
14    Philadelphia Bar Reporter November 2021 PhiladelphiaBar.org

Coatsworth and Jaffari Vie for Vice 
Chancellor

ELECTION 2021

Jennifer S. Coatsworth

Professional Background: Margolis Edelstein 
(2004-present), Partner; Temple University Beasley 
School of Law, J.D.

Activities (selected): Philadelphia Bar Association: 
Board of Governors (2012-present), Cabinet 
(2015-present), Assistant Treasurer (2021), Secretary/
Assistant Secretary (2016-2020); Women in the 

Profession Committee: Co-chair (2016-2017), 
member (2008-present); Mentoring and Professional 
Development Initiative: Co-Chair (2021); Bench Bar: 
Co-Chair (2019), Committee (2011-2012, 2015); 
Budget/Finance: Member (2013, 2015, 2016, 2021); 
YLD: Vice Chair (2009), Secretary (2008) Executive 
Committee (2007-2011); State Civil Litigation Section: 
Member (2008-present); Military/Veterans Affairs: 
Chair (2012, 2014). Pennsylvania Bar Association: 
Zone One Governor (2020-present); Women in the 
Profession Commission (Co-chair, 2021; Treasurer, 
2019-2020; Executive Council (2010-present), Civil 
Litigation Section (Chair, 2019-2020, Officer, 2016-
2019 Executive Council 2010-present). Brandeis Law 
Society: Chancellor (2018-2019), Vice Chancellor 
(2016-2017), Executive Committee (2010-present). 
Philadelphia Association of Defense Counsel: Executive 
Committee (2009-present). CLS: Leadership Council 
(2018-present). Awards: Inaugural PADC MLK 
Diversity Award, Pennsylvania Bar Association Quality 
of Life/Balance Award, Temple Law Alumni Women’s 
Champion Award, PADC and Pennsylvania Bar 
Presidential Achievement Awards, Billy Penn Who’s 
Next in the Law, PADC Outstanding Young Lawyer.

The 2021 race for the position of Vice Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association is contested. Jennifer S. Coatsworth and Katayun (Kathy) Jaffari are running for the
position that is third-in-line for Chancellor of the Association. The winner will serve as Chancellor in 2024.

Candidate’s Statement: “Equal Justice Under Law” is 
the inscription above the United States Supreme Court. 
However, for too many, this principle can be elusive. It 
is incumbent upon us as lawyers to zealously protect the 
core values of our democracy and serve the underserved. 
I will advocate for access to justice, protection of the rule 
of law and to ensure an independent judiciary. 

Our Association has been a champion for diversity, 
equity and inclusion initiatives. As the daughter of a gay 
father, I learned at a young age the painful lessons of 
bias, prejudice and exclusion. My plans to continue our 
leading status in this space will include hosting a national 
diversity symposium and a secondment fair to advance 
the careers of young diverse associates.

As a professional trade organization, we must advance 
the common interests of our members while recognizing 
and supporting their needs, their diverse practices and 
their professional development.

I will bring dynamic leadership, vision, service 
and consensus-building backed by experience and 
tremendous dedication and love to lead our organization, 
serve our community and advance our proud traditions. 
I humbly ask for your support.

Katayun (Kathy) Jaffari 

Professional Background: Chair, Corporate 
Governance & Securities, Cozen O’Connor; Adjunct 
Professor, Temple University; President and Child 
Advocate, Support Center for Child Advocates; Partner, 
Ballard Spahr; Partner, Saul Ewing; Law Clerk, U.S. 

Court of Federal Claims

Activities: Co-Chair – Women’s Rights Committee; 
Chair, Vice Chair, and Member – Board of Governors; 
Budget Task Force, Finance Committee and Bylaws 
Committee – Board of Governors; Chair, Vice Chair, and 
Communications Officer – Business Law Section; Chair, 
Small Business Committee and Vice Chair, Securities 
Regulation Committee – Business Law Section; Chair 
of the Year Award and Committee of the Year Award – 
Business Law Section

Candidate’s Statement: My parents taught me that the 
most rewarding duty is service to your community and 
society.  As a first generation American and lawyer, I 
have taken this to heart. My commitment to the legal 
profession and passion for public service are at the core 
of my desire to serve you, our legal community, and the 
city where I have lived and worked all of my life. I have 
been devoted to fostering and driving diversity, equity 
and inclusion in our profession and volunteering for 
children, immigrants, and communities in need over the 

course of my career. As a governance and business lawyer, 
I advise organizations on how to successfully operate 
and function without compromising their missions.  
I commit to supporting the Association by driving 
positive change through its mission of promoting justice, 
professional excellence, and respect for the rule of law, 
and will work tirelessly to do so as your Vice Chancellor. 
My leadership of, and service to, countless boards and 
nonprofits has taught me the ability to actively listen, 
empower and engage others, and create and support 
positive change. I celebrate diverse perspectives and will 
make sure all voices are heard; I desire to help foster 
meaningful connections, especially after our time of 
isolation, Zoom fatigue, and heightened challenges for 
lawyers both professionally and personally. It would 
be a privilege to continue my call to public service by 
representing your voice as a member of the Association 
and supporting advancements in our profession and our 
legal and judicial systems. 
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ELECTION 2021

4 Line Office Posts Unopposed
For 2021, four candidates for Association 
line office posts are unopposed. The can-
didates are Michael J. Stackow, secre-
tary; Matthew S. Olesh, treasurer; Diane 
Penneys Edelman, assistant secretary; and 
Dino Privitera, assistant treasurer.

Michael J. Stackow is Counsel in 
Cozen O’Connor’s Institutional Response 
Group and focuses his practice on issues 
of sexual and gender-based discrimination 
and child protection in educational insti-
tutions, other child serving organizations 
and private companies. He graduated 
from Temple University Beasley School of 
Law.

Stackow served as the secretary, 
Philadelphia Bar Association, during the 
past year and is running to serve a sec-
ond term as secretary. He iis a member 
of the Bar Association’s Education Law 
Committee, a volunteer attorney with 
the Support Center for Child Advocates 
and a member of the Board of Governors 
of Valley Youth House, an organization 
that supports abused and homeless youth 
through a variety of programs designed to 
best position youth for success as young 
adults. 

Stackow formerly worked in the 
Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office 
where he held supervisory roles in the 
Major Trials, Municipal Court, Juvenile 
Court and Family Violence & Sexual 
Assault Units.  Stackow also served on 
the Mayor of Philadelphia’s Commission 
on Aging and was a member of the 
Philadelphia Corporation for the Aging’s 
Elder Financial Abuse Task Force. 

Matthew S. Olesh is a partner at 
Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel 
LLP, where he is a commercial litigator, 
business attorney and all-around prob-
lem solver.  He is a 2007 graduate of the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Olesh has served on the Association’s 
Board of Governors since 2016, and cur-
rently serves as treasurer, a role he has held 
since the beginning of 2021.  His prior 
capacities on the board include assistant 
treasurer (2018-2020), YLD Chair (2017) 
and YLD Chair-Elect (2016).  Olesh also 
serves as the chair of the Association’s 
Campaign for Qualified Judges.

“The Philadelphia Bar Association has 
been, and continues to be, a crucial part of 
my identity as a Philadelphia lawyer,” says 
Olesh.  “My hope is that this can be the 
case for all attorneys in the Philadelphia 
area, and that we continue to be staunch 
advocates for the notions of truth, justice 
and fundamental fairness – not just in the 

City of Philadelphia, 
but across the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
and beyond.  At our 
core, we are a profes-
sional association for 
our members, but as 
attorneys, we must do 
everything we can to 
defend these princi-
ples and equal protec-
tion under the law.”

Diane Penneys Edelman is a Professor 
of Law and Director of International 
Programs at Villanova University Charles 
Widger School of Law, where she has 
taught since 1993. She has served as a 
member of the Association’s Board of 
Governors since 2018.  A former law 
clerk to Hon. I Leo Glasser (E.D.N.Y.) 
and litigator at firms in New York and 
Philadelphia, Edelman teaches Legal 
Writing, previously directed Villanova’s 
Legal Writing Program, and has directed 
its international programs for almost 20 
years.

Edelman has brought her interests to 
the Bar as a Co-Chair of the Association’s 
Committee on Academic Engagement 
and International Law Committee.  She 
is also active as a committee co-chair with-
in the ABA’s International Law Section.  
“Teaching, networking, and service are 
my passions, and I see involvement in 
the Bar as a way of connecting colleagues 
in practice with one another, connecting 
students and practicing attorneys, and 
connecting legal educators in the U.S. 
and worldwide, and promoting the work 
of the Association. Continuing to serve 
the Association as Assistant Secretary 
will be another way that I can serve the 
Philadelphia community.  Thank you for 
your support.” 

A proud graduate of Temple 
University Beasley School of Law, Dino 
Privitera has worked as a federal judicial 
law clerk, prosecutor, civil and criminal 
defense lawyer, and now as Plaintiff’s per-
sonal injury lawyer in his own practice, 
The Privitera Law Firm LLC.  Privitera 
concentrates his practice on the represen-
tation of catastrophically injured victims 
and their families. 

Privitera currently serves as Chancellor 
of the Justinian Society of Philadelphia, 
and holds several leadership positions with 
the Philadelphia Bar Association. He’s a 
Member of the Commission on Judicial 
Selection and Retention, and the Board 

of Governors; he’s Co-Chair of both the 
Rules and Procedures Committee of 
the State Civil Litigation Section and of 
the Solo and Small Firm Management 
Committee. Since 2012, Privitera also 
has served on the Editorial Board of the 
Verdict, a publication of the Philadelphia 
Trial Lawyers Association.  He also has 
served on the Investigative Panel of the 
Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Judicial 
Evaluation Commission.   

Born in Italy, Privitera immigrated to 
the United States with his family when he 
was an infant. “As the son of immigrants, 

I know the value of hard-work, sacrifice 
and public service. My parents taught me 
to believe in myself, work hard to achieve 
my dreams, to lead by example and give 
back to the community.  In my career, I 
have championed the rights of people and 
tried to make a meaningful difference in 
people’s lives.  It is my sincere desire to 
continue to serve the public good, to pro-
mote fairness, equality and justice, to be 
an agent for positive change and a strong 
advocate for causes that are important to 
Association members.”   

Stackow Olesh Edelman Privitera

Don’t be a cog.

Get in the driver’s seat.

Take Control of Your Career.

Find out more by contacting: 
Stephanie Resnick  |  Managing Partner, Philadelphia Office

sresnick@foxrothschild.com  |  215.299.2082
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Seven Running for 5 Seats on Board 
of Governors

William S. Braveman

Professional Background: City of 
Philadelphia Assistant and Deputy City 
Solicitor (Child Welfare, Health, and La-
bor and Employment Units) 1996-2008; 
Forceno, Goggin and Keller, Employ-
ment Law Chair, 2008-2010; Principal, 
Braveman Law, 2010-present. Desig-
nated Counsel DC 33 Local 696, 2010- 
present. Temple Law School J.D. ; New 
York University B.A.

Activities: Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion LRIS panel and committee mem-
ber, Past-Co Chair Philadelphia Bar 
Association Dependency Committee, 
Pennsylvania Bar Association Member, 
Community Legal Services Summer In-
tern, Support Center for Child Advocate 
Volunteer Attorney, Palumbo Intramural 
Soccer Founder.

Candidate’s Statement: Using the privi-
lege of being an attorney as a platform 
to assist those in need while impacting 
positive change has always been impor-
tant to me. From my years as a Solicitor, 
to my present practice focusing on em-
ployee rights, I have taken pride in be-
ing a zealous advocate who is responsive 
to my client base. As defense counsel in 
mental health proceedings, I appreciate 
the systemic issues and the gravity of the 
problems which my clients face.  If elect-
ed, as a private practitioner with public 
service experience, I hope to bring a fresh 
perspective on ways to increase Bar Asso-
ciation engagement with the community 
in addressing the societal challenges that 
face all Philadelphians.

Ernest Holtzheimer

Professional Background: Member, 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellot LLC; 
Drexel University Thomas R. Kline 
School of Law; Drexel University Thom-
as R. Kline School of Law

Activities: Philadelphia Bar Association: 
Business Law Section (Chair, 2021; Vice 
Chair, 2020; Secretary/Treasurer, 2019; 
YLD Liaison, 2018), Young Lawyers 
Division Executive Committee 2018 
– 2020 (Vice Chair, 2020; Treasurer, 
2019), Campaign for Qualified Judges 
(Treasurer, 2020 – Present); Philadel-

phia Diversity Law Group Alumni Asso-
ciation (Co-President, 2019 – Present); 
American Bar Association Business Law 
Section Lawyers with Disabilities In-
volvement Subcommittee (Vice Chair, 
2019 – Present).

Candidate Statement: “I have served as 
Section Representative to the Board of 
Governors throughout 2021, and I look 
forward to hopefully continuing to serve 
the members of the Bar Association and 
legal community at large as an elected 
member of the Board of Governors be-
ginning in 2022.  As a first-generation 
attorney and experienced leader within 
the Bar Association, I understand the 
importance of the community that the 
Association provides attorneys and law 
students of all ages and backgrounds. If 
afforded the opportunity, I hope to con-
tinue and expand upon the work of the 
Governors before me on matters such as 
increasing diversity, equity, and inclusion 
in the profession, growing the member-
ship of our Association, and engaging 
with the Philadelphia community.”

Michael N. Huff

Professional Background: State and 
Federal Criminal Defense Attorney, 
Solo-Practitioner.  Widener University 
School of Law - 1994.

Activities:  Philadelphia Bar Associa-
tion, Pennsylvania Association of Crimi-
nal Defense Lawyers, and Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers of New Jer-
sey.  I was presented with the Award for 
Courage by the ACDL-NJ for my rep-
resentation of a criminal defendant in a 
high profile case in the Camden Federal 
Court.  I was the Course Planner and 
Presenter of the CLE “What Pennsylva-
nia Attorneys Need to Know About New 
Jersey Criminal Practice” for the PBI. I 
am a member of many grassroots orga-
nizations including Reclaim Philadelphia 
and Neighborhood Networks.  These or-
ganizations focus on voter registration, 
getting out the vote and electoral politics 
through text messaging, phone banking 
and knocking on doors.  I am a member 
of Up Against the Law Legal Collective 
- a group of pro bono criminal defense 
attorneys who volunteer their time de-
fending activists arrested for non-violent, 

peaceful protesting.  

Candidate Statement: “I want to be a 
voice for solo practitioners and small 
firm criminal defense attorneys.  I’d like 
to bring my enthusiasm for political 
activism and community service to the 
Board of Governors.”

Stephen T. Kulp (he/him)

Professional Background: Civil 
Litigation Defense Associate. Delany Law, 
Drexel Kline School of Law. 

Activities: Philadelphia LGBTQ Bar 
Association: Chair; Philadelphia Bar 
Association: Committee Member, 
LGBTQ Rights and Diversity in the 
Profession; Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association of Pennsylvania: Member; 
Philadelphia Association of Defense 

Counsel: LGBTQ Liaison; Drexel Kline 
School of Law: Member of Alumni 
Council; International Association of 
LGBTQ+ Judges: 2021 Friendship and 
Ally Awardee; Drexel University: 2021 
“40 under 40” Inductee.

Candidate’s Statement:  One of the 
core principles of the Philadelphia Bar 
Association is a commitment to advancing 
diversity and inclusion in the profession; 
to promote and celebrate our members 
so that everyone is valued and has equal 
opportunity to fully participate and 
succeed in the profession. I am running 
for the Board of Governors to bring my 
voice to the table to broaden insights and 
encourage positive change, allyship, and 
understanding across our communities. 
I promise to be that voice at the table 
and develop meaningful ways to recruit 
and elevate diverse voices within our 

Huff Kulp Nikitenko

HoltzheimerBraveman

Smith-PearsonSato
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membership. I commit to highlighting 
plans and programs that promote the 
affinity bar associations and support their 
members’ mission and purpose.

Bethany R. Nikitenko

Professional Background: Partner, 
Feldman Shepherd Wohlgelernter 
Tanner Weinstock & Dodig LLP, Temple 
University James E. Beasley School of 
Law. 

Activities: Philadelphia Bar Association: 
Board of Governors (2021); Vice Chair, 
Young Lawyers Division (2021); Bench 
Bar Committee Member (2021); Board 
Observer Program Participant (2021); 
Executive Committee, Young Lawyers 
Division (2020 to present); Mentor, 
Mentorship Program (2019 to present).  
Acting Committee Chair, Women 
Owned Law (2021 to present); Small 
and Solo Committee Chair, Philadelphia 
Trial Lawyers (2018 to 2019); Editorial 
Board Member, Young Lawyer, Legal 
Intelligencer (2016 to 2020); Vice 
President, American Jewish Committee, 
Philadelphia Chapter (2015 to present); 

Development Committee Member, 
Women Against Abuse (2015 to present); 
Volunteer, Philly VIP (2015 to present).   

Candidate’s Statement:  “It has been a 
privilege to serve the Bar Association as 
both a member of the Board of Governors 
and as Vice Chair of the Young Lawyers 
Division.  In these roles, I have been 
instrumental in creating programming 
in the areas of legal education and 
professional development.  It is my desire 
to remain an active member of the Board 
of Governors with a focus on developing 
innovating programming to address 
the unique challenges encountered by 
new attorneys and women in the legal 
profession.”

Nan Sato

Professional Background: Special 
Counsel, Fisher Phillips LLP; University 
of Illinois College of Law.

Activities: Former co-chair, Internation-
al Law Section of Philadelphia Bar As-
sociation; Board Member and Chair of 
Corporate Programs Committee, Japan 

American Society of Greater Philadel-
phia; Board member, Japan Society of 
Philadelphia; Advisor, Chester County 
Economic Development Council Di-
versity Equity & Inclusion Committee; 
Member, International Association of 
Young Lawyers. 

Candidate’s Statement: “As an interna-
tional employment lawyer who has lived 
and worked in several countries, I hope to 
bring a unique perspective to the Board 
of Governors and help the Bar Associa-
tion raise its international profile.  My 
plan is to: (1) raise awareness of the Bar 
Association among local business organi-
zations and minority groups; (2) increase 
membership and participation among 
attorneys from diverse backgrounds; and 
(3) enhance the Bar Association’s name 
recognition globally by building collab-
orative relationships with international 
bar associations.”  

Arly Smith-Pearson

Professional Background: Staff Attor-
ney at Philadelphia Legal Assistance and 
Supervising Attorney of the Drexel Civil 

Litigation Field Clinic. Tulane Univer-
sity School of Law. 

Activities:  Philadelphia Bar Association 
Board of Governors, Public Interest Sec-
tion Representative 2020-Present, Public 
Interest Section, Chair 2020, Vice-Chair 
2019, Executive Committee Member 
2017-2018, Young Lawyers Division, Fi-
nancial Secretary 2019, Executive Com-
mittee Member 2018-2020, Liaison 
2017, Associates’ Committee, Co-Chair 
2019; Family Law Section Member 
2018-Present, Bar Star Award Recipient, 
2020 and 2019.

Candidate Statement: “Members of the 
legal profession have incredible power 
to create change in our community. As 
a staff attorney at a legal services orga-
nization I commit my legal practice to 
public interest, helping indigent indi-
viduals obtain safety and security. As 
a member of the Board of Governors I 
hope to thoughtfully contribute to con-
tinuing the Association’s long tradition 
of advocating for policies that improve 
the lives of the most vulnerable in our 
community.”

ELECTION 2021

Providing The Finest 
Healthcare Services Available 

In The Tri-State Area
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www.1800painteam.com

Pain Management 
& MRI
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Ten Candidates Running for 7 Seats on 
YLD Executive Committee
Olutola (Joyce) Adelugba 

Professional Background: Docu-
ment Review Attorney, at Consilio; 
John Marshall Law School 

Activities: Buck County Bar As-
sociation Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee, Philly VIP Volunteer 
Attorney, ACLU of Pennsylvania - 
Philadelphia member

Candidate’s Statement: I have al-
ways had a strong passion for com-
munity service, and diversity aware-
ness. As a young lawyer I believe that 
we have a duty to be effect change 
responsibly with a look toward the 
future. The Pandemic allowed us 
to witness just how malleable our 
profession can be. Emerging out of 
the pandemic safety protocols, the 
significance of the connections we 
make , the relationships we foster, 
and civility we exhibit, are essential in 
creating a strong foundation as young 
lawyers within this honored profession.  
As a millennial I experienced a world 
where news circuits were the king of 
media, while currently living in a world 
where  Instagram and  TikTok dominate. 
My goal is to create a bridge connect-
ing  the traditions of the oldest bar as-
sociation in this country and its newest 
members. If elected to The Philadelphia 
Bar Associations YLD executive board,  I 
look forward to promulgating the cur-
rent members initiatives, while simul-
taneous incorporating my passion for 
serving the community, diversity, and 
promoting awareness around issues that 
affect young lawyers, and Philadelphia as 
a whole.

Shahirah Brown

Professional Background: Assistant 
General Counsel, School District of 
Philadelphia, Widener University Dela-
ware Law School

Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division; 
Volunteer Tutor, Achieve Now; Volun-
teer, Philly Youth; 2020-2021 Record-
ing secretary, National Bar Association 
Women Lawyers Division

Candidate’s Statement: “As a Phila-
delphia native, I experienced first-hand 
the importance of adequate legal rep-
resentation in the community. This ex-
perience fueled my desire to study law 
in order gain a better understanding of 
how to address the legal issues and the 
lack of services within the community. 
Throughout my legal career, I partici-
pated in several outreach events that af-
forded me the opportunity to foster re-
lationships with individuals within the 
Philadelphia community that ultimately 
changed their circumstances. Likewise, I 
provided legal education to community 
members and resources to connect the 
community to the means to obtain their 
needs. Becoming a member of the YLD 
Executive Committee will afford me the 
opportunity to continue providing my 
experience and passion for furthering the 
interest of individuals both within the 
legal profession and in the community. 
My hope is to continue being the change 
I want to see!”

Antima Chakraborty

Professional Background: Trial Attor-
ney, The Law Offices of Jared S. Zafran, 
LLC; Named Top 40 Under 40 Trial 
Attorney 2020, National Trial Lawyers; 
Temple University Beasley School of Law
 
Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar 

Association Young Lawyers Division; 
Member, National Trial Lawyers; Danc-
er, Usiloquy Dance Company; Instruc-
tor, Philly Dance Fitness
 
Candidate Statement: “If given the 
opportunity to be a Board Member for 
YLD, I will devote my attention to out-
reach opportunities for the legal commu-
nity and for the Philadelphia commu-
nity at large. Working together with my 
colleagues, I will seek to increase YLD 
member engagement, expand healthy 
resources for young lawyers; foster com-
munity service and outreach, expand 
professional networking and civility, 
and foster community building. Each of 
these goals will be expanded upon and 
executed through careful, doable plans 
that are meaningful and easy to partici-
pate in by all members.”

Nikia Clark

Professional Background: Assistant 
City Solicitor, Code and Public Nui-
sance, Litigation Unit-City of Philadel-
phia Law Department; LaSalle Univer-
sity; Rutgers Law School
 
Activities: National Bar Association, 
Women Lawyers Division-Philadelphia 
Chapter, Corresponding Secretary 2020-
2021 & 2021-2022

 

Candidate’s Statement: “As a first-gener-
ation attorney, and Philadelphia native, I 
look forward to continuing my service to 
the city that inspired my pursuit in law as 
a member of the Philadelphia Bar Asso-
ciation, Young Lawyers Division. Service 
is the foundation to leadership. Bar asso-
ciations have always served as a resource 
for me during my law school career and 
as a practicing attorney. My goals are to 
focus on: mentoring for young attorneys, 
with a heightened focus on diverse, first-
generation attorneys who have overcome 
unique barriers in their legal careers; at-
torney mental well-being; reducing bar-
riers for young attorneys entering the 
legal field; and community service efforts 
in the city of Philadelphia. If elected, I 
am excited to further these goals with 
the Philadelphia Bar Association, Young 
Lawyers Division.”

Caroline Curley

Professional Background: Deputy City 
Solicitor, Philadelphia Law Department, 
Code & Public Nuisance Litigation 
Unit; Boston University School of Law.

Activities: Philly VIP Attorney, Volun-
teer; Philadelphia Bar Association Pub-
lic Interest Committee, Member; Young 
Lawyers Division, Member.

Brown Chakraborty Clark Curley

Lopez Robinson

Adelugba

FitzpatrickDiColoDeGroote
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Candidate’s Statement: “For the past 
five years I have dedicated my legal ca-
reer in Philadelphia to serving the pub-
lic interest. Working as an attorney for 
the City of Philadelphia, first in the Law 
Department’s Child Welfare Unit and 
now in the Code & Public Nuisance 
Litigation Unit, I have gained first-hand 
knowledge of the City’s areas of highest 
need. My hope is to bring this knowledge 
to YLD to encourage and promote pub-
lic interest opportunities to our young-
est members. These experiences not only 
provide critical services to fellow Phila-
delphians, they also are invaluable learn-
ing and confidence-building opportuni-
ties for all attorneys. Additionally, I am 
also aware that many attorneys working 
in government and public interest sec-
tors can sometimes shy away from Bar 
membership. Through YLD, I hope to 
connect the young attorneys in these 
sectors to the greater Philadelphia legal 
community. I am honored to be consid-
ered for service on the YLD Executive 
Committee.”

Kiersty M. DeGroote

Professional Background: Associate, 
Bochetto & Lentz, P.C., Law Clerk, 
Twenty-third Judicial Circuit of Vir-
ginia, Washington & Lee School of Law. 

Activities: Member, Philadelphia Bar 
Association Young Lawyers Division; 
Member, Justinian Society of Philadel-
phia; Member, Philadelphia Lawyer’s 
Club; Member, The Raven Society of 
the Free Library of Philadelphia. 

Candidate’s Statement: “Though I 
grew up in Philadelphia, returning as a 
practicing attorney gave me first-hand 
insight into the importance of build-
ing meaningful relationships in the le-
gal profession. Engaging with our peers 
is vital to expanding our perspectives 
and our careers. Likewise, exposure to 
more experienced attorneys is critical in 
helping us develop our own character, 
practices, and knowledge. My goal is to 
expand these interactions in a way that 
encourages lawyers both inside and out-
side of the Young Lawyers Division to 
learn from one another. I will guide our 
members toward increased engagement 
with peers and a positive experience 
within their own professional develop-
ment, using skills I have developed in 
my own career advocating on behalf of 
a wide range of clients in an even wider 
range of practice areas.” 

Jackie DiColo

Professional Background: Associate, 
Sweeney & Sheehan, PC; Drexel Uni-
versity, Thomas R. Kline School of Law.

Activities: Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion, Philadelphia Bar Association, New 
Jersey State Bar Association, Justinian 
Society of Greater Philadelphia, South 
Jersey Claims Association, Philadelphia 
Loss Conference, Drexel Kline Inn of 
Court, University of Delaware Alumni 
Club, Philadelphia Area Disc Alliance.

Candidate’s statement: “I think that 
the bar association provides great op-
portunities for young lawyers to connect 
with a network, grow in their careers, 
and give back to the community. I hope 
to help communicate to young attor-
neys all that the bar association has to 
offer, find ways to better engage young 
attorneys, and build a community that 
supports young attorneys in all the ways 
new attorneys need.”

Samantha Fitzpatrick

Professional Background: Associate, 
Marks, O’Neill, O’Brien, Doherty & 
Kelly, P.C.; Villanova University Charles 
Widger School of Law.

Activities: Member, Barristers’ Associa-
tion of Philadelphia; Treasurer, National 
Bar Association Women Lawyers Di-
vision – Philadelphia Chapter; Board 
Member, Villanova Law Minority 
Alumni Society.

Candidate’s Statement: “Connection 
is an essential component to all success.  
As young lawyers, the support offered by 
our peers and guidance offered by our 
seasoned colleagues promote our growth 
within the profession.  For that reason, 
as a member of the Young Lawyers Di-
vision’s Executive Committee, I plan to 
create opportunities that would engage 
young Philadelphia attorneys and cre-
ate opportunities for networking and 
mentoring. Further, I look forward to 
advancing the YLD’s Pro Bono efforts 
as our local community reels from the 
effects of gun violence and the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic.  I envision a 
more diverse, active, and visible YLD in 
the years to come.”

Isabel C. Naveira López

Professional Background: Associ-
ate, Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin 
& Schiller; Law Clerk, United States 
District Court for the District of New 
Jersey (Camden); Villanova University 
Charles Widger School of Law. 

Activities: Board Member, Hispanic 
Bar Association of Pennsylvania (“HBA-
PA”); Secretary, HBA-PA’s Legal Educa-
tion Fund; Member, Philadelphia Bar 

The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Annual Election of officers and members 
of the Board of Governors will be conducted in 2021 via online ballot. Of-
ficers to be elected are vice chancellor, secretary, treasurer, assistant secretary 
and assistant treasurer for a term of one year each; and five members of the 
Board of Governors for a term of three years each. 

The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division Annual Election 
of Executive Committee members will be conducted in 2021 via online bal-
lot. Ten members are running for seven available seats on the YLD Executive 
Committee. Committee members serve three-year terms. 

According to Article V, Section 5.8.1, “If there is a contest for any office 
to be filled, the election shall be conducted electronically over the Internet 
pursuant to procedures established by the Board to preserve the confidential-
ity of the Member’s vote and the integrity of the voting process. The position 
of the nominee on the ballot shall be determined by lot. The drawing of lots 
shall be conducted by the Judge of Elections on or before November 10 of 
each year in the presence of the nominees and/or their representatives. The 
form of the ballot shall be prescribed by the Board.” 

Members will receive their ballots in an email on Monday, Nov. 22 with 
instructions. Online voting will end on Monday, Dec. 13 at 5:30 p.m. 

Vice Chancellor, Board Members and 
YLD Executive Committee Contested

Vice Chancellor  
Jennifer S. Coatsworth 
Katayun (Kathy) Jaffari 

Secretary 
Michael J. Stackow 

 
Assistant Secretary 

Diane Penneys Edelman  

Treasurer  
Matthew S. Olesh 

 

Assistant Treasurer 
Dino Privitera  

Board of Governors  

William S. Braveman 
Ernest Holtzheimer 

Michael Huff 
Stephen T. Kulp 

Bethany Nikitenko 
Nan Sato 

Arly Smith-Pearson 

Candidates for Officers and Board of 
Governors

Olutola (Joyce) Adelugba 
Shahirah Brown 

Antima Chakraborty 
Nikia Clark 

Caroline Curley 
Kiersty DeGroote 
Jacqueline DiColo 

Samantha J. Fitzpatrick 
Isabel C. Naveira Lopez 

Sarah Robinson 

Note: Only members in good standing of the Association’s Young Lawyers 
Division may cast votes in this election. Attorneys are members of the Division 
if (1) they have not yet reached or reached the age of 40, or (2) they have not 
yet reached or reached the third anniversary of their first admission to the bar 
of any state.

Candidates for YLD Executive  
Committee

continued on page 23




