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Snyder’s path to the chancellorship is not the typical one as 
he will be the first former sitting judge to become chancellor.
His background includes years spent as a litigator with a 
complex civil practice, where he represented both plaintiffs
and defendants. He then moved to the bench where he was a 
workers’ compensation judge for 15 years. During his tenure
as a judge, Snyder was among the early advocates for the use 
of mediation in the workers’ compensation practice. He took
courses in mediation and says that his goal was “to provide 
a safe environment for both attorneys, the claimant and
the insurer, where they could discuss a case and bring it to 
conclusion.”

When he left the bench, he became a private mediator, 
which he has done for the last seven years. He has thrived in
this work, which he loves, because it has allowed him to have 
an impact on the lives of countless people and exposed him
to different intellectual challenges as he expanded his practice 
into one that includes all types of litigation. He unabashedly
says, “I love that after all these years of practice I love what I 
do.”

Snyder, a lifelong Philadelphian, is an
only child who grew up in the Northeast. He 
graduated from Central High School and went
on to Muhlenberg College. He started college 
with the plan of becoming a doctor, but while at
Muhlenberg, he realized that the learning process 
of the law was much more compatible with his
way of thinking than was medicine, and he 
decided to use his political science degree to go
to law school. He realized that he loved logic and 

writing and that the law provided him with many of the same
things that medicine could; the law also let him use his analytic 
skills and gave him the chance to work one-on-one with people.
It was a perfect fit, and he continued his education at the then 
Temple University School of Law, where he continued his love
affair with all things Philadelphia.

Judge Snyder understands that one prepares for leadership,
and he has prepared to be the chancellor of the Bar Association. 
He has served as the Association’s assistant secretary; been a
member of the Bench-Bar Committee; cochaired the Workers’ 
Compensation Section twice; chaired the PNC Achievement
Award Committee as well as the Bar Academy and the Law 
School Outreach Initiative. He has also been a member of the
Finance Committee and the Audit Committee, has served as 
a trustee of the Bar Foundation and has cochaired the Grants
Committee for the Philadelphia Bar Foundation. This service 
has given him an understanding of the impact that a chancellor
can have on both the Bar Association and the city itself. Not only 
has Snyder done the work to prepare to become chancellor, he

T
he legendary entertainer Sammy Davis Jr. wrote and 
crooned the standard “Once in a Lifetime.” Davis 
sang “ . . . Just once in a lifetime, a man knows a 
moment, one wonderful moment when faith takes 

his hand. And this is my moment . . .” This is that moment for 
Michael Snyder as he prepares to be the 93rd Chancellor of the 
Philadelphia Bar Association.
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also has the temperament for the position. Outgoing Chancellor 
Shelli Fedullo says that “Mike is the perfect combination of 
intellect and heart,” and that he has a vision to share with the 
Association. She adds that “he cares so very deeply about the 
people with whom and for whom he is working.”

As we sat and talked one late fall afternoon, Snyder shared 
his vision for his tenure. His goal is to create a strong platform 
that emphasizes public interest and diversity. He is concerned 
about the lack of diversity in the organization and in the 
profession and plans to take concrete steps to have the “bar and 
our bench look and sound like those around us.” He plans to 
expand the Advancing Civics Education (ACE) program, which 
is the program that goes into public schools to talk to students 
about what lawyers do and helps to teach students civics. It is 
critical to him that in these fraught political times that students 
learn civics. He deeply believes that instead of focusing on high 
school students, we need to focus on younger children and let 
them see that “you don’t have to be rich and white to become a 
lawyer.” His plan is to have attorneys go into elementary schools 

and help children understand what it is that lawyers do and that 
lawyers can do positive things that are good for people. He 
thinks that children understand what police and fire personnel do 
but do not understand what lawyers do. Snyder wants children to 
understand that they, too, can be lawyers.

Snyder is also concerned about the lack of diversity in the 
profession. He wants to create a job fair within and sponsored by 
the Association that reaches out to minority law students across 
the nation to encourage them to come to Philadelphia and meet 
legal employers, because he is convinced that they will love the 
city as he does. He also says that he “recognizes that the language 
that I may use for solutions to address diversity are those that 
were appropriate for a white Jewish guy years ago.” His plan is 
to create a diversity advisory panel of people representing every 
flavor of diversity, which will be charged with advising on how 
diversity can be achieved and—just as importantly—sustained. 
Snyder also wants to address diversity in the plaintiff’s bar as 
well as in large general practice firms and defense firms.

Character is an important attribute for any chancellor, and 
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Outgoing Chancellor Shelli Fedullo says that “Mike is the perfect 
combination of intellect and heart,” and that he has a vision 

to share with the Association. She adds that “he cares so very 
deeply about the people with whom and for whom he is working.”



Mike Snyder is known to be a gentleman of the bar and as 
someone who understands the importance of community. This 
was evident earlier this month, when he mingled with his “home 
bar” at the Workers’ Compensation Section holiday party. It may 
not be that he knows everyone in the Section, but it certainly 
seems as if he does. Snyder says that his love of this group 
stems from his years on the bench and the fact that the bar is 
relatively small and is known for its collegiality. He attributes 
the collegiality to the lack of a motion practice in workers’ 
compensation, which forces practitioners to talk to each other 
and not hide behind words or pages.

The Workers’ Compensation Section has benefitted from 
the development of its own Inns of Court, which Judge Snyder 
was instrumental in creating. He had been encouraged by Judge 
Sandra Mazer Moss and Judge Anne E. Lazarus to join the 
Temple Inns of Court, which he did and thoroughly loved. When 
Judge Moss told him that the national Inns of Court wanted 
to develop a workers’ compensation section, he jumped at the 
chance and helped to create the Barbieri Inns of Court for the 
workers’ compensation section. This group has now been in 
existence for 12 years. Despite his busy schedule, Judge Snyder 
remains active in both the Temple Inns of Court and the Barbieri 
Inns.

It was through the workers’ compensation bar that Snyder 
met his wife, Wendy Sill. While serving as the cochair of the 
Section, one of his fellow cochairs, Patrice Toland, asked him if 
he would like to meet an adjuster that she thought he would like. 

He agreed, and he and Wendy had their first date on Valentine’s 
Day 2000. The rest is workers’ compensation history, as they 
have been together ever since. The couple share their lives with 
Mike’s son, Josh, and his wife, and their five grandchildren.

Mike and Wendy enjoy being of Philadelphia. They 
experience the museums and are foodies who appreciate all 
of the fine dining that the city has to offer. Not only do they 
enjoy eating out, but Snyder also enjoys baking and cooking. 
For years, the couple were in a gourmet group with three other 
couples where they researched unusual cuisine and then created 
elaborate meals. 

When you speak with Snyder, you quickly understand that 
he is a bit of a Renaissance man.  In addition to museums and 
good food, he loves traveling and design. On the weekends, he 
can be found looking for antiques and has actually designed the 
restaurant of a friend. He also loves music and is a devotee of 
opera. Josh calls him a classical musical geek and teases that 
Snyder thinks that modern music is anything written after 1750. 
While there is a smidgen of truth to this, Mike admits that he also 
loves Broadway and the Motown classics of his youth. 

Snyder also loves the written word and has long been known 
to share books with the lawyers who appear before him—which is 
how this author got to know him. In his own words, Snyder loves 
“truly beautiful literature,” where every word has a meaning; 
but he also enjoys medical novels and medical detective stories. 
His love of language fuels his love of reading, which, he says, 
teaches one that there are so many aspects of the world. He says 

While serving as the cochair of the [Workers’ Compensation] 
Section, one of his fellow cochairs, Patrice Toland, asked him if 

he would like to meet an adjuster that she thought he would like. 
He agreed, and he and Wendy had their first date on Valentine’s 

Day 2000. The rest is workers’ compensation history . . .
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that “a world without art is cold and sterile; and you need to be 
exposed to things that are beyond your own frame of reference, 
and that is what reading does, what good music does and what 
art does.”

In addition to loving what he does and the arts, Snyder 
is someone who genuinely cares about people and the idea of 
community. He creates community wherever he goes. Robin 
Romano, a shareholder with Marshall Dennehey, remembers 
how Snyder recommended that she become involved in the 
Workers’ Compensation Section, as it would expand her world. 
Robin says that this was some of the best advice that she ever 
received and remains grateful for it. She says, “That is who Mike 
is. He looks for the best in people and helps them to get better.”

As Snyder and I finished our meeting, I hear the end of 
Sammy Davis’ song and think “he’s going to do great things!”

Niki T. Ingram (ningram@mdwcg.com), director of the Workers’ 
Compensation Department at Marshall Dennehey Warner 
Coleman & Goggin, P.C., is a member of the Editorial Board of 
The Philadelphia Lawyer.
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Robin Romano, a shareholder with Marshall Dennehey, remembers 
how Snyder recommended that she become involved in the 

Workers’ Compensation Section, as it would expand her world. . 
. . She says, “That is who Mike is. He looks for the best in people 

and helps them to get better.”
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