




RECENT PA. APPELLATE COURT FAMILY LAW SLIP OPINIONS

February 2013

Summarized by David I. Grunfeld, Esquire

1. In Re: Adoption of B.M.F., Blair, 1187 WDA 2012
(Pa. Super. 1/24/12)

Mother appealed order terminating her parental rights. 
Affirmed - father had consented, mother did not appeal despite
service of notice, adoption decree was entered, and best interest
and bond evaluated.  Opinion by Stevens joined by Mundy and
Fitzgerald.

2. In Re: S.Z.M., Jun., 1152 and 1153 MDA 2012
(Pa. Super. 1/24/12)

Mother appealed termination of parental rights. 
Affirmed - no abuse in finding unremedied conditions of
incapacity, and needs and welfare analysis here.  Opinion by Ott
joined by Panella and Strassburger.

3. N.A.M. v. M.P.W., Bucks, 2349 EDA 2012
(Pa. Super. 1/25/13)

Mother appealed denial of her petition to modify
custody.  Vacated and remanded - entitled to a hearing on request
to continue psychological treatment; recusal denied because of
failure to file motion.  Opinion by Gantman joined by Stevens and
Lazarus.



4. R.L. v. G.L., Mon., 1282 EDA 2012
(Pa. Super. 1/29/13)

Mother appealed grant of prime physical custody to
father.  Affirmed - jurisdiction retained based upon residence of
children at commencement of case, although all parties later
moved out of county; no abuse of discretion in findings on merits
or best interest here where all factors addressed.  Opinion by
Platt joined by Mundy and Ott.

5. M.B. v. L.G., Montg., 1064 EDA 2012
(Pa. Super. 1/29/13)

Mother appealed custody contempt orders.  Affirmed - no
abuse of discretion in findings of schedule and transportation
violations here.  Opinion by Bender joined by Lazarus and
Colville.

6. In Re: Adoption of L.I.M., Luz., 1377 EDA 2013
(Pa. Super. 1/31/13)

Father appealed termination of parental rights. 
Affirmed - no abuse of discretion in finding of lack of parental
duties here.  Opinion by Panella joined by Ford Elliott and
Allen.

7. In Re: M.Y.T-N., Berks, 1253 and 1254 MDA 2012
(Pa. Super. 1/31/13)

Mother appealed termination of parental rights. 
Affirmed - no abuse of discretion based upon physical abuse of
child here.  Opinion by Allen joined by Ford Elliott and Panella.
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8. J.S.S. v. R.A.S., Col., 1213 EDA 2012
(Pa. Super. 1/31/13)

Father appealed order granting mother primary physical
custody (he wanted equal).  Affirmed - no abuse of discretion
where father got significant partial physical custody.  Opinion
per curiam by Ford Elliott, Panella and Allen.

9. T.D.P. v. R.L.P., Dau., 1134 MDA 2012
(Pa. Super. 1/31/13)

Father appealed custody order allowing mother to
relocate with children to Arkansas.  Reversed - intent to pursue
Ph.D. for three years insufficient proof of being in best
interest of child.  Opinion by Panella jointed by Ott and
Strassburger.

10. M.J.H. v. C.S.H., Jun., 946 MDL 2012
(Pa. Super. 1/31/13)

Mother appealed denial of her petition to modify
custody rights of paternal grandparents (father had died and
paternal grandparents had primary physical custody for a time
previously).  Affirmed - no abuse of discretion in finding best
interest and minimal interference with mother’s primary custody. 
Opinion by Strassburger joined by Mundy and Ott.

Copies of Pa. Supreme and Superior slip
opinions may be downloaded from the Internet
on the pages of the Administrative Office of
the Pa. Courts, http/www.pacourts.us/courts
(note some opinions are Memorandum).
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