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The Philadelphia Bar Association’s  
Workers’ Compensation Section

Past, Present and Future

The Section began as a Philadelphia Bar Association 
committee. Because the committee was comprised of lawyers 
representing injured workers, employers and insurers, and 
workers’ compensation judges, it has traditionally had 
three chairs, one from each constituency. This cooperative 
leadership design assured that all interested parties had a voice 
in leadership, and facilitated the committee’s rapid growth. 
The Board of Governors recognized this growth and, in 1995, 
approved the committee’s request to become a section, giving 
it an enhanced role in Association activities. Since becoming 
a section, it has broadened its focus to advance workers’ 
compensation law as an area of practice, provide relevant 
continuing legal education programs and perform extensive 
philanthropic and community service. 

The Section’s Continuing Legal Education Committee 
organizes monthly “Lunch and Learn” CLEs, where attorneys, 

judges and a wide range of experts address 
issues arising in this area of law. Recent 
programs include topics such as “I Know 
What You Did Last Weekend – Social 
Media in Workers’ Compensation” and 
“Comp Bar No More,” the latter focusing 
on whether the Workers’ Compensation 
Act continues to bar all claims against 
employers.

In recognition of the fact that legislative 
changes impact Pennsylvania workers and 
the practice of law, the Section utilizes its 
members’ expertise to act in uniformity 
to promote its interests legislatively and 

administratively. The Section’s lobbying and legislative 
advocacy ensures that the legislators are informed of the 
potential consequences and ramifications any change in 
policy or law may have upon attorneys and all other entities 
involved in the process. Most recently, the Section supported 
a resolution opposing Pa. Senate Bill 413 that was adopted 
by the Board of Governors. The proposed legislation would 
have negatively impacted workers’ compensation law, and 
was opposed by each of the Section’s constituencies. 

Since its formation, the Section has recognized that 
community service creates a special bond with the community 
and increases social responsibility, while advancing local 
causes. In 2014, the Section created a Community Service 
and Charitable Events Subcommittee, whose members plan 
various charitable events. Among its activities, the Section 

The stereotypical bar association committee offers 
meetings and CLEs, and focuses upon its members’ 
common practice area. An exception to this rule is the 

Workers’ Compensation Section, which not only promotes 
the objectives and interests of its members, but engages in 
extensive community service and other activities. In doing so, 
the Section acts in a bipartisan manner not common in many 
other litigation-oriented practice areas.
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has collected needed supplies and goods for community 
organizations such as Aid for Friends, St. John’s Hospice, 
Women Against Abuse, PAWS, Philabundance and Toys for 
Tots. The Section also provides volunteers to serve lunch 
at the St. John’s Hospice Day Services Program, helping to 
provide more than 325 meals each weekday to homeless men.

The Section also partners with various community 
organizations. For example, in April 2016, it assisted the 
Community Partnership School to collect much-needed 
supplies such as pencils, composition books, crayons, 
markers, colored construction paper and copy paper. The 
collection was held in conjunction with the Martha Hampton 
Awards Luncheon honoring the memory of attorney Martha 
Hampton, who served as a Section co-chair in 1999. The 
Martha Hampton Award is presented annually to the attorney 
or judge who best exemplifies Hampton’s unique compassion 
and dedication to her clients, and her professionalism, 
scholarship and good will toward her peers. In conjunction 
with the award, a charitable contribution is made each year on 
behalf of the Section to Kids’ Chance, an organization helping 
students who have lost a parent to a work-related injury gain a 
higher level of education.

The various community services and charitable events 
supported and sponsored by the Section provide members with 
numerous opportunities to become active in the community 
and positively contribute to society. These initiatives support 
families, improve schools, help the less fortunate, unify people 
from diverse backgrounds by working towards a common goal 
and build camaraderie, while strengthening the community 

at large. As a result, member participation has increased 
annually, allowing the Section to allocate more resources to 
these important and often overlooked causes.

The Community Service and Charitable Events 
Subcommittee incorporates philanthropy into each of the 
Section’s educational programs, collecting needed goods and 
supplies, as well as monetary donations, from members at the 
monthly “Lunch and Learn” seminars. The collections have 
benefited numerous charitable organizations.

In addition to the Martha Hampton Award, the Section 
presents the Irvin Stander Award annually. This award, in 
memory of Workers’ Compensation Judge Irvin Stander, 
recognizes an outstanding graduating law student who has 
demonstrated legal acumen or scholarship in the areas of 
administrative or workers’ compensation law. The recipient 
receives a $2,500 prize to defray the cost of the annual bar 
examination, as well as a plaque commemorating this honor. 
In addition, the Executive Board of the Section periodically 
approves other awards such as the Lifetime Achievement 
Award and Friend of the Philadelphia Bar Association – 
Workers’ Compensation Award, that honor outstanding 
contributions to the Section.

Section leadership remains dedicated to increasing its 
membership and strengthening its involvement with the 
community, while keeping members abreast of developments 
within the area of workers’ compensation law. These activities, 
fostering a spirit of bipartisan cooperation, will help assure the 
Section’s vitality for the next 20 years and beyond.

Immediate-Past Chancellor Albert S. Dandridge III (left to right); 
2015 Section Co-Chairs Megan L. Dougherty, Judge Tina Maria 
Rago and Judge Geoffrey W. Dlin (Ret.); and U.S. Marines 
representing Toys for Tots Philadelphia with toy donations from 
the Section at its 2015 holiday reception.

Judge Scott Olin (at podium) presented the latest painting in the 
Arts in the Court series, depicting programmers at work on the 
ENIAC machine at the University of Pennsylvania during the 
1940s, based on photographs from the school’s archives, with 
Diane Fenner, at the 2016 Martha Hampton Award Luncheon.

2013 Section Co-Chairs Judge Stephen J. Harlen (left to right), 
Lauri A. Kavulich and Adam M. Taylor were honored for their year 
of service at the 2013 holiday reception.

Lisa D. Eldridge (left) received the 2015 Martha Hampton Award, 
and Judge Brian G. Eader received the Friend of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association—Workers’ Compensation Section Award, at the 
2015 Martha Hampton Award Luncheon.


