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BOOK REVIEW

I
n 1992, 24-year-old Lisa Lambert 
was convicted of murdering 
another young woman, Laurie 

Snow, in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The 
horrific murder and subsequent trial 
stunned the Lancaster community. 
Lambert was convicted and sentenced 
to life imprisonment. She served five 
years of her conviction before it was 
overturned in federal court by Hon. 
Stewart Dalzell (Ret.) because of 
prosecutorial misconduct.  Lambert was 
then released from jail and remained free 
for one year until the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania remanded the case back 
to the Lancaster court system for a new 
trial. Lambert was again convicted, 
and there have been a series of appeals 
which have all been denied. Lambert 
remains in jail and continues to proclaim 
her innocence.  

Lambert wrote this autobiography 
with David Brown, a Philadelphia-area 
attorney. The story is told primarily in 
Lambert's voice but is interspersed with 
comments by Brown about the history of 
corruption in the Pennsylvania court and 
police systems, and specifically in the 
courts and police systems of Lancaster. 
While this literary device may not 
initially seem appealing, it somehow 
works and is particularly interesting 
considering the conviction of former 
Pennsylvania Attorney General Kathleen 
Kane.

Lambert's story is bizarre. It is neither 
linear nor clear, but fascinating, all the 
same. In some ways, this is the classic 
story of girl-meets-bad-boy, a bad boy 

who turns out to be even worse than 
imagined. Lawrence Yunkin, the bad 
boy, is a handsome young man who is 
physically and emotionally abusive. 
The story of abuse rings true as Yunkin 
separates Lambert from her family 
and friends. The beatings she endures 
are brutal. How and why the teenaged 
Lambert is allowed to go off and live 
with this young man is never made clear, 
and that is one of the many questions 
raised.

Lambert finds herself present at the 
murder of Laurie Snow, who may or 
may not have been a romantic rival. She 
is convicted of Snow's murder, as are 
Yunkin and another young woman. She 
continues to maintain her innocence, as 
does Brown. Whether she did it almost 
becomes irrelevant to the reader as 
Lambert and Brown weave a story of 
corruption through every level of the 
Lancaster court system. They believe the 
misconduct of the police, the prosecution 
and the judiciary was so pervasive that 
there was no way this young woman 
could ever get a fair trial. Whether 
these organizations were united to bring 
Lambert down is another question.

One of the more compelling themes 
is that Lambert is a victim no matter her 
environment. She is victimized by her 
parents, Yunkin, the police, the judges and 
the prison system. She suffers physical 
abuse at the hands of Yunkin, the police 
and prison guards. While no one expects 
prison to be an ideal environment, her 
recitation of the rapes and sexual abuse 
that she endured is shocking. She paints 
a picture that harkens back to a film-
noir portrayal of prison with abusers of 
both sexes brutalizing prisoners. If what 
she says is true, then there needs to be 
a serious investigation of the prisons 
mentioned.

Lambert views herself as a survivor. 
She has been able to participate to some 

degree in the raising of the child she 
had with Yunkin. Also, she has found a 
lasting relationship and graduated from 
college. It is clear why she would want 
to tell her story, but Brown's reasons for 
wanting to get involved are less clear. He 
says that he was drawn to the story by a 
strong feeling that Lambert was a victim 
of corruption, her story compelling 
enough for a book.  However, after the 
reading book, it is not clear as to whose 
truth is “the truth.”
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