Philadelphia Bar Association
Board of Governors Meeting (Organizational Meeting)
January 7, 2021, at 4 p.m.
Meeting held via Zoom
The meeting was called to order by Chancellor Lauren McKenna at 4:04 p.m.
Chancellor McKenna provided a welcome and opening remarks. Chancellor McKenna
acknowledge the events that took place at the Capitol yesterday and stated that society looks to
institutions for guidance and stability in such times and that the Association is such an
institution.
Chancellor McKenna remarked it is unusual for the first meeting of the Board to take place
before the Board retreat but given that this year’s retreat will be held in a virtual format it made
sense to take care of the organizational issues in a meeting prior to the retreat. The Board retreat
will be held on January 16th with more details to follow. There were brief comments about the
format of the retreat and drawbacks of a virtual retreat lasting several hours. Chancellor
McKenna stated that those issues have been discussed with the retreat planner and they have
worked to make the retreat as positive as possible. Chancellor McKenna reiterated that this
organizational meeting is typically held as part of the retreat and taking care of some of these
issues before the retreat will allow the Board to focus on creative issues and challenges during
the retreat.
Chancellor McKenna announced that pursuant to the Bylaws, at the first meeting of the year, a
Chair and a Vice Chair of the Board must be selected. Chancellor McKenna nominated Riley H.
Ross, III to be Chair of the Board of Governors for a one-year term and asked for a second. The
nomination received a second and there were no other nominations. A vote was held and Mr.
Ross was unanimously elected Chair of the Board of Governors.
Chair Ross took charge of the meeting and called for nominations of a Vice Chair. ChancellorElect Wesley R. Payne, IV nominated Kristine L. Calalang to be Vice Chair of the Board of
Governors for a one-year term. There was a second to the nomination. There were no other
nominations or discussion and Ms. Calalang was unanimously elected Vice Chair of the Board of
Governors.
Chair Ross recognized Chancellor McKenna, who announced the following appointments for a
one-year term, which do not require Board approval:
Reginald T. Shuford to continue his service as Diversity Chair.
Larry Beaser to continue his service as counsel to the Board.
Chair Ross also recognized Chancellor McKenna to make the following appointment to the
Cabinet pursuant to Bylaw Section 3.14, which requires Board approval of appointees to Cabinet
who are not Board Members. There was a second to the nomination and it was unanimously
approved:
Louis S. Rulli as Access to Justice Advisor.

Chancellor McKenna also presented the following appointments to the Judicial Commission,
which require Board approval. All of the appointments were unanimously approved:
Prince Altee Thomas for a four-year term.
Helen C. Matthews, MD – Lay member for a two-year term.
Stephanie Davis – Lay member for a one-year term.
Shelly Beaser – Lay member for a one-year term
Chancellor McKenna announced appointment of Chair of the Judicial Commission, Kenneth A.
Murphy, for a one-year term which does not require Board approval.
Chancellor McKenna then recognized Chancellor-Elect Payne, who announced the appointment
of a Vice Chair of Judicial Commission, Niki T. Ingram, for a one-year term which does not
require Board approval.
Chancellor McKenna announced that she is appointing Commission Vice Chair Niki Ingram to
the Commission to fill the unexpired term of a Commission member who has resigned. The
appointment is through the end of 2023 and requires Board approval. The appointment was
seconded and was unanimously approved.
Chair Ross then recognized Chancellor McKenna for appointments to the Board of Trustees of
the Campaign for Qualified Judges, which require Board approval. Both appointments received
seconds to their nomination and were unanimously approved.
Matthew S. Olesh – Chair for a one-year term.
Ernest Holtzheimer – Treasurer for a one-year term.
Chancellor McKenna advised the Board that Amber Racine had served in the Vice Chair position
and she is still considering an appointment for that position.
Chair Ross advised that pursuant to Bylaw Section 3.10 each Board member shall take or
subscribe to an oath or affirmation of office as prescribed by the Board. Chair Ross then
administered the oath.
Chair Ross then announced that the Board retreat will take place via Zoom on January 16th and
that all members of the Board of Governors – voting and non-voting – must sign the Conflict of
Interest Acknowledgement Form and instructed all to read and sign the previously distributed
form and return the executed versions to Secretary Michael Stackow.
Counsel to the Board, Lawrence Beaser, provided a presentation on the fiduciary responsibilities
of the members of the Board of Governors.
The meeting was then adjourned at 4:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Michael Stackow
Secretary
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