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Line Offices Uncontested in Association Election
This year, all candidates for Bar 
line offices are unopposed. The candi-
dates are Kathleen D. Wilkinson, secre-
tary; Jeffrey M. Lindy, treasurer; Sophia 
Lee, assistant secretary; and Joseph A. 
Prim Jr., assistant treasurer.

Wilkinson, a partner at Wilson, Elser, 
Moskowitz, Edelman & Dicker, LLP, is a 
graduate of Villanova University School 
of Law and is a past president of the J. 
Willard O’Brien Inn of Court.

She is currently assistant secretary of 
the Association. She has served as a mem-
ber of the Board of Governors from 2000 
to 2003. She was co-chair of the Women 
in the Profession Committee in 1998 and 
1999. She is co-chair of the State Civil 
Litigation Section and served as the sec-
tion’s secretary in 2005. She was co-chair 
of the State Civil Rules Committee in 
2004. She was a member of the Judicial 
Selection Committee and co-chair of the 
Raising the Bar Campaign.

Wilkinson also participated in form-
ing, and then presenting on behalf of the 
Association, the first Ruth Bader Gins-
burg Legal Writing Competition Award 
in the presence of Justices Ginsburg and 
O’Connor in 2003. She continues to 
serve as co-chair of the committee.

In 2005, Wilkinson was appointed 
to the Rules of Evidence Committee of 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and 
to the Interbranch Commission on 

Gender, Racial and Ethnic Fairness by 
Gov. Rendell. Wilkinson is a member of 
the Pennsylvania Bar Association and was 
honored for development of programs for 
women attorneys. She is a member of the 
Forum of Executive Women.

Lee is a senior attorney with Sunoco 
and a graduate of the Temple University 
Beasley School of Law.

She was a member of the Young Law-
yers Division Executive Committee, the 
City Policy Committee and was a mem-
ber of the Judicial Selection Committee.

She has been a member of the execu-
tive committee of the Asian American Bar 
Association of the Delaware Valley since 
2000, having served as president in 2006. 
She is co-chair of the Litigation Commit-
tee of the National Asian Pacific Ameri-
can Bar Association and is a member 
of the National Association of Women 

Lawyers. 
Lee is a former board member and 

president of AIDS Services in Asian 
Communities and has been board devel-
opment director for the Asian Arts Initia-
tive since 2002. She was a member of 
the executive board of the Cornell Club 
of Greater Philadelphia and a volunteer 
with the Cornell Alumni Ambassadors 
Admissions Network. She is a member of 
the advisory board of Pennsylvanians for 
Modern Courts.

Lindy, principal in the Law Offices of 
Jeffrey M. Lindy, is former chair of the 
Association’s Board of Governors. He 
currently serves as assistant treasurer and 
was a member of the Board of Governors 
in 1997 and from 2000 to 2003. Lindy is 
a graduate of Temple University Beasley 
School of Law. Lindy was co-chair of the 
Association’s Bench-Bar Conference in 

2004 and has been a member of the 
Public Interest Section, Bar Survey, Civil 
Rights, Membership/Bar Placement and 
Nominating Committees.

Outside the Association, Lindy has 
served as president of the Bala Cynwyd 
Civic Association and serves on the 
Boards of the Union Fire Association 
(Lower Merion Township, Pa.), Philadel-
phia Research and Education Foundation 
and The Gateway School.

Prim is a partner with Duca and Prim 
and a graduate of the Boston University 
School of Law.

Prim is currently co-chair of the Law 
Practice Management Division and 
served as the Workers’ Compensation 
Section representative to the Board of 
Governors in 2003. He was co-chair of 
the Solo and Small Firm Committee in 
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Rudolph Garcia, a shareholder 
with Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC, 
is the lone candidate for Vice Chancellor 
in this year’s Bar election.

The 1977 graduate of Temple Uni-
versity School of Law has served on the 
Board of Governors from 2000 to 2007 
and has been a member of the Federal 
Courts Committee since 1996. He was 
chair of the Committee in 2004 and 
served as vice chair and planned the Fed-
eral Bench-Bar Conference in 2003. 

“I believe our Association’s most im-
portant responsibilities are to serve as an 
effective trade association for lawyers, pro-
tect judicial independence and promote 
the public good,” Garcia said.

“As Chancellor, my initiatives will be 
designed to further those broad objec-
tives. I will advance the interests of all 
members, including our full range of 
practice areas, firm sizes and cultural 
identities. I will also work constructively 
with the City of Philadelphia and the 

business community to further our com-
mon goals. In addition, I will strive to 
increase both membership and participa-
tion by making more lawyers aware of 
the tremendous value that our divisions, 
sections and committees provide.” 

Garcia has outlined his positions on his 
Web site, NextViceChancellor.org. “I also 
would welcome additional suggestions re-
garding the opportunities and challenges 
of the years ahead,” he said. 

“I am honored by the enthusiastic 
support I have received from so many 
former chancellors, association leaders 
and others, and will do my best to merit 
their trust by maximizing the association’s 
positive impact on our profession and the 
community,” Garcia said.

Garcia has been a member of the 
State Civil Litigation Section since 2004 
and served as co-chair in 2005. He was 
a member of the State Civil Commit-
tee since 1979, where he was co-chair in 
1999. He has also been a member of the 

Web Site, Charter and Bylaws, Nominat-
ing, Brennan Award and Professional 
Responsibility Committees. He served as 
the Association’s delegate to the American 
Bar Association from 2004 to 2007. 

He is a member of the American Bar 
Association, Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion, The Justinian Society (where he 
served as Chancellor from 2006 to 2008),  
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association, 
Philadelphia Association of Defense 
Counsel, Louis D. Brandeis Law Society, 
Brehon Law Society, Hispanic Bar Asso-
ciation of Pennsylvania, Historical Society 
of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania and the Lawyers’ 
Club of Philadelphia.

His pro bono and volunteer activities 
include membership in the Hamilton 
Circle, supporting the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation (10-year pledge fulfilled); 
Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent 
Program; Electronic Filing Commit-
tee, Court of Common Pleas; Judge 

Pro Tempore, Court of Common Pleas, 
Commerce Program; Arbitrator, federal 
and state courts; CLE presenter at various 
seminars sponsored by the Pennsylvania 
Bar Institute, the Pennsylvania Insurance 
Department and the Insurance Society of 
Philadelphia.

Garcia Unopposed for Vice Chancellor

continued on page 14
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Danielle Banks
Professional Background: Partner, 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP; 
Temple University School of Law.
Association Activities: Co-Chair, 
Women in the Profession Committee 
(2008).
Other Activities: Member, Pennsylva-
nia Bar Association House of Delegates, 
National Bar Association, American 
Civil Liberties Union, Barristers’ Associa-
tion of Philadelphia. Board of Directors, 
SeniorLAW Center; Board of Directors, 

Public Interest Law Center of Philadel-
phia; Board of Directors, Smith Memo-
rial Playground and Playhouse; Board of 
Directors, Temple Law School Alumni 
Association.
Candidate’s Statement: The Philadel-
phia Bar Association has a long and rich 
history of service and achievements. As 
Philadelphia lawyers, we must do more 
than laud that history; we must build 
upon it to ensure that our Association 
remains relevant and vital – we must 
continue to make history. If elected to 
the Board of Governors, I will work to 

ensure that our Association continues to 
grow in its rich tradition. I will represent 
the interests of all Philadelphia lawyers 
– those in large and small firms as well 
as those in legal services organizations 
and government. And I will continue to 
champion diversity initiatives designed to 
increase access and opportunity.

It is my privilege to be a Philadelphia 
lawyer; with that privilege comes a duty 
to serve others. I recognize the tremen-
dous responsibility that Board leadership 
carries, and will use my experience and 
energy to advance issues that matter to 
our Association and our city. As a Board 
member, I will work for meaningful 
access to our justice system for those 
who are poor and disadvantaged, while 
remaining vigilant to support initiatives 
to improve member services. In short, I 
will continue to embrace and build upon 
the principles of access, inclusion, fair-
ness, and service.

Jeffrey Campolongo
Professional Background: Principal, 
Law Office of Jeffrey Campolongo; Wid-
ener University School of Law.
Association Activities: Public Inter-
est Section representative to Board of 
Governors (2007), chair, Public Interest 
Section (2006). Member, Nominating 
Committee (2005), Committee on the 
Legal Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(chair, 2002-2005), Finanical Oversight 
Committee, Diversity Committee, Long-
Range Planning Committee. 
Other Activities: Member, National 
Employment Lawyers Association, As-
sociation of Trial Lawyers of America, 
National Academy of Recording Arts 
& Sciences, Esperanza USA, Employers 
Advisory Council, Board of Directors 
UJIMA, Inc.
Candidate’s Statement: I was intro-
duced to the Bar Association as a law 
student more than 10 years ago by a good 
friend. After a few short years, that same 
friend asked me to chair the Legal Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities Committee. 
I humbly and proudly agreed to serve. 
Since then, I have had the privilege of 

also chairing the Public Interest Section 
in 2006. I was also proud to be the Sec-
tion’s representative to the Board in 2007.

I believe every Philadelphia lawyer 
should stay committed to the mission 
of the Bar Association, which is to serve 
the profession and the public by promot-
ing justice, professional excellence and 
respect for the rule of law. I participated 
in a Bar leadership retreat a few years ago 
where these core principals were revisited, 
refined and reiterated.  It is our duty as 
Philadelphia lawyers to serve the public 
interest, and in so doing, promote our 
profession by building the public’s trust 
in the justice system.

As a founder of a boutique law practice 
dedicated to helping victims of discrimi-
nation, I am in a unique position to carry 
out the Bar’s mission. I hope to expand 
on these ideals as a member of the Board 
of Governors. It would be my honor to 
do it again with your support.

Phyllis Horn Epstein
Professional Background: Partner, 
Epstein, Shapiro & Epstein, P.C.;
Association Activities: Fee Disputes 
Committee, vice chair (1985), chair 
(1986); member, Tax Section, Women in 
the Profession Committee.
Other Activities: Pennsylvania Bar 
Association Commission on Women in 
the Profession, secretary (2004-2005), 
co-chair (2006-2008). Supervising at-
torney, Commerce Case Management 
Program opinion project; member, 
American Bar Association, Tax Section, 
General Practice Solo and Small Firm 
Division, Business Law Section, Family 
Law Section, Commission on Women in 
the Profession. 
Candidate’s Statement: As the only 
candidate who is a tax practitioner rather 
than a litigator, who practices in a small 
firm and is AV rated by Martindale-
Hubbell, I bring a fresh perspective and 
diversity to the Board of Governors. I 
have been in practice for more than 25 
years and have been active in the Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, and American Bar 

Banks Campolongo Epstein Foley Shaffer Sullivan Tees
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Seven Seek 5 Seats on Board of Governors
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Bar to Elect Officers, Board Members
The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Annual Election of officers and members of 

the Board of Governors will be held on Monday, Dec. 8, from 8:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on the Ballroom Level of the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, 
Broad and Walnut streets. Officers to be elected are vice chancellor, secretary, 
assistant secretary, treasurer, assistant treasurer and five members of the Board of 
Governors for three-year terms.

According to Article IV, Section 406, Paragraph B, “The election shall be by (1) 
secret mailed ballot and (2) paper ballot or voting machine. In addition, Members 
may vote electronically over the Internet to the extent permitted by law pursuant 
to procedures established by the Board to preserve the confidentiality of the Mem-
ber’s vote and the integrity of the voting process. Voting machines, if available, 
shall be preferred for in-person voting, unless there is an election at which there is 
no contest. The position of the nominee on the ballot shall be determined by lot. 
The drawing of lots shall be conducted by the Judge of Elections not less than 25 
days before the Annual Meeting in the presence of the nominees and/or their rep-
resentatives. The form of the ballot shall be prescribed by the Board. A ballot shall 
be sent by the Association by mail to every Association member eligible to vote at 
least two weeks prior to the date set for the Annual Meeting. A mailed ballot shall 
not be counted unless it has been received at the office of the Association no later 
than 10 a.m. three business days prior to the date set for the Annual Meeting and 
in such manner as to preserve the confidentiality of the Member’s vote. The Judge 
of Elections shall count the mailed ballots after the polls have been closed.”

Ballots were mailed Nov. 20 and are due by Wednesday, Dec. 3 at 10 a.m.

Vice Chancellor 
Rudolph Garcia
Secretary
Kathleen D. Wilkinson
Treasurer
Jeffrey M. Lindy
Assistant Secretary
Sophia Lee
Assistant Treasurer
Joseph A. Prim Jr.

Board of Governors
 (elect five)
Danielle Banks
Jeffrey Campolongo
Phyllis Horn Epstein
Regina M. Foley
Michael D. Shaffer
Sean R. Sullivan
Stacy A. Tees

Candidates for Office
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Associations, holding various positions 
of leadership in all three organizations, 
from chair of the Philadelphia Bar’s 
Fee Disputes Committee, to co-chair 
of the Pennsylvania Bar’s Commis-
sion on Women in the Profession and 
Philadelphia Zone 1 representative to 
the House of Delegates, to editor of the 
ABA Tax Section’s newsletter and that 
section’s liaison to the ABA Commission 
on Women. My book, Women-at-Law, 
Lessons Learned along the Pathways to 
Success, published by the ABA’s Law 
Practice Management Section, is a fixture 
in most law school libraries in the United 
States, Europe and Canada, as well as in 
many bar association libraries, including 
Jenkins. I feel that my experience, back-
ground and perspective will be an asset as 
a member of the Board of Governors.

Regina M. Foley
Professional Background: Associate, 
Raynes McCarty; Widener University 
School of Law.
Association Activities: Board of Gov-
ernors (2008), Young Lawyers Division 
Executive Committee (2001-2004). 
Member, Women in the Profession 
Committee, Medical-Legal Committee, 
Professional Responsibility Committee, 
State Civil Litigation Section, Young 
Lawyers Division Andrew Hamilton 
Circle, Philadelphia Bar Foundation 
Andrew Hamilton Circle.
Other Activities: Member, Pennsylvania 
Bar Association, Philadelphia Trial Law-
yers Association, Pennsylvania Associa-
tion of Justice, Montgomery County Bar 
Association, American Bar Association, 
Brehon Law Society. Support Center 
for Child Advocates volunteer attorney 
(2001-present), PBA FEMA Disaster Re-
lief Program volunteer attorney; pastoral 
council, St. Genevieve Church, advisory 
board, Sisters of St. Joseph Welcome 
Center; alumnae board, Mount Saint 
Joseph Academy.
Candidate’s Statement: For the past 11 

years, I have participated in a wide range 
of Bar activities focused on professional-
ism, women’s issues and community 
service within and beyond our legal com-
munity. If elected, I will expand upon my 
commitment, working to promote in-
clusiveness, collegiality and honor in the 
profession. My goal is to be an effective 
voice for all by recognizing our common 
goals while respecting our differences.

I am dedicated to improving the deliv-
ery of legal services and equal access to the 
courts regardless of income. I am proud 
of the great strides the Association has 
made with diversity initiatives, and un-
derstand that creating a diverse environ-
ment requires a long-term commitment.  
In this economic downturn, both delivery 
of legal services and diversity initiatives 
could be adversely affected, and therefore, 
I vow to closely monitor these situations.

My background gives me a unique per-
spective that will allow me to listen and 
respond to the needs of all our members. 
I would be honored to have your support.

Michael D. Shaffer
Professional Background: Managing 
partner, Shaffer & Gaier, LLC; Temple 
University School of Law.
Association Activities: Member, 
Professional Responsibility Committee, 
Lawyer Referral and Information Service 
Executive Committee, State Civil Litiga-
tion Section, Young Lawyers Division 
(vice chair, 2000).
Other Activities: Volunteer attorney, 
Support Center for Child Advocates, 
Philadelphia VIP, Philadelphia Vol-
unteer Lawyers for the Arts. Member, 
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association, 
Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers Association, 
Bala House Montessori School Board of 
Trustees.
Candidate’s Statement: In this dif-
ficult economic climate, the Bar Associa-
tion must be true to our roots and look to 
the future. We have done well promoting 
two issues of vital importance to the legal 
community: pro bono work and diver-
sity, but there is more work to do. First, it 
is crucial that we ensure that those who 
cannot afford legal services have their 

legal rights protected through our pro 
bono work. With respect to diversity, I 
have seen first-hand the dismay of some 
minority law students who believe their 
opportunities in the legal market are 
limited. We must continue our efforts 
to promote diversity to ensure that all 
lawyers have equal access.

We must also address service to our 
members from a more practical stand-
point. As the managing partner of my 
law firm, I am confronted with business 
decisions that affect my employees and 
me. I believe the Bar Association needs 
to continue to assist its members in 
confronting everyday practical challenges 
in their profession. We must help our 
members in managing the business aspect 
of the practice of law. The Bar Association 
can fill a void that exists for many lawyers 
in facing these business challenges.

  
Sean R. Sullivan

Professional Background: Associate, 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC; Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh School of Law
Association Activities: Member, Appel-
late Courts Committee.
Other Activities: Member, Pennsylvania 
Bar Association, American Bar Associa-
tion. President of Board of Directors, 
Center City Opera Theater; Brehon Law 
Society, secretary and executive commit-
tee; Board of Directors, Brehon Founda-
tion.
Candidate’s Statement: I am running 
for the Board of Governors to provide 
leadership on issues that are critical to our 
profession. If elected, my priorities will 
include promoting increased diversity in 
the bar; encouraging member-driven ini-
tiatives in our sections and committees; 
increasing efforts to attract young lawyers 
to Philadelphia; and defending the judi-
ciary from attacks on its independence.

I also am committed to ensuring that 
our profession serves the community. 
Recently, I helped create the Brehon 
Foundation, which will raise money to 
provide scholarships to law students. 
Through the Appellate Courts Commit-
tee, I presented a proposal to the Superior 
Court for the creation of an appellate pro 

bono program.  
Finally, during a time of economic 

instability, our Association must work to 
ensure that the administration of justice 
is not sacrificed to governmental budget-
cutting efforts. For example, despite a 
critical need for a new Philadelphia Fam-
ily Court building, the state has refused to 
spend the $200 million appropriated for 
that building. Recently, members of the 
General Assembly unwisely proposed a 
sales tax on legal services. If elected, I will 
encourage Bar leaders to educate politi-
cians and the public on the impact that 
such short-sighted fiscal decisions can 
have on the administration of justice.

Stacy A. Tees
Professional Background: Associate, 
German, Gallagher & Murtagh, P.C.; 
Duquesne University School of Law.
Association Activities: Workers’ 
Compensation Section, secretary (2005-
2006), co-chair (2008). Workers’ Com-
pensation Section representative to Board 
of Governors (2008).
Other Activities: Member, Pennsylvania 
Bar Association, Pennsylvania Self-Insur-
ers Association, Philadelphia Association 
of Defense Counsel.
Candidate’s Statement: I believe that 
the role of the Board of Governors is to 
support all lawyers and judges. It is not 
my agenda that is important but, rather, 
it is your needs and wants which will be 
foremost if I am elected.

As my section’s representative to the 
Board, I have had the opportunity to 
see first-hand what is involved, and I 
am fully committed to continuing to 
strengthen our legal community. I believe 
strong skills make for a more satisfying 
legal career and in that respect, I have 
worked this year with my co-chairs to 
bring CLE programs where you can learn 
whether you have been practicing for 
three years or 30 years. This year, I have 
had the privilege of serving on Chancel-
lor Michael Pratt’s Diversity Committee 
and helped to draft the Bar Association’s 
Diversity Statement. I would be honored 
to have your vote and would be proud to 
represent you.

2001, 2002 and 2004) and co-chair of 
the Workers’ Compensation Commit-
tee in 1994. He served as treasurer of the 
Workers’ Compensation Section (1996 
to present) and is a member, of the State 
Civil Litigation Committee, Work-
ers’ Compensation Section and was a 

member of the Strategic Planning and the 
Long Range Planning Committees.

Outside the Association, he is a mem-
ber of the Pennsylvania Bar Association 
Civil Litigation Section, Workers’ Com-
pensation Section and Solo and Small 
Firm Practice Section. He is a member 
of the Pennsylvania Bar Association 
House of Delegates and a member of the 
American Bar Association General Prac-
tice, Solo and Small Firm Section, Law 

Practice Management Section, Litigation 
Section. He is a member of the Philadel-
phia and Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciations and a charter member of Friends 
of the Justinian Society. He is a supporter 
of the Boston University School of Law 
Public Interest Project and a member of 
the Brehon Law Society; The Lawyers 
Club of Philadelphia; Charter Member, 
John Peter Zenger Law Society; The 
Union League, Member, House Commit-

tee; Chairman of Fitness Center; Member 
Lincoln Table Management Committee; 
The Pennsylvania Society; The Philadel-
phia Zoo; Philadelphia Museum of Art; 
The Millay Club, Bishop Neumann High 
School Alumni Association; Volunteer, 
Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent 
Program; Smithsonian Associate; Patron, 
Riverbend; Lower Merion Conservancy; 
Bridlewild Trails; The Penn Club; and 
The St. Andrew’s Society of Philadelphia.

Line Offices
continued from page 12

Board Candidates
continued from page 13
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Alexis Arena
Professional Background: Associate, 
Flaster/Greenberg P.C.; Washington 
University School of Law.
Activities: Member, Philadelphia 
Chamber of Commerce Young Profes-
sionals Network, Women Inventing Next 
entreprenuerial network, Generation 
Obama Philadelphia, Counsel for 
Change.
Candidate’s Statement: I am enthusi-
astic about becoming more involved in 
the work of the Young Lawyers Division 
and helping to achieve the goals of the 
Executive Committee, including increas-
ing YLD participation, the diversity 
of YLD membership, and community 
outreach. I am committed to having an 
active role in the Philadelphia Bar As-
sociation and would love the opportunity 
to serve on the YLD Executive Commit-
tee for the next three years.

Brandon S. Bruce
Professional Background: Law clerk, 
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas 
Judge Frederica A. Massiah-Jackson; Vil-
lanova University School of Law.
Activities: Former Villanova Law School 
liaison to Young Lawyers Division and 
Barristers’ Association of Philadelphia. 
Candidate’s Statement: An active 
member with the YLD since my first 
year of law school, I have served as the 
Villanova liaison to the YLD and Bar-
risters’ Association for more than two 
years. In that capacity I have worked on 
a number of initiatives, including being 
a regular contributor to the YLD blog, 
helping to organize the Police Conduct 
2020 program and volunteering for law 
school outreach efforts. My goal is to 
help the YLD become a collection of 
creative and selfless attorneys that tackle 
the compelling legal issues and challenges 
of its day. With your help and support, 
when I am elected to the YLD Executive 
Committee, I will do my best to restore 
the organization to its rightful place as 
the preeminent Philadelphia Bar division. 
Thank you for your time, and hopefully, 
your support.

Alicia A. Garcia
Professional Background: Associate, 
Margolis Edelstein; Thomas M. Cooley 
Law School.
Activities: Business Law Section liaison 
to YLD Executive Committee; Support 
Center for Child Advocates liaison to 

YLD.
Candidate’s Statement: The Philadel-
phia Bar Association, especially the YLD, 
is not a one-size-fits-all organization. I 
know this is true because for the past 
year I have served on the YLD Executive 
Committee as a liaison to the Business 
Law Section and Support Center for 
Child Advocates. As a liaison, I planned 
law school outreach programs, a lunch 
panel program on casinos and served on 
the Support Center’s Charity Golf Out-
ing Committee. I know the issues young 
lawyers from various practice areas face 
and I am ready to continue my service 
with the YLD to promote public service.

Edward Scott Goldis
Professional Background: Associ-
ate, Associate, Feldman, Shepherd, 
Wohlgelernter, Tanner, Weinstock and 
Dodig; Villanova University School of 
Law.
Activities: Member, Pennsylvania 
Association for Justice (Board of Gover-

nors 2005-2007, Chair Young Lawyers 
Section); Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association.
Candidate’s Statement: As a young 
lawyer, I recognize the importance and 
responsibility of leadership and service. 
That recognition is fueled by working 
every day at a law firm whose members 
have, for decades, been committed to 
service and to the community. The 
examples set for me and my experiences 
with the YLD have taught me that there 
is no better way to set an example and 
make a difference than by leading. If I 
am elected, I will be dedicated to further-
ing the YLD’s goals and its commitment 
to service and the community.

Christopher M. Guth
Professional Background: Associ-
ate, Blank Rome LLP; Duke University 
School of Law.
Activities: Co-founder and secretary/
treasurer of Duke University School of 
Law chapter of The Association of Trial 

Lawyers of America.
Candidate’s Statement: I am running 
so that I can contribute to the YLD’s 
great work in the Philadelphia legal 
community and the city at large. I have 
been a member of the Philadelphia Bar 
Association since I started practicing. 
I have also been active with numerous 
SeniorLAW Center pro bono matters. 
The YLD plays a vital role in community 
outreach and legal services. If elected, I 
will enthusiastically support these goals. 
I also will support events that connect 
young lawyers with the senior bar and 
the judiciary. I ask that I earn this privi-
lege with your vote.

Rachel Kopp
Professional Background: Associate, 
Spector Roseman Kodroff & Willis, 
P.C.; Villanova University School of Law.
Activities: American Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division representative 
to the Pennsylvania Bar Association; 
ABA YLD liaison to the ABA Stand-
ing Committee on Membership; ABA 
YLD Membership Board; Editor of The 
Affilliate, the ABA YLD’s newsletter 
for state and local young lawyer leaders 
(2007-2008); Assistant Editor of The Af-
filiate (2006-2007); Member of the YLD 
Public Service Project Team Choose Law 
written guide (2005-2006). Board mem-
ber of Grounded in Music, a nonprofit 
that works with Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Philadelphia.
Candidate’s Statement: Through my 
leadership experience with local, state and 
national bar associations, I have gained 
an understanding of the challenges that 
young lawyers face. I grew up, attended 
law school and worked in Philadelphia 
for many years and am dedicated to 
promoting young lawyers’ interests. As 
the YLD’s liaison for the past year, I was 
involved in planning PhiLAWpalooza, 
Law Week activities and the law school 
outreach program. I also recently became 
a regular contributor to the YLD blog. As 
a result, I am confident and prepared to 
represent the membership as well as our 
mission for public service.

Justin S. Moriconi
Professional Background: Associ-
ate, Alan L. Frank Law Associates, P.C.; 
Widener University School of Law.
Activities: Young Lawyers Division 
Liaison to State Civil Litigation Section; 
member, Brandeis Law Society, Justinian 

Nine Seek 7 Seats on YLD Executive Committee

Arena Bruce Garcia

Goldis Guth Kopp

Moriconi Oswald Vanderslice

continued on page 16
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Society; Temple Inn of Court, Pennsyl-
vania Trial Lawyers Association.
Candidate’s Statement: My service to 
the YLD includes participating in nu-
merous events including giving free legal 
advice to Philadelphia citizens during 
Law Day; judging high school mock trial 
competitions; playing “Papa Bear” for 
grade-school students at the “Goldilocks 
Trial” in City Hall; engaging in bar 

leadership and Bench-Bar conferences; 
conducting CLE program on what law 
clerks in the FJD want you to know as 
well as various other YLD and senior bar 
association events. However, my focus 
on the executive committee will be to 
help law firms go green and “warm up to 
climate change.”

Alyson Oswald
Professional Background: Associate, 
Dechert, LLP; Catholic University of 
America Columbus School of Law.

Activities:  Member, executive commit-
tee of the Pennsylvania Bar Association 
Commission on Women in the Profes-
sion; PBA Federal Practice Committee; 
American Bar Association Young Law-
yers Division; ABA Section of Litigation; 
liaison to the AMBA Woman Advocate 
Committee and the Women Rainmakers 
Committee with the YLD.
Candidate’s Statement: I am excited 
and ready to take a leadership role in the 
Philadelphia Bar Association’s YLD. This 
past year my involvement has included 
participating in a panel discussion that 
the YLD co-sponsored with the Federal 
Courts Committee called “My First 
Federal Trial” and also supported YLD 
events like PhiLAWpalooza. I have 
gained leadership experience in my roles 
on the statewide bar association, and I 
now seek the opportunity to put those 
skills to use for the Philadelphia Bar’s 
YLD by serving as a member of the 
executive committee.

Richard Vanderslice
Professional Background: Partner, 
Petrelli & Vanderslice, P.C.; Vermont 
Law School.
Activities: Member, Nicholas J. Cipriani 
Family Law Inn of Court; Pennsylvania 
Bar Association; California Bar Associa-
tion; American Bar Association.
Candidate’s Statement: I have had the 
pleasure of serving for the past two years 
as an appointed member of the Young 
Lawyers Division Executive Committee. 
In that time, I have worked to increase 
outreach to law students, planned 
networking events and worked toward 
diversity in the profession. If elected to 
the YLD Executive Committee, I will 
continue to play an active role in the 
YLD’s community service, diversity and 
networking events. These essential activi-
ties serve the Philadelphia community at 
large and assist young attorneys with the 
transition from law school to our legal 
community. 

YLD Election
continued from page 15

Disaster 
Planning

Get the latest resources from the Philadelphia Bar Association’s 
Disaster Planning Committee
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2008 BAR ELECTIONS

Election Notice

Candidates For YLD Executive Committee
Balloting for members of the Young Lawyers Division Executive Committee 

will take place on Monday, Dec. 8, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on the Ballroom 
Level of the Park Hyatt Philadelphia at the Bellevue, Broad and Walnut streets. 
This year, nine candidates are seeking election to seven seats available on the YLD 
Executive Committee. Committee members serve three-year terms.

 
Candidates for Office

Note: Only members in good standing of the Association’s Young Lawyers Divi-
sion may cast votes in this election. Attorneys are members of the Division if (1) 
they have not yet reached or reached in 2008 the age of 37, or (2) they have not 
yet reached or reached in 2008 the third anniversary of their first admission to the 
bar of any state.

Alexis Arena
Brandon S. Bruce
Alicia A. Garcia

Edward Scott Goldis
Christopher M. Guth
Rachel Kopp

Justin S. Moriconi
Alyson Oswald
Richard Vanderslice

About the Candidates
These nine candidates seek election to seven seats on the Young Lawyers 
Division (YLD) Executive Committee in the Association’s Annual Election 
on Dec. 8. Committee members serve three-year terms. Those candidates 
who receive the seven highest vote totals in the election will fill the positions. 
Published here is information submitted by the candidates, who were invited 
to outline their professional background and provide a short statement. All 
candidates are members in good standing of the Philadelphia Bar Association 
and the YLD.


