phia, with the goal of proposing forward-
thinking resolutions on those issues for
consideration by the Board of Governors.

Michael B. Hayes, an associate at Montgomery, McCracken,
Walker & Rhoads, LLP, is chair of the Young Lawyers Division.

YLD UPDATE
continued from page 9
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densky to Raynes, breaking effortlessly
into telling his stories in an accent that
somehow managed to sound like a
hearty dose of Yiddish wrapped in an
ascot. He reveled in talking about his
early days at the Richter firm and the
strange assignments he often received
as the lowliest lawyer on the letter-
head. And who among us did not hear
from Arthur descriptions of the two
separate wardrobes he maintained: his
“fat clothes” for those intervals when
he overindulged a secondary passion
for gastronomique, and his “thin
clothes” for those times when he would
slim down and look ten years younger
than his actual age? Some of us never
knew exactly which of the two Arthurs
we liked most, probably because we
loved both so much!

His generosity was legendary. Not
only did he provide substantial fund-
ing for a variety of medical, education-
al and other important causes, he was
almost outrageous in showering gifts
upon his friends and acquaintances.
Once you were on Arthur’s holiday gift
list, it was literally impossible to get off
- there was simply no way to stop
those cases of wine from being deliv-
ered to your front door! When one
protested, Arthur would answer, “But I
do it because I love you!” While his
extraordinary acts of generosity to

institutions and causes were no secret,
few are aware of the quiet gestures of
kindness and support he extended to
those around him, whether lawyers in
his firm, lawyers who no longer prac-
ticed with him, or just some people
who needed a boost.

His year as Chancellor of the
Philadelphia Bar Association was
memorable. Arthur strove to instill a
renewed sense of civility to the bar
that, with growing numbers of oppos-
ing segments, was sometimes con-
tentious, and he succeeded. Then, in
true trial-lawyerly fashion, he sought
to create a visual expression for his
concept that the court system was
dependent upon three essential com-
ponents: with the purchase of a three
legged stool – one leg representing the
courts, another the bar and the third
the public – he convincingly demon-
strated that if any of the three legs was
removed or weakened, the system
would fail. When teased about the fact
that his picture appeared on the front
page of The Legal Intelligencer with
incredible frequency, he was neither
apologetic nor embarrassed. He
acknowledged the situation with an
appreciative chuckle as though the
daily repetition of his countenance in
our faces was a good thing, and, in
fact, it was. Most importantly, he dis-
charged his responsibilities as
Chancellor with that uniquely
Raynesian combination of charm, good

humor, wisdom and grace that became
the hallmark of his administration.

Our bereaved community is still
saddened by the loss of Arthur Raynes,
and will long mourn his passing. Those
who knew him best will surely miss
him most. Of course, we can identify
other philanthropic citizens and other
great lawyers and, if you look very

hard, you may even find a few who are
able to make people laugh. And, no
doubt, other such talented individuals
will emerge from time to time in the
future. But there is not now, nor is
there likely ever to be, another. . .
Arthur Raynes.

S. Gerald Litvin is senior counsel at Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius LLP.

RAYNES
continued from page 2

The Nominating Committee of
the Philadelphia Bar Association has
been formed.

Committee members are Andrew
A. Chirls, Chair; Judy F. Berkman,
Gabriel L.I. Bevilacqua, Kevin H.
Buraks, Kimberly Boyer-Cohen, Jane
L. Dalton, Judith Drasin, William P.
Fedullo, Alan M. Feldman, Kenneth
J. Fleisher, Sidney L. Gold, Kim R.
Jessum, Dennis J. Lawler, Barbara A.
Mason, Matthew Perks, A. Michael
Pratt, Lee A. Rosengard, Cindy Ro-
senthal, Scott P. Sigman, Stacy A.
Tees and Nancy Winkelman. Asso-
ciation Assistant Secretary Kathleen
D. Wilkinson serves as a non-voting
member of the committee.

The committee has scheduled its
next meetings for Thursday, Sept. 7
at 12 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 11 at
3:30 p.m. and Thursday, Oct. 12 at

3:30 p.m. 
Offices for which candidates are

being solicited are vice chancellor,
secretary, assistant secretary, treasur-
er, assistant treasurer, and five seats
on the Board of Governors, three of
which are to be nominated by the
Nominating Committee.

Each Board of Governors seat
carries a three-year term. Individ-
uals who wish to be considered for
any of the above offices should sub-
mit a resume of their background
and indicate the position for which
they wish to run. Materials should
be submitted to the Chair of the
Nominating Committee, Andrew A.
Chirls, c/o Susan Knight, Philadel-
phia Bar Association, 1101 Market
St., 11th Floor, Philadelphia, PA
19107-2911, no later than 5 p.m.,
Friday, Oct. 6.

Nominating Committee Formed
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by Marc W. Reuben

A movie called “Strangers with
Candy” opened (and possibly closed)
recently. It had very little publicity and
was a continuation of a Comedy Cen-
tral series in which Amy Sedaris played
a 47-year-old ex-con who returns to
high school to complete her education.
In this film she returns to help her
comatose father, who seems to react to
good news about her. She wears cheap,
glittery clothes with faux fur, and
heavy makeup. In short, she looks like
many trashy women who try to pro-
long their youth. Her attempts to fit in
with her father’s new family and the
kids in high school make up the total
of the film, which is very funny.

Silly is the best word for the film. In
this age of offensive and hurtful articu-
lation, it is wonderful to see the gleeful
exhibition of deliberately bad jokes
played for audiences who are supposed
to know better. The art of being silly
has largely passed from the scene in
these sophisticated times. Those of us
who mourn the passing of the Three
Stooges and Benny Hill, did not cele-
brate them for the violent and often
offensive content of their work, but
because of the fact that all they did
was so deliberately fake and we all
knew it. That silliness is what makes
tragedy into comedy.

The first funny movie was an
Edison clip of a man looking into a dry
hose. At once the water streams out
and drenches him. Funny? It was to
everyone who has been fooled by a
slow hose. Besides, no one got hurt.
Humor is basically surprise and the
lack of hurt. It is ill-fitted romance,
unsuitable stewardship and its seque-
lae, machines that people can’t cope
with, mistaken identity, Milton Berle in
women’s clothes, Moe slapping Curly. I
once interviewed Moe Howard and

asked him if he really gouged Curly
and Larry. He poked me expertly - he
was well over 80 years old - in the
forehead. I consider myself blessed.

Part of being funny is being silly. Of
knowing that this man shouldn’t be
staring into a hose, or realizing that
Chaplin should not be in a boxing ring
with a slugger (the scene in “City
Lights” of him artfully staying behind
the referee is one of the funniest things
in film); The Stooges singing the sextet
from Lucia under a balcony (“Oh
Elaine, oh please come-out come-out.
Cedric’s here. He wants to see’ya babe.”
- Curly’s real-life daughter is named
Elaine.); “Who’s on First?” - it is all fak-
ery designed to make us appreciate the
futility of the human condition and the
ways we often go about trying to deal
with it.

How about when people tell us
“this would be funny if it weren’t so
serious” as a way of expressing futility
without humor? Silliness is a way of
viewing the inequalities presented by
reality. Fools running our foreign poli-
cy; nebishes proclaiming cowardly
opposition, the legislature in the ser-
vice of the few rich, and the opposition
in the thrall of the few rich; patriotism
equated with docility and differing
opinions equated with treachery. The
whole framework of the nation turned

upside-down. The foulest way of dis-
cussing the situation is by placing
blame, by scapegoating and calling
people names, even in a funny way,
and blaming them for national failure.

The art of being silly is the art of
not hurting people and making your
audience realize you are joking. Bob
Hope, probably the most graceful
monologist of them all, tried for a
while to inject conservative political
views into his work and failed. Not
because he had grown less talented,
but because he was pointing at people
(in this case, liberals) who were vilified
by others and in need of defense.

Silliness is the avoidance of finding
victims. Everything is deliberately faux.
It is parody without prejudice. It is
gone from modern American tastes
and that is sad. No child today can
laugh at Jack Benny, let alone laugh at
himself, because laughter is seen as a
sign of derision, and humor as a mark
of worthlessness. As a result, the crop
of funny people has been reduced to
awkward clowns who make funny
faces and exaggerate sarcastic phrases
in place of wit and deliberate foolish-
ness. What is silly is often reduced to
teenage slapstick, while foolishness for

adults is often viewed as arcane.
The absurd humor in “Strangers

with Candy” is gross, for adults who
can laugh at themselves, and very silly,
and very, very funny. The scene where
the over-age cheerleader attempts to
seduce the big man on campus is hil-
arious, as is the clicking noise she
makes with her gold toenails while
walking barefoot. It is all tasteless and
deliberately so. We may laugh at our-
selves and our foibles because no one
is diminished. It is silly. Long may it
wave.

Marc W. Reuben, a sole practitioner and advisory editor
of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter, has been writing about
the arts and media since 1973.

According To...

What TV Show Are You Embarrassed to Admit That You Watch?
“MXC is a Japanese

game show on Spike TV

where the contestants

run an obstacle course.

They have two men that

do commentary in

Japanese, but it’s

dubbed in English and

it’s hilarious.”

- Elizabeth Johnson

“I watched an entire

episode of the paintball

championships on

ESPN. I had no idea

what I was watching

and was bored out of my

mind, but it was quite

entertaining compared

to studying for the bar exam.”

- Edward Easterly

“I am embarrassed to

admit that I watch the

Antiques Roadshow. It

is just too amusing to

watch peoples’ reac-

tions when their price-

less antique pieces turn

out to be worth $7.00 at

the local Walmart.”

- Robert Surh

Silliness Like “Strangers” in Short Supply

semi-dried fruit (apple, strawberry,
mango, cherry, apricot, etc.).  Some say
it has a cooling effect upon the throat.
I could not be hectored into so “cool”
an endeavor.

I will not mention the pungent
“sweet and spicy cauliflower” ($7) nor
the cold “potato and leek soup” ($5),
except to say that the essence of each is
distinctive, memorable and well worth
the adventure. The “Israeli fries” ($5)
with za’atar seasoning are a basketful

of long, thin, dark, speckled potato
spears piled to a mount. It will take
two Yuenglings ($4 per), a Guinness ($6)
and a Red Stripe ($5) to quench your
thirst thereafter.

I cannot claim you will take to
every item on the menu, but this nine-
month-old eatery’s quality, conviviality
and comfort make for a succulent souk.
It will be interesting to observe its
growth.

SHEKET B’VAKA SHA

Skinny D. Bockol, a sole practitioner, is an advisory editor
of the Philadelphia Bar Reporter. His reviews are avail-
able online at www.bockol.com.

FEASTS TO FAMINE
continued from page 15

The first funny movie was an

Edison clip of a man looking into

a dry hose. At once the water

streams out and drenches him.

Funny? It was to everyone who

has been fooled by a slow hose.
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Note: While the following listings have been verified prior to press time, any scheduled event
may be subject to change by the committee or section chairs.

Monday, Sept. 4
Labor Day – Bar Association offices closed.

Tuesday, Sept. 5
Philadelphia Bar Foundation Board of Trustees – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Committee on the Legal Rights of Persons with Disabilities – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor
Committee Room.

Wednesday, Sept. 6
Delivery of Legal Services Committee – meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Rules and Procedures Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Bench-Bar Conference Scholarship Reception – 5:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center.

Thursday, Sept. 7
Health Care Law Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room
South. Lunch: $7.50.
Philadelphia Bar Reporter Editorial Board – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.
YLD Meet the Bar at the Boathouse – reception, 6 p.m., The Boathouse, Rittenhouse Hotel.

Monday, Sept. 11
Family Law Section – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.
Business Law Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, Sept. 12
Criminal Justice Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Wednesday, Sept. 13
Appellate Courts Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, Sept. 14
Civil Rights Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center.
Legislative Liaison Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room South.
Lunch: $7.50.

Friday, Sept. 15
Social Security and Disability Benefits Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference
Center. Lunch: $7.50.

Monday, Sept. 18
Public Interest Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Young Lawyers Division Cabinet – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.

Tuesday, Sept. 19
Section Chairs – meeting, 8:30 a.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Wednesday, Sept. 20
Workers’ Compensation Section Executive Committee – meeting, 10:30 a.m., 11th floor
Committee Room.
Workers’ Compensation Section – meeting, 11th floor Conference Center, 12 p.m. Lunch:
$7.50.
Adoption Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Cabinet Room.
Federal Courts Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Medical Legal Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room South.
LegalLine – 5 p.m., 11th floor LRIS offices.

Thursday, Sept. 21
Family Law Section Executive Committee – meeting, 12  p.m., 11th floor Committee Room
South.
Environmental Law Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.

Friday, Sept. 22
Judicial Commission – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.
Women’s Rights Committee – meeting, 12:15 p.m., 11th floor Committee Room South. Lunch:
$7.50.
Philadelphia Lawyer magazine Editorial Board – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Committee
Room.

Monday, Sept. 25
Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Tuesday, Sept. 26
Criminal Justice Section – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.
Women in the Profession Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch:
$7.50.

Wednesday, Sept. 27
Medical Legal Committee – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center. Lunch: $7.50.

Thursday, Sept. 28
Minorities in the Profession Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor Conference Center.
Lunch: $7.50.
Lawyer Referral and Information Service Committee – meeting, 12 p.m., 11th floor
Committee Room South.
Committee on the Legal Rights of Lesbians and Gay Men – meeting, 12:30 p.m., 11th floor
Committee Room.
Elder Law Committee – meeting, 1 p.m., 10th floor Board Room. Lunch: $7.50.
Board of Governors – meeting, 4 p.m., 10th floor Board Room.

Friday, Sept. 29
2006 Bench-Bar Conference – 12 p.m., Tropicana Casino and Resort, Atlantic City, N.J.
Information: philadelphiabar.org.

Saturday, Sept. 30
2006 Bench-Bar Conference – 7:30 a.m., Tropicana Casino and Resort, Atlantic City, N.J.
Information: philadelphiabar.org.

Unless otherwise specified, all checks for luncheons and programs should be made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association
and mailed to Bar Headquarters, 1101 Market St., 11th fl., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Send Bar Association-related cal-
endar items 30 days in advance to Managing Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter, Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101 Market
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911. Fax: (215) 238-1267. E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

(Editor's Note: The following proposed
amendments to the Association's bylaws
address the creation of a Law Practice
Management Division of the Philadelphia Bar
Association.)

Pursuant to Section 1100 of the
Philadelphia Bar Association bylaws,
notice is hereby given to all members
of the Philadelphia Bar Association that
the following amendments to the
bylaws of the Philadelphia Bar
Association were considered at the
June 29, 2006 Board of Governors
meeting and were approved for sub-
mission to the members at the October
Quarterly meeting to take place on
Monday, Oct. 30, 2006 at Noon at the
Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue.

1. Article VIII shall be amended and
restated as follows:

ARTICLE VIII – DIVISIONS

Section 800. Divisions;
Additional Divisions.

(A) The Divisions of the Association
shall be as set forth in this Article.

(B) Additional Divisions may be
established by amendment of these
bylaws as provided in Section 1100.
The establishing bylaw shall identify
the membership or subject matter of
the Division, which shall not be a rec-
ognized area of substantive or proce-
dural law or the practice thereof.

Section 801. Combination,
Change of Name or Discontin-
uance of Divisions.

The Board may change the name of,
combine or discontinue any Division
or Divisions.

Section 802. Membership of
Divisions.

(A) All members of Divisions shall

be Members except as set forth in
Section 802(B) hereof, and any Member
may be a member of any one or more
Divisions.

(B) Any Division may permit one or
more non-lawyers to serve as members
of the Division or any committee
thereof, and unless otherwise approved
by the Board no non-lawyer may be
an officer of any Division. 

Section 803. Division Organ-
ization and Procedures; Re-
ports.

(A) Each Division shall adopt such
bylaws and other regulations for its
organization, governance and conduct
of its business as it deems appropriate,
not inconsistent with the Charter,
Bylaws and resolutions of the Board.

(B) The officers of each Division
shall be the Chair, Secretary, Treasurer

and such other officers as are provided
in its bylaws. In lieu of a Chair, a
Division may have two or more Co-
Chairs, in which case any reference to
the “Chair” of a Division in these
Bylaws shall refer to any Co-Chair, as
determined by the Division.

(C) No Division may assess dues on
its members unless first authorized by
the Board.

(D) There shall be no expenditure
by the Division of funds not obtained
through the Bar Association’s budget
process unless first authorized by the
Board.

(E) At such time or times as the
Chancellor or Board shall determine,
the Chair of each Division shall trans-
mit a report of its activities to the
Chancellor and/or the Board.

Notice to Philadelphia Bar Association Members

continued on page 20

BAR REPORTER / SEPTEMBER 2006 19

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S



Please make         reservations for the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Quarterly Meeting
and Luncheon. Tickets are $50 for members and $55 for non-members. Checks should be
made payable to the Philadelphia Bar Association.

Name:

Firm/Employer:

Address:

Phone:                                                         Fax: 

E-Mail:

Philadelphia Bar Association October Quarterly Meeting and Luncheon
Monday, Oct. 30 at 12 p.m. at the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut Streets.

• Featuring keynote remarks by Mary Robinson, the first woman President of Ireland.
• Presentation of the Association’s Sandra Day O’Connor Award.

• Presentation of the Association’s Justice William J. Brennan Jr. Distinguished Jurist Award.

Credit card payments should be faxed to Bar Headquarters at (215) 238-1267.

Credit Cardholder:

Visa                          MasterCard                         American Express

Card number:

Expiration date:

Signature:

Return to:
Quarterly Meeting
Philadelphia Bar Association
1101 Market St., 11th fl.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107-2911

After becoming the youngest Reid
Professor of Constitutional Law at
Trinity College in 1969, Robinson was
elected to the Irish Senate, where she
served for 20 years. She campaigned
for the right of women to sit on
juries and fought against the require-
ment that all women upon marriage
resign from civil service.

She became the first Labour Party
candidate, the first woman and the
first non-Fianna Fail candidate to
win the Irish presidency when she
was elected in 1990. While serving as
the seventh President of Ireland, she
again proved to be a maverick in
office, becoming the first Irish presi-
dent to visit Queen Elizabeth II in
Buckingham Palace while also meet-
ing with Gerry Adams, president of
the Sinn Fein. Robinson forged
numerable bonds with foreign coun-
tries during her presidency, focusing
on developing countries.

Robinson resigned her presidency
just weeks before her term ended to
accept an appointment as High
Commissioner for Human Rights of
the United Nations in 1997. A year
later, she became the first person in
that office to visit China, where she
signed an agreement of cooperation
for the improvement of human rights
in that country. She was responsible
for sending human rights workers to
such areas as Indonesia and various
parts of Africa.

She founded The Ethical Globaliz-
ation Initiative in 2002, a foundation
that focuses on equitable internat-
ional trade and development, the
HIV-AIDS crisis in Africa and hu-
mane migration policies. She also
lectures at Columbia University on
international affairs.

QUARTERLY 
continued from page 4

Section 804. Division
Meetings.

All Divisions shall meet from time to
time at the call of the Chair thereof,
and it shall be the duty of the Chair
thereof to call a meeting upon the writ-
ten request of the Chancellor or of any
25 members of the Division.

Section 805. The Young
Lawyers Division

(A) The Young Lawyers Division shall
consist of all Regular Members 

(1) who are under 37 years of age, or;
(2) regardless of age, whose third

anniversary of their first admission to
the Bar of any state has not yet
occurred.

(B) Membership of a Regular
Member in the Division shall terminate
automatically at the end of the calendar
year during which a Member no longer
fulfills either of the requirements set
forth in Section 805(A) above, or at such
earlier time as the Member ceases to be
a Regular Member.

Section 806.  The Law
Practice Management Division.

The Law Practice Management
Division shall be devoted to supporting
members in their activities relating to
the business of practicing law by offer-
ing assistance with marketing, manage-
ment, technology, and finance.

All Regular Members shall be mem-
bers of the Law Practice Management
Division.

2. Section 900 (B) shall be amended
and restated as follows:

Section 900. Sections;
Additional Sections.

(B) Additional Sections may be
established by amendment of these
bylaws as provided in Section 1100
upon petition to the Board signed by
50 or more Members whose principal

practice or interest shall be within the
contemplated jurisdiction of the
Section. The petition shall state the
contemplated jurisdiction of the
Section, which shall be a recognized
area of substantive or procedural law
or the practice thereof, and which shall
not be in substantial conflict with the
jurisdiction of any Standing or Special
Committee that will continue after the
Section is established.

3. Section 208 shall be amended and
restated as follows:

Section 208. The Board.
(A) The members of the Board enti-

tled to vote, shall be
(1) the Officers, all of whom shall

serve for a term co-extensive with their
respective terms of office;

(2) the two immediate past
Chancellors;

(3) the immediate past Chair of the
Board;

(4) a representative of each Section
designated by the Section and then
serving as a member of the highest
executive body of the Section who shall
serve for a term of one year (provided
that no such representative shall serve
for more than three consecutive one-
year terms); the Chair of each Section
shall notify the Chair of the Board on
or before December 31 of each year of
the identity of the person designated
by the Section to serve as a member of
the Board during the following calen-
dar year as a representative of the
Section;

(5) 15 persons elected by the
Members as provided in Section
300(A)(1)(c), consisting of three classes of
five Members each, who shall serve for
a term of three years, one class being
elected each year;

(6) two persons appointed by the
Chancellor pursuant to Section 208(D),
each of whom shall serve for a term of
two years, one person being appointed

each year; and
(7) the Chair and Chair-Elect of the

Young Lawyers Division.
(8) the Chair of the Law Practice

Management Division.
(B) The President of the Philadel-

phia Bar Foundation shall be an ex offi-
cio non-voting member of the Board.

(C) The Editor of The Philadelphia
Lawyer, the Editor of the Philadelphia Bar
Reporter, the Association’s delegates to
the American Bar Association’s House
of Delegates, and the Association’s Zone
Governor to the Pennsylvania Bar
Association’s Board of Governors shall
be entitled to be present and to be
heard at all meetings of the Board.

(D) On or before January 15 of each
year, the Chancellor, upon considera-
tion of the recommendation from the
Committee on Minorities in the
Profession with respect to such
appointment, shall appoint a Member
who is a member of a racial minority as
a member of the Board, pursuant to
Section 208(A)(6). 

(E) No member of the Board may
designate another person to represent
such member at a meeting of, or to cast
any vote in the deliberations of, the
Board.

4. Section 100(A)(2)(c) shall be
amended and restated as follows:

Section 100. Classes of
Membership; Rights.

(c) a Legal Administrator. A Legal
Administrator for purposes hereof shall
be a person who is not a member of
the Bar but who is qualified as a legal
administrator through education, train-
ing or work experience and who is
employed or retained by a lawyer, law
firm, government legal body or other
law-related entity in a capacity or func-
tion which involves general responsi-
bility for business management, mar-
keting, support functions and/or staff
personnel of the entity.

NOTICE
continued from page 19
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Roberta D. Liebenberg, co-chair of the
Women in the Profession Committee. 

“Bobbie is both a talented, success-
ful litigator and a teacher, friend, and
mentor to countless women in the
profession. She is a true inspiration
and role model, and more than meets
the criteria for the Sandra Day
O'Connor Award,” said commitee Co-
Chair Kimberly A. Boyer-Cohen.

Pichini was humbled to be selected
for the honor.

“When I consider the stature and
contributions of the women who have
received this award in the past, I am
truly honored to be this year’s award
recipient,” said Pichini. “I’m especially
proud because of the award’s strong
emphasis on the importance of men-
toring younger women colleagues.
Given the enormous pressures and
competing demands facing women
entering the profession today, it is
more important than ever that those
of us who have already confronted
these challenges make it a priority to
help younger women navigate what
sometimes seems like a maze of diffi-
cult choices and alternatives. Mature
women lawyers need to share their
experience and offer their support, not
only so that we may retain younger
women in the practice, but so that our

clients and the profession itself can
reap the benefits of their talent, cre-
ativity and enthusiasm.”

“I was thrilled to learn that Bobbie
has been selected by the Women in the
Profession Committee to receive the
Sandra Day O'Connor award. As her
friend and partner, I know how often
she shares her skills and experience
with younger women lawyers, and
how devoted she is to helping women
colleagues achieve professional success
and respect,” said Chancellor Alan M.
Feldman. “Bobbie Pichini is one in a
million, and has truly earned this
wonderful and important recognition.“

A partner with Feldman, Shepherd,
Wohlgelernter, Tanner and Weinstock,
Pichini teaches trial advocacy to prac-
ticing lawyers throughout the United
States at the National Institute of Trial
Advocacy. She teaches law students at
Temple University’s Beasley School of
Law and Villanova University School of
Law, and serves as an instructor on the
advisory board of Temple’s Master in
Advocacy Program. She also has been
an active member of the faculty of the
Academy of Advocacy.

Pichini has a degree in nursing from
the University of Pennsylvania and a
B.A. in English Literature from Neum-
ann College. She is a cum laude gradu-
ate of the Villanova University School
of Law.

The Women in the Profession Com-

mittee established the award in 1993 to
recognize the important contributions
that women attorneys in Philadelphia
have made to the legal profession. Pre-
vious winners have included U.S. Dis-
trict Court Senior Judge Norma L. Sha-
piro, the late Juanita Kidd Stout, former
justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court; Deborah R. Willig, first woman
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Ass-
ociation; Professor Marina Angel, of the
Temple University Beasley School of
Law faculty; Third Circuit Court of Ap-

peals Judge Dolores K. Sloviter (former
Chief Judge); U.S. District Court Judge
Anita B. Brody; Leslie Anne Miller, first
woman president of the Pennsylvania
Bar Association; Lila G. Roomberg of
Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll,
LLP; the late Judge Judith J. Jamison;
Ellen T. Greenlee, chief defender of the
Defender Association of Philadelphia;
former Chancellor Audrey C. Talley;
U.S. Court of Appeals Judge Marjorie O.
Rendell; and former Pennsylvania
Superior Court Judge Phyllis W. Beck.

O’CONNOR AWARD
continued from page 1

proaching. Premium payments can be
increased in order to build cash value,
or decreased in times of financial diffi-
culty. 

The policy offers $150,000 to attor-
ney members and $100,000 to law firm
employees on a guaranteed issue basis,
with no medical exams required.
Attorney members and their employ-
ees can take advantage of policy face
amounts up to $300,000 on a simplified
issue basis: no medical exam will be
required, but individuals will need to
answer a short set of questions.
Coverage is also available for spouses
and children on a Guaranteed Issue
basis. 

The policy is designed with every
convenience for insured members: an
automatic face amount increase rider
allows the member to increase the face
amount of their policy on a guaranteed
issue basis for the first five years, and
the premium itself can be paid via
payroll deduction. USI Colburn is fully
integrated with all the major payroll
firms in the area and handles all pre-
mium transactions seamlessly.

The policy’s cash value represents
an important investment vehicle. As
the policy builds up cash value, it
earns tax-deferred interest that can
play a significant role in estate and
retirement planning. Alternatively, the
cash value can be used to pay the poli-

cy’s premiums automatically, or the
member can choose to borrow from
the insurance company using the cash
value as collateral. Unlike most other
loans, this type of borrowing does not
require credit checks and is typically
not subject to other restrictions. The
policy can also be surrendered to col-
lect the accumulated cash value.

In addition to the face amount and
cash value, the policy provides Living
Benefits that can assist the member
and his or her family in crisis situa-
tions. These riders also are available on
a Guaranteed Issue basis. The benefits
include:

• Critical Care Rider – provides
25 percent of the face amount of the
policy up to a maximum of $37,500 for
attorneys or $25,000 for employees if
they have a heart attack, stroke, cancer,
renal failure or major organ transplant.
Example: Member $150,000 face
amount; $37,500 Critical Care benefit.

• Long Term Care Rider – pro-
vides 4 percent of face amount per
month for 50 months, with extension
of benefits, if the member is in a Long
Term Care Facility or 2 percent of the
face amount per month for 100
months, with extension of benefits, if
the member is receiving care at home,
up to a maximum of $300,000. Exam-
ple: Member $150,000 face amount;
$6,000 per month for 50 months for a
total of $300,000 with extension of ben-
efits. 

• Layoff Benefit – pays full pre-

mium for 6 months. 
• Waiver of Premium – pays

full premium after 6 months of total
disability until age 60.

This full set of valuable benefits,
coupled with the strength of the un-
derwriter and provider, has resulted in
the policy’s endorsement by the Phil-
adelphia Bar Association. The policy
helps provide both security and flexi-

bility so that members can adapt to
life’s changing circumstances and
maintain coverage that helps supply
the protection they need for their fami-
ly and business. 

For more information and to apply
for coverage, call (732) 335-3353.

Limitations and exclusions apply.
Refer to your contract for complete
details.

INSURANCE
continued from page 1
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Roberta D. Pichini (from left), recipient of the 2006 Sandra Day O’Connor Award, holds flow-
ers presented to her by Women in the Profession Committee Co-Chair Kimberly A. Boyer-
Cohen and Roberta D. Liebenberg. 
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DaQuana L.
Carter, an associ-
ate with Pepper
Hamilton LLP, has
been elected trea-
surer of the
Barristers’
Association of
Philadelphia for a

term of one year.

Deborah R.
Gross of the Law
Offices Bernard M.
Gross, P.C. was a
speaker at the
American Bar
Association
Convention in
Honolulu on Aug.

6. She discussed “Securities Fraud and
The Public Benefits of Class-Action
Litigation.”

Marc P. Weingarten and Jerry A.
Lindheim of the Locks Law Firm
presented the CLE seminar “Enter
Laughing: Humor as an Effective Tool
for Lawyers” on June 6 at the Milk Boy
Coffeehouse in Bryn Mawr, Pa.

William A.
Denmark, a
shareholder with
Jacoby Donner, P.C.,
recently participat-
ed in a forum spon-
sored by the Gen-
eral Building Con-
tractors Association

addressing “Current Legal Issues Facing
the Construction Industry.”

Evan K.
Aidman, a sole
practitioner, pre-
sented “Personal
Injury and Property
Damage Claims –
Comparing and
Contrasting Torah
and Secular Law” as

part of the Continuing Legal Education
Series offered by the Etz Chaim Center
for Jewish Studies.

John S.
DiGiorgio, a sole
practitioner, has
been elected chair
of the Board of
Directors of the
Citizens Crime
Commission of the
Delaware Valley.

David F. Stern, an associate with
Martin, Banks, Pond, Lehocky &
Wilson, served on two panels at the
Pennsylvania Bureau of Workers’

Compensation’s Fifth Annual
Conference in June. His panel dis-
cussed utilizing true second opinions
versus independent medical examina-
tions.

Stella M. Tsai, a
shareholder with
Christie, Pabarue,
Mortensen and
Young, was
named as Chair of
the Women’s Law
Project Board of
Trustees on June 16.

Peter A. Muhic,
a member of Cozen
O’Connor, was
recently elected to
serve on the board
of directors of the
SeniorLAW Center
in Philadelphia. He
recently presented

at the 4th Florida Property & Casualty
Claims Professionals’ Conference,
“Katrina: Claims Greatest Challenge,”
held at the Tampa Convention Center.

Jonathan H. Newman, of counsel
to Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell &
Hippel LLP, has been appointed vice
chair of the Disciplinary Board by the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. He
has also been reappointed to a second
three-year term on the board. 

William R. Sasso, chairman of
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP,
recently was honored with the
American Jewish Committee’s presti-
gious Judge Learned Hand Award for
his outstanding leadership in the legal
profession and the community.

Ellisa Opstbaum Habbart, a part-
ner with The Delaware Counsel Group
LLP, presented “Restricted Stock Under
the General Corporation Law of the
State of Delaware” on June 7 at Taylor
Wessing and presented at the 3rd
World Women Lawyers Conference
held by the International Bar
Association in London in June.

Thomas G.
Wilkinson, a
member of Cozen
O’Connor, was
recently appointed
program chair for
the Villanova Law J.
Willard O’Brien
American Inn of

Court, which presents continuing legal
education programs for lawyers and
promotes professionalism and civility.

Peter R. Rosenzweig, a partner
with Marks & Rosenzweig, was a guest
speaker at the Financial Executives
Networking Group’s Downtown
Philadelphia Chapter Meeting on July
10.

Lori E. Halber,
an associate with
Obermayer
Rebmann Maxwell
& Hippel LLP, re-
cently spoke at the
American Confer-
ence Institute’s 4th
Annual Corporate

Counsel’s Form on Conducting and
Responding to Internal & Government
Investigations on June 23 at the
Helmsley Park Lane Hotel in New York
City. 

Paul J. Gitnik, president of Socrates
Inc., has been elected to the
Pennsylvania Senate Democratic
Committee for the 37th Senatorial
District.

Maury B.
Reiter, managing
principal of Kaplin
Stewart Meloff
Reiter & Stein, has
been elected
Treasurer of
Volunteers of
America.

James I. Kennedy, an associate
with Cozen O’Connor, recently pre-
sented at the Pennsylvania Bar
Institute’s CLE program, “Family of
Laws for Family Lawyers.” Kennedy’s
presentation focused on the legal
issues affecting military personnel and
what to keep in mind when represent-
ing military personnel.

Eric Rothschild and Stephen G.
Harvey, partners with Pepper
Hamilton LLP, presented the keynote
speech at “Evolution 2006.” The address
was part of the Society for the Study of
Evolution’s Symposium Intelligent De-
sign on Trial: Lessons from the Kitzmil-
ler v. Dover Creationism Case. They also
received Pro Bono Awards from the
Pennsylvania Bar Association at its
annual meeting in Hershey, Pa., in
recognition of their extraordinary com-
mitment as lead counsel for the plain-
tiffs in Kitzmiller. Rothschild also was
elected to the Philadelphia Regional
Board of the Anti-Defamation League.

Kevin R. Casey, a partner with
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP,
was recently appointed president of
the Federal Circuit Bar Association at
the association’s Eighth Bench and Bar
Conference. 

Keith S. Erbstein, a partner at
Young, Ricchiuti, Caldwell & Heller,
LLC., presented a trial demonstration,
at the national convention of The Am-
erican Board of Trial Advocates on the
art of cross-examination of a defense
expert for its The Masters In Trial
Program.

Jocelyn Auerbach, an associate

with Steel, Rudnick & Ruben, recently
conducted a staff training at the Afri-
can Cultural Alliance of North America
in Philadelphia. The training focused
on how to guide community members
through their immigration challenges.

A. Michael Pratt and Barbara T.
Sicalides, partners with Pepper
Hamilton LLP, spoke at the American
Bar Association’s National Conference
for the Minority Lawyer in Philadel-
phia in June. Pratt, Vice Chancellor of
the Philadelphia Bar Association, has
been elected to a six-year term on the
Board of Trustees of Washington &
Jefferson College.

Michael H.
Reed, a partner
with Pepper
Hamilton LLP, has
been appointed to
the American Bar
Association’s Pres-
idential Advisory
Council on Divers-

ity in the Profession.

Albert S. Dandridge III, a partner
with Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis
LLP and chair of the Philadelphia Bar
Association’s Business Law Section, was
re-elected to serve for a three-year
term as an Independent Governor for
the Philadelphia Stock Exchange’s
Board of Governors at the annual
shareholders meeting held on June 22.

Herbert R.
Fineburg, co-
founding partner of
Eizen Fineburg &
McCarthy, P.C., has
been elected to the
Board of Directors
of Wesley Enhan-
ced Living Founda-

tion, a not-for-profit dedicated to pro-
viding independent and assisted living
to the elderly, as well as skilled-care,
for older adults through five facilities
in the Philadelphia region.  

B. Christopher Lee, managing
shareholder of Jacoby Donner, P.C., has
been named by the American Arbitra-
tion Association to its recently created
Construction Arbitrator Master Panel.

Names Are News
“People” highlights news of

members’ awards, honors or
appointments of a civic or com-
munity nature. Information may
be sent to Jeff Lyons, Managing
Editor, Philadelphia Bar Reporter,
Philadelphia Bar Association, 1101
Market St., 11th floor, Philadelphia,
Pa. 19107-2911. Fax: (215) 238-1267.
E-mail: reporter@philabar.org.

Photos are also welcome.
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Mail this priority information form today. (Please Print)

Name:_______________________________________  Date of Birth: ______________

Home Address:___________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________ State:_________  Zip______________

Home Phone #: (___)_________________ Work Phone #: (___)___________________

E-Mail Address:__________________________________________________________

Work Address:_________________________________ Job Title:__________________

Dept./Agency:_________________________________ Work Hours:________________

Best time to contact: Day:__________ Night:___________ Days off (RDO):__________

Mail To The Office of the Administrator - Future Planning Associates, Inc.

100 Matawan Road, Suite 200, Matawan, NJ 07747

AVAILABLE TO EMPLOYEES ONLY
* ATTORNEYS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR $150,000, ALL OTHER EMPLOYEES $100,000
** MUST BE ACTIVELY AT WORK
POLICY FORM NUMBER 1G50 11-198 ASL FPAPABAR-0706

CASH VALUE LIFE

INSURANCE WITH

LIVING BENEFITS

Guaranteed Tax-
Deferred Interest Rate 

4.00%!

Guaranteed Tax-Free 
Life Insurance!

Guaranteed Cash 
Accumulation Value!

No Medical 
Examinations or Blood 

Tests! **

Individual Plan 
Ownership

For Philadelphia Bar

Association

Members

Philadelphia Bar Association
New Member Benefit

T-Saver® Universal Life Insurance Policy

Underwritten by Transamerica Occidental Life Insurance Company, 
Home Office, Cedar Rapids, IA

Guaranteed,

Competitive-Cost, Income Tax-Free, 
Death Benefits Up to $150,000*

The Plan Includes These Living Benefit Riders:

Long Term Care Benefit - Allows The Withdrawal of  4% of  Death Benefits Per Month For 

Long Term Care With Payments Up To $6,000 Per Month For Up To 25 Months, Or
50 Months With Extension Of  Benefits.

Critical Care Benefit - With Lump Sum Payments Of  Up To 25% Of  The Face

Amount Upon Diagnosis Of   Life Threatening Cancer, Major Organ Transplant, 
Heart Attack, Renal Failure, Or Stroke Up To $37,500.

Disability Waiver Benefit - Pays For Coverage When You Are Totally Disabled.

Terminal Illness Accelerated Death Benefit - Allows The Partial 

Withdrawal Of  Death Benefits For A Covered Terminal Illness.

Face Amount Increase Option - Enroll Members Have The Ability To Increase
Their Life Insurance Coverage Each Year For Five Years, 

Beginning In The Second Year, Without Medical Underwriting.
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PRESTIGE AND PERFORMANCE. Each inspired by its own “winged B” symbol,

Breitling and Bentley share the same concern for perfection.The same extreme

standards of reliability, precision and authenticity. The same unique blend of 

prestige and performance.Whether in the Breitling workshops or in the Bentley

factory in Crewe, cutting-edge technology is placed in the service of noble 

traditions. Symbolising this communion of ideals, Breitling participated in styling

the instrumentation of the Bentley Continental models, the most powerful ever

built by Bentley.

EXCLUSIVITY AND TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE. For devotees of fine

mechanisms, Breitling has created a line of exceptional chronographs named

“Breitling for Bentley”. Representing the culmination of sophisticated aesthetic

research, these wrist instruments mirror the signature features of the famous

British car manufacturer. Dedicated to the automobile world, they incorporate

several exclusive technical characteristics, including a variable tachometer, and

are propelled by high-performance “motors” patiently assembled by watchmakers

at the peak of their art.Time is the ultimate luxury.
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